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BANGKOK: There were moments when
Naruedee Jotsanthia thought she’d never
smile again. The Thai schoolgirl says she was
left facially disfigured last year after a
teacher threw a mug at her head. The attack,
which went viral and sparked renewed
debate about the country’s deeply hierarchi-
cal education system, locked one side of her
face in a downward droop and left her
unable to close her left eye.

“When I saw my face, I just couldn’t
accept it,” the 18-year-old from Thailand’s
impoverished northeastern Korat province
told AFP. “I thought about hurting myself. I
really just could not believe it.” Naruedee had
always dreamed of becoming an air hostess,
but felt there was little chance an airline

would ever consider hiring her. Yet eight
months on she is smiling again thanks to
months of costly medical therapy and daily
exercises funded by strangers. “I might not
be 100 percent normal,” she said, a hint of
paralysis still visible on her left side. “But I am
very satisfied already on what I have
achieved so far. At least I can smile again.”
The attack was one of a number of recent
events that have sparked intense public
anger over how authority figures treat
underlings in a country where questioning
your superiors is taboo.

Last year video footage went viral of a
student forced to grovel at her teacher’s feet
following a disagreement over whether she
was allergic to egg-tofu soup. A Thai Air Asia

stewardess was also forced to prostrate her-
self on the floor before a disgruntled passen-
ger, prompting an apology from airline boss
Tony Fernandez.

Military values 
Teachers are near sacrosanct in Thai cul-

ture, afforded huge respect and deference.
But many education reform advocates argue
such extreme kowtowing discourages criti-
cal thinking in students, pointing out that
school standards in the comparatively
wealthy nation have been slipping for years.
Education for Liberation of Siam, a group
advocating schooling reform, said the
authorities should do more to “make schools
free from violence, change attitude about

punishment and take quick action in cases
like these.” Yet Thailand’s culture of deference
has become more intense since the military
seized power in 2014. Junta chief Prayut
Chan-O-Cha has ordered all school children
to recite his “twelve values” daily, which
include respecting parents, teachers, elders
and “maintaining discipline”. So far
Naruedee’s medical treatment has cost as
much as three times the annual income her
family brings in as cassava farmers in
Thailand’s impoverished northeast.  

The bill has been picked up by the
Pavena Foundation, which assists women
trying to escape abuse and also helped
Naruedee find a new school.  “It’s taken five
months, we can see Naruedee looking nor-

mal again, she can now shut her mouth and
eyes,” Pavena Hongsakula, a former politician
who founded the foundation, said. The
school admits the teacher attacked
Naruedee but disputes whether the paraly-
sis, which emerged the day after the assault,
was caused by the mug.  The school director
said they paid the family 50,000 baht
($1,450) compensation and that the teacher
was transferred to another school.  Police
have charged him with assault but the attor-
ney general’s office has yet to push ahead
with a prosecution. Naruedee now wants to
focus on chasing her dream of becoming an
air hostess. “I don’t know if I’m dreaming too
high or not,” she said, breaking out into a
wide grin. — AP 

Thai girl learns to smile after teacher assault

SEIBGJU: In this April 28, 2017 photo, South Korean residents attend a rally to oppose a plan to deploy an advanced US missile defense system
called Terminal High-Altitude Area Defense, or THAAD, near the system’s site. — AP 

BEIJING: China yesterday called on all parties in
the Korean standoff to stay calm and “stop irritat-
ing each other” a day after North Korea said the
United States was pushing the region to the
brink of nuclear war. The United States has urged
China, reclusive North Korea’s lone major ally, to
do more to rein in its neighbor’s nuclear and mis-
sile programs which have prompted an assertive
response from the Trump administration, warn-
ing that the “era of strategic patience” is over.

The United States has sent a nuclear-powered
aircraft carrier to Korean waters and a pair of
strategic US bombers flew training drills with the
South Korean and Japanese air forces in another
show of strength this week. Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman Geng Shuang, asked about
the bomber flights, the drills and North Korea’s
response, stressed that the situation was “highly
complex” and sensitive.

“The urgent task is to lower temperatures
and resume talks,” he told reporters. “We again
urge all relevant parties to remain calm and
exercise restraint, stop irritating each other,
work hard to create an atmosphere for contact
and dialogue between all sides, and seek a
return to the correct path of dialogue and nego-
tiation as soon as possible.” The flight of the two
bombers came as US President Donald Trump
raised eyebrows when he said he would be
“honored” to meet North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un in the right circumstances, and as his
CIA director landed in South Korea for talks.
North Korea said the bombers conducted “a
nuclear bomb dropping drill against major
objects” in its territory at a time when Trump and
“other U.S. warmongers are crying out for mak-
ing a preemptive nuclear strike” on the North.

China opposes THAAD
“The reckless military provocation is pushing

the situation on the Korean peninsula closer to
the brink of nuclear war,” the North’s official
KCNA news agency said on Tuesday. Tension on
the Korean peninsula has been high for weeks,
driven by concern that the North might conduct
its sixth nuclear test in defiance of UN Security
Council resolutions. In a telephone call with his
Philippine counterpart Rodrigo Duterte, Chinese
President Xi Jinping urged all sides to exercise
restraint and return to the correct path of talks
as soon as possible, state radio reported.

