
I N T E R N AT I O N A L

THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2017

SYDNEY: Australia will this year review visa
rules for wealthy would-be migrants, most-
ly Chinese, a government official said yes-
terday, as the country tightens require-
ments for granting residency rights. He did
not elaborate on the changes under
review but hinted at the need to be profi-
cient in English. The announcement comes
only days after Australia axed a temporary
work visa popular with foreigners, replac-
ing it with a tougher program, and raised

the bar for attaining citizenship.
Nearly 90 percent of applicants for the

Significant Investor Visas are Chinese who
need to bring in a minimum A$5 million
($3.75 million) to become eligible for
Australian residency. “The program has to
be designed to meet the Australian econo-
my’s needs. You will have the opportunity
to directly have a say in the review and
your feedback will be considered by the
department,” Assistant Immigration

Minister Alex Hawke said at a Chinese in
Australia seminar in Sydney.

“...The expectation from the Australian
community is that migrants have compe-
tent English,” he said. “I don’t think that is
unfair.” Australia has seen the rise of nation-
alist, anti-immigration politics with far-
right wing parties such as One Nation gar-
nering strong public support, while the
popularity of Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull’s ruling centre-right government

has been languishing. Many Chinese mil-
lionaires seek to move to Australia for a
better lifestyle, although some may also
seek to avoid a sweeping corruption crack-
down in China that is prompting many
wealthy Chinese to move their money.
Australia tightened SIV rules in 2015
requiring applicants to invest in small-cap
and venture capital funds while barring
them from direct property investment - a
move that many immigration lawyers say

has led to fading appeal for the visa.
Hawke emphasized the government was

committed to the program, responding to a
question about rumors in China that
Australia was looking to scrap the visa.
Immigration is a sensitive issue in Australia
which maintains a strict policy of not allow-
ing asylum seekers who try to reach the
country by boat to settle there, instead
detaining them in controversial camps on
Nauru and in Papua New Guinea. — Reuters 

Australia to review millionaire migrants as visa laws tightens 

KABUL: A powerful blast targeting an armored
NATO convoy in Kabul killed at least eight peo-
ple and wounded 28 yesterday, including three
coalition troops, officials said in an attack
claimed by the Islamic State group. The explo-
sion, which came during morning rush hour on a
busy road near the US embassy and NATO head-
quarters, killed “mostly” civilians, an interior min-
istry spokesman told AFP without giving a
breakdown.

Three coalition service members received
“non-life threatening wounds” but are in stable
condition, a spokesman for US Forces-
Afghanistan said, without confirming their
nationalities. The attack, claimed by IS via its
Amaq propaganda agency, comes three weeks
after the US dropped its largest non-nuclear
bomb on the jihadist group’s hideouts in eastern
Afghanistan, triggering global shockwaves.

Monday’s blast also comes days after the
Taleban launched their “spring offensive”, herald-
ing a surge in fighting as the US seeks to craft a
new Afghan strategy and NATO mulls boosting
troop levels to break the “stalemate” against the
resurgent militants. The attack, which IS said was
a suicide car bomb and NATO said was an impro-
vised explosive device (IED), damaged two of
the convoy’s heavily armored vehicles and left a
small crater in the road. MRAP (Mine Resistant
Ambush Protected) vehicles, which are designed
to withstand large explosions, are routinely used
by international forces moving around Kabul. 

At least three civilian cars were also damaged,
with one ablaze, while windows were shattered
up to several hundred metres away. Firefighters
and ambulances rushed stunned survivors to
hospital as President Ashraf Ghani slammed the
blast as a “criminal act”. NATO commander in
Afghanistan General John Nicholson has said the
US decision to drop the GBU-43/B Massive
Ordnance Air Blast in Nangarhar province last
month was a “very clear message” to IS: “If they
come to Afghanistan they will be destroyed”.

Some observers have condemned the move
against a group that is not considered as big a
threat to Afghanistan as the Taleban. Others sug-
gested it would boost the Taleban, who have
been in a turf war with IS in Nangarhar. The
weapon, dubbed the “Mother of All Bombs”,
killed at least 95 jihadists, according to the
Afghan defense ministry, but fighting in the area
has continued.  Last week, two US troops were
killed in an operation against IS near where the
bomb was dropped. The Pentagon has said it is
investigating if they were killed by friendly fire.

