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KUWAIT: Kuwait Shooting Sport Club
received a letter from Public Authority
for Sport (PAS), congratulating them
on the ruling of the court of
Arbitration for sports (CAS), which
annulled every decision taken by
International Shooting Sport
Federation (ISSF) against Kuwait.

In his letter, Director General of
PAS Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah said, he, on
behalf of all  board members and
employees congratulate KSSC on the
occasion of this ruling. He said the rul-
ing is due to the efforts of Eng Duaij
Khalaf Al-Otaibi and KSSC board
members and the hard work that
resulted in removing the injustice
that was inflected on Kuwait shoot-

ing. Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber wished that the joy
be universal with the lifting of sus-
pension on all sports federations. 

PAS congratulates
Kuwait Shooting
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Liverpool are hungry for 
Champs League: Mignolet

LONDON: Liverpool must maintain their
focus and get results in their three remaining
Premier League games as they fight for a top
four finish to play in the Champions League
next season, goalkeeper Simon Mignolet has
said. Liverpool’s 1-0 win over Watford on
Monday helped them pull three points clear
of fourth-placed Manchester City and four
clear of fifth-placed Manchester United, both
of whom have a game in hand.

The race for a top four spot will go down
to the wire and Mignolet is wary of getting
complacent after three wins in their last five
league games. “We have to keep going how
we are. We are in good shape but things can
still change. We have to keep our focus, keep
our feet on the floor and keep grinding out
results,” Mignolet told Brit ish media.
“Everybody is very hungry to play in the
Champions League.  It’s where you want to
play. But we’re not there yet and there’s still
a lot of hard work ahead of us.”

Five of Liverpool’s six league losses this
season have been against teams outside the

top six and they host ninth-placed
Southampton, travel to 15th-placed West
Ham and end the season at relegation-
threatened Middlesbrough. “I think we’ve
played a lot of good football this season,”
Mignolet said. “But sometimes you have to
learn how to play against these sorts of
teams. We accepted that a lot had to change
in that type of game. I think we’ve shown we
have learned a lot. “To win at places like West
Brom, Stoke and Watford shows we can do
this. We have three more games like this to
play. We have to keep that balance and grind
those results out.” 

LIVERPOOL TO RENAME 
STAND AFTER DALGLISH

Meanwhile, Anfield’s Centenary Stand is
to be renamed in honor of Liverpool legend
Kenny Dalglish, the club announced yester-
day. Dalglish, 66, won eight league titles,
three European Cups, two FA Cups and five
League Cups during a glittering 13-year
st int  as a player and two managerial
tenures. The Kenny Dalglish Stand will be
officially opened in a ceremony later this
year. “It is testament to Liverpool’s history and
status that we are not lacking in truly great
individuals, whose names could easily grace a
stand at Anfield,” said principal owner John W
Henry in a press release. “But in Kenny
Dalglish we have a person who carries such
immense significance to the fabric of this
club, so it feels somewhat incumbent on us to
recognise this in a manner that is befitting to
the man. “His name is synonymous with our
club, with our home and the city of Liverpool.
Now it will be as visible as it is palpable.”

As well as his role in Liverpool’s golden era
in the 1970s and 1980s, Dalglish also received
plaudits for supporting victims’ families after
96 fans died in the 1989 Hillsborough stadi-
um disaster. Anfield has two sets of gates
dedicated to former managers-the (Bill)
Shankly Gates and (Bob) Paisley Gates-but
none of its stands currently carries the name
of an individual.

“We recognize this won’t sit comfortably
with Kenny’s default position of humility and
self-deprecation, but as we approach the club’s
125th anniversary year now is the right time in
the club’s illustrious history to leave this legacy,”
said chairman Tom Werner. “For decades he has
served the club and the city with the steadfast
attitude that the collective always comes ahead
of the individual.” The Centenary Stand sits
across the pitch from Anfield’s giant Main Stand,
which was reopened last year after work to
increase its capacity by 8,500 seats. — Agencies 

MADRID: Real Madrid’s Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo runs for the ball during the UEFA Champions League semifinal first leg football
match Real Madrid CF vs Club Atletico de Madrid at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium. — AFP 

MADRID: Cristiano Ronaldo is human after all,
or so he claims, despite sealing another “spe-
cial” Champions League night with a hat-trick
to put Real Madrid on the verge of the final
once more. Ronaldo’s treble sealed a com-
manding 3-0 semi-final, first leg lead over
Atletico Madrid and extended his advantage as
the top scorer of all-time between the two
sides with 21 in Madrid derbies. “With a combi-
nation of dedication and hard work, things
come naturally,” said Ronaldo yesterday. “I am
happy, lucky and human.” Ronaldo’s second
hat-trick of the season against Atletico took his
tally a stunning eight Champions League goals
in his last three outings having hit five as Real
saw off Bayern Munich 6-3 in the quarter-finals.
“It was a game full of emotions. The team was
phenomenal and to score three goals made it a
special night,” he added.

