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Gulf University for Science and
Technology (GUST) announced this
week that the seventh Gulf

Programming Contest (GPC) took place on its
campus on March 22 and 23.  The competition
was under the patronage of the Private
Universities Council and was attended by
Professor Waleed Murad Al-Kandari,
Undersecretary General for Information and
Research.  It was organized by the Computer
Science Department at GUST, sponsored by
That Al-Salasil, and hosted 51 teams from
across the GCC.

PUC Undersecretary General for
Information and Research, Professor Waleed
Murad Al-Kandari, said, “The Private
Universities Council has always worked to
support all academic efforts for students in
private universities in all their specialties.
Our support for this event is aligned with
that goal. This competition instills many
qualities and values which we support for
our youth including increasing their knowl-
edge, pushing creative thinking, gaining
practical experience, increasing competitive-

ness, and stimulating performance.”
This year, the winning team was ‘Bug::Life’

from Gulf University for Science and
Technology in Kuwait.  In second place, was
‘JavaMatics’ from the Arab Open University in
Kuwait, and taking third place was ‘KFU_Male’
from King Faisal University in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. GUST’s winning team members
Karim K. Al-Maghraby, Meshel A. Al-Khrainej,
Amr E. Ahmed and their coach, FadiDeeb, also
won three other prestigious awards at the
contest including the Solid Programmers
Award for solving the maximum number of
questions from the first attempt, Stealthy
Programmers Award for being the first team to
solve a question in the blind hour, and the
Steadfast Guru Programmers Award for sub-
mitting the last correct solution to a problem.

The GPC also has an unofficial category in
which GUST’s ‘e-LEMON-ators’ team won top
position. The team includes students Ziad
Tariq Muhammad, Saoud Al-roomi, Ebraheem
Al-Muaili, and their coach, Fadi Deeb. The Gulf
Programming Contest provided an opportuni-
ty for university students from around the

region majoring in Computer Science,
Computer Engineering, Management
Information Systems, or any IT related subjects
to display their abilities in programming and
problem solving. 

The teams were given eight to ten pro-
gramming problems to be solved using one
PC only. Participating in this contest gives the
students the opportunity to prepare for the
Arab Collegiate Programming Contest (ACPC),
a qualifying round to the Association for
Computer Machinery - International Collegiate
Programming Contest (ACM ICPC) World
Finals. Many contestants who qualified to the
regional and world programming contests are
currently working in the most prestigious
workplaces such as Google, Facebook, Yahoo,
Amazon, and Booking.com

GUST Vice President of Academic Affairs, Dr.
Salah Al-Saharan, said, “We are proud to host
such a prestigious event, and hope to contin-
ue building GUST’s name as a frontrunner in
the field of technology while also equipping
our students with the right skills and knowl-
edge for success.” GPC is an extension of the

National Programming Contest that was first
initiated in the United Arab Emirates. 

In 2011, the decision was made to expand
the contest to include the universities in the
Gulf region. Kuwait was the first country to
participate from outside the UAE, and GUST
was the first university to represent Kuwait at
the competition and later the first to host it
outside the UAE. GUST Head of Computer
Science Department, Dr. Taher Ali, said “I am
extremely proud of the results our students
were able to achieve. This is a testament to the
robustness of our program and the drive they
have to succeed.”

This year, more teams and universities from
across the region participated in the contest,
which cements the position of Computer
Science as a field of growth and importance.
Some of the universities participating this year
were Qatar University and Carnegie Mellon
University in Qatar, King Fahd University of
Petroleum and Minerals, King Faisal University
and Princess Nourah Bint Abdulrahman
University from Saudi Arabia, Bits Pilani-Dubai,
Khalifa University, Zayed University and UAE

University from the Emirates, and Sultan
Qaboos University and College of Applied
Sciences-Sohar from Oman.  

The other institutions that participated
from Kuwait are Kuwait University, American
University of Kuwait, Arab Open University,
College of Business Studies at the Public
Authority for Applied Education and Training,
Kuwait Technical College, and Kuwait College
for Science and Technology.

