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CANNES: Thai actress Araya Alberta
Hargate known as Chompoo poses

as she arrives on May 17, 2017 for
the screening of the film ‘Ismael’s

Ghosts’ (Les Fantomes d’Ismael) 
during the opening ceremony of the

70th edition of the Cannes 
Film Festival. — AFP 
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Flying gravel

The court of appeal rejected a claim by a
woman for KD 5,000 in compensation for
damage to her vehicle as a result of flying

gravel on the roads. The rejection of the case sent
a message to everyone not to trouble themselves
to file more cases and hire lawyers, because those
who are affected due to the bad job by the con-
tractor and the ministry of public works need to
remain silent and accept the reality. Or take the
long road of insurance companies and garages to
repair the damage and pay for it.

For more than a year now, many people have
been suffering from the flying stones on the
roads that is damaging their cars, especially when
the windshield shatters, forcing motorists to pay
from their own pockets to change the glass and
repair the cars, whether tires or other parts. These
complaints led many people to sue the govern-
ment for damages, but it is no surprise that the
case was denied.

However, the committee for public utilities at
the National Assembly issued a report on the inci-
dence of flying gravel. It stated that the main rea-
sons for the occurrence of the problem is due to
lack of control, supervision and poor procedures to
ensure quality, and the responsibility for the dam-

age to the roads is between all concerned official
authorities, the ministry of public works and the
road contractors.

The committee also recommended not using
any new method unless scientific tests are con-
ducted over its durability and quality, and after
proving its success, to take appropriate measures
to prevent wastage of public funds. The report
added that the reasons for the problem were
volatility in terms of traffic density and the absence
of weight stations for trucks. The committee
assured that these considerations had to be taken
into account when finalizing contracts for the
design of asphalt mixtures. 

I believe that what is mentioned in the report is
understandable and clear to all. When we drive our
cars on a highway that was only built a few years
ago and we find cracks on the road, it shows the
poor work of the responsible party. Clearly, the
report indicates that there is no supervision in the
performance of the work. We the people are affect-
ed and even pay money to fix others’ mistakes,
while complaining is unacceptable! So what is the
solution? The public utilities committee has played
its role, and we have to wait for a new disaster to
remind ourselves that there is continuing neglect. 

Are we really, and I mean truly, free? Are we able to
shape our lives as we wish - as long as it does not
violate the law - or are we forever burdened by

societal expectations? Our personal choices are often
judged, scrutinized and even limited by “the social
norm”, even if those choices are deemed harmless to
others.

We all face social conditioning from early childhood.
In our teenage years, we start to experiment with indi-
viduality and self-expression. We begin to realize that
any different outfit or unique haircut could either get
you positive attention, or turn you into a laughing stock,
depending how you pull it off!

But what is truly fascinating is that individual think-
ing, more than anything, is what can really classify you
as a “weirdo”! Your only consolation would be to either
create or join a community of like-minded individuals,
or live as a hermit. As for your last resort, it would be to
suppress those strange thoughts - or your individuality -
and adopt the common way of thinking and living, at
the price of your inner voice. 

Individuality has a dear price that not many are will-
ing to pay; therefore most people choose the easier
path. And why not?! It’s a friction-free life where one is
easily accepted, only as long as they follow popular
behaviors and views, regardless of how true or how
suitable they are to the follower.

In a conservative and closely-knit culture like ours,

there are many social expectations for us in store - but
often very hard to fulfill. For example, there are pres-
sures to choose a certain major in college, followed by
expectations of when and where to work. There is also a
lot of intervening in deciding which life partner to
choose, and when one should get married - if ever. It
does not stop here; societal intrusion reaches as far as to
your choice of having children. Blatant questions such
as “When are you having children?” and “Why don’t you
have more kids?” are asked with no consideration of the
person’s privacy or personal preference.  

As for women, there are endless social expectations
and limitations on how to look and behave. Not owning
a luxury brand bag or shoes is enough of a reason to
shun a woman in the local female society. It seems that
these kinds of intrusive questions, pressures and sug-
gestions are here to stay, no matter how personal the
matter at hand. People need to develop quite a thick
skin to be able to still choose to live the way they want
despite these all-too-familiar voices.

Perhaps there are good intentions behind all these
questions and unsolicited advice, but how far will we
allow ourselves to decide for others how to go on about
their lives? And why do we ostracize anyone who is
even slightly different than us? But most importantly -
how far are we willing to compromise our constitution-
ally-given freedoms to please others? This is a question
definitely worth pondering.

KUWAIT: Local performers in the midst of a Kuwaiti folkloric dance. — Photo by Ahmed Srour / Kuna
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She sells her skillful artworks for prices ranging from
KD 5 to KD 50, depending on the size and design.
"People buy my products not only because they are
beautiful, but also because they know how much effort
I put into it," she told Kuwait Times. Analee manages
both her jobs and sti l l  finds time for her hobby.
Moreover, through her newfound pastime, she earns
extra to support her family. "For my paper craft job, I
collect newspapers from many offices that are in my
apartment building. Thankfully, they have a steady sup-
ply of newspapers, so I collect them a day later," Analee
said. She said she discovered her love for paper craft
when she started working as a cleaner. "I was clearing
my boss' desk and noticed a pile of newspapers. Just
when I was about to throw them away, I saw a beautiful
paper candy holder made out of newspaper on the cen-
ter of the table. My colleague who made it inspired me
to put the newspapers to good use," she said.

Analee learned the art of paper craft from her col-
league, and what started as a pastime soon turned into
a passion. "I went to my colleague's house to learn how
to make the candy holder," she recalled. "At first I only
wanted to recycle newspapers, but soon I became more
passionate about it and wanted to create more and
more artifacts, so I started collecting newspapers," she
told Kuwait Times.

Hobby into passion
This hobby has now become a part of her everyday

life in Kuwait. When she displayed her work at a com-

munity event for the first time, it all sold out within a
few hours. She then made some more because of pend-
ing orders. "This inspired me to make and sell more. My
boss is very supportive of it and all the earnings come
to me - they take nothing from it," she said.

Analee, who is unmarried, is the mother of an adopt-
ed son. The boy is now 16 years old. Ironically, Analee
said that she herself was adopted, just like her son. "I
only knew about my situation (of being adopted) a few
years before my parents died. My foster mother died
after a cataract operation due to an infection. I was 14
years old at that time. Then, my foster father remarried
and I felt mistreated, so after sixth grade I left home,"
she said. 

"At the age of 12, I was living on my own to sur-
vive. I had to work from a very young age because I
knew none of my siblings would ever show up to
help. I applied for all sort of jobs - from a construc-
tion worker to a farm worker to a caretaker of a fish-
pond. I also worked as a street cleaner, clerk and
timekeeper," she said. 

At 22, Analee met her biological father. "I remember
it was at a party that one of the attendees claimed to
know my mother. That man was my father. He said I
looked exactly like my mother, so he knew I was his
daughter. My father was quite famous in town, but on
visiting him at his house, his wife tried to bribe me to
keep quiet. I only wanted to meet my father, but I was
hurt, so I told her not to worry since it would be my first
and last visit," she said. 
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Papercraft: Transforming old 
newspapers into something beautiful and useful

By Ben Garcia 

Analee Garcia, 55, is a domestic helper who also works as a part-time
office cleaner - and a paper crafter. She can make something out of
almost anything - left over newspaper becomes flower vases, bags,

paper chandeliers, laundry baskets and pen holders. 



Analee is a hard worker. She never
complains or pretends that she is
fine. She admitted that there was
a time in her life when she was
addicted to alcohol and smoking.
But she managed to quit these
vices after adopting her son. "A
known 'hilot' (a herbalist) brought to
my home a two-week-old baby - the
mother had abandoned him because she didn't
want her family to learn about his birth. I turned the
child over to the village chieftain, who said the DSWD
(Department of Social Workers and Development) will
decide the fate of the child. Eventually, they gave me
legal rights to adopt the child, who is now 16 years old.
He knows his status and my responsibility towards him
as his mother. He is a blessing and I love him very much,"
she said. 

Single mom, hard working
Like many single mothers, Analee was working hard.

Her company at that time assigned her to Baguio City.
"While in Baguio City for a job, I got a chance to meet
Mary Corazon, my current boss. She is a Filipina married
to a Kuwaiti. She helped me out with the domestic
helper job. I have been working with her family for more
than 10 years now. They treat me as a member of the
family. And the part-time job was a reward for being a

loyal worker, which I am proud of," she said.   
Analee also thanked Philippines Ambassador Renato

Pedro Villa for the invitation to display her work. "He

purchased some of my work and
displays them in his office. I was very

proud of it. He has also invited me
to display my work at the embassy
this month. So I've been busy.
Now orders are pouring in - some-

times I have no time for myself
because of these orders," she said. "I

only studied till sixth grade - when I
need inspiration, I  visit  YouTube and

Google," she added. 
Analee was recently invited by a group to demon-

strate her work and share her knowledge about paper
craft. She said she loves to share her skills with anyone
who would like to learn more about this art form. 
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Literature: Helping us connect
Let’s start with literature. You may ask

well, why must we spend our time read-
ing poems, when out there we have a
war, people dying and mouths to feed?
Literature pulls us through emotions,
events and choices that we might go
through ourselves. Books that describe
tragedies of life like divorce, murder or
even the events that lead to a corrupted
government, will allow us to lead life safe-
ly and securely. It teaches us morals and
shows us how the people who are
ignored on the streets truly feel. 

Literature helps us connect - we are
taken across continents and through dif-
ferent cultures. It feeds our morals. It
shows us how things are from different
points of view. “Why is that girl wearing a
scarf on her head?” is no longer a ques-
tion in the West, as they have been pro-
vided with literature. These different
points of view also help us consider our
actions. Literature gives us role models of
true kindness, generosity and sympathy
that we may not see in our day-to-day life
- either because they are hidden, or
because it’s the tragedy of being human. 

Literature strays away from the system
that values money, and therefore teaches
us morals. It is honest about the world as
to how absurd it is. The slight hesitance
that you have before speaking to some-
one you like is explained perfectly by
writers with just the right words, making
us feel human. We are given a map by
these writers to travel across our minds
without paranoia or persecution.
Furthermore, literature teaches us about
humanistic behavior, ie failure. 

In our mechanical lives, we see peo-
ple coordinating perfectly and meticu-
lously as if they were passed a guide-
book that you never had, and so your
failings as a human being - how you hit
your toe on the corner of a table, or acci-
dentally spilt something on your most
expensive suit - become self-destructive.
Why are you not perfect? Literature is
therapy, not a passing pun. It’s long-last-
ing and pretty much your only friend. It
helps when our mechanical  minds
decide to feel a bit more human, and
need a guide to help us. 

