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KARACHI: The Pakistan Cricket Board
yesterday sent a legal notice to its
Indian counterpart for failing to honor
an agreement to play a bilateral series,
saying this had cost them $60 million.
The Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Pak istan
Cricket Board (PCB) in 2014 under
which they were due to play six series-
four  to  be hosted by Pak istan-
bet ween 2015 and 2023.  But  New
Delhi denied clearance for the series

following strained diplomatic relations
between India and Pakistan owing to
ceasefire violations in the disputed
Himalayan state of Kashmir. PCB chair-
man Shaharyar Khan said legal meas-
ures were being sought as Pakistan
was suffering lost revenues.

“We have initiated the legal process
by sending BCCI a Notice of Dispute
under  the Dispute Resolut ion
Committee Terms of reference of the
International Cricket Council,” Khan
told AFP.  “PCB has claimed the losses

and damage suffered by i t ,  which
comes to around 60 million dollars, as
a  result  of  BCCI ’s  breaches  of  the
agreement.” Under the agreement
India were due to take on Pakistan in
November-December 2015, but they
refused to play in the neutral venues
of United Arab Emirates or Sri Lanka.

Pak istan is  due to tour  India in
November-December of this year but
that is also highly unlikely as New
Delhi continues a boycott of bilateral
series which started in the wake of

t h e  2 0 0 8  M u m b a i  a t t a c k s .  T h e
attacks,  blamed on mil itants from
Pa k i s t a n ,  l e f t  1 6 6  p e o p l e  d e a d
i n c l u d i n g  fo re i g n  t o u r i s t s  a n d
brought  the t wo nat ions  c lose  to
another war.

Pakistan did tour India for a short
limited-over series in December 2012
but the arch-rivals have not played a
full bilateral series since 2007. The gov-
ernment of  Indian Pr ime M inister
Narendra Modi has also refused visas
to Pak istan’s  junior  hockey team,

wrestling team and squash players in
the last 12 months. Khan said if the
BCCI did not reply in seven days the
matter  would be taken to the
International Cricket Council’s Dispute
Committee. Cricket matches between
Pakistan and India attract millions of
viewers around the world and gener-
ate huge revenues. Despite the bilater-
al boycott the teams have faced each
other in ICC events and are are due to
meet in a Champions Trophy match in
Birmingham on June 4 this year. —AFP 

Pakistan board claims $60m from India in lost revenues

BRIDGETOWN: Kraigg Brathwaite (L) of West Indies hits 4 during the 4th day of the 2nd Test match between West Indies and Pakistan at
Kensington Oval.—AFP 

BRIDGETOWN: Misbah-ul-Haq missed a Test
century by one run for the second consecutive
match but Azhar Ali completed three figures
as Pakistan took a first innings lead of 81,
totalling 393 in reply to the West Indies’ 312
on the third day of  the second Test  at
Kensington Oval in Barbados on Tuesday.
Mohammad Abbas then removed K ieran
Powell to a catch at the wicket in the 14 overs
the home side faced in their second innings
before the close of play.  They will resume on
the fourth morning at 40 for one, still needing
41 more runs to erase the first innings deficit
with opener Kraigg Brathwaite and Shimron
Hetmyer at the wicket.

Deprived of the landmark when stranded
on 99 not out in the first innings of the first
Test in Jamaica, the Pakistan captain appeared
destined to accomplish the feat on this occa-
sion, only to be dismissed in a bizarre manner,
triggering a mini collapse in which three wick-
ets fell for 13 runs just before tea.

Having survived an optimistic appeal for
LBW against his West Indian counterpart Jason
Holder the ball before, Misbah attempted to
pull out of the way of the next delivery which
lifted sharply and came off the glove for Shai
Hope to gleefully hold the catch at second slip.
His typically phlegmatic, unflustered innings
lasted almost five hours in which he faced 201
balls, striking two sixes and nine fours. It was
also the first time he was dismissed in the
series after two unbeaten innings in Kingston.

His surprise demise broke a brisk 57-run
partnership with Asad Shafiq after earlier
adding 98 with Ali ,  the opening batsman
reaching a painstaking 13th Test century in
mid-afternoon before he was caught at the
wicket off Devindra Bishoo for 105, the leg-
spinner’s third success of the innings. Ali’s
marathon effort occupied seven-and-a-half
hours during which he faced 278 deliveries,
stroking just nine boundaries in an innings
characterized by considerable discipline and
patience.