The list of the top ten teams by rank at this
year’s GPC are:

Bug::Life: Gulf University for Science and
Technology-Kuwait

Javamatics: Arab Open University - Kuwait
KFU_Male: King Faisal University-KSA
CodeIT: Sultan Qaboos University-Oman
SwagOverFlow: Bits Pilani-Dubai Campus
2B||!2B: Carnegie Mellon University-Qatar
Actus: Carnegie Mellon University-Qatar
BroCod: Kuwait University-Kuwait
K-TECHERS: Kuwait Technical College-

Kuwait
LOLWUT: King Fahd University of Petroleum

and Minerals - KSA

GUST Wins First Place in the Gulf Programming Contest

(left to right) VP Academic Affairs Dr Salah Al-Sharhan, Dr Waleed Murad Al-Kandari
Undersecretary General for Information and Research PUC, GUST President Prof Donald Bates
and Assistant VP for Planning and Development Paul Zalloua

Dr Waleed Al-Kandari Undersecretary
General for Information and Research
at the Private Universities Council

First Place: Gulf University for Science and Technology Kuwait Second Place: Arab Open University Third Place: King Faisal University

The School of Engineering’s Center for
Project Based Learning (PBL) at the
Australian College of Kuwait (ACK) suc-

cessfully wrapped up its secondProject
Based Learning Symposium, under the
theme of “Reshaping the teaching and
learning experience”. The symposium
brought together industry employers, edu-
cators and students to share experiences
and insights related to PBL in engineering
education. 

Keynote speakers, Prof. Anette Kolmos,
Director of the Aalborg Centre for Problem
Based Learning in Engineering Science and
Sustainability, Aalborg University, Denmark,
and Dr. Ronald Ulseth, Director of
Academics and Research, Iron Range
Engineering / Minnesota State University,

USA, shared their wealth of international
experiences and knowledge in PBL, while
also highlighting PBLas a strategy to achieve
innovation in the field of engineering edu-
cation. They presented evidence for PBL
leading to higher academic performance
and higher overall quality of education.

From their end, Prof. Kolmos and Dr.
Ulseth stated: “PBL is widely regarded as a
highly effective model for students to
acquire both technical skill and the much
desired employability skills that companies
need. ACK has a dedicated staff providing
high quality PBL for their students.”

During his welcome speech, Dr. Martin
Jaeger, Manager of the PBL Center at ACK,
stated: “Through learning approaches such
as PBL, students take ownership of their

learning, they become managers of their
own learning, and develop skills and knowl-
edge within a constructive environment.
State-of-the-art laboratory facilities related
to Civil, Mechanical, Electrical and
Petroleum Engineering, tied together with
simulations of real world scenarios, all play
important roles in enhancing students’
learning process.”

He added:  “Students are being intro-
duced to the simulation of multidisciplinary
engineering design projects that requires
the collaboration of students from different
engineering disciplines. They work in teams,
solve real life engineering problems, devel-
op solution techniques, and develop critical
thinking that enhances learning and pre-
pares them for the workplace.”

Parents of Khaled
Ahmed Omeira
from Kuwait

Pakistan English
School, Salmiya con-
gratulate him on his
success.

Greetings The Australian Business Group in Kuwait organized a
networking event followed by a presentation for
architect Naser Khraibut, the Director of Planning at

the Public Authority of Housing and Welfare on “City hous-
ing projects and the future infrastructure development” in
the Australian Ambassador’s Residence.  Over 70 business
leaders from a host of companies in Kuwait attended and
engaged on key issues and business opportunities in the
Kuwaiti marketplace.

Mr. Khraibut explained the new vision of the Public
Authority of Housing and Welfare. He described the current
and future projects the authority is undertaking. He high-
lighted that what makes cities unique is their identities.
Therefore, he stressed on the significance of sustainable
environmental elements and aestheticsthat characterize
the new smart cities of Kuwait. These smart cities will have

world-class standards, and will offer great investment
opportunities for local and overseas business.  

The Australian Business Group was founded in 2009
with the support of the Australian Embassy in Kuwait and
its commercial arm, AusTrade. It aims at promoting trade
and other relationships between Australia and Kuwait
through providing a networking forum for members to
develop their business activities. Annually the group
hosts several business and social events, with an empha-
sis on fostering networking opportunities for business
leaders in the community, while embracing Australian
culture and lifestyle. 

The Ambassador’s residence currently plays host to a
series of monthly business networking dinners at which
leading local businesses deliver engaging presentations
on a number of topics from the economic outlook for

Kuwait to the latest market trends. Upcoming events for
the year include a joint event with our partners from oth-
er business groups in Kuwait for April, our general meet-
ing in May, and a number of networking events for the
rest of the year with guest speaker covering different sec-
tors of the local market.

The group is made up of any nationalities, the majority
of whom are either Australians working for Australian busi-
nesses here in the Gulf, or have a personal association with
Australia. Currently the group has more than seventy mem-
bers including ten corporate members, and thanks to the
support of our Australian Ambassador to Kuwait Warren
Hauckit will continue to grow. To become a member of the
Australian Business Group, please email our General
Secretary Mr. Bassem Al-Kassem on: ausbg-
ku@outlook.com 

Australian Business Group in Kuwait organizes networking event

Second Annual PBL Symposium at ACK