History: Who we were
You might’ve remembered history as

that boring lesson at school. All those
talks about Florence Nightingale, The War
of the Roses, Stalin - what were they real-
ly for? Especially in this modern era? They
are a solution of the problems of the
present. History also shows us how cer-

tain events lead to tragedy - have you
seen any parallels between Nazism and
IS? We are constantly being bombarded
by things that have occurred in the past
couple of minutes, and we ignore the
looming devastation that brought up
these events in the first place. 

Most importantly, history has shown
that things can change - and thus
empower us. People once weren’t so
materialistic - there were times where

people inscribed runes telling epic tales.
Those who don’t know history won’t be
able to improve on the present. If you say
that the present now is incredibly bad, I’ll
reply that the past was just as bad - we
couldn’t improve on it. We have washed
away our gift of being in the present. Sure
the present is bad, but it’s not the worst.
History can console. Lastly, I cannot stress
even more that history should be used to
find solutions to our problems, for the
sake of the present and not the past.

The reason why we have arts is obvi-
ous, isn’t it? It’s far too simple to explain
and yet too complicated. No, it isn’t
obvious, otherwise we would all have
art decorating all of our walls in our

houses. Art can be beautiful; it gives us
hope in a desolate society; it saves us
from slipping into despair and depres-
sion. A meadow of daisies with children
playing under a blue sky is a piece of
hope that we keep near us, to allow us
to function properly into the future. 

Art: Joy and beauty
Art makes us feel less lonely - we

keep a facade of joy on our faces, whilst

looming under is a swarming storm of
negative emotions which we don’t spill
out just  so we don’t  seem odd.  Art
assures us of the normality of pain - it’s
human. Some of the world’s greatest
pieces are renowned for their ability to
accurately portray sadness. Despite this
commercial society which shows us how
perfect people’s lives can be an adver-
tisement, art shows us the pain and tor-
ture people have to go through to get
that perfect life. 

Art helps us by showing us what we
lack - if you are excitable, you may look
upon the serenity of a landscape paint-
ing or some mellow blues in the back-
ground. Art unites us with what we lack.

We can use art as clues to what is miss-
ing in an individual by what they find
beautiful. Art makes us more apprecia-
tive - you may look upon a blade of grass
growing through a crack between bricks
in Kuwait with not a lot of thought -
however, an artist may paint the blade
of grass with glory, as under the circum-
stances, the blade of grass defied natural
thought and has grown in a place not
thought possible. 

Clouds could be drawn in a certain
way to look majestic, as if the artist is
gleefully praying to the Lord, for the Lord
has made a beautiful Earth. Art is an
advertisement as to what truly matters -
compassion, government, simple life, ten-
derness and so much more. Art gains
authority in a distracted world, because it
is human.  

Language: Utterly human
Language transcends all socio-eco-

nomic and ethnic differences, demo-
graphics and cultural behaviors. The
power of acquiring the knowledge of
communicating in multiple languages is
superficial. Tensions dissolve upon the
realization that we all have that innate
need to be connected. This ultimately
broadcasts our humanity in day-to-day
life. Yes, we are all human, and all crave
connection. Not to mention that multiple
languages wield the power of under-
standing cultures. Why does India have a
lights festival? 

Languages help us not to judge any-
one - we are all odd and out of place - no
need to be frightened of this. Maybe this
would’ve stopped IS - now we don’t even
know; we don’t even understand their
motives other than domination; we don’t
know because we have perverted the
basic teachings. I use the word “we”
because it’s a human failing. Languages
hold so much power, that the people
who have been scorned for this have
grown into mighty empires. Think Hitler,
who motivated Nazi Germany into insane
customs with the power of languages.
Language is a powerful tool, so ignorance
about this power is the fall of nations.

Creativity and humanities need to
be nourished, because in the end, we
will pay the price with our own human-
ity. To my friends who have chosen
their paths straying away from the sci-
ences -  you know who you are.  My
angels, you have been teaching me
how to live. You have breathed morals
back into me. I can’t say how much you
all mean to me. Thank you.
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By Sana Kalim

local@kuwaittimes.com

In my view

Dr [insert your name here]

We are plagued by the “necessity” of becoming a doctor or an engineer, and at times an architect. These angular jobs jab at our
humanity. Most people select these professions for their high salaries. Literature, history, arts and languages are of no use
here. Or are they? Let’s address why these beautiful aspects of humanity are required in our modern culture. 
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Hawally security campaigns 
Several security campaigns were carried out in

Hawally governorate from 14th to 16th May. The cam-
paigns were performed under the supervision of the
Director General of Hawally Security Department Brig
Abdeen Ali Al-Abdeen, resulting in 12 wanted persons
being arrested, 233 traffic tickets issued and 17 vehicles
were impounded.

Store closures 
Mubarak Al-Kabeer’s general cleanliness and road

occupancy department carried out several campaigns to
improve street cleanliness, resulting in five citations
issued to unlicensed roaming vendors who deal with food
material. They also removed 126 loads of leftovers, wood,
furniture in addition four abandoned cars were impound-
ed. Meanwhile in Jahra a campaign was carried out on
coops and food warehouses which resulted in the
destruction of over 600 kilos of vegetables and fruits and
six violations were issued while in Hawally two stores
were closed for operating without a license.

Armed Iraqi men 
caught off shore 

Crime
R e p o r t

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The coast guard detected an Iraqi boat inside
Kuwait’s territorial waters yesterday. On sighting the vessel, a
patrol approached the boat and found four armed Iraqis on
board. The armed men threatened the patrol but the situation
was handled well and was brought under control. A police
officer and an Iraqi were injured during the scuffle and further
investigations are on-going

Court process seminar 
The Investigations General Department held a seminar yes-

terday on dealing with court cases and their processes. The
seminar was held in the presence of Director General Maj Gen
Dr Fahad Al-Dousary, DDG for Public Prosecution Maj General
Assad Al-Rowdayeh and DDG for Investigations Department
Jamal Al-Reesh.

KUWAIT: The Sheikh Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah Contest for Journalistic
Excellence Award yesterday concluded a
training course for Kuwaiti journalists
who won its ninth session prizes, in col-
laboration with global media giant
Thomson Foundation. The contest is
patronized by His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. 

Speaking to the press, the head of
the contest’s higher committee Ayman
Al-Ali said that the course at the
American University of Kuwait was to
encourage young Kuwaitis to hone their
talents and further their journalistic
careers. Regarding the course, Al-Ali said
that it centered on how smart phones
have become useful tools in the field of
journalism and how e-journalism is

emerging as an upcoming form of
media. He pointed out that the course
offered subjects that run the gamut from
the history of journalism and film to
social media and the internet.
Meanwhile, Bashar Sharaf, one of the
trainers who participated in the course,
told KUNA that trainees were acquainted
with the latest methods journalists today
employ in their line of work.  —KUNA 

KUWAIT: Head of the contest’s higher committee Ayman Al-Ali with young trainees. — KUNA 

Kuwaiti journalistic contest 
holds youth training course  

KUALA LUMPUR: Kuwait  Direct
Investment Promotion Authority (KDI-
PA) Chairman Sheikh Dr Meshaal Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah has held a series of
meetings with investment and trade
bodies in Hong Kong during an official
visit, to boost bilateral ties. Kuwait’s
General Consulate in Hong Kong and
Macau said in a statement that the KDI-
PA chief submitted a proposal for the
Asia and Africa Committee Chairman at
Hong Kong’s  General  Chamber of
Commerce Andrew Wells for investing
in Kuwait. Kuwait has attracted invest-
ments worth USD 2.3 billion in less

than two years, Sheikh Dr Meshaal
said. The KDIPA Chairman encouraged
the members of the committee to visit
Kuwait in order to learn more about
the investment opportunities in the
country, and to consider Kuwait a take-
off point for investing in neighboring
countries like Iraq and Iran.

He also tackled the KDIPA’s activi-
ties, reviewing several successful proj-
ects carried out by licensed companies
working in Kuwait. He also discussed
options of  further cooperation
between  both sides in the small and
medium size enterprises (SMEs), which

constitute 95 percent of Hong Kong’s
economy. Shiekh Meshaal and the local
investment officials discussed means of
boosting cooperation and exchanging
expertise between both sides as Hong
Kong has a deep-rooted history as an
international financial center. 

KDIPA Chairman held a meeting
with the Hong Kong Trade
Development Council (HKTDC) and
offered an official invitation to HKTDC
Deputy Executive Director to visit
Kuwait in order to get more familiar
with the commercial and investment
environment in the country.— KUNA

KDIPA holds trade talks in Hong Kong

KUWAIT: Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority (KDIPA) Chairman Sheikh Dr Meshaal Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
during the meeting. — KUNA 
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Fight in Wafra
A citizen was taken to Adan Hospital for treatment of

injuries resulting from a fight that took place in Wafra
between himself and another citizen who works for facili-
ties security. Police received a call about the fight in the
parking lot of the power and water station so a patrol was
sent to the site, then went to hospital to check on the
injured man who was taken to the operation room.

Vehicle damaged
Ahmadi prosecutor ordered an investigation into the

damaging of a vehicle to determine the identities of those
involved. Charges include incitement of immorality, beat-
ing and damaging property. A security source said a citi-
zen and his sister lodged a complaint at Nuwaiseeb police
station after their vehicle was attacked and they were
beaten.

Thief caught at airport
An Egyptian was caught at Kuwait International

Airport trying to flee with KD 17,000 he had stolen from
his employer. A security source said airport detectives
received a tip about an Egyptian who entered the finan-
cial manager’s office, broke the safe lock and stole thou-
sands of dinars. The arrest was made at the passport
counter and the man confessed to committing the crime.
He has been transferred to concerned authorities.

Drug users,
traffickers arrested

Crime
R e p o r t

KUWAIT: Hawally police arrested four Asian expats for drug
trafficking in Jabriya earlier in the week. A source said police
patrols noticed a car being driven in reckless manner, so they
asked the driver to stop but he sped off instead. A chase
ensued and the driver was eventually caught and arrested. He
was found to be in an inebriated condition along with three
passengers in the car. Thirteen illicit tablets and bottles of
locally brewed liquor were found in the car. All four were sent
to concerned authorities. In another incident, Mubarak Al-
Kabeer police arrested a citizen in Sabah Al-Salem area in pos-
session  of five hashish joints. At the Kuwait International
Airport, a Sri Lankan national was arrested on arrival with four
kilograms of qat. The suspect drew their attention for being
tense and confused, so his bag was searched and the illicit
substance was found with him.