BOWLING PITCH
Buoyed by Misbah’s departure, West Indies

enjoyed further success just before tea when
wicketkeeper-batsman Sar fraz  Ahmed
became fast bowler Shannon Gabriel’s second
wicket, edging an attempted drive to Powell
at first slip. Off the very last ball of the after-
noon session, Shafiq was ruled leg-before to
the miserly Holder, although Pakistan’s tail
wagged to the tune of another 64 runs after
tea, Yasir Shah being last out to Gabriel, who
led the home side’s bowling effort with four
for 81 off 32 overs.

Those eventful sessions after lunch were in
direct opposition to the tedium of the morn-
ing, where 54 runs came off 26 overs as Ali and
Misbah batted with almost exaggerated care
on a pitch showing increasing signs of wear
and offering disconcertingly variable bounce.
“This pitch is very difficult to bat on and it was
important that we did the hard work to get a
first innings lead,” said Pakistan coach Mickey
Arthur in putting his side’s very deliberate bat-
ting approach into context. “We need our spin-
ners to hit their lines and lengths on the fourth
day because it will be extremely tough to
chase any sort of decent target in the fourth
innings here.” —AFP 

Windies respond after Ali
ton, Misbah out for 99

West Indies 1st Innings - 312
Pakistan 1st Innings (overnight 172 for 3)
A. Ali c wkpr Dowrich b Bishoo 105
A. Shehzad c Hope b Bishoo 70
B. Azam c and b Gabriel 0
Y. Khan c Gabriel b Bishoo 0
Misbah ul Haq c Hope b Holder 99
A. Shafiq lbw Holder 15
S. Ahmed c Powell b Gabriel 9
S. Khan c Chase b Gabriel 16
M. Amir c Hope b Holder 10
Y. Shah c wkpr Dowrich b Gabriel 24
M. Abbas not out 1
Extras (b-16, lb-16, nb-12) 44
Total (all out, 140 overs) 393
Fall of wickets: 1-155 (Shehzad), 2-156 (Azam), 3-161
(Younis), 4-259 

(Ali), 5-316 (Misbah), 6-325 (Ahmed), 7-329 (Shafiq), 8-
354 (Amir), 9-384 (Shadab)
Bowling: S. Gabriel 32-6-81-4 (9nb), A. Joseph 19-5-48-0,
R. Chase 19-2-74-0 (1nb), J. Holder 29-11-42-3 (2nb), D.
Bishoo 41-11-116-3.

West Indies 2nd Innings
K. Brathwaite not out 8
K. Powell c wkpr Ahmed b Abbas 6
S. Hetmyer not out 22
Extras (b-4) 4
Total (1 wkt, 14 overs) 40
Fall of wicket: 1-8 (Powell)
To bat: S. Hope, V. Singh, R. Chase, S. Dowrich, J. Holder,
D. Bishoo, A. Joseph, S. Gabriel
Bowling: M. Amir 4-2-7-0, M. Abbas 5-1-14-1, Y. Shah 3-1-
6-0, S. Khan 2-0-9-0.

SCOREBOARD

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados: Scoreboard at stumps on the third day of the second Test between the West Indies and
Pakistan at Kensington Oval in Barbados yesterday:

BUENOS AIRES: Argentina must beat
England in next month’s two-test home
series to restore the image formed at the
2015 World Cup and erase the memory of a
poor 2016 season, former Pumas captain
Agustin Pichot told Reuters. Pichot, World
Rugby’s vice-president, also said in an inter-
view in Buenos Aires he would like to bring
the 2017 World Cup to Argentina and that
his country would make an exciting desti-
nation for a British and Irish Lions tour. 

The June test series may not be against
England’s best, who have contributed 16
players to tour New Zealand with the Lions
at the same time, but Pichot said the
Pumas can still expect a very strong side
under Eddie Jones. “We need to win,” said
Pichot. “After last year our image wasn’t
great, so now we need to win and playing
locally against England it’s a must. “Eddie
Jones is doing very good work. He is bring-
ing a lot of young players, so that could be
very dangerous for Argentina.  Even against
a non-Lions England team it’s going to be
very tough.”

