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KUWAIT: Jazeera Airways, the first private airline in
Kuwait and the Middle East, was recently ranked #1
in the region and # 2 on a grand global scale for their
2016 performance on overall punctuality. The airline
topped with an average On-Time performance (OTP)
of 92.6 percent, in the annual OAG Punctuality
League - the industry’s most comprehensive annual
ranking of on-time performance (OTP) for the
world’s airlines and airports. 

The accreditation was judged based on On-Time
percentage of flights that depart or arrive within 15
minutes of airline schedule, by the international
leader in air travel intelligence. The OAG Punctuality
League is derived from the most comprehensive air-
line schedules database in the world and is the most
transparent global benchmark for the world’s airlines
and airports. OAG leverages the world’s largest net-
work of air travel data to provide accurate, timely,
actionable digital information and applications to
the world’s airlines, airports, government agencies
and travel-related service companies.

“We are extremely proud of this achievement as
being recognized among the best in class on a

global scale and as an unchallenged regional
leader is testament to our commitment to maxi-
mum customer satisfaction and operational excel-
lence. Our legacy is a journey of strategic turning
points and noteworthy recognitions thanks to our
dynamic and customer-centric workforce”, said Mr
Rohit Ramachandran, Chief Executive Officer at
Jazeera Airways. 

‘Reaching for an undisputed stance as industry
leaders in OTP is a key business objective for Jazeera
Airways, as punctuality in travel is vitally important
to ensure our customers enjoy a comfortable, reli-
able and worry-free experience to their destinations.
We owe our continuous industry recognition to the
excellence and outstanding contribution of our
immensely dedicated operational team, who works
tirelessly to optimize timely efficiency across the
board,” added Mr Ramachandran.

Since its inception in 2004, the national airline
strengthened its footprint by currently flying to over
15 destinations and continues to serve as a beacon
of excellence by initiating products and schemes
that suit its traveler’s needs. 

Jazeera Airways receives best ‘On Time Performance in 2016’ 

KUWAIT: The new GLA is turning heads across
the world, and the Middle East is no exception.
The latest model of this exceptional compact
SUV sees an upgraded visual accentuation in
both interior and exterior design, plus new and
updated equipment lines. The new GLA is char-
acterized by its sporty dynamic design idiom,
light-footed handling and extensive individual-
ization options. 

As the first compact SUV from Mercedes-Benz,
it breathed fresh air in its market segment where
it has established itself as a major player. “The
new facelift gives the GLA a more powerful
appearance and off-road prominence. Among
our range of compact cars, the GLA’s impressive
off-road capabilities stand out. It is the ideal com-
panion to those seeking to complement an
active lifestyle with a sporty driving style,” com-
mented Lennart Mueller-Teut, Head of Marketing
and Communications, Mercedes-Benz Cars
Middle East.

Expressive design, technical performance
The GLA’s progressive design and striking SUV

genes are enhanced by the off-road comfort sus-
pension (with a body of 30 millimeters) that
results in higher ground clearance and higher
seat position, thereby significantly improving its
off-road capabilities. Modified bumpers, addi-
tional light-alloy wheels and the new alluring col-
or “canyon beige” characterize the 2017 model at
first glance.

Impressive interior values
The interior of the new GLA, styled with high-

quality materials and excellent workmanship, is
enhanced by new seat covers, trim parts and
chromed control panels. The Luxury Exclusive
Package features extraordinary luxury seats with
black leather in a buffalo look. The trim parts
used here are a choice of trapezium-grain alu-
minum, light brown satin-finish poplar wood,
and high-gloss brown walnut. An especially
exclusive offering is the matte black ash wood
and AMG trim parts in carbon fiber. 

The 360-degree camera, an exclusive offering
in this market segment, records the car’s direct
surroundings, and depicts them either as a full-
image or in seven different split-screen views on
the media display. Among them is also a virtual
top view of the car, produced by data from four
cameras: the front, reverse and one for each of
the exterior mirrors.