Drivers brawl
A dispute between drivers of two cars in Saad Al-Abdallah

led to an exchange of insults and blows. One of the fighters
pulled out a knife and stabbed the other five times and had to
be taken to hospital. A source said two persons arrived at
Jahra hospital late in the night, one of them covered in blood.
The other man, who is the injured man’s brother said they had
a dispute with two persons over the right of way, when they
came out of their car and one of the men stabbed his brother
five times. Investigations are ongoing.

Rambo of Jahra arrested
A man labeled the “Rambo” of Jahra was arrested by Taima

detectives and he was found wanted on 10 cases. Detectives
rushed to the scene when they learned the man’s location. But
the man resisted arrested and beat the officers. The suspect
was brought under control and taken to the police station.

KUWAIT: The commission of withdrawn
nationalities has submitted its first
report to His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah on examinations of 40
applications of total 184, the commis-
sion’s secretary Dr Nayef Al-Ajmi
announced yesterday.

The report includes the committee’s
recommendations on the 40 completed
applications after informing their related

bodies, Al-Ajmi stated to KUNA. The
commission will continue to work on
the rest of applications, and decide what
is appropriate in that regard, he said,
noting that it will also submit reports to
His Highness the Premier on all complet-
ed applications.  The commission, since
it was formed, has been holding an
open-ended session, and has exam-
ined a number of cases involving the
citizenship both withdrawal and loss.

It will submit a report in this regard to
the relevant authority for taking the
proper decisions regarding these peti-
tions, said Al-Ajmi. So far, the commis-
sion has received a total of 184 appli-
cations, he noted, affirming commit-
ment in fairness, professionalism, and
objectivity in examining the applica-
tions.  There are no political pressures
on the commission’s workflow, Al-Ajmi
stressed. — KUNA 

The withdrawn nationalities 
commission submits report 

Boursa Kuwait ends trading in red zone
KUWAIT: Trading at Boursa Kuwait
ended yesterday’s trading in the red
zone with the benchmark down by
6.29 points to settle at  6,725.78
points.  The weighted index went
down by 1.49 points to stand at
403.64, whereas the KSX 15 index
shed 6.45 points to read at 919.44

points. The value of shares was at KD
14,387,979.653 with the volume of
155,855,646 shares done through
3,882 deals. 

Meanwhile the price of Kuwaiti oil
was down 42 cents to 48.36 per bar-
rel on Wednesday after being at USD
48.78 pb last Tuesday, said Kuwait

Petroleum Corporation (KPC) yester-
day. In global markets, the prices
were stable at the highest levels in
two weeks on the backdrop of declin-
ing US crude reserve for the sixth
consecutive week. Elsewhere, the
price of Brent crude was up 56 cents
to USD 52.21 pb. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Chairman of the Kuwaiti “Wushu Kung Fu” Federation
Nasser Al-Loughani. — KUNA 

Kuwait’s first Kung Fu 
tourney kicks off today

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s first professional “Wushu Kung Fu” championship
opens today as 56 athletes from seven clubs across the country will
be vying for the prestigious title.  Speaking to KUNA, Chairman of the
Kuwaiti “Wushu Kung Fu” Federation Nasser Al-Loughani said the
event aims to propel the sport to a new level of fame. Al-Loughani
pointed out that the championship will allow athletes the opportuni-
ty to further develop their martial arts prowess, which will serve them
well in future international tournaments. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable yesterday to
Kuwaiti triathlete Abdulaziz Al-Rashed and congrat-
ulated him on winning the gold medal in a US
triathlon contest and qualifying for an international
tournament.

HH the Amir lauded Al-Rashed’s victory that has
proved the abilities of Kuwait’s youth to attain dis-
tinct sports achievements. HH the Amir hoped Al
Rashed raises Kuwait’s flag in many more regional
and international sports tournaments and events.
HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al- Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent Al-
Rashed similar congratulatory cables. 

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-
Ghanim also sent a cable to Kuwaiti triathlete
Abdulaziz Al-Rashed congratulating him. “This is one
in a series of achievements realized by the Kuwaiti
athletes, manifesting their excellence despite the
hard conditions they are experiencing,” Al-Ghanim
said.  —KUNA 

The Amir 
congratulates 

Rashed on 
gold medal



DUBAI: Saudi Arabia is making every effort to dazzle and
impress US President Donald Trump on his first overseas trip,
seizing on the visit to cement itself as a major player on the
world stage and shove aside rival Iran. The kingdom has
arranged a dizzying schedule of events for the two days Trump
will be in town, inviting figures as varied as Sudanese President
Omar al-Bashir, who has been indicted for war crimes by the
International Criminal Court, and Bret Baier, a host on the Fox
News Channel that is popular with Trump and his supporters.

Trump’s decision to make Saudi Arabia his first overseas stop
sends a powerful message to the kingdom: The strained ties that
marked US-Saudi relations under President Barack Obama are
over. The kingdom wants Trump to align US interests with Saudi
Arabia’s - and is literally counting down the seconds until Trump
starts his meetings tomorrow. A website for the visit was
launched in English, Arabic and French, featuring a countdown
clock under the banner: “Together We Prevail.”

“The foundation will be laid for a new beginning” to confront
extremist ideology, the website declares, while also touting
Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 - a wide-reaching reform plan
launched by King Salman’s ambitious son, Deputy Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, to overhaul the economy and restyle
the country through greater openings for investment and enter-
tainment. For Saudi Arabia, the most significant event is the
Arab-Islamic-US summit, where it plans to showcase the king-
dom’s reach and drawing power.

King Salman is convening more than 50 Arab and Muslim
leaders for the summit in the capital, Riyadh, on Sunday. There

they will feast with Trump at a banquet and “forge a new part-
nership “in the war against extremism, the king said this week.
Sudan’s president, who has been shunned by the US for the past
decade, is among those invited. 

“Saudi Arabia is delighted at being the No. 1 (stop for Trump’s
visit), delighted by the re-emergence of a strong diplomatic rela-
tionship with the United States and delighted by the opportuni-
ty to show off Saudi leadership of the Arab and the Muslim world
by getting everybody to turn up in Riyadh for multiple, overlap-
ping summits,” said Simon Henderson, director of the Gulf and
Energy Policy Program at The Washington Institute.

Saudi Arabia has long vied to be the Islamic world’s center of
influence. The kingdom hosts millions of Muslim pilgrims annu-
ally at holy sites in Mecca and Medina - a fact that Trump’s
national security adviser, H.R. McMaster, noted when announc-
ing Trump’s decision to visit Saudi Arabia first. Though the Saudi
government is framing Trump’s visit around a theme of friend-
ship with Washington, prominent Saudis say it boils down to
strategic interests . “President Trump will not come to Riyadh
because he loves us. The Gulf and Muslim leaders will not come
to Riyadh because they love him,” writer Ziad al-Drees wrote in
the pan-Arabic newspaper al-Hayat. “The common interests of
these international leaders are what bring them together in
Riyadh,” he said, including issues ranging from terrorism to rekin-
dling US ties post-Obama. Iran and Syria were not invited to the
summit and they are not part of an Islamic military alliance that
Saudi Arabia is establishing to fight terrorism. 

The kingdom backs efforts to topple the Syrian government,

which counts Iran and Russia as its closest allies. Saudi Arabia has
welcomed Trump’s hard rhetoric on Iran, which contrasts with
the outreach that culminated in the Obama administration’s
nuclear deal with Tehran. Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed said
earlier this month that Obama “wasted many significant oppor-
tunities” in Syria. The Sunni-ruled kingdom views Shiite-ruled
Iran’s influence in Syria, Yemen, Bahrain, Lebanon and Iraq as a
danger to its security. Prince Mohammed has ruled out any dia-
logue with Iran, framing the tensions in sectarian terms and
accusing Iran of trying to “control the Islamic world”.

The prince’s foundation is hosting the forum where Trump is
expected to deliver a speech to the Muslim world on Sunday.
Turki Aldakhil, who runs the Saudi-owned Al-Arabiya news chan-
nel, wrote that Trump’s visit restores “what Obama ruined.” He
described Trump’s past criticisms of Saudi Arabia and his talk of a
Muslim ban as electoral propaganda that has “nothing to do
with his effective political programs.” Saudi Arabia wants to seize
on Trump’s visit to show itself as an earnest partner in the war on
terror. Among the weekend events are a counterterrorism forum
and the opening of a center to “fight radical thought.”

William McCants, director of US relations with the Islamic
world at the Brookings Institute, says the Saudis are keen to
prove to Trump that he is “getting a good deal” by aligning him-
self closely with Riyadh. In a post for the think tank, McCants said
Saudi royals may be willing to rein in ultraconservative Wahhabi
proselytizing if Trump presses them to do more to stop promot-
ing religious intolerance abroad. “If he doesn’t, the Saudis will
have gotten the better deal,” McCants said. —AP

Saudi Arabia working to dazzle Trump
WASHINGTON: In this file photo, US President Donald Trump shakes hands with Saudi Defense Minister and Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, in the State Dining Room
of the White House in Washington. — AP
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In Syria, a bus ride shows 
shifting map of war

QAMISHLI, Syria: A new bus service linking Syria’s Kurdish-con-
trolled northeast with the government-held west, unthinkable
before Islamic State was driven from the area, is raising hopes of
renewed commerce between two long-estranged parts of a frac-
tured country. Kurdish-led authorities hope the new corridor will
end the economic isolation of their region, bordered as it is by
hostile parties. For Damascus, the corridor holds out the prospect
of sourcing fuel and food from the resource-rich northeast. 

The service from Kurdish-controlled Qamishli to Aleppo city
goes through territory captured from Islamic State (IS) by
Russian-backed Syrian government forces in February. Until
then, only an intrepid few would make a journey that entailed
crossing through areas held by Islamic State and competing
rebel groups. “Before, there were no passengers, very, very few,
because of the security conditions,” said Ahmad Abou Abboud,
the head of Qamishli office of the bus company that started the
service in late April.

Demand has risen steadily since the first busses - sleek,
white, air-conditioned coaches with purple curtains - went into
operation. Weekly trips have increased from two to three,
Abboud said in Qamishli. A Kurdish official said so far the road
was being used only for travel, not trade. The new bus service is
the result of one of the most important shifts in the map of the
Syrian conflict in recent times, with the areas controlled by gov-
ernment forces and Kurdish-allied militias being linked up near
the city of Manbij.

Historic enmity
It points to the highly nuanced state of relations between the

Damascus government of President Bashar Al-Assad and the
Kurdish authorities that have established control over wide
areas of the north since war began in 2011. Despite historic
enmity, Syria’s Kurds and government have seldom clashed.
They have also found themselves fighting the same adversaries
in the civil war in areas where their military interests have con-
verged, including Turkey-backed rebel groups. 

