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SHANGHAI: China plans to launch its own online
encyclopedia next year, hoping to build a “cultural
Great Wall” that can rival Wikipedia as a go-to infor-
mation source for Chinese Internet users who
Beijing fears are being corrupted by foreign influ-
ences. China is under pressure to write its own ency-
clopedia so it can guide public thought, according
to a statement by the project’s executive editor Yang
Muzhi published last month on the website of the
Chinese Academy of Sciences.

He once listed Wikipedia, which is available in
China, and Britain’s Encyclopedia Britannica as

potential rivals and said the project aims to exceed
them, according to an article he wrote late last year.
The project, which will be under the guidance of the
state-owned China Publishing Group, “must have
Chinese characteristics,” he wrote, adding it would
be a “symbol of the country’s cultural and techno-
logical development” and increase its soft power
and international influence.

Unlike Wikipedia-and its Chinese version Baidu
Baike-which are written by volunteers and are in a
constant state of revision, the new project, which
was approved in 2011, will be entirely written by

professionals. So far over 20,000 scholars and aca-
demics have been enlisted to compile the project,
which aims to have more than 300,000 entries by its
2018 launch. The new encyclopedia will be based on
a previous printed version, published in book form
in 1993. A second edition, which can be accessed
through a special terminal, was released in 2009. The
newest version will be released online before being
published in a bound edition. China has over 700
million internet users but a 2015 report by US think
tank Freedom House found that the country had the
most restrictive online use policies of 65 nations it

studied, ranking below Iran and Syria. It has main-
tained that its various forms of web censorship-col-
lectively known as “The Great Firewall”-are necessary
for protecting its national security.

Sites blocked due to their content or sensitivity,
among them Facebook and Twitter, cannot be
accessed in China without special software that
allows users to bypass the strict controls. Beijing
issued a new restriction for online freedoms, requir-
ing Chinese Internet users to provide their real
names when accessing online news sources. The new
restriction will come into effect on June 1. —AFP 

China to launch own encyclopedia to rival Wikipedia

WASHINGTON: Facebook said yesterday it is hir-
ing an extra 3,000 staff to root out violent con-
tent as the social media giant faces scrutiny for a
series of killings and suicides broadcast on its
platform. “If we’re going to build a safe commu-
nity, we need to respond quickly,” chief execu-
tive Mark Zuckerberg said on his Facebook page.
“We’re working to make these videos easier to
report so we can take the right action sooner-
whether that’s responding quickly when some-
one needs help or taking a post down.”

The 3,000 new recruits, added over the com-
ing year, will increase by two thirds the size of
Facebook’s community operations team, which
currently numbers 4,500. Zuckerberg’s
announcement came a week after a 20-year-old
Thai man broadcast live video on the world’s
most popular social media platform, showing
him killing his baby daughter before committing
suicide. The previous week, a US man dubbed
the “Facebook Killer” fatally shot himself after
three days of a frantic nationwide manhunt.

“We’ve seen people hurting themselves and
others on Facebook-either live or in video post-
ed later,” Zuckerberg said. “It’s heartbreaking,
and I’ve been reflecting on how we can do bet-
ter for our community.” The additional reviewers
will “help us get better at removing things we
don’t allow on Facebook like hate speech and
child exploitation,” he said. “And we’ll keep work-
ing with local community groups and law
enforcement who are in the best position to
help someone if they need it-either because
they’re about to harm themselves, or because
they’re in danger from someone else.”

Critics say the social network has been too
slow to react to online violence, and questioned
whether Facebook Live-a strategic area of devel-
opment for the company-should be disabled,
after several cases in which it was used to broad-
cast rapes. Zuckerberg said Facebook has been
working on better technology that can identify

violent or inappropriate content-and that its
efforts to screen for acts of violence appeared to
be paying off. “Just last week, we got a report
that someone on Live was considering suicide,”

he said. “We immediately reached out to law
enforcement, and they were able to prevent him
from hurting himself. In other cases, we weren’t
so fortunate.” —AFP 

Dubai: Quest Software, a global systems
management and security software
provider, yesterday announced strong
industry momentum for its Data Protection
and KACE business (DP | KACE). The compa-
ny unveiled a new solution, Quest VROOM,
which combines the business’s market-lead-
ing virtualization management and data
protection software to empower IT and vir-
tual administrators to proactively manage,
monitor and protect data and applications
across multi-hypervisor and hybrid virtual
infrastructures. 

The new solution headlines a period of
strong momentum for the Quest DP | KACE
business. Validating the success of its data
protection business and its renewed focus
on the channel, Quest has seen a 23% year-
over-year growth in global channel book-
ings for its data protection solutions.
Additionally, as customers increasingly
move workloads to the cloud, the business
has seen 179 percent growth in Azure usage
for its Rapid Recovery data protection solu-
tion in the past six months. 