Grinding conflict
Pentagon chief Jim Mattis warned of “another

tough year” for both foreign troops and local
forces in Afghanistan when he visited Kabul last
month, though he would not be drawn on calls
by Nicholson for a “few thousand” more troops
against the Taleban insurgents. But NATO chief
Jens Stoltenberg told a German newspaper
Sunday that the 28-nation alliance was consider-
ing boosting its troop strength once more given
the “challenging” security situation. 

The US has around 8,400 troops in the country
with about another 5,000 from NATO allies. Most
are taking part in NATO’s train, assist and advise
mission, though some are also carrying out
counter-terror missions targeting IS and Al-
Qaeda. First emerging in 2015, IS’s local affiliate
in Afghanistan overran large parts of Nangarhar
and Kunar provinces, near the Pakistan border,
but their part in the Afghan conflict had been
largely overshadowed by the operations against
the Taleban. Captain Bill Salvin, spokesman for US
Forces-Afghanistan, said the local IS presence

peaked at between 2,500 to 3,000 but that defec-
tions and recent battlefield losses had reduced
their number to a maximum of 800. “We have a
very good chance of destroying them in 2017,”
Salvin told AFP recently. Embattled Afghan forces
meanwhile have been straining to beat back the
Taleban insurgents since US-led NATO troops
ended their combat mission in December 2014. 

A report by US watchdog SIGAR said they suf-
fered “shockingly high” casualties in the first
three months of 2017. Afghan analyst Ahmad
Muradi told AFP Wednesday that whether
attacks are carried out by IS or the Taleban, “the
result is the same: it makes the government and
its international supporters tired, and security
forces too stretched out, fighting several ene-
mies on several fronts at the same time”. With
more than one third of Afghanistan outside of
government control, civilians continue to bear
the heaviest brunt of the fighting, with thou-
sands killed and wounded each year and chil-
dren paying an increasingly disproportionate
price, according to UN figures. — AFP 
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KABUL: An Afghan victim injured in a suicide attack lies in a ward at the Wazir Akbar Khan
hospital. — AFP 

SYDNEY: People leave the Farifax offices. — AP 

SYDNEY: Struggling Australian publishing
giant Fairfax Media said yesterday it would
axe around a quarter of its newsroom staff in
Australia, prompting journalists at two of the
company’s major newspapers to strike.
Fairfax’s announcement that it would slash
125 editorial jobs at its Australian newspapers
came just hours after the company’s New
Zealand operation lost out on a proposed
merger with another New Zealand publisher.
The companies had hoped the merger would
save money and stave off job cuts.

Fairfax, which has seen a decline in its
advertising revenue and circulation numbers,
is attempting to cut costs by 30 million
Australian dollars ($22 million). The company
had axed 120 jobs from its Australian news-
rooms a year ago in an earlier cost-cutting
measure. In response to the latest cuts, work-
ers at The Sydney Morning Herald and
Melbourne paper The Age, voted to go on a
one-week strike. Sean Nicholls, a journalist at
the Herald, blasted the job cuts as short-
sighted and a threat to media diversity. If the
Herald and Age shut down, Nicholls said,
Sydney and Melbourne would be left with
just one daily newspaper each, both run by
Rupert Murdoch’s News Corp.

“This threatens the very existence of the
newspapers, let alone the future quality of
our newspapers,” Nicholls told reporters. “We
acknowledge that the media in Australia, like
everywhere else in the world, is in a very diffi-
cult position. But just cutting jobs again and
again and again is not the way to do it.”

Fairfax Media, which owns Fairfax New

Zealand, had hoped to ward off even deeper
job losses by merging its New Zealand opera-
tion with NZME, which publishes New
Zealand’s largest daily newspaper. But yester-
day, New Zealand’s Commerce Commission
rejected the proposal, saying the benefits of
saving money and extending the life of some
newspapers did not outweigh the harm it
would cause to democracy. The commission
said the combined company would have con-
trolled nearly 90 percent of the daily newspa-
per market and a majority of traffic to online
New Zealand news.

“This merger would concentrate media
ownership and influence to an unprecedented
extent for a well-established modern liberal
democracy,” Commission Chairman Mark Berry
said in a statement. He said the merger would
have reduced the quality of news and the diver-
sity of voices. He said competition between
news outlets resulted in better content.