Its critics say the main Kurdish militia, the YPG, has cooperat-
ed with government forces. The YPG denies this. The newly
opened route passes west from Qamishli through a swathe of
territory held by the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), an alliance
of militias dominated by the Kurdish YPG. Much of the SDF-held
territory was captured from Islamic State with support from the
US-led coalition. The SDF-held region meets areas held by the
Syrian government and its allies to the south of Manbij.

Lingering suspicion
“We heard about this route in the media, after that we knew

it was opened,” Abou Abboud said. “We were in contact with
the relevant parties, and we have contacts with all parties - the
regime and the autonomous administration. “The two sides
facilitated it.” Abdul Karim Saroukhan, head of the Kurdish-led
administration in northeastern Syria, said the bus route was a
private initiative, and not sponsored by the government he runs
from the city of Amuda 30 km from Qamishli. Speaking to
Reuters, he said the route had yet to be used for commerce. In a
Reuters interview in March, Saroukhan expressed hope the
route would end the economic “siege” imposed on his region,
which is bordered to the north by Turkey and to the east by the
Iraqi Kurdish administration - both of which are hostile to the
nascent Kurdish government in northern Syria. Syrian govern-
ment officials could not be reached for comment. —Reuters

HONG KONG: Fugitive whistleblower Edward
Snowden hit back at the Hong Kong government
yesterday for rejecting the protection bids of a group
of refugees who sheltered him while he was hiding
out in the city. The impoverished Philippine and Sri
Lankan refugees helped the former National Security
Agency contractor evade authorities in 2013 by hid-
ing him in their cramped homes after he initiated
one of the largest data leaks in US history.

They have spent years hoping the Hong Kong
government would recognize their cases and save
them from being sent back to their home countries
where they say they were persecuted. But the family
of four, a mother and her daughter and a single man
saw their protection claims rejected Monday by the
city’s immigration authorities, which said there were

“no substantial grounds” for believing they would be
at risk if they went home. They now face deportation. 

“These are good people that were driven from
their homes by torture, rape, abuse, blackmail and
war, circumstances that are really difficult for us to
imagine,” Snowden said in a video released yester-
day. “Now what they’re facing is a transparent injus-
tice from the very people that they asked to protect
them,” he said. “Someone in the Hong Kong govern-
ment has decided that they want to make these fami-
lies disappear immediately, no matter the cost,”
Snowden added in the video in which he spoke
against a plain white background.

He has been living in exile in Russia since the sum-
mer of 2013. Russia’s immigration service in January
extended Snowden’s residency permit to 2020. After

leaving his initial Hong Kong hotel bolthole for fear
of being discovered, he went underground, fed and
looked after by the refugees for around two weeks.
Their stories only emerged late last year.  The
refugees’ lawyer, Robert Tibbo has called the deci-
sion by Hong Kong authorities “completely unrea-
sonable”, and said he had less than two weeks to
submit appeals before the families were deported.

He said there was a risk his clients could be
detained and their children placed in government
custody. Hong Kong is not a signatory to the UN’s
refugee convention and does not grant asylum.
However, it is bound by the UN Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (UNCAT) and considers
claims for protection based on those grounds.  —AFP
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MOSUL: The black Humvee slaloming between car bomb car-
casses and mortar craters stops to let fleeing civilians cross
and then resumes its tooth-loosening ride down the churned
up west Mosul street. Other vehicles follow-they are from
Iraq’s elite Counter-Terrorism Service and are heading to the
front line in Rifai, one of the last areas left to retake before a
final assault on jihadists holed up in the Old City.

Further down, the street is almost entirely blocked by a
berm. “Look out, it’s mined. Go around the sides,” the gunner
shouts from his turret to a group of civilians dragging their
children, lugging chequered plastic shopping bags and
pushing an elderly woman in a wheelchair. As they walk past
the armored vehicle, the civilians crack a smile, flash a victory
sign and thank the soldiers before walking on to join the half
million other people who have fled the west side of Mosul
since February.

The CTS fighters are torn between compassion and suspi-
cion. Islamic State group jihadists trying to escape certain
death sometimes shave off their beards and attempt to blend
in with fleeing civilians, whose flow never stops and federal
forces can’t always control. “Yesterday, a woman left a plastic
bag in the street as she walked past. When we searched the
bag later, we found Daesh (IS) clothes, a handgun and a knife,”

says one of the soldiers. “Maybe it wasn’t a woman.” A few
blocks down, CTS units are gearing up for the day’s push, the
“men in black” strapping themselves up for battle, unloading
crates of ammunition and lining up rocket-launchers against a
wall. They don’t know how many IS fighters they will face and
incoming mortar fire is the only sign of enemy activity.

Harvesting spent casings   
One unit goes first and enters a property through a hole

punched in the compound wall. Elite forces breaching enemy
lines usually take the position but refrain from actually enter-
ing homes, which can be booby-trapped. They clamber along
from one plot to another, retaking ground one street at a time,
one house at a time. Suddenly, there are no more holes in the
walls and the forces have to abandon cover and run across the
street, exposed to sniper fire.

As they wait for the green light of the group ahead of
them, muffled laughter breaks out as some fighters crack
nervous jokes. A ring tone goes off and a soldier fumbles for
his mobile: “I’ll call you back later.” As they advance through
the neighborhood, civilians who had been hunkering down
waiting for their arrival emerge onto the street with their
belongings, ready to leave the city. —AFP 

On west Mosul front, Iraqi 
forces come as civilians go
CTS fighters torn between compassion and suspicion 

Snowden lashes out at Hong Kong for rejecting refugees

MOSUL: A displaced Iraqi walks past a destroyed vehicle after residents were evacuated from their homes in a neigh-
borhood of west Mosul during an ongoing offensive from the Iraqi forces to retake the area from Islamic State (IS)
group fighters. — AFP
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TEHRAN: The US decision to stick by the nuclear deal with
Iran, despite new sanctions on its missile program, provided
welcome news for President Hassan Rouhani yesterday, a day
before his bid for re-election. The administration of US
President Donald Trump chose to continue waiving nuclear-
related sanctions on Wednesday despite its criticism of the
agreement. That was a relief to Rouhani, who made the 2015
nuclear deal the centerpiece of his efforts to end Iran’s isola-
tion and rebuild its economy with foreign investment.

He faces a tough battle for re-election today against hard-
line cleric Ebrahim Raisi, who has called for a much tougher
stance against the West and says the nuclear deal has not
improved the lives of the poor. But the Trump administration,
dominated by fiercely anti-Iran sentiment, balanced the sanc-
tions waivers with new measures against Iranian defense offi-
cials and a Chinese business tied to Tehran’s ballistic missile
program. 

The US says the program is a breach of international law
because the missiles could carry nuclear warheads in the
future. Iran denies ever seeking nuclear weapons and foreign
ministry spokesman Bahram Ghasemi said yesterday its mis-
sile program is part of its “absolute and legal right to build up
the country’s defensive capabilities”. 

“Iran condemns the US administration’s ill will in its effort
to reduce the positive results of the country’s implementation
of JCPOA (nuclear deal) commitments by adding individuals
to the list of unilateral and illegal extraterritorial sanctions,”
Ghasemi said on his Telegram channel. He said Iran would
retaliate by adding nine US individuals and companies to its
own sanctions list, accusing them of “clear violations of
human rights” in relation to their support for Israel or “terrorist
groups” in the Middle East. 

Under review    
Trump threatened to tear up the nuclear deal during his

campaign and has launched a review of its terms, but until
then the deal requires him to renew sanctions relief at regular
intervals. His first deadline fell this week, related to sanctions
on oil purchases through the Iranian central bank-part of a
2012 law called the National Defense Authorization Act-that
must be waived every 120 days. The Trump administration
will have to waive more sanctions next month if it wants to
stick by the nuclear deal.

US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said in April that Iran
was complying with its side of the bargain, but has described
the country as the world’s leading state sponsor of terrorism.
Washington has maintained a raft of other sanctions related
to human rights and the missile program that continue to sti-
fle Iran’s efforts to rebuild its foreign trade. This has been a
major issue in the Iranian election, with hardliner Raisi accus-
ing Rouhani of making too many concessions without gaining
any economic benefits. 

Although oil sales have rebounded since the deal came
into effect in January 2016, Iran’s continued exclusion from
the international banking system has prevented it from sign-
ing much-needed trade and investment deals with Europe
and Asia. Rouhani, who is still seen as the frontrunner in unof-
ficial polls, has vowed to work towards the removal of remain-
ing sanctions and called for more time to allow the benefits of
the deal to reach ordinary Iranians.—AFP 

US sticking by Iran 
nuclear deal is good 

news for Rouhani

WEST BANK: Palestinian protesters surround a car reportedly driven by an Israeli settler as it attempts to cross a crowd
of demonstrators near the Hawara military checkpoint in the northern occupied West Bank.—AFP 

NABLUS: Palestinian Territories: A
Palestinian was killed by an Israeli settler
during a clash near the city of Nablus in
the occupied West Bank yesterday, the
Palestinian health ministry and security
sources said. The clash near a military post
erupted when an Israeli settler in a car
attempted to cross a crowd of Palestinian
protesters, with the settler and Israeli sol-
diers opening fire, Palestinian security
sources said. The Palestinian killed was
identified by the health ministry as Muataz
Bani Shemsay, 23, from a village near
Nablus. He was shot in the head, it said.

A photographer with Associated Press
news agency was also wounded by gun-
fire but was in stable condition, medics
said. An Israeli military spokeswoman said
a “violent riot broke out” that saw
Palestinians throw rocks at passing cars.
Soldiers “responded with riot-dispersal
means. One of the Israeli citizens whose
car was damaged from the rocks fired into
the air.” The spokeswoman confirmed one
person was killed and another wounded.
“From what we understand it is not from
(soldiers’) fire, but the incident is still
under review,” she said.

Hundreds of Palestinians had gathered
at an Israeli military checkpoint at Huwara,
south of Nablus and the regular site of
clashes between Israeli  soldiers and
Palestinian stone-throwers. The protest
was held in support of hundreds of
Palestinians in Israeli jails on hunger strike
since April 17.An Israeli settler attempted
to drive into the crowd, the security
sources said, and was surrounded by pro-
testers who threw stones at the car. He
then got out of the car and opened fire
along with soldiers who deployed, the
sources said.