The comprehensive range of standard equip-
ment include the LED High Performance head-

lamps (replacing the current bi-xenon head-
lamps in the front and rear) that illuminate bril-
liantly and are characterized by a color tempera-
ture similar to daylight, thereby relieving strain
on the eyes during journeys at night. In the rear,
brake lights and indicators are controlled in three
intensities: full brightness by day, a medium level
for driving during the night and a lower level
when at a standstill.

Safety first 
Safety is a top priority at Mercedes-Benz and

the GLA’s technical capabilities reassert this com-
mitment. Standard offerings include the “Active
Brake Assist,” designed to warn drivers of insuffi-
cient distance to vehicles ahead, and when nec-
essary, deliver situation-appropriate braking.
Furthermore, if the system detects a lack of
responsiveness from the driver, it initiates
autonomous braking to prevent collision or mini-
mize the consequences. Other standard safety-
enhancing offerings include “ATTENTION ASSIST”
which is capable of detecting typical signs of
drowsiness via steering behavior and warns the
driver of an imminent micro sleep.

More comfort 
The engineers at Mercedes-Benz made every

effort to enhance the GLA’s utility and practicali-
ty - this included integrating new features into
the rear compartment. With the optional
HANDS-FREE ACCESS, exclusive in this market
segment, the boot lid can be opened and
closed by foot movement, without the need to
use hands or exert extra effort - accompanied
by a warning signal. 

Mercedes-AMG is continuing its model initia-
tive with visual and technical enhancements to
the GLA 45 4MATIC. Another distinguishing fea-
ture of the new Mercedes-AMG GLA 45 4MATIC is
the sharpened front section. The front apron has
been given a more dynamic shape, new air
intake grilles, a front splitter insert in silver
chrome plus flics in high-gloss black. 

The twin louver on the AMG Twin Blade radia-
tor grille is now in silver chrome, as are the
inserts in the side sill panels. Available as an addi-
tional option are the multi-spoke 20-inch light-
alloy wheels, which come in two color variants:
either painted matte black with high-sheen rim
flange or painted titanium grey with a high-
sheen finish.

Fine interior 
The GLA’s extensive upgrades extend to the

interior. Upgrades include the generously sized
trim, extending over virtually the entire width of
the car; its fundamental structure is painted mat-
te with a high-gloss surface that bears AMG let-
tering. It is available in black/silver in conjunction
with the Exclusive package or in black/red with
the AMG Exclusive package (offered only in the
Levant). The vehicle key and the E-Select lever
now bear the AMG emblem as standard.

2.0-litre turbo engine
With a maximum output of 280 kW (381 hp)

and 475 Nm maximum torque the Mercedes-
AMG GLA 45 4MATIC is among the most power-
ful cars in its segment. A speed of 100 km/h is
achieved from standstill in just 4.4 seconds. The
extremely agile 2.0-litre four-cylinder turbo
engine blends its thrilling performance and
exemplary efficiency with another best: the pow-
er-to-swept-volume ratio of 141 kW (191 hp)
marks a record for a series engine with four cylin-
ders - it raises the AMG engine to the level of
thoroughbred super sports cars. 

On the road, the turbocharged AMG 2.0-litre
four-cylinder engine thrills with rapid respons-
es to accelerator movements, high torque,
enormous flexibility and an emotional engine
note. The exhaust system features an automati-
cally controlled exhaust flap as standard. The
intensity of the engine note changes according
to the currently active AMG DYNAMIC SELECT
driving mode. 

Shorter ratios 
Agile and dynamic power transfer is made

possible by the AMG SPEEDSHIFT DCT 7-speed
sports transmission. Thanks to the shorter ratios
selected in gears three to seven, the driver enjoys
an even more appealing acceleration experience
in all speed ranges. Together with optimized
response and shift times, the closer ratio spread
smoothes transitions when up shifting. 