The front pages of Madrid sports dailies
Marca and AS agreed. “A colossal Cristiano KOs
Atletico with three goals,” said Marca. “Real
Madrid played great, but it was he who applied
the finishing touch three times over,” read AS’
editorial. Contrary to previous years, Ronaldo,
32, is in the best form of the campaign at the
business end of the season having been consis-
tently rested against weaker opposition by

Coach Zinedine Zidane to reserve his best for
the big occasion. “I don’t know whether it’s all
down to him being rested,” said Zidane.
“Goalscoring is something he has over others,
that is what makes him unique.”

EUROPEAN PEDIGREE 
Ronaldo has now scored three more

Champions League goals than Atletico have in
their history with 103. That stat sums up the dif-
ference in European pedigree between Madrid’s
two major clubs. For all the great work done to
revive a sleeping giant in Atletico by Diego
Simeone over the past five-and-a-half years,
ending their hex against Real in the Champions
League continues to allude them.

The past three seasons have seen Atletico
fall by the narrowest of margins due to late
goals and via a penalty shootout in last year’s
final. Most worryingly for Simeone, this was not
the same hard luck story. Atletico were well
beaten, failing to even register a single shot on
target. “A disappointing Atletico didn’t wake up
from their nightmare of the past few years,”
concluded Marca. Atletico do have one final,
unlikely shot at redemption in next
Wednesday’s second leg (May 10).

Despite their disappointment and despair, a

special atmosphere is assured as it will be their
final European game after 50 years at the Vicente
Calderon. “It seems impossible, but it is football
and football has these unexpected things that
make it marvelous,” said Simeone. “Until the last
drip of hope is gone, we will give it everything
we have. “Being Atletico Madrid we might just
be capable of it.”

It is more likely being Atletico will mean miss-
ing out to Real once more. Anything but a mira-
cle will leave Atletico headed for what could be a
turbulent summer on and off the field. Doubts
remain over whether their new 67,000 Wanda
Metropolitano stadium will be ready in time for
the start of next season as planned. As things
stand, Simeone can’t strengthen his squad due
to one-year transfer ban.

And they risk losing their prized asset with a
host of clubs, including Real and Manchester
United willing to meet Antoine Griezmann’s 100
million euro ($109 million) buyout clause. Not
that Ronaldo or Real will care. Their quest for his-
tory looks set for a Cardiff final on June 3 where
they could become the first side to retain the
trophy in the Champions League era. “We have a
small advantage, we are a step away from Cardiff
and hopefully we can finish it off,” added
Ronaldo. — AFP 

Hard work is the key to 
Ronaldo’s record feats

BASTIA: French police arrested 11 men
yesterday over the crowd trouble which
forced the Ligue 1 match between Bastia
and Lyon to be abandoned at half time.
Five people were already facing prosecu-
tion after a group of hardcore fans at the
turbulent Corsican club invaded the pitch
at their home ground on April 16 to attack
the Lyon players. “We do not blame them
for the violence, but we believe that these
people entered the pitch and pursued the
Lyon players,” Bastia prosecutor Nicolas
Bessone told AFP after the latest wave of

arrests. The 11 face up to a year in prison if
found guilty of encroaching onto the
pitch. Five others will go before a court on
May 15 over the incidents, when Bastia
fans invaded the pitch before the game
and at half  t ime. Two Lyon players,
Anthony Lopes and Mathieu Gorgelin, filed
police complaints after being attacked and
the match was called off at half time.
French football authorities are due to
decide on disciplinary measures against
the club-already bottom of Ligue 1 and
facing relegation today. —AFP 

French cops arrest 11
over Bastia violence

LONDON: Ilie Nastase will be barred from
Wimbledon’s Royal Box this year following
the former world number one’s behavior at
last month’s Fed Cup tie against Great
Britain. Romania team captain Nastase was
ejected from his team’s match in Constanta
after a series of foul-mouthed rants. The 70-
year-old was overheard making an appar-
ently racist comment about Serena Williams’
unborn baby when he said: “Let’s see what
colour it has.  Chocolate with milk?”

Nastase also asked British captain Anne
Keothavong for her hotel room number,
verbally abused umpire Jaume Campistol
and referee Andreas Egli before swearing at
Keothavong and the British player Johanna
Konta as he was sent from the court. The
two-time Grand Slam champion was escort-
ed from the venue by security staff and
banned for the rest of the tie. 