A wave of unrest that broke out in
October 2015 has claimed the lives of 264
Palestinians, 41 Israelis, two Americans,
two Jordanians, an Eritrean, a Sudanese
and a Briton, according to an AFP count.
Most of the Palestinians killed were carry-
ing out knife, gun or car-ramming attacks,
the Israeli authorities say. Others were
shot dead during protests or clashes, while
some were killed in Israeli air strikes on the
Gaza Strip. The violence has subsided in
recent months.—AFP 

Palestinian killed by Israeli 
settler in West Bank clash

ISTANBUL: Turkey called yesterday
for the removal of the US diplomat
coordinating the international coali-
tion fighting the Islamic State group
in Iraq and Syria, accusing him of
backing Syrian Kurdish milit ias.
Washington and Ankara are bitterly
at odds over US support for the
Kurdish People’s Protection Units
(YPG) in Syria, which Turkey consid-
ers a front for banned Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK) separatists.
“Brett McGurk is definitely giving
support to PKK and YPG. It would be
useful if this person was replaced,”
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu
told NTV television. 

Last year,  McGurk visited YPG
members who controlled the Syrian
town of Kobane and was awarded a
plaque, which drew Turkey’s wrath.
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
angrily told Washington at the time
to choose between Ankara and “ter-
rorists”. But Ankara is now upbeat
about the future of relations with
Washington under President Donald
Trump, with Cavusoglu praising the
new administration as “more sincere”
after Erdogan’s talks with the US
leader this week. 

Erdogan met Trump at the White
House on Tuesday, with the two
leaders pledging to improve ties
between the NATO allies-even as
Erdogan gave a stern warning about
Washington’s arming of Kurdish mili-
tia in Syria. “It is absolutely unaccept-
able to take the YPG-PYD into con-
sideration as partners in the region,
and it’s going against a global agree-
ment we reached,” Erdogan said in
Washington, referring to the Kurdish
Democratic Union Party,  whose
armed wing is the YPG. The United
States sees the YPG as the most

effective force on the ground in the
fight against Islamic State militants.

‘Turkey will act if attacked’
Turkey is keen to join a future bat-

tle to recapture the de facto IS capital
of Raqa in Syria, but only if Kurdish
militia forces do not participate. US
officials told Ankara that the YPG
would not constitute a threat for
Turkey and that arms supplied by
Washington would be used in Raqa
and in the south, not against Turkey,
Cavusoglu said.  Speaking to
reporters at the Turkish embassy in
Washington, Erdogan said he told
Trump that if  there were a YPG
attack, Ankara would act unilaterally.

“We clearly told them if there is
any attack by the YPG against Turkey,
we will apply the rules of engage-
ment without asking anyone,” he
was quoted as saying by the Hurriyet
newspaper yesterday. Erdogan also
said that the US had made up its
mind on Raqa, which meant Turkey
could not join the operation “under
the current circumstances,” referring
to the YPG’s involvement.  But
Erdogan said he believed
Washington “will knock our door on
the issue of Syria.”

McGurk was in northern Syria
Tuesday and Wednesday for talks
with the leadership of the Syrian
Democratic Forces, an alliance of
Arab and Kurdish fighters, and the
YPG, according to a source in the
nascent Raqa city civilian council. The
council has been set up to manage
the city once IS fighters have been
ousted. The meetings which took
place in Kobane and Ain Issa focused
on “the plan of attack on Raqa and
providing support for people fleeing
the fighting,” the source said.—AFP 

Turkey calls for ouster of US 
envoy for anti-IS coalition

TEHRAN: Supporters of Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
attend a street campaign ahead presidential election in
downtown Tehran, Iran.—AP
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Danish ‘sex ambulance’ seeks to protect sex workers but migrant women at risk
COPENHAGEN: In a dark tunnel in
Copenhagen’s red light district on a freezing
night, Annika gasped for air as the stranger who
agreed to pay her for sex started suffocating her
with his bare hands. A friend nearby heard her

muffled cries and helped the 25-year-old Dane
break free from the man’s grasp. Annika, who
declined to reveal her full name, said it was the
fourth time in a year that she nearly died at the
hands of her clients.

“If you don’t give them what they want, even
though it is not what you agreed in the begin-
ning, some just snap,” said Annika, who sold sex
for nearly a year to pay for her drug addiction
but quit the industry eight months ago. “People

think less of girls who are prostitutes. But when
you’re a street prostitute, they think even less of
you,” she told the Thomson Reuters Foundation
on a street corner in Vesterbro, Copenhagen’s
red light district.—Reuters



14I n t e r n a t i o n a l
FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2017

PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron, center, Prime Minister Edouard Philippe, left, and Interior Minister Gerard
Collomb pose during a family photo at the Elysee Palace in Paris.—AFP

Macron’s new centrist party 
stretches lead, survey shows

PARIS: French President Emmanuel
Macron’s new centrist party has
stretched its lead in the polls ahead of
parliamentary elections next month,
new survey data showed yesterday,
adding to the positive momentum for
the 39-year-old leader. A survey from
the Harris Interactive group showed that
32 percent of people planned to vote for
Macron’s Republique en Marche (REM)
in the first round of parliamentary elec-
tions on June 11.

The figure showed a three-point gain
from the week before, with the
rightwing Republicans and far-right
National Front losing one point each to
stand at 19 percent. Another survey
published yesterday by the Elabe
polling group showed that 61 percent of
French people approved of the new
government unveiled Wednesday,
which mixed Socialists,  centrists,
rightwingers and newcomers to politics. 

Rightwing Prime Minister Edouard
Philippe said yesterday that the govern-
ment had been chosen to last and was
“in line with the political renewal that
we are in the process of putting in
place.” Macron, who defeated far-right
leader Marine Le Pen on May 7 to
become the country’s youngest presi-
dent ever, is hoping to sink France’s tra-
ditional parties as he seeks to redraw
the political map. His aim is to win a par-
liamentary majority with REM and its
centrist allies which would enable him
to push through his ambitious plans to
overhaul labor regulations, social securi-
ty, schools and pensions.

The polling data does not forecast
the number of seats REM and its allies
would win in the 577-seat National
Assembly, which is difficult to predict
because of France’s two-round voting
system. The top two candidates in the
first round of voting will go through to a

run-off vote on June 18. Many analysts
remain skeptical about Macron’s ability
to win a majority with REM but Macron
has always claimed that voters are

“coherent”. Having elected him presi-
dent, they would then give him a parlia-
mentary majority to govern, he said
repeatedly on the campaign trail.—AFP 

France, Germany
resist US plan for 
bigger NATO role

against Islamic State

BAMAKO: An unmarried couple were
stoned to death in public in northeast
Mali by “Islamists”, local officials said on
Wednesday, the first such incident since
jihadist groups were driven out of the
region. Jihadists seized key northern
cities in Mali in March 2012, and though
they were driven out by a French-led
military intervention in 2013, Islamist
groups continue to make their presence
felt with frequent attacks on domestic
and foreign forces.

“The Islamists dug two holes where
they put the man and the woman who
lived maritally without being married,”
said a local official. “They were stoned to
death.” The stoning happened in Taghlit
on Tuesday, close to Aguelhok in the
Kidal region, and the same source said
that members of the public were invited
to take part. “Four people threw stones
at them until they died,” they said.

Another local official said the
Islamists had accused the unmarried
couple of violating “Islamic law”, which
requires punishment by stoning. During
their brief control of key towns in the
vast north, jihadist groups imposed a
version of Sharia law which forced
women to wear veils and set whipping
and stoning as punishment for trans-
gressions. In July 2012, the Al-Qaeda-
linked Ansar Dine group stoned a cou-
ple in public in Aguelhok who they
accused of having children outside mar-

riage. The stoning comes on the eve of
an expected visit to Mali by French
President Emmanuel Macron, who is
due to meet French troops stationed
there yesterday or today. The Malian
Association for the Defense of Human
Rights (AMDH) described the stoning as
“cowardly murder”. “This is barbaric. The
people who did this should be arrested
and put on trial,” said Oumar Diakite, an
AMDH official.

Un Rapid Intervention Force 
A 2015 peace deal signed by Tuareg-

led rebels, the government and pro-
Bamako militias aimed to quell sepa-
ratist uprisings in the north and isolate
jihadist groups. But its implementation
has been piecemeal and the jihadists,
who did not sign up to the accord, con-
tinue to mount attacks on civilians and
the army, as well as French and UN
forces. The new UN peacekeeping chief
said a rapid intervention force of
Senegalese troops would soon be
deployed in central Mali, which has seen
an increase in attacks and communal
violence since 2015. Jean-Pierre Lacroix,
on his first visit to Mali since becoming
under secretary-general for UN peace-
keeping operations, said the UN mission
lacked capacity. “We are hopeful that,
soon, a number of reinforcements will
arrive, which will make up for these
shortcomings,” he said.—AFP 

Islamists stone couple 
to death in north Mali

BRUSSELS: France and Germany are resisting a plan by US
officials for NATO to take a bigger role in the fight against
Islamic State in Syria and Iraq, in line with calls from President
Donald Trump for the alliance to do more to combat terror-
ism. Many all iance members hope the plan will  be
announced in Brussels next thursday, when Trump attends
his first NATO summit. But France and Germany have misgiv-
ings, allies involved in the discussions said.

Among the concerns : NATO might be caught up in
another costly, Afghan-style deployment, irk some Arab
countries or risk confrontation with Russia in Syria. “They are
not buying it,” said a senior European NATO diplomat, who
said some other nations including Greece and Italy were also
wary of the plan. “They want to know what difference would
it make. All 28 NATO allies are already part of this effort,” the
diplomat said, referring to a 68-nation US-led coalition

against Islamic State
that includes all NATO
members.

French and German
officials declined to
comment, but German
Chancellor Angela
Merkel left open the
possibility of NATO as
an institution joining
the coalition when she
met NATO Secretary
General Jens
Stoltenberg last week.
Both ruled out any
combat role for NATO
in Syria and Iraq.
France’s new President
Emmanuel Macron will
have lunch with Trump
- who last month with-
drew his earlier charge

that NATO was ‘obsolete’ because it was not ‘taking care of
terror’ - before the Brussels meeting next Thursday. 

While Islamic State is on the verge of defeat in its Iraqi
stronghold of Mosul, and bracing for an assault against its de
facto capital in Raqqa, Syria, US officials are concerned fleeing
militants could leave a vacuum that could prompt Arab tribal
fighters to turn on each other to gain control. US officials say
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization as an institution could
contribute equipment, training and the expertise it gained
leading a coalition against al Qaeda and the Taliban in
Afghanistan. 

NATO military chiefs favor the move, said General Petr
Pavel,  chairman of the all iance’s military committee.
Diplomats said this could mean NATO using its surveillance
planes over Syria, running command-and-control operations
and providing air-to-air refueling.

Symbolic step
One compromise would be for NATO as an institution to

formally join the coalition at the dinner with Trump next
week, but leave the details of any involvement to a later
stage. “If allies can be convinced that it is only a symbolic
step, a deal should be possible,” said a second NATO diplo-
mat. “Trump goes home with a message that NATO is joining
the coalition and NATO doesn’t have to do anything extra, at
least for now.” 

