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Story and photographs 
by Athoob Al-Shuaibi

KUWAIT: Only a few days to go until my first
solo photo exhibition on the life in the United
Kingdom. From the moment I decided to
make this dream a reality, my pulse has beat at
180 bmps. Time has flown and now I am in a
race against all the last minute details and
crises that need solving. Only yesterday, I
found out that one of the three walls in the
exhibition space cannot have frames hung on
it. How am I supposed to solve this problem?
Thirty picture frames cannot be parked onto
two walls entirely! Breathe. Just breathe. A
gentle little voice whispers in my ears: “Enjoy
the process.” That is the voice of passion.

As a journalist for Kuwait Times that covers
culture and society, I am impressed by the

tenacity of the rising art scene in Kuwait and by
the growing spread of culture, artistic events,
social gatherings and lectures, collective and
personal exhibitions - including many that are
not supported by official bodies. I admire the
courage and dedication of those who dare to
show their work, to make their passions come
alive. And I am inspired by them to do the same
for myself. To accomplish something that has
meaning and interest for me personally. 

During my studies in the UK, I focused on
street photography but until now I never had

the courage to show my work to the world. 
Having decided to finally take the leap, I

started planning the exhibition. There are now
available dozens of exhibition galleries and
locations in Kuwait for photographers, artists
and other creative people. Some will rent
space out, others prefer a percentage of any
sales. Most want to know who you are, what
you are about and to see samples of your work. 

For me, the real challenge was the printing
of my photographs. There are many amazing
print shops but finding one that is affordable,

can do the job under the deadline and with
high quality is harder than it should be. 

The virtues of social media in facilitating
the announcement of events are undeniable.
Still, it is inadvisable to rely completely on it
and better to send personal invitations via
WhatsApp, or by mail, (if there’s some money
left). Attach a sitemap to make it easier for
your guests and save them the hassle of ask-
ing about the location. Eventually, you will dis-

cover that some friends and colleagues want
to assist. It is nice to stop a little to cherish the
moments that people around you are showing
support. Only one annoying friend will never
leave you throughout that period. His name is
tension. Some music and good sleep can keep
him off from time to time.

When I decided to study for a Master’s of
Visual Communication and Documentary
Photography, my husband asked me why. The
work field will not bring you money and it is
hard to find a line of work that suits you after
graduation. I told him immediately that I am
doing it for myself and the love of documen-
tary photography. Commercial photography
and staged photography was never my thing.
It was after I was entrusted with the photo-
graphic legacy of my mother when she died
away from me.  She loved taking photos of us,
smiling, dressing up, happy. But that is not
everything. Something is missing here. I real-

ized that in documentary, pictures do not pre-
serve our history. They shape it and our mem-
ories of it. For this reason, the big picture of
our history is not necessarily a resemblance of
what really happened in the past.

And so I am opening up my past, or at least

a piece of it, for public viewing. This Saturday
and Sunday at the Visual Therapy Gallery in
the Print Room warehouse in Industrial
Shuwaikh. The opening is on Saturday from 6
pm to 9 pm, and the event runs through
Sunday from 12 noon to 8 pm.
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research
(KISR) maintains close coordination with the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to ensure
nuclear safety and security in Kuwait and the other
member states of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC), a Kuwaiti official said.

“The issue of nuclear security is of vital importance
for the Gulf region and the world at large given the
current security challenges,” said Kuwait-IAEA liaison
officer Dr Nader Al-Awadhi during a meeting with rep-
resentatives of the UN nuclear watchdog on Tuesday.
The meeting that opened aims to approve the blue-
print of Kuwait’s national integrated nuclear security
plan 2017-20 and make sure that it is in keeping with
the international standards. “The world faces mount-
ing challenges that pose grave risks to international
peace and security and require effective and concert-
ed actions,” Dr Awadhi stressed.  “One of these threats
is the terrorists’ possible access to nuclear weapons
that could result in devastating consequences to
humanity and environment.  “Therefore, Kuwait put
nuclear security on top of its priorities and attached
great importance to cooperation in this regard with
the IAEA and neighboring countries,” he pointed out.