Reinforcing the value of the Quest KACE
solutions, more than seven million end-
points globally are now secured by Quest
KACE products. Approximately 2.3 million
endpoints have been configured for OS
deployment using the KACE Systems
Deployment Appliance, in the process
assisting organizations with OS migrations
and updates to corporate images and sav-
ing untold time for administrators. 

Likewise, KACE customers have created
more than 33 million Service Desk tickets
using the KACE Systems Management
Appliance, in the process helping organiza-
tions streamline IT asset management,
secure network-connected devices, and
service end-user systems more efficiently. 

Together, these data points verify the val-
ue the Quest DP | KACE business delivers in
helping customers better manage and pro-
tect their evolving hybrid IT environments. 

“As organizations deal with an increas-
ingly complex mix of physical, virtual and

cloud-based systems, the need to better
manage, monitor, and protect from the data
center all the way to the endpoint is para-
mount,” said Matt Vitale, Vice President of
North American Sales, Data Protection and
KACE. “Our robust portfolio of virtualization
management, data protection and end-
point security solutions coupled with our
commitment to our channel ecosystem
ensures we are well positioned for success.” 

Supercharging Virtualization
Management 

Despite the growing complexity of
today’s virtual environments, expectations
are greater than ever for IT and virtual
machine (VM) administrators to deliver
high-performance applications with zero
downtime, while also keeping expenses at a
minimum. Quest VROOM addresses the
increasing need for a solution that helps
Hyper-V, VMware and cloud IT (Azure and
AWS) admin meet these expectations by
maximizing resources to accelerate the per-
formance of an entire virtual infrastructure
and optimize the application experience for
end users, while proactively controlling
license and hardware costs. 

Key features and capabilities include: 
Improve user experience with end-to-

end everything. Gain complete, uninterrupt-
ed visibility into VMware and Hyper-V envi-
ronments with monitoring and manage-
ment across the entire virtualization infra-
structure stack. Organizations can protect
and recover full systems, applications and
data across physical, virtual and cloud
deployments. Cut costs with capacity and
resource management. Easily monitor and
assess current workload capacity, identify
shortfalls, analyze alternative scenarios, and
plan for data center growth or additional vir-
tualized workloads. Safely deploy additional
virtual machines (VMs) by identifying avail-
able slots. Forecast exhaustion of resources
in VMs and estimate purchasing require-
ments by modeling hardware changes. 

Quest data protection, KACE 
business gains momentum 

KUWAIT: Microsoft Corp. on Tuesday
announced a set of educational products and
services, inspired by teachers and students,
including a new Windows experience-
Windows 10 S— along with new experiences
in Microsoft Teams for a modern collaborative
classroom, new features in Minecraft and
mixed reality that spark creativity, a range of
Windows 10 S PCs for K 12 classrooms, and the
perfect Windows 10 S device for college stu-
dents -Surface Laptop.

Windows 10 S
Windows 10 S is a new Windows experience

streamlined for security and superior perform-
ance. With Windows 10 S, applications that
teachers and students download come from
the Windows Store where they are first verified
for security, and then locally they each run in a
safe “container” to ensure that Windows 10 S
offers the power of full-featured applications,
with experiences like the full version of Office
365, including all of the capabilities of
Microsoft Word, Excel, OneNote and
PowerPoint, among others. 

With Windows 10 S, educators and students
will have access to their favorite and most-used
applications across STEM, learning tools, secure
assessment tools, content publishers, interactive
whiteboards and more. Microsoft Edge in
Windows 10 S also makes it easier than ever for
students to organize research and manage
school projects with the new Tab Preview Bar.
With the support for Windows Ink in Microsoft
Edge, students can make notes directly on a web
page and share them with a classmate.

Microsoft Edge is compatible with the sites
educators and students frequently use.
Microsoft’s goal with Windows 10 S is to devel-
op its open, vibrant partner-centric ecosystem.
Device partners including Acer, ASUS, Dell,
Fujitsu, HP, Samsung and Toshiba offer a range
of new Windows 10 PCs for education today,
starting at $189 USD. In the coming months,
these partners will also offer a range of
Windows 10 S devices, from powerful and
affordable Windows Ink and touch PCs to beau-
tiful premium devices.

Bringing Microsoft Teams to the classroom 
Microsoft Word, Excel and PowerPoint Online

already allow students to co-author documents
in real time. Coming to the Microsoft Store for
Education later this year, new classroom experi-
ences in Microsoft Teams take collaboration to a
whole new level, and make Teams the digital
hub for the classroom where teachers and stu-
dents come to collaborate and learn. Together
with OneNote Class Notebooks and new assign-
ment and quiz experiences, teachers can easily
distribute content, grade work and personalize
learning, and communicate with students, par-
ents and staff.