A broader hesitancy among European allies stems from
the long mission that NATO has undertaken in Afghanistan,
taking over the United States’ bid to defeat militants in 2003
after the attacks on New York and Washington two years ear-
lier. Given Russia’s concerns over NATO expansion in eastern
Europe, and its role in Syria as the key military ally of
President Bashar al-Assad, some allies also worry that deeper
NATO involvement there could be taken by Moscow as a
provocation. But a stronger role in Iraq and Syria could also
address concerns expressed by Mediterranean allies, such as
Spain, Italy and Portugal, that NATO lacks a strategy for tack-
ling the root causes of the migrant and refugee crisis.
Stoltenberg has talked about NATO’s “untapped potential” in
building up armed forces. —Reuters

BRUSSELS: NATO Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg talks to the media
prior to a European Union Foreign
Affairs (Defense) Council meeting
held at the EU Council building in
Brussels, yesterday.—AFP 



Growing up transgender: US family confronts stigma
MELROSE, United States: For months in the Lemay
home, the same phrase was repeated over and over
by their troubled young child, barely more than a
toddler, who showed growing signs of depression.
“It is a mistake. I am not a girl, I am a boy.” That con-
vinced the Lemay family that Mia should become
Jacob. Mimi and Joe Lemay live in a large home simi-
lar to hundreds of others in the fashionable, family-
oriented suburb of Melrose, north of Boston.

They are parents of two daughters, ages eight and
four, and now a seven-year-old boy, born Mia in 2010
but who officially changed his name to Jacob at age
four. At a time of vigorous debate in the United
States about transgender students, reignited by
President Donald Trump when he repealed federal
protections about bathroom use, the Lemays are
determined to share their story, how it convulsed
their family and how it can offer comfort and help to
others who going through the same experience.

While there are no official statistics, child gender
transition affects hundreds of American families, if a

Facebook support page is anything to go by. Nearly
three years have passed since the Lemays accepted
Mia would transition. Their circle largely accepts
Jacob, but Mimi admits there were “some tough
moments” and “days of genuine grief” along the
way. “It is bittersweet: there is a great joy in seeing
your child being fulfilled, and also great concern
about the hostility of the world,” she tells AFP.

“There is also a sense of loss-the person may not
have been the person you thought they were but
they still existed in your mind.” The family doesn’t
regret anything. Jacob, sporting a crew cut, says he
loves soccer and sewing-with the toothless grin of a
child who has lost his first baby teeth. “Seeing that
happiness that the transition brought was the best
therapy that I could have asked for,” says Mimi.

Right decision
Within a couple of weeks, “he just brightened and

turned into a different kid. He started laughing
again,” says Joe. “Before he was a depressed person,

not wanting to wake up,” recalls his father. “In hind-
sight, it is obvious to us we made the right decision.”
Jacob’s 40-year-old mother, who was raised in a
ultra-Orthodox Jewish community that she left as an
adult, says her own rebellion helped her navigate her
son’s transition.

“Having already been through that process, I feel
it was easier for me to say to my kid, whatever the
social norms of the world, ‘I see you, I see the person
you are inside and that’s far more important to me
and I don’t need to follow conventions’,” Mimi said.
Joe, who is 39 and the co-founder of a start-up that
makes electronic notebooks, says he’s also happy
with their decision.

“No one really wishes your child to be different in
any big way, and in a way that could create chal-
lenges in their life,” he said. “You can imagine how I
felt.” “I used to call Mia my ‘Buddha baby’ because
she was so happy and bright and always smiling,” he
said. “Then I watched that child turn into a very
sullen, dark child.” —AFP 
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WASHINGTON: Robert Mueller has been given sweeping
power to investigate Russian interference in the 2016 presi-
dential campaign, an acknowledgment of growing public
demands to place the politically charged inquiry into the
hands of an outside investigator with bipartisan respect. The
former FBI director has a broad mandate that could encom-
pass any questionable actions of President Donald Trump’s
associates and possibly even the circumstances of last week’s
abrupt firing of James Comey.

“I accept this responsibility and will discharge it to the best of
my ability,” Mueller said in a statement. In a statement released
by the White House, Trump said: “As I have stated many times, a
thorough investigation will confirm what we already know -
there was no collusion between my campaign and any foreign
entity. I look forward to this matter concluding quickly.” 

As special counsel, Mueller will direct an FBI counterintelli-
gence investigation examining whether Russia coordinated
with Trump campaign associates to influence the election in his
behalf. He is entitled to a budget, can request new or additional
staff and will have the same authority as high-ranking Justice
Department lawyers, including the ability to prosecute any
crimes he uncovers. His mandate extends beyond any specific
Trump-Russia connection to cover “any matters that arose or
may arise directly from the investigation.” That language sug-
gests Mueller could also explore whether the firing of Comey -
who publicly revealed the investigation’s existence to Congress

in March - and a conversation Comey has said he had with the
president weeks earlier represented efforts to obstruct or derail
the FBI’s work.

The Justice Department’s appointment of Mueller follows
weeks of questions about the its independence from the White
House and comes two months after Attorney General Jeff
Sessions had to recuse himself because of his own undisclosed
Russian contacts during the campaign.  In appointing Mueller,
the Justice Department selected a seasoned law enforcement
veteran who guided the FBI through the aftermath of the Sept
11 attacks and led its terror-fighting efforts over the next
decade.  A former federal prosecutor who served under presi-
dential administrations of both parties and became director
days before the attacks, Mueller was so valued that President
Barack Obama asked him to stay on two years longer than his
10-year term.  Sen. Dianne Feinstein, the top Judiciary
Committee Democrat, said there was “no better person who
could be asked to perform this function.” 

Measured decision
And Sen. Richard Burr, a North Carolina Republican who

chairs the Senate intelligence committee, called the appoint-
ment a “good decision.” “By having somebody like Bob Mueller
head whatever investigation assures the American people that
there’s no undue influence, be it here, be it at the other end of
Independence Avenue or within the Justice Department or FBI,”
said Burr, whose committee is conducting its own investigation.
The White House counsel was notified after the special counsel
order was signed and soon before it was publicly announced. A
senior administration official described Trump’s reaction to
Mueller’s appointment as “measured.” The official said there
was widespread agreement among staff that the appointment
of Mueller provides Trump and his aides with the opportunity to
“commit ourselves to doubling down on the agenda.”

The appointment seemed meant to quell mounting ques-
tions about the Justice Department’s ability to independently
oversee the investigation. Last week, a memo drafted by
Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein was held up by the
White House as justification for the firing of Comey, who had
been leading the investigation. Then came Tuesday’s revelation
that Comey had written in a memo that Trump, in a February
meeting, had asked him to end an investigation into former
national security adviser Michael Flynn. The White House
denied that account.

Rosenstein, who at his confirmation hearing would not com-
mit to a special counsel appointment and who inherited the
probe following Sessions’ recusal, seemed to acknowledge the
public outcry by calling Mueller’s selection “necessary in order
for the American people to have full confidence in the outcome.”
The public interest, he said, “requires me to place this investiga-
tion into the authority of a person who exercises a degree of
independence from the normal chain of command.” —AP

WASHINGTON: In this file photo then-FBI Director
Robert Mueller listens as he testifies on Capitol Hill in
Washington. —AP

Brazil’s Temer recorded
agreeing to corruption

case hush money
BRASILIA: Brazil’s President Michel Temer faced calls for his
removal Wednesday after a newspaper reported that he had
been recorded discussing payments of hush money to a corrupt
politician. Temer immediately denied the report in O Globo
newspaper. According to the report, which could not be imme-
diately verified, an executive from the meatpacking giant JBS,
Joesley Batista, met with Temer on March 7.

During the meeting, the report said, Batista recorded himself
telling Temer that he was paying money to buy the silence of
disgraced ex-speaker of the lower house Eduardo Cunha. Cunha
is in prison after having been found guilty of taking millions of
dollars in bribes in Brazil’s giant Petrobras oil company embez-
zlement scandal. According to the account, Temer told Batista:
“You need to keep doing that.” Temer’s office issued a state-
ment saying: “President Michel Temer never solicited payments
to obtain the silence of former deputy Eduardo Cunha.” Globo
did not say how it got the information about the recording,
which it said was offered in a plea bargain between Batista and
his brother Wesley with prosecutors. 

Impeachment call 
Temer took over last year after the impeachment of president

Dilma Rousseff, a political earthquake to a large extent engi-
neered by the then-powerful Cunha. There were immediate
demands late Wednesday from leftist opponents for Temer’s
removal. The Workers’ Party issued a statement also naming five
other parties that called for his resignation and snap elections.
Several hundred anti-Temer protesters gathered in Sao Paulo,
while in the capital Brasilia motorists honked horns and yelled
“Temer out!” Congressman Alessandro Molon, from the Rede
party, filed a demand for impeachment with the speaker of the
lower house, Rodrigo Maia. Maia, who would have to accept the
demand for proceedings to start, made no comment to reporters
as he left for an emergency meeting with the government,
Globo reported. “Now there is... proof that the president commit-
ted a crime,” said protester Thiago Rocha, 33, in Brasilia. —AFP 

BRASILIA: In this file photo, Brazil’s acting President
Michel Temer whispers into the ear of Sen. Aecio Neves,
at Planalto presidential palace in Brasilia, Brazil. — AP

Former FBI Director Mueller 
to lead Trump-Russia probe
Mandate to extend beyond Trump-Russia connection



THE HAGUE, Netherlands: The International Court of Justice
yesterday ordered Pakistan not to execute an Indian naval offi-
cer convicted of espionage and terrorism, in a case that has
further strained relations between the Asian neighbors. The
UN court ruled unanimously that Pakistan shouldn’t carry out
the death penalty on Kulbhushan Jadhav pending the out-
come of a case filed by India alleging that Pakistan breached
Jadhav’s right to consular assistance following his arrest last
year. Jadhav was convicted in Pakistan and sentenced to
death on April 10.

“Pakistan shall take all measures at its disposal to ensure
that Mr Jadhav is not executed,” court President Ronny
Abraham said at a hearing in the ornate, wood-paneled Great
Hall of Justice in The Hague. India’s external affairs minister,
Sushma Swaraj, tweeted that the “ICJ order has come as a huge
relief to the family of Kulbhushan Jadhav and people of India.”
Asian neighbors Pakistan and India have a history of bitter rela-
tions, and Jadhav’s death sentence has further strained ties.
Pakistan sought to play down the significance of the order.