Pichot took Argentina to the top rungs
of the game with his leadership of the
bronze medal-winning Pumas at the 2007
World Cup in France. He helped them find a
place in the southern hemisphere’s Rugby
Championship, and he watched proudly as
they reached the semi-finals again in
England two years ago.  But 2016 was a
year of transition, with more disappoint-
ments than success. It left Argentina with
barely two wins in nine tests and a slump
to ninth in the rankings before next week’s
2019 World Cup draw in Japan, where
Pichot was headed yesterday.

‘NEW PROFESSIONALISM’
He said Argentina made no excuses for

ending up in the third tier of seeds for the
draw and landing in a pool that will include
two top-eight teams - with the risk of miss-
ing out on the quarter-finals - but there
were mitigating factors. “After that (2015)
World Cup, which was a great achievement,

with the (introduction of the) Super Rugby
team, there were many things that
changed the reality of Argentine rugby,”
Pichot said. “The difficulties of the Rugby
Championship, plus Super Rugby, plus the
November tour was very hard on the play-
ers and the results were not those expect-
ed,” he said, considering that Argentina
have a pool of around 45 players from
which to pick a team for the Jaguares fran-
chise and the Pumas.

“You have to go through this process (of
change), the professionalism that is new in
Argentina, to get better. You have to take
into consideration that Argentina’s profes-
sional rugby started in 2016. “The difficulty
is that in Super Rugby and the Sevens
series, two cross-regional and even inter-
hemisphere competitions, you have to trav-
el (huge distances) to play against profes-
sional teams.”

Dealing with such demands on players
is a key issue Pichot and World Rugby presi-
dent Bill Beaumont have at the top of their
priorities in improving the game. “(Player
safety) is a very important subject on the
agenda, or maybe the most important ...
regarding concussion, regarding travel,”
Pichot said. “Unfortunately there are some
things on the calendar that you can’t
change. We discuss these issues with the
players. We have a very good relationship
with the International Players’ Association.
The players want to play, the clubs want to
make money, the international game wants
to carry on. We need to work harder to see
when we give the players the necessary
rest so they can perform better.”

A longer term goal of Pichot’s is to bring
the World Cup to Argentina, with 2027 the
first realistic target. “We are a long way
towards the goal of at least having
Argentina considered for a Rugby World
Cup, (but) we really want that, the country
needs that and I think we have a great
country to host it, hopefully we can have
the right bid with the government’s sup-
port,” he said.— Reuters 

Pumas must restore image 
against England: Pichot 

PRAGUE: This file photo taken on April 28, 2017 shows a man and a woman playing a
footballpool match. —AFP 

World’s first ‘footballpool’ 
league kicks off in Prague

PRAGUE: A dark-haired girl kicks a white
football gently towards a black eight ball,
then wrings her hands in despair as she fails
to sink it in the corner pocket for a win.
Katerina Ziegelova, a 26-year-old clerk, is one
of the pioneers of footballpool, the latest
addition to the hybrid sports family. The
Czech footballpool league has just kicked off
in Prague, after the sport made its debut
world championships in the Czech capital in
February.

A combination of football and pool, the
sport uses inflatable footballs-white, solids
and stripes like in pool-and a playground with
six corner and side pockets, proportionately
larger than the regular pool table. No cues are
needed as the players kick the white ball,
walking on the pitch. “I’m not much of a foot-
ball fan but I like pool, and this combination
is very interesting,” says Ziegelova, who has
teamed up with her boyfriend Lukas.

Clad in black-and-yellow shirts complete
with numbers and names, they lost their
opening league tie against a team led by Jiri
Novotny, who has organised the competition
together with a friend. Novotny is no stranger
to ball games, having scored 20 goals in 89
matches for the Czech Republic national fut-
sal team, according to the Czech Football
Association website. “I  saw a video on
Youtube where two Americans played the
game in a garden, drinking beer and doing a
barbecue,” the wiry 28-year-old futsal defend-
er told AFP. “So we designed the table, set up
a footballpool association and started calling
it a sport,” he said, adding this was the first
such competition in the world. Footballpool
pits two teams with two players against each
other, with each player taking on each oppo-
nent in two matches.