KUWAIT: All eyes were on Bahrain as the
MIT Enterprise Forum (MITEF) for the Pan
Arab Region announced the deserving
winners of the 10th MIT Enterprise Forum
Arab Startup Competition in a final award
ceremony held at the Kingdom of
Bahrain’s International Circuit on April 27,
2017. The ceremony welcomed public fig-
ures, investors, media personnel and busi-
ness entrepreneurs from across the globe. 

This year’s competition was organized
in partnership with Community Jameel, a
social enterprise organization that oper-
ates a wide range of initiatives which pro-
mote and contribute towards positive
societal change and economic sustain-
ability; Zain Group, a leading telecommu-
nications innovator in eight markets
across the Middle East and Africa; and
Tamkeen, an organization tasked with
developing Bahrain’s private sector and
positioning it as the key driver of eco-
nomic development. 

Prior to the final award ceremony, the
74 semi-finalists from 11 Arab countries
underwent a round of training and pre-
sented their work over a three-day period
from April 25th to the 27th to a jury that
brought together some of the Arab
world’s key investors and business peo-
ple. The winners selected by the jury from
three tracks: Startups, Social
Entrepreneurship and Ideas are:

Ideas Track:
Winner: Blink App (Egypt) - $15,000 
1st Runner up: SpicaTech Academy
(Lebanon) - $10,000 
2nd Runner up: Nano Green Hub (Egypt) -
$5,000 

Social Entrepreneurship Track:
Winner: Kiliim (Egypt) - $50,000
1st Runner Up: Mind Rockets (Jordan) -
$10,000 
2nd Runner up: Carpolo (Lebanon) -
$5,000

Startups Track:
Winner: Money Fellows (Egypt) - $50,000 
1st Runner up: Trukker (UAE) - $10,000 
2nd Runner up: Riego (Lebanon) - $5,000 

Aside from the monetary rewards, the
talented winners will also benefit from
advanced training sessions, personal
mentorship and guidance, as well as
receiving a great deal of media coverage
and excellent networking opportunities.
During the ceremony, Hala Fadel, Chair of
the board of MITEF Pan Arab said, “It is
time to invest more in the infrastructure
that helps young people to hone and
develop their entrepreneurial ideas,
stressing the importance of utilizing tech-
nological innovation towards the mod-
ernization and development of tools that
enable entrepreneurs to create techno-
logical solutions. This will in turn con-
tribute to the revitalization of the econo-
my and encourage the inauguration of
partnerships that can eventually trans-
form into large institutions that will house
impeccable talent and capacities with
opportunities to grow and develop.”

Fady Jameel, President of Community
Jameel International, said: “We believe
that investing in entrepreneurs and pro-
moting the development of a strong
ecosystem, alongside our partners, con-
tributes to developing a stronger econo-
my and providing opportunity through
access of resources. Our collaborations
allow us to provide critical support that
entrepreneurs need to overcome chal-
lenges and succeed in today’s market.
Our involvement with MITEF Pan Arab
has been an honor, and we remain com-
mitted to helping the next generation of
young entrepreneurs achieve their aspi-
rations.” Zain Group CEO-Operations,
Scott Gegenheimer said, “As a leading
innovative technology company, we are
acutely aware of the positive impact
innovation can have on improving the
quality of life of people everywhere.
Identifying and advancing entrepre-
neurship and the generation of new
ideas as early as possible is key to bring-
ing new concepts to commercial reality
and is a big part of the reason we sup-
port the MITEF Arab Startup
Competition.”

Gegenheimer added, “We believe the
difference between companies and coun-
tries that will succeed into the long term,
and those that underperform will be their
access to and use of technology.
Nurturing a culture of innovation is a fun-
damental requirement for sustainable
growth and we extend whole-hearted
congratulations to the semi-finalists and
winners of this year’s Competition. I’m
confident that many of these teams will
succeed in translating their ideas into suc-
cessful projects.” 