“It’s a very basic thing which the court has done, given its
ruling on a provisional measure which is basically a procedural
process and I think that is about it,” said Pakistan’s ambassa-
dor to the Netherlands, Moazzam Ahmad Khan. “The court ...
has said nothing on the merits or the maintainability of the

case.” At hearings on Monday, India called Jadhav’s trial a
“serious miscarriage of justice” because he wasn’t allowed to
see Indian diplomats or choose his own defense lawyer. Indian
lawyers argued that those restrictions amounted to a breach
of the 1963 Vienna Convention on Consular Relations.

Pakistan argued that Jadhav’s rights weren’t breached and
that the court didn’t need to issue an urgent order to stay his
execution because it wasn’t imminent. A lawyer for Pakistan
added that a bilateral agreement allows either country to
decide on consular access in cases involving “political or secu-
rity” issues. Pakistani representative Mohammad Faisal on
Monday showed judges a copy of an Indian passport he said
Jadhav was carrying at the time of his detention, which bore
the name Hussein Mubarak Patel, calling it an “obvious indica-
tion of covert and illegal activity.” 

He said Jadhav “has confessed to having been sent by India
to wage terror on the innocent civilians and infrastructure of
Pakistan.” The case will take months or years to settle at the
United Nations’ highest judicial organ, so judges issued yes-
terday’s order to ensure that Jadhav isn’t executed before the
case ends. “I assure the nation that under the leadership of
Prime Minister (Narendra) Modi we will leave no stone
unturned” to save Jadhav, Swaraj tweeted. Rulings by the
court are final and binding on the countries involved. —AP

16I n t e r n a t i o n a l
FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2017

MUMBAI: More than 80 girls went on a hunger strike
in northern India to protest the harassment they
faced on the way to school, drawing attention to the
dangerous commutes that are a key barrier to girls’
education in the country. The teenagers, from grades
nine and 10, ended the strike after eight days on
Wednesday, when the education minister of northern
Haryana state said he would add two grades to their
school so they would not have to go to another vil-
lage to complete their high school education.

The girls said they were harassed by young men
on motorbikes who made lewd comments, tugged at
their clothes and took pictures of them on their
mobile phones as they walked or cycled to school

every day. For grades 11 and 12, the girls would have
had to travel 3 km to another school. They had said
they would drop out, as the extra distance would
mean more harassment. “A principal has been
appointed, and admissions will start for the 2017-18
sessions yesterday itself for the new classes,” Haryana
education minister Ram Bilas Sharma told reporters.

Television images showed the girls, in blue and
white uniforms, slumped in the laps of their mothers
and other students before they ended their fast.
Some were hospitalized after they fainted. While liter-
acy levels in India have steadily climbed as enrolment
surged, the dropout rate remains high. About 18 per-
cent of students dropped out before grade 10,

according to official data. A survey by nonprofit Save
the Children found the dropout rate for girls is as
high as 70 percent.

That has led to an uneven national literacy rate of
65 percent for women compared to 82 percent for
men. Reasons for dropping out range from poverty to
lack of facilities such as toilets, which affect adoles-
cent girls more, said Soha Moitra, a director at non-
profit Child Relief and You (CRY) in Delhi. To address
these problems, officials passed the 2009 Right to
Education Act promoting free, compulsory education
for children up to age 14, and have introduced efforts
to build more toilets under a national cleanliness
campaign. —Reuters

THE HAGUE: Presiding judge Ronny Abraham of France, right, enters to read the World Court’s verdict in the
case brought by India against Pakistan in The Hague, Netherlands, yesterday. — AP

UN court orders Pakistan not 
to execute Indian naval officer
ICJ order, a huge relief to the people of India

Indian girls protest school commutes

Indian army to get first
howitzers in three decades

NEW DELHI: India will shortly take delivery of two M-777 ultra-
light howitzers, manufacturer BAE Systems said yesterday, the
country’s first such acquisition in over three decades after a
major corruption scandal in the 1980s. The equipment is a part
of a $750 million deal New Delhi signed with the US last year
to buy 145 howitzers as it seeks to modernize its artillery pro-
gram. India is seeking to update its ageing military hardware
with new kit worth tens of billions of dollars in the face of long-
standing tensions with regional rivals China and Pakistan. But
it has not bought new howitzers for the army since 1986, when
a deal to acquire 410 field guns from the Swedish arms giant
AB Bofors became mired in corruption allegations. 

The latest deal, worth nearly 50 billion rupees, was signed
last year and will see 25 guns being delivered in ready-to-use
condition with the rest being assembled by BAE Systems in
India. “We are pleased to confirm that the first two weapon
systems will land in India ahead of schedule over this week-
end,” a BAE Systems spokesperson said in a statement yester-
day. India had been in discussions since 2012 to buy the
artillery guns manufactured by BAE Systems through the US
Foreign Military Sales program, but agreement was held up by
issues of cost and manufacturing. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said he wants foreign
manufacturers that win lucrative defense deals to invest in
India by partnering with local firms. Most of the howitzers in
the latest deal will be assembled by BAE Systems in India in
partnership with Mahindra Aerospace. The weapons will be
used by the army’s mountain artillery divisions along India’s
high-altitude frontiers particularly along the border with China
in the east of the country.   —AFP 

Indian cabinet approves
plans to build 10
nuclear reactors 

NEW DELHI: India’s cabinet approved plans on
Wednesday to build 10 nuclear reactors with a combined
capacity of 7,000 megawatts (MW), more than the coun-
try’s entire current capacity, to try fast-track its domestic
nuclear power program. The decision by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s government marks the first strategic
response to the near collapse of Westinghouse, the US
reactor maker that had been in talks to build six of its
AP1000 reactors in India.

Westinghouse, owned by Japan’s Toshiba, filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy in March after revealing billions of
dollars in cost overruns at its US projects, raising doubts
about whether it can complete the India deal. India has
installed nuclear capacity of 6,780 MW from 22 plants and
plans to add another 6,700 MW by 2021-22 through proj-
ects currently under construction. The 10 additional reac-
tors would be the latest design of India’s Pressurized
Heavy Water Reactor.

“This project will bring about substantial economies of
scale and maximize cost and time efficiencies by adopting
fleet mode for execution,” the government said in a state-
ment. “It is expected to generate more than 33,400 jobs in
direct and indirect employment. With manufacturing
orders to domestic industry, it will be a major step towards
strengthening India’s credentials as a major nuclear manu-
facturing powerhouse.” —Reuters
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MAIDUGURI: After a night on the streets, the pack of young
boys move into Maiduguri’s abandoned amusement park in the
early morning to play on the broken-down rides. shoeless and
wearing ragged clothes, they sprint to the merry-go-round, its
chipped candy-colored paint bleached by the scorching sun.
The horses are motionless but the boys laugh like they’re in
Disneyland, forgetting their troubles in a brief moment of joy.

They are among thousands of children orphaned by Boko
Haram Islamists now living in the capital of Borno state, in
northeast Nigeria. “They are internally displaced persons (IDPs)
but they are not in camp,” said Salisu Ismail, a 42-year-old who
works near the amusement park. There is no care for them, so
they come here and play. They aren’t supposed to be here, they
should be in school but they don’t have any access. It’s really
painful to see. Without education, they’ll consume us”. 

Boko Haram was founded in Maiduguri by a charismatic
preacher who advocated a fundamentalist interpretation of the
Koran and denounced Western influence in Nigeria.  Rampant
poverty, high unemployment and government corruption
attracted increasing numbers of followers even before the
group turned to violence. With those factors drivers for radical-
ization, officials fear the city will remain a fertile breeding
ground for extremism if the masses of orphans aren’t taken care
of. Yet today they face the dilemma of how to get thousands of
homeless children back to school in a desperately poor region
where education has never been prioritized but is the key to pre-
venting another jihadist uprising.  “We have an official number
of over 52,000 orphans in Borno state,” governor Kashim
Shettima said. “Unofficially, the orphans may number over
100,000. Half of them may be in Maiduguri. Without educating
these youth, they will be monsters that consume all of us. “It’s a
very huge challenge.”

Relentless assault
Even as the Nigerian army reclaims the last of the territory

held by Boko Haram, whose name roughly translated from
Hausa means “Western education is sin”, their relentless
assault on education continues to restrict development in
some of the far-flung camps on the border of Niger and
Cameroon, where the battle is still raging, there are no schools
at all.  In Maiduguri, whose population has doubled to over
two million due to those seeking shelter from the conflict,
thousands of children are slipping through the cracks. “A lot of
children have never been to school,” said UNICEF child protec-
tion specialist Samuel Manyok. “It’s as bad as (the situation in)
Somalia and South Sudan combined.” 

Harrowing stories 
Getting children whose lives have been shattered by Boko

Haram into class is just one hurdle to reintegrating them back
into society when many have suffered traumatizing experi-
ences. Sitting at a concrete table in the amusement park, 15-
year-old Aisha — not her real name — says she was the only
one of her family to survive when Boko Haram invaded her
village in 2015. When her parents refused to let her marry a
Boko Haram fighter, the militants shot her father “on the
spot” and tossed her mother into a makeshift prison full of
urine and feces. Days later and starving, she finally let her
daughter go. “He forced himself on me,” Aisha said of her
new husband with whom she lived in Sambisa Forest, Boko
Haram’s stronghold in Borno state.

“He would bring bombs and tell me to pour water on them,
so they didn’t explode.” Wearing a white hijab with two ruby
studs in her nose and a wary look in her eyes, Aisha says she saw
militants strapping explosives to young girls and boys. The
rebels gave them 50,000 naira ($158, 145 euros) for their fami-
lies and told them they would go to heaven. If they refused to
blow themselves up, they would be shot, she said.  

In December, the Nigerian military invaded Sambisa Forest
and rescued Aisha. She now lives with a man from her village in
an IDP camp in Maiduguri. But she isn’t going to school. Asked
what she wants to do in the future, she doesn’t seem to know.
“Clothes make me happy,” she eventually replies. 

‘A time bomb’ 
Schools were only officially reopened in Maiduguri and

accessible areas of Borno state late last year after closing down
in 2014. Hundreds of others across the state are waiting to be
rebuilt after being destroyed by Boko Haram.  To address the
orphan crisis, Shettima’s goal is to build “20 mega-schools
across the state”. His government has also floated plans to build
a massive orphanage for 8,000 children.

Whether construction begins depends on how much the
Borno government receives from the federal government, a
notoriously unreliable benefactor. It is also counting on the gen-
erosity and courage of international donors. “The destruction of
schools, the displacement and loss of school years, and the
abduction of school children has reduced the level of access to
education in a safe environment,” said Oge Chukwudozie, man-
ager of humanitarian organization Plan International Nigeria.