Both Fairfax and NZME said they were dis-
appointed by the commission’s decision.
Fairfax said it would need to cut costs and con-
solidate some of its publications, while NZME
said it was considering its options. NZME shares
were down 11 percent after the announce-
ment. E tu, the union representing journalists,
said it welcomed the commission’s decision.
Senior Industrial Officer Paul Tolich said the
union agrees with the commission that media
monopolies are unacceptable. He said the
union favors imposing a special tax on compa-
nies like Google and Facebook, which take a
majority of the online advertising revenue
without producing any news content. — AP
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YANGON: Police are hunting five gem scav-
engers who discovered a huge jade boulder
at a mine in northern Myanmar after a senior
regulatory official accused them of leading an
attempt to steal it. The prospectors found the
8.7 ton block of the precious stone last week
in a mine at Hpakant in Kachin State, where
they normally work at night picking through
the scraps left by the owners. They later
returned with around 10,000 other people
and tried to move the huge rock to a nearby
school compound but were stopped by the
company that owns the site, Taut Pa Kyal.

“When the workers found the jade stone,
many people came to that area...  many illegal
workers and many rich men who wanted to
buy the stone,” said local aid worker Dashi
Naw Lawn. “The company called the army to
keep control of the situation.” Local MP Tin
Soe said Taut Pa Kyal paid the men who found
the stone between 30-40 million kyat
($22,000-30,000) each and all of the other
workers in the crowd another 10,000 kyat to
disperse.

In total the company said it paid out over

100 million kyat, according to Tin Hoe. But the
deputy director of the state-backed regulator
Myanmar Gems Enterprise, Nay Tun, has since
filed charges against the five men for
attempted aggravated theft of the enormous
boulder. “We are trying to arrest them,” police
officer Khin Oo from the Lone Khin police sta-
tion in Hpakant told AFP on Wednesday. “We
still don’t know where they are.”

Myanmar is the source of nearly all of the
world’s finest jadeite, a beautiful green stone
highly prized in neighboring China where it is
known as the “stone of heaven”. In October
workers in Hpakant-the heart of Myanmar’s
jade-producing region-found a 174-tonne
piece of jade worth about $5 million. But the
secretive trade is poorly regulated and enor-
mously dangerous. Hundreds of poor itiner-
ant miners die every year in landslides as they
scour for pieces of jade left behind by the
industrial diggers that have carved up the
landscape. The industry is overseen by the
Myanmar Gems Enterprise, run by former mil-
itary men, which both regulates the sector
and makes money from the mines. — AFP 

DAR ES SALAAM: Press freedom in Tanzania is
being squeezed under President John Magufuli,
leaving journalists fearful. France-based watch-
dog Reporters Without Borders (known by its
French acronym, RSF) ranked Tanzania 83rd out
of 180 countries in its latest annual press free-
dom report. The East African country was down
a dozen places from the previous year, repre-
senting the second-largest decline in the world,
after Nicaragua.

Magufuli, nicknamed “tingatinga”-meaning
“bulldozer” in Swahili-was elected in October
2015. His talent for publicity-grabbing stunts that
bolster his reputation as a no-nonsense, corrup-
tion-busting man of the people, have made him
wildly popular among some. But his intolerance
of criticism, impulsiveness and disregard for due
process worry others who see a wide authoritari-
an streak at the core of his populism. Magufuli
“tolerates no criticism of himself or his program,”
RSF said in a commentary published with the
report last month. Tanzanian journalists have
watched with concern as their situation has
worsened under Magufuli. “Press freedom is
being seriously limited,” said Jenerali Ulimwengu,
a veteran journalist, legal expert and former
diplomat. “We are facing many challenges.”

Ulimwengu said Tanzania’s Media Services
Act of 2016 in particular “restricts people from
practising independent journalism” by granting
the government “extensive powers to control
the freedom of the press.” “We complained
under previous regimes, but today we are really
starting to suffocate,” said a reporter at the
Swahili language daily Mwananchi, on condi-
tion of anonymity.

‘What can my pen change’? 
“We cannot even denounce abuses by a

member of the president’s entourage, because
then the president feels personally targeted,”
the journalist  added, cit ing the case of
Maxence Melo, founder of the whistle-blowing
Tanzanian website JamiiForums. Melo was
arrested late last year and faces prosecution for
not disclosing his sources for stories that
revealed alleged corruption in private compa-
nies with links to government.