Teams also enables teachers to bring in rich
and engaging content from the web, guest
speakers and solutions from education partners
like busuu, Canvas, Flipgrid and Kahoot! Most
importantly, Teams helps students develop the
communication and collaboration skills they’ll
need to be successful in the future.

Code Builder for Minecraft
Teachers in more than 100 countries are

using Minecraft: Education Edition to promote
creativity and collaboration in the classroom.
Minecraft has become a favorite resource with
students and with educators who are using it to
teach digital citizenship, inspire creative prob-

lem-solving and enable student-centered explo-
rations across the curriculum. Microsoft is broad-
ening the game’s appeal further with Code
Builder for Minecraft: Education Edition. 

This new feature is designed to inspire stu-
dents to learn the basics and the power of cod-
ing by combining the open worlds of Minecraft
with popular learn-to-code platforms such as
Tynker, ScratchX and a new open source plat-
form from Microsoft called MakeCode. Players
can move around, build and create in Minecraft
by writing code. A one-year free trial of
Minecraft: Education Edition and the Code
Builder extension are available today for
Windows 10 for schools around the world in the
Microsoft Store for Education.

Free offers for Teachers and Students
To make it easy and affordable to bring

Windows 10, Office 365 for Education with
Microsoft Teams and Minecraft to the classroom,
Microsoft is offering teachers and students the
following: New Windows 10 education PCs start-
ing at $189 USD. Free one-year subscription to
Minecraft: Education Edition for new Windows 10
education PCs. Free Windows 10 S for all schools
on any current Windows Pro PC. Free Microsoft
Office 365 for Education with Microsoft Teams.
Free trial of Microsoft Intune for Education 

Windows 10 S, Office 365 for Education with
Microsoft Teams, Minecraft: Education Edition
and Microsoft Intune for Education offer a com-
plete solution for teachers and students.

Surface Laptop
To bring the streamlined performance, sim-

plicity and security of Windows 10 Sto university
students, Microsoft is expanding the Surface
family of devices with Surface Laptop. Available
for preorder today in 20 countries, Surface
Laptop is the perfect balance of portability, per-
formance and elegance. Powered by Windows
10 S, Surface Laptop is engineered to start fast
and stay fast with a 7th-generation Intel Core
processor and up to 14.5 hours of battery life.1

Every detail is crafted to bring new form and
function to the classic laptop design, drawing
the user in. The vibrant 13.5-inch PixelSense
Display is optimized for touch and inking for an
immersive experience, and the optically bonded

Corning Gorilla Glass 3makes it as durable as it is
beautiful. The signature keyboard is covered in
luxurious Alcantara material and features a quiet
and responsive keyset, large precision trackpad,
and soft palm rest for a new level of typing com-
fort. Surface Laptop is available in four rich tone-
on-tone colors2: Platinum, Graphite Gold,
Burgundy and Cobalt Blue.

Surface Laptop starts at $999 USD and will be
available starting June 15. Customers can pre-
order Surface Laptop starting today in the US
and Austria, Australia, Belgium, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, New Zealand,
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland and the United Kingdom where
available at Microsoft Store, microsoftstore.com
and BestBuy.com. Surface Laptop will also be
available in Canada and China later this year, and
availability in other markets will be announced
in the coming months.

Bringing 3-D to classroom 
With 3-D and Windows Mixed Reality,

Microsoft is helping empower educators with a
whole new set of tools to create curriculums for
their students and peers. On Tuesday, Microsoft
announced a new feature coming to Windows
10 this fall, called View Mixed Reality. This feature

allows you to see 3-D content through your
screen into the real world as Mixed Reality, using
a simple RGB camera.

Microsoft also announced a new strategic
partnership with Pearson, one of the largest edu-
cation companies in the world, which is working
to integrate 3-D and mixed reality into its sec-
ondary and university level curriculum. By the
2018 school year, Pearson will offer curriculum in
health, commerce, history and STEM on
Windows Mixed Reality devices.

STEM Saturdays at Microsoft Store
Beginning Saturday, May 6, Microsoft Store

locations across the US, Canada, Puerto Rico and
Australia will host STEM Saturdays throughout
May in all full-line locations in addition to the
range of free programs year-round that empower
students and educators by providing direct access
to technology and hands-on learning. 

STEM Saturdays brings Microsoft
Education’s pop-up classrooms to Microsoft
Store and gives participants a hands-on experi-
ence building a sensor that measures the flex-
ion and extension of a finger to learn about the
anatomy of a human hand. Anyone, including
teachers, students and parents, can attend
STEM Saturdays workshops at a Microsoft Store
every Saturday in May.

Microsoft helps create the world of tomorrow

SAN FRANCISCO: In this file photo, Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg speaks during the keynote
address at the F8 Facebook Developer Conference in San Francisco. — AP
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