This was the formula used at the first
world championships at a shopping mall in
Prague. “We had 70 teams from countries
including Algeria, Kyrgyzstan, Brazil,
Afghanistan, Germany, Slovakia,” says
Novotny, adding that a Czech-Slovak team
won. Prague is also scheduled to host the
next worlds in February 2018.

Shopping malls are a typical venue for the
sport as Novotny said he leased the legless
footballpool “tables” to companies like bowl-
ing alleys which then charge clients a fee to
play. “This is really a game for anyone-at the
tournaments we have organised, we had chil-
dren, pensioners, women, men,” said Novotny.
The footballpool association currently has 15
playgrounds across the Czech Republic. In
May, it expects to install another twenty.

BIG NAMES 
Novotny has managed to lure some big

football names, including former Hearts and
West Brom striker Roman Bednar and ex-
Dortmund and Liverpool midfielder Patrik
Berger to the sport. “It’s not just kicking the
ball, I like sports that require some thinking
and precision, like this one,” Bednar told AFP.
“I must say I fell in love. It’s not a bad sport at
all, and it’s for everyone who likes new things.”
Among active players, Czech striker Jan
Chramosta, a former under-21 international
currently plying trade with the top-flight side
Mlada Boleslav, is equally excited.

“It’s fun. You can make various bets and
spice up the experience a bit,” he said,
adding he had already taken on a few of his
teammates. “I t ’s a lot about technique,
about the way you kick the ball, about tricks
and rotation. Not that I’m an expert there,”
he chuckled.—AFP

SYDNEY: The International Olympic Committee
could lose one of its most influential officials
when vice president John Coates faces the first
challenge in almost three decades to his leader-
ship in Australia. Coates, who has been presi-
dent of the Australian Olympic Committee for
27 years and who heads the IOC’s coordination
commission for the 2020 Tokyo Games, is up for
election against Danni Roche
in a secret ballot at the AOC’s
annual general meeting on
Saturday in Sydney.

Roche, a 1996 Olympic
field hockey gold medalist,
has offered to work for free
and promised to direct more
funding to athletes. Her
pledge comes during an
often acrimonious campaign
which has brought up divi-
sions within the Australian
Olympic community. The IOC
has said Coates would lose
his senior international positions under cur-
rent regulations if he does not retain the
Australian role. Yesterday, Coates and Roche
used the country’s leading business newspa-
per - the Australian Financial Review - to pro-
mote their causes. Coates said the sound
financial position of the AOC, and his strong
leadership of it, make him the candidate best
suited to the job. “We are welcome at the
highest levels of international deliberations,”
Coates wrote in a column. “We speak with
authority on Olympic bids and selection
processes, on gender equality, on protecting
clean athletes, on models for reducing the
cost of Olympic venues and on relationships
with sponsors and the media. “And when the
time comes for Australia to again step forward
and ask to be considered to host the greatest
event on earth, our confidence, expertise and

wisdom will hold us in good stead.”
Australia has twice hosted the Summer

Games - in 1956 in Melbourne and at Sydney
in 2000, which then-IOC president Juan
Antonio Samaranch called “the best Olympic
Games ever.” But Coates’ leadership has been
questioned in recent weeks amid accusations
of bullying within the organization. His long-

time media director, Mike
Tancred, stood down from
his duties pending an investi-
gation. Tancred has denied
the bullying allegations
made by former AOC chief
executive Fiona de Jong, but
said last week he would step
aside until the matter was
resolved. To add to the con-
troversy, Coates has feuded
over the past year with
Australian Sports
Commission chairman John
Wylie over government fund-

ing. In February, Coates was quoted by Fairfax
Media as using a crude vulgarity to refer to
Wylie after refusing to shake hands at a track
and field meet.

The Coates-Roche vote has divided high-
profile former athletes and officials. Among
those, beach volleyball gold medalist Natalie
Cook has gone on record as supporting Coates,
while 1983 America’s Cup-winning yachtsman
John Bertrand, now head of Swimming
Australia, said Roche deserved a shot at the
presidency. In her published campaign plat-
form, Roche said she will forgo Coates’ yearly
remuneration of 750,000 Australian dollars
($565,000) and will propose a 100,000
Australian dollars ($75,000) salary package for
the president - which she would waive for the
entirety of her term - to illustrate her commit-
ment to the funding of athletes.—AP 

John Coates’ IOC VP 
title on line in vote

John Coates