RSF said last year that since Magufuli’s inau-
guration, several radio stations have been sus-
pended and at least a dozen people are being
prosecuted for critical comments made on social

media. In August 2016, advocacy organization
the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) said
Magufuli’s government “has taken a series of
steps to restrict Tanzania’s media environment.”
Journalists in Tanzania have responded to the
deteriorating situation with weary resignation
and self-censorship.

“What can my pen change in a country where
even MPs are arrested for criticizing the infallible
president?” asked a journalist working for the
private daily The Guardian, who also did not
want to be named. “Self-censorship is becoming
widespread,” the reporter added. In March, a
group of Tanzanian organizations led by the
Legal and Human Rights Centre (LHRC) began a
year-long campaign of seminars and discussions

to push for respect for freedom of expression
and the review of new laws, including the Media
Services Act, which they say is too restrictive and
needs to be reformed.

Magufuli, however, shows no sign of backing
down. In January, he criticized two unnamed
Tanzanian publications, accusing them of “jeop-
ardizing national peace” and “incitement”. He
compared the newspapers to media houses in
neighboring Rwanda that called for the wiping
out of ethnic Tutsis ahead of the 1994 genocide.
“This will not happen under my watch,” he said,
in words reminiscent of Rwanda’s own strong-
man leader, President Paul Kagame, who is
known for restricting basic freedoms while
pushing for economic growth. — AFP 
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NEW DELHI: Indian police have detained four
members of a hardline Hindu militia founded
by the chief minister of Uttar Pradesh on sus-
picion of killing a Muslim man who had
helped an interfaith couple elope, an investi-
gating official said yesterday. 

A 60-year-old farmer was killed on Tuesday
by a mob that included members of the
Hindu Yuva Vahini, or Hindu Youth Force, set
up by Yogi Adityanath, a priest recently
named by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
lead India’s most populous state. Adityanath,
backed by his volunteer force, spearheaded
the campaign of Modi’s Bharatiya Janta Party
(BJP) in this year’s Uttar Pradesh state polls,
helping to secure a landslide victory in the
northern state.

Since his appointment, units of the Hindu
Yuva Vahini have ramped up their anti-Muslim
rhetoric and launched a campaign against so-
called “Love Jihad” - what they regard as an
Islamist strategy to convert Hindu women
through seduction and marriage.

“The case of a Hindu girl eloping with a
Muslim boy led to religious tension and mem-
bers of the Hindu Yuva Vahini declared it was
Love Jihad,” said Jagdish Sharma, a police offi-
cer leading investigations in Bulandshahr dis-

trict, 70 km (40 miles) to the southeast of
India’s capital New Delhi. “The Muslim farmer
was beaten to death in a mango orchard after
he refused to share the whereabouts of the
couple,” said Sharma.

The spokesman of the Hindu Yuva Vahini,
PK Mall,  denied that any members of
Adityanath’s youth force had been involved in
the attack. “We don’t want Muslims to convert
Hindu girls but we are not involved in any
criminal activity,” he told Reuters. “There is a
clear conspiracy to insult Yogi Adityanath and
our religious group.”

Adityanath, who heads a Hindu sect
based in eastern Uttar Pradesh, has a histo-
ry of rabble-rousing street politics, and his
sudden rise to political prominence has
stoked tensions with Muslims who make up
19 percent of Uttar Pradesh’s 220 million
people. Since his appointment, members of
the Hindu Yuva Vahini have called on police
to enforce a ban imposed by Adityanath on
illegal slaughterhouses and taken action to
halt sales of meat from unlicensed butchers’
shops run by Muslims. Adityanath, accord-
ing to Indian media reports last weekend,
urged members of the group “behave with
decency”. — Reuters 
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AHMADABAD: Indians burn an effigy of Pakistan and shout anti-Pakistan slogans
during a protest in Ahmadabad, India, yesterday. Two Indian soldiers were killed and
their bodies mutilated Monday in an ambush by Pakistani soldiers along the highly
militarized de facto border that divides the disputed region of Kashmir between the
nuclear-armed rivals, the Indian army said. But Pakistan denied any such attack, call-
ing the Indian claims false. — AP 