On the current meeting, Dr Awadhi said it aims to
ensure that Kuwait national nuclear security plan
meet the urgent and future needs of the country with
emphasis on capacity building. The meeting will help
approve the technical advice to be offered by the

IAEA experts regarding the final form of the plan so as
to put it into force, he went on.

Dr Awadhi noted that Kuwait and the IAEA have
had fruitful cooperation in such areas as capacity build-
ing, prevention of smuggling of or illegal trading in
radioactive materials, and observing and responding
to any radiological emergencies. He added that KISR
worked out a strategy for nuclear security including a
legal framework, training of national personnel,
improving the nuclear research infrastructure and
combating the illegitimate trade in radioactive materi-
als.  Meanwhile, IAEA representative Heba Najm said

the meeting will be followed by a panel discussion and
a two-day workshop. She noted that Kuwait approved
its first national plan for nuclear security in 2010 that
was upgraded in 2013 and will be upgraded again dur-
ing this meeting given the new security situations in
the region. Separately, the IAEA delegation met yester-
day with Lieutenant General Khaled Al-Mekrad,
General Director of the Kuwait Fire Service Directorate
(KFSD) to discuss issues pertaining with supporting
Kuwait’s nuclear security plans including require-
ments of state departments to handle nuclear and
radioactive energy. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The IAEA delegation meets with Lieutenant General Khaled Al-Mekrad, General Director of the Kuwait Fire Service Directorate.

KISR working with IAEA to
improve nuclear security

A picture from the IAEA delegation’s meeting with KISR.

VIENNA: The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) member states
have warned of looming risks and humanitarian effects of
uncontrolled military nuclear programs in the Middle East
region. The warning was made by Kuwait ’s Permanent
Delegate at the UN in Vienna Ambassador Sadeq Marafi on
behalf of the GCC countries during the meeting of the
Preparatory Committee for the 2020 Review Conference of the
Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT). He said that the possession and development
of nuclear weapons could not create regional and internation-
al peace and security, emphasizing that the only way to avoid
nuclear risks is to get rid of them.

The credibility of the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) is

based on three pillars: Disarmament, non-proliferation and
peaceful uses, he pointed out. He voiced concern over failure
to develop UN nuclear disarmament mechanisms, mainly the
NPT, calling for concrete measures in this regard. The aims and
goals of the NPT cannot be fully achieved unless non-parties,
particularly Israel, join the treaty, he said.

In this context, he called on North Korea to fully comply
with obligations enshrined in relevant UN Security Council
(UNSC) resolutions, and to fully cooperate with the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) by implementing
the NPT Safeguards Agreement.  He emphasized that it is up
to every country to determine its own choices and to take its
own decisions in the field of peaceful nuclear uses.  The

Kuwaiti diplomat reiterated the GCC’s support for the crucial
role played by the IAEA in the promoting of international
cooperation in the domain of peaceful nuclear uses in a safe
manner. A nuclear and WMDs-free Middle East is the only way
to ensure regional security and stability, he indicated. He con-
cluded by saying that Palestine’s joining of the NPT and even
its bid to sign the NPT Safeguards Agreement reflected all
Arab countries’ commitment to, and eagerness on, interna-
tional security and peace.

The Preparatory Committee for the 2020 Review
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) hold its first session
from 2 to 12 May 2017 at the Vienna International Centre. This

will be the first of three planned sessions that will be held pri-
or to the 2020 Review Conference. The Preparatory
Committee, open to all States parties to the Treaty, is responsi-
ble for addressing substantive and procedural issues related
to the Treaty and the forthcoming Review Conference.

The NPT entered into force in 1970 and was extended
indefinitely in 1995. The Treaty is regarded as the cornerstone
of the global nuclear non-proliferation regime and an essen-
tial foundation for the pursuit of nuclear disarmament. It was
designed to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons, to further
the goals of nuclear disarmament and general and complete
disarmament, and to promote cooperation in the peaceful
uses of nuclear energy. — KUNA

GCC cautions against uncontrolled nuclear programs