Dr. Nasser Qaedi, Planning and
Business Development Executive Director
in Tamkeen said, “Our support for the
competition stems from our belief in its
ability to inspire entrepreneurs to chal-
lenge themselves and present their ideas
in a healthy competitive environment,
leading them to further development and
expansion. We are also so proud to gather
the best entrepreneurs from the Arab
region, for them to learn from each other
and from the global ecosystem. We insist
on technology and innovation as one of
the main drivers going forward for entre-
preneurship in the Arab region.”

This year’s edition, which is of special
importance as it celebrated the competi-
tion’s 10th anniversary, registered years of
success and excellence while serving gen-
erations of young Arabs and their creative
entrepreneurial ideas. The competition
has become a highly anticipated event
that is associated with success. The Arab
youth who have taken part over the years
have been encouraged to innovate and
take charge of their entrepreneurial ideas,
receiving significant support and guid-
ance throughout. The result, ten years lat-
er, is a renaissance of entrepreneurial ini-
tiatives, the proliferation of creative ideas
and the adoption of those ideas by the
public and private sectors in support of
these exceptional young men and
women in the Arab world.

MITEF announces MITEF Arab 
Startup Competition winners 

Mercedes-Benz presents the new GLA 

KUWAIT: Exclusively available now at
Alghanim Auto, the all-new Ford F-150 Raptor
features six terrain modes designed to handle
the most demanding terrains. From off-road
rock crawling and desert running to on-road
sport mode, Raptor is ready for any type of
driving. Here’s a breakdown of each mode.

Normal
For everyday on-road driving duties, nor-

mal mode is a perfect balance of excitement,
comfort and convenience.

Sport
Mountain passes are no longer just for

Mustang, thanks to Raptor sport mode. For
spirited on-road driving, sport mode increas-
es throttle response and provides a sportier
steering feel - along with quicker shifting. The
transmission holds gears longer to keep you
in the power band.

Weather
When road conditions are less than ideal,

weather mode inspires confidence without
compromising driving pleasure. Weather
mode automatical ly  engages 4 Auto.
AdvanceTrac, throttle response and the shift
schedule are optimized for greater confi-
dence in slippery conditions.

Mud/Sand
For tackling trails and other off-road

treks, the mud/sand setting is your best
friend. 4 High and the electronic locking dif-
ferential automatically engage for driving
over loose or soft ground, and optimized
AdvanceTrac settings help Raptor keep its
footing. Steering is set to comfort, which
makes it easier to navigate along tight trails
and over obstacles.

Baja
Baja mode is where Raptor eclipses the

competit ion.  Designed for  high-speed
desert running, Baja mode places the vehi-
cle in 4 High, AdvanceTrac is programmed to
the least intrusive settings, and the throttle

map is adjusted for more linear power and
improved engine response to give the hard-
core off-road driver greater control. The
transmission has quicker shifts and holds
gears longer - keeping the vehicle in its
power band.

Rock Crawl
This setting is for intense off-road driving

and rock climbing at low speeds. Rock crawl
prompts the driver to place the vehicle in 4
Low, the electronic locking differential is
automatically engaged and AdvanceTrac is
set to the least intrusive settings for opti-
mum rock-climbing ability. Throttle modula-
tion and transmission response are opti-
mized for greater control. Additionally, the
front camera allows the driver to see what’s
right in front of the truck, and it can be kept
on at speeds up to 24 km/h.

Along with the individual AdvanceTrac
settings tied to drive modes, Raptor contin-
ues the Ford Performance tradition of allow-
ing the driver to program the system’s set-

tings to match conditions and skill level. The
driver can reduce traction control but keep
stability control on with a single press of the

electronic stability control button; or, by
holding the button for five seconds, the driv-
er can turn AdvanceTrac settings off.

All-new Ford F-150 Raptor 
features six terrain modes