He defied that by briefly returning the
following day, however, and had pointedly
refused to apologise in the immediate after-
math, saying he had no regrets. Nastase,
who twice finished as runner-up at

Wimbledon in the 1970s, is awaiting sanc-
tion by the International Tennis Federation
after being hit with a provisional suspen-
sion. Although the eccentric Nastase has
been a regular alongside celebrities and
sporting greats in the prestigious Royal Box
in previous years, the All England Club indi-
cated last week that it wouldn’t invite him
this year and their chairman Philip Brook has
now made that official. “What he did, we
have to say his actions were not very good.
We condemn them,” Brook told reporters at
Wimbledon yesterday. “In terms of an invita-
tion to the Royal Box he is not going to
receive one.  I can confirm that.”

Although the ITF ban doesn’t cover
Grand Slams, Wimbledon officials said he
could be “turned away” if he tried to buy a
ticket while still under investigation. “At the
moment he is under a temporary suspen-
sion by the ITF. We would support that,” All
England Club chief executive Richard Lewis
said. “He is under investigation. We will see
what their conclusions are. We will wait for
the outcome.” — AFP 

Nastase barred from Royal Box 

LONDON: Former champion Maria Sharapova’s
hopes of playing at this year’s Wimbledon cham-
pionships could hinge on a June 20 meeting of
tournament organizers unless the Russian hits
form in forthcoming events in Madrid and Rome.
Sharapova, who returned last week after a 15-
month ban for an anti-doping violation, could
still climb high enough in the WTA rankings to
earn a spot in the main draw or Wimbledon’s
qualifying tournament at Roehampton the week
before. Failing that the 2004 champion’s partici-
pation would be at the mercy of the Wimbledon
wildcard committee.

“We have a long-standing tried and tested
process (for awarding wildcards) in the week
before qualifying and this year is no different,” All
England Club chairman Philip Brook said at a
news conference yesterday. “First we will see if
Maria applies for a wildcard and if so we will con-
sider her case alongside everyone else’s. “It will
be a decision for the group on the day.”

Sharapova reached the semi-finals in
Stuttgart last week as a wildcard entrant, playing
her first tournament since her ban for taking the
prohibited substance Meldonium at the 2016
Australian Open. Her world ranking rose to 262.
The cut-off date to get back around the top 100,
which usually ensures direct entry into the main
draw, is May 22, the day after the conclusion of
the Rome tournament in which Sharapova has
been handed another wildcard.

If she falls short of the main draw, Sharapova
could still climb high enough up the rankings to
make Wimbledon’s qualifying event. The cut-off
date for that is June 5, in the middle of the
French Open.  A strong performance from the
former world number in Rome, and in Madrid
the week before where she has also been hand-
ed a wildcard, would spare the All England Club
a tough decision as she could return to
Wimbledon on merit.

PLAYERS UPSET
Her return has riled several players, includ-

ing former world number one Carol ine
Wozniacki and former Wimbledon runner-up
Eugenie Bouchard, both of whom have criti-
cized tournament organizers for handing five-
times grand slam champion Sharapova wild-
cards into their events.

Reigning men’s Wimbledon champion Andy
Murray has also questioned whether Sharapova
should receive special treatment and on Tuesday
said he believed tournament chiefs would be
“hoping they don’t have to make the decision”.
While at pains to say any application by

Sharapova for wildcard would be treated like
any other, Brook hinted that reputation could
influence the wildcard sub-committee which
includes himself, Wimbledon tournament refer-
ee Andrew Jarrett and former British number
one Tim Henman.

“We will also consider what might add inter-
est to the tournament. So, if someone had a very
strong playing record here at Wimbledon, that
would be a factor in our consideration as well,”
Brook said.  Sharapova’s case could also be
strengthened if she played at any of the grass-
court events in Nottingham, Birmingham or
Eastbourne in the lead-up to Wimbledon. “We do
appreciate players who play in grasscourt tour-

naments in the build-up to Wimbledon and suc-
cess in those, for a number of years now, had
been rewarded (with wildcards).”

Wimbledon will be without 23-times grand
slam singles winner Serena Williams who is preg-
nant while former world number one Victoria
Azarenka is also yet to return after becoming a
mother. The 30-year-old Sharapova failed an
anti-doping test for the heart drug Meldonium
after failing to realize it had been added to the
WADA banned list at the end of 2015. Sharapova
is also waiting to hear if she will be handed a
wildcard for the French Open, a tournament she
has won twice.  That announcement will be
made on May 16. — Reuters 

Wimbledon keeps Sharapova 
guessing on wildcard entry 

STUTTGART: Russia’s Maria Sharapova returns to France’s Kristina Mladenovic during their
semifinal match at the WTA Porsche Tennis Grand Prix. — AFP 

Simon Mignolet