The US military’s THAAD anti-missile defence
system has reached initial operational capacity
in South Korea, US  officials told Reuters,
although they cautioned that it would not be
fully operational for some months. China has
repeatedly expressed its opposition to the sys-
tem, whose powerful radar it fears could reach
inside Chinese territory, just as Trump has
praised Chinese President Xi Jinping for his
efforts to rein in North Korea.

It was widely feared North Korea could con-
duct a nuclear test on or around April 15 to cele-
brate the anniversary of the birth of the North’s
founding leader, Kim Il Sung, or on April 25, the
85th anniversary of the foundation of its Korean
People’s Army. The North has conducted such
tests or missile launches to mark significant
events in the past.

‘Honored to meet Kim’ 
Instead, North Korea held a big military

parade featuring a display of missiles on April 15
and then a large, live-fire artillery drill 10 days
later. Trump drew criticism in Washington on
Monday when he said he would be “honored” to
meet North Korea’s young leader. “If it would be
appropriate for me to meet with him, I would
absolutely, I would be honored to do it,” Trump
told Bloomberg News.

Trump did not say what conditions would be
needed for such a meeting to occur or when it
could happen. “Clearly conditions are not there
right now,” White House spokesman Sean Spicer
said. Trump warned in an interview with Reuters
on Thursday that a “major, major conflict” with
North Korea was possible, while China said last
week the situation on the Korean peninsula
could escalate or slip out of control.

Trump has stepped up outreach to allies in
Asia to secure their cooperation to pressure
North Korea, and over the weekend he spoke
with the leaders of Thailand, Singapore and the
Philippines in separate phone calls. The US
ambassador to Indonesia, Joseph R Donovan,
told reporters Indonesia was among several
countries that the United States was urging take
a “fresh look” at their North Korea ties.

He declined to go into details  of  what
action the United States wanted, but said: “We
are hoping that countries will look at what
they can be doing to br ing Nor th Korea
around to meaningful steps to end its nuclear
and missile programs.” 

Trump’s calls to the Asian leaders came after
North Korea test-launched a missile that
appeared to have failed within minutes, its
fourth successive failed launch since March. It
has conducted two nuclear tests and a series of
missile-related activities at an unprecedented
pace since the beginning of last year.

The North is technically still at war with the
South after their 1950-53 conflict ended in a
truce, not a treaty, and it regularly threatens to
destroy the United States, Japan and South
Korea. Trump and Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Tuesday meanwhile spoke by tele-
phone about Syria and “about how best to
resolve the very dangerous situation in North
Korea”, the White House said. — Reuters 
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BANGKOK: Thai police said yesterday
they were trying to locate Red Bull heir
Worayuth Yoovidhya who reportedly fled
to Singapore on his private jet days
before a warrant was issued for him over
a fatal hit-and-run in 2012. After years of
dodging prosecutors, 32-year-old billion-
aire Worayuth has become a poster child
for the impunity enjoyed by elites in
starkly unequal Thailand.

Authorities finally issued an arrest
warrant for the scion last week after he
failed to make a final deadline to meet
prosecutors-nearly five years after he
sped off after mowing down and killing a
policeman with his Ferrari in downtown
Bangkok. But Worayuth, known by his
nickname “Boss,” slipped out of the coun-
try just days before the warrant was
issued, according to police. 

“First we have to locate him and then
we have to go from there. If we can’t
locate him then we can’t do the next
step,” deputy national police spokesman
Colonel Krissana Pattanacharoen told
AFP. Immigration officers told local
media Worayuth left for Singapore on
his private jet on April 25. Police are
seeking to confirm whether he is still

there. The two countries do not have an
extradition treaty.

Krissana said investigators were seek-
ing to have his Thai passport revoked.
“We have contacted the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to see if it’s possible to
revoke his passport,” he said. Ministry
spokeswoman Busadee Santipitaks told
AFP: “We have not received any formal
communication but stand ready to coop-
erate with law enforcement agencies.”

Several charges against Worayuth
have expired during the lapse between
the car crash and his arrest warrant, a
period that saw the heir continue to lead
a lavish, jet-setting lifestyle with frequent
stops in the kingdom. But he still faces
up to 10 years in prison for reckless driv-
ing that resulted in death, an offence that
will be valid until 2027. Worayuth’s bil-
lionaire clan has inherited the fortune
built up by his grandfather Chaleo
Yoovidhya, who co-founded the Red Bull
brand with Austrian Dietrich Mateschitz
in the 1980s. Chaleo passed away in
March 2012, leaving his family some $22
billion and control of more than 50 per-
cent of the energy drink empire, accord-
ing to Bloomberg. — AFP

BEIJING: China is tightening rules for online
news as censors try to control a flood of
information spread through instant-mes-
saging apps, blogs and other media sources
that are proliferating across the country. The
rules announced Tuesday will require online
publishers to obtain government licenses
and block foreign or private companies
from investing in online news services or
directly disseminating news.