“Given that the crisis directly targeted schools, non-govern-
ment organizations had to play it safe so that children will not
be exposed to direct attack by Boko Haram.” Nigeria’s govern-
ment is unlikely to resolve the school shortage quickly. But
without urgent intervention, the risk of renewed violence
increases.   “They need a second chance at life,” said UNICEF’s
Manyok. “Otherwise they become a destabilizing factor. It’s just
a time bomb.” — AFP 

Building collapse
in Sri Lanka’s

capital injures 19
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka: A five-storey building under construc-
tion in Sri Lanka’s capital collapsed yesterday, injuring at least
19 people, officials said. Those injured in the collapse in
Colombo have been sent to hospitals, police spokesman
Priyantha Jayakody said. Hundreds of soldiers, police and fire-
fighters were searching for anyone who might be trapped
inside the building.

Military spokesman Brig. Roshan Seneviratne said soldiers
were in contact with one person trapped. He said the victim is
unable to come out due to a concrete wall and soldiers are
talking to him through a hole made through the concrete. “He
is safe and we are trying to rescue him,” Seneviratne said.

The reason for the collapse was not immediately known.
Sarath Wimalawardena, an eyewitness who works at a nearby
construction site, said the building collapsed with a loud
sound that was followed by an enormous cloud of dust. He
said people in the area helped evacuate the injured before
police and firefighters arrived. —AP

Alone in Maiduguri: The 
orphans of Boko Haram

MAIDUGURI: Children orphaned by Boko Haram Islamists play on a merry-go-round in an abandoned amusement park
in Maiduguri, Nigeria. — AFP

Cambodians
remember victims
of ‘Killing Fields’

PHNOM PENH: Hundreds of people gathered at one of
Cambodia’s most notorious “Killing Fields” yesterday to
remember victims of the Khmer Rouge genocide of at
least 1.8 million Cambodians in the 1970s. Most of the
victims died of starvation, torture, exhaustion or disease
in labor camps or were bludgeoned to death during
mass executions. At Choeung Ek, some 15 km from the
Cambodian capital, heavy rains to this day wash frag-
ments of bone and scraps of the victims’ clothing from
mass graves.

A tower of skulls and bones stands at the centre of a
memorial to an era in which hardly any Cambodian fami-
ly was spared losses. “I offer this food through the monks
to those who were killed and I ask them to wish us and
the country good luck and that there will be no more
fighting or killing in the future,” said 59-year-old Keo
Oun at the memorial. The Khmer Rouge ruled Cambodia
from 1975 to 1979.

The Day of Remembrance, once known as the “Day of
Hatred”, is usually held on May 20 but was brought for-
ward this year due to local election campaigning.
Tension has been rising ahead of the election next
month. Prime Minister Hun Sen, a former Khmer Rouge
cadre who has ruled for over three decades, has warned
of possible civil war if his Cambodian People’s Party
doesn’t win elections. His opponents accuse him of
using intimidation and underhand tactics to keep his
grip on power. —Reuters

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan military rescuers and fire fighters
search for trapped people in the debris of a five-storey
building under construction that collapsed in Colombo,
Sri Lanka, yesterday. — AP
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MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte said yesterday
he wanted to behead opponents of his drug war and warned
50,000 people could die in the crackdown, after rejecting
European Union aid in response to its criticism of the killings.
Duterte insisted he would not be intimidated by criticism of the
drug war, which rights groups have said could be a crime
against humanity. “Don’t trust those human rights (critics), if
you do I will cut off both your heads,” Duterte said in a speech
to inaugurate a bridge in the southern Philippines.

“I will not be influenced by any fear. Jail me. So jail me. If
they say I should be jailed, okay. Fine. I’ll pay the price.”
Duterte said human rights activists had alleged that 10,000
people had died in his drug war since he came to power in the
middle of last year, but warned of many more deaths in his
quest to eradicate drugs in society.”Make that 50,000. I will
really finish them off. And even if I go to hell, I can rot in
prison. I do not mind. I am old.”

Duterte’s comments came shortly after his spokesman said
the Philippines would refuse European Union grants that “inter-
fered” with its internal affairs. The European Union has been
one of the most vocal international critics of the drug war. “The
president has approved the recommendation of the depart-
ment of finance not to accept grants... from the EU that may
allow it to interfere with the internal policies of the Philippines,”
presidential spokesman Ernesto Abella told reporters.

Abella said one grant had already been declined for having

“objectionable” conditions attached to it, although he refused
to elaborate. The European Union is the Philippines’ eighth
biggest source of aid, with assistance last year worth $217 mil-
lion, according to government data. Much of the aid is spent
on projects to help end Muslim and communist insurgencies in
the southern Philippines. It was not clear how much money
was in jeopardy.

Abella said humanitarian aid would still be accepted but the
EU ambassador to Manila, Franz Jessen, said the decision
impacted 250 million euros ($278 million) in grants. Economic
secretary Ernesto Pernia added to the confusion by saying the
announcement of rejecting aid may just be a response by
Duterte to the criticism and he may retract it.

Angry responses    
Duterte, 72, has repeatedly criticized European lawmakers

and the EU for condemning his drug war. The European Union
has said it is reviewing Philippine exports’ duty-free status
because of rights concerns, which also include Duterte’s plans
to bring back the death penalty and lower the age of criminal
responsibility to nine. Duterte last year used vulgar language
and raised his middle finger in response to a European parlia-
ment statement expressing concern over the killings. The
German government also expressed concern after Duterte last
year drew parallels between his drug war and the Holocaust
perpetrated by Adolf Hitler’s Nazi Germany. —AFP

Philippines’ Duterte warns of 
thousands more drug killings
Philippines to refuse European Union grants

MANILA: A 500 Euro bill, second row, and other country notes are displayed on a tarpaulin outside a money changer in
Manila, Philippines yesterday. — AP

South Korean President
vows to reopen probe

into 1980 massacre
SEOUL, South Korea: South Korea’s new liberal president
vowed yesterday to reopen an investigation into the govern-
ment’s role in the violent suppression of a 1980 democratic
uprising in the city of Gwangju that killed hundreds, as he fur-
ther distanced himself from his ousted conservative predeces-
sor. An emotional President Moon Jae-in made the comments
during an event in Gwangju marking the anniversary of the
massacre, which he called the “saddest and most painful
moment” in the country’s recent history.

Moon is the first president to attend the anniversary in four
years. Former President Park Geun-hye, the daughter of military
dictator Park Chung-hee who ruled the country in the 1960s
and ‘70s, avoided the event after attending during her first year
as president in 2013. Former military strongman Chun Doo-
hwan, who seized power months after Park’s death in 1979, was
convicted in 1996 on a broad range of criminal charges, includ-
ing bribery, treason and orchestrating the crackdown on the
Gwangju protesters.  He was pardoned in late 1997 and denied
responsibility for the bloody crackdown in a memoir published
in March, saying he never ordered his troops to fire at the pro-
testers. Moon wiped away tears as he listened to a speech by a
daughter of one of the Gwangju victims and unexpectedly
stepped up the stage as she left. In a speech, Moon promised a
more thorough investigation into the actions of Chun’s soldiers,
including their alleged use of a military helicopter to fire with a
machine gun at protesters.

“The new government will invest greater effort into fully
revealing the truth surrounding the May 18 democracy move-
ment,” Moon said. “We will at any cost unveil the truth and
responsibilities behind the shootings.” Government figures
show about 200 people were killed during the suppression,
which involved police, paratroopers and tanks dispatched by
Chun, but activists say the actual toll was much higher.

Moon, a longtime human rights attorney, took office on May
10 after winning an election to replace Park, who was removed
from office and arrested in March over allegations of corruption
and abuse of power that could potentially send her to jail for
life. In another move that symbolized a sharp break from past
conservative governments, Moon led the crowd of thousands in
singing “March Song for My Dear,” a 1980s protest song that
became an anthem for the country’s struggle toward democra-
cy and has often been sung at protests. —AP

GWANGJU: South Korean President Moon Jae-in, speaks
during the 37th annual May 18 Democratic Uprising
memorial at the Gwangju National Cemetery in Gwangju,
South Korea yesterday. — AP

TAIPEI: A Taiwanese man was arrested yesterday
for decapitating his sister in front of horrified
neighbors, a week after another killer was jailed
for beheading a three-year-old girl in the street.
The brutal crimes have shocked the largely peace-
ful island. The 54-year-old man, identified by his
family  name Lin,  beheaded his  s ister  with a
kitchen knife outside their home in southern
Kaohsiung city after an argument, police said. 

Lin and his sister, 52, were both unmarried and
lived together in southern Kaohsiung city. He had
been taking care of the mentally-ill woman for

many years, police added. “She was supposed to
go to the hospital this morning and they quar-
reled when she refused. Lin then attacked her
with a kitchen knife and severed her neck,” an
officer said. 

Local television quoted an eyewitness as saying
the woman had knelt and pleaded for her life
while neighbors screamed when they saw her sev-
ered head on the pavement. In the previous killing
of the three-year-old girl, schizophrenic Wang
Ching-yu decapitated the child in public near a
metro station in Taipei last year, fighting off her

mother and passers-by who tried to stop him. He
escaped the death penalty in court last week. 

Wang’s case sparked fresh debate over the death
penalty for child killers and there were protests call-
ing for capital punishment. He claimed that he had
hallucinated he was a Chinese emperor from Sichuan
province and believed that killing the girl would
bring him concubines to “carry on his family line”,
local media reported. Prosecutors called the crime
extremely cold-blooded and demanded the death
penalty. But a district court sentenced Wang to life in
prison due to his “mental handicap”. —AFP 

Taiwan man arrested over public beheading of sister
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This file photo shows
singer Chris Cornell
performing at
Prophets of Rage and
Friends’ Anti
Inaugural Ball at the
Taragram Ballroom in
Los Angeles,
California. —AFP
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‘Resident Evil’ lays
zombies to rest 

after 15 grisly years

Like a horde of undead, “Resident Evil” has shuffled relent-
lessly forward over six films, taking a fleshy $1.2 billion
chunk from movie-goers to become the biggest ever cine-

matic video game tie-in. Unlike the eviscerated victims of the
franchise’s bloodthirsty genetically modified flesh-eaters, how-
ever, the creators of “Resident Evil” are going out on their own
terms. Director Paul WS Anderson has said the DVD and Blu-ray
of “Resident Evil: The Final Chapter,” released this week, will be
the last offering from a series that has been savaged by critics
but adored by its loyal devotees.

When the idea for the first film, “Resident Evil,” germinated
from a marathon gaming session at the turn of the millennium,
the world wasn’t exactly crying out for another video game
turned into a movie. “It was a movie that was made against the
odds. It was made outside of the studio system with no
American involvement,” Anderson, 53, told AFP. “At our very first
test screening, if we hadn’t scored really very high, the movie
was going to go straight to DVD and there would have been no
franchise.”

At that stage, around