Chinese news outlets will have to under-
go a security review before working with
foreign companies, according to a state-
ment from the Cyberspace Administration
of China, the agency charged with enforc-
ing the rules, which take effect June 1. The
move follows a crackdown on dissent
under Communist Party leader Xi Jinping
that has led to tighter controls on what can
be published online.

With the latest rules, the government
will require internet companies to censor
what their customers see or risk losing their
right to distribute news, Chinese media
expert Qiao Mu said. “This is aimed at the
companies rather than the individual users,”
he said. “It’s not only to ideologically con-
trol information, but also to control the
source of the information.” There are more
than 700 million internet users in China.
Authorities have long sought to block
material considered subversive by erasing
objectionable items off news sites and
microblogs. Under an elaborate censorship
system that ’s been dubbed the Great
Firewall, websites such as Twitter, Facebook
and YouTube are blocked.

Circumvent the system 
Many internet users in China regularly cir-

cumvent that system by using virtual private
networks, or VPNs. Those offer encrypted
connections intended to thwart censorship
and allow access to banned sites. The new
rules adopt a more proactive approach, dic-
tating restrictions on news site ownership
and funding and targeting companies or
individuals that violate them. News services

will face penalties such as criminal prosecu-
tion if they fail to “persist in ... serving social-
ism,” promote a “benign online culture,” and
“safeguard the national interest.”

Qiao said three of China’s biggest inter-
net companies - Baidu, Tencent, and
NetEase - could be affected. Each provides
access to news: Baidu via its popular search
platform, Tencent through the WeChat
messaging app and NetEase through its
Mobile News app. Numerous smaller news
providers that use the larger companies’
platforms also would fall under the new
rules, Qiao said. Baidu spokeswoman
Whitney Yan said the company had no
comment. Representatives of Tencent and
Netease did not immediately respond to
questions about the new rules.

The rules target Chinese internet servic-
es and seem unlikely to affect foreign news
organizations and websites based overseas,
many of which are already blocked in China.
How much information gets filtered out will
be determined by how forcefully agencies
including the Cybersecurity Administration
enforce the new rules, said Zhan Jiang with
the Department of International Journalism
and Communication at Beijing Foreign
Studies University.

The official Xinhua News Agency charac-
terized the rules as a security measure
intended in part to protect the privacy of
users. But the rules also reveal rising anxiety
among the country’s rulers over a “digital
activism” that is driving change across
Chinese society, said Xiao Qiang, director of
the China Internet Project at the University
of California at Berkeley. Those worries have
been heightened, he said, by the sudden
rise in popularity of quasi-autonomous
services such as WeChat, which has become
ubiquitous in some major cities.”There are
millions of Chinese netizens capable of cir-
cumventing the Great Firewall,” Xiao said,
adding that has left leaders fearful “of losing
control of online media, which plays an
essential role of shaping public minds in
China today.” — AP 

SEOUL: North Korea yesterday confirmed the
arrest of a US professor for trying to “overturn”
the regime, as tensions spike between the isolat-
ed nuclear-armed nation and Washington.  Kim
Sang-Duk, or Tony Kim, became the third
American held in the North when he was
detained at the capital’s airport on April 22 as he
tried to leave the country, after teaching for sev-
eral weeks at an elite university. 

In the North’s first confirmation of the profes-
sor’s detention, the official Korean Central News
Agency (KCNA) said he had been held for “com-
mitting criminal acts of hostility aimed to overturn
the DPRK”, using an abbreviation for the country’s
official name. It added that Kim was “under deten-
tion by a relevant law enforcement body which is
conducting detailed investigation into his crimes”.
The confirmation of Kim’s detention comes as
Pyongyang issues increasingly belligerent rhetoric
in a tense stand-off with the administration of new
US President Donald Trump over its rogue
weapons program. Kim had been teaching
accounting at the Pyongyang University of
Science and Technology (PUST), which said last
month that the professor had been held. 

‘Religiously devoted man’
The school-founded by evangelical Christians

from overseas and opened in 2010 — is known
to have a number of American faculty members

and pupils are generally children from the coun-
try’s elite. In a statement in late April the univer-
sity said the arrest was “not connected in any
way with the work of PUST”. It added that the
Swedish embassy in Pyongyang-which handles
issues involving US citizens as Washington has
no diplomatic ties with the North-was “actively
involved” in talks. Kim is a former professor at

Yanbian University of Science and Technology in
China, close to the Korean border. Its website
lists his specialty as accounting. South Korea’s
Yonhap news agency has given Kim’s age as 55
and said he had been involved in relief activities
for children in rural parts of North Korea.  It cited
a source familiar with the matter who described
Kim as a “religiously devoted man”. — AFP
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BEIJING: In this Thursday, April 28, 2016, photo, visitors at a social network compa-
ny’s booth try out booklets which enable people to connect global clients during the
Global Mobile Internet Conference. — AP 

N Korea media confirms arrest of US professor

PYONGYANG: This image made from May 21, 2014, video shows a building at the Pyongyang
University of Science and Technology. — AP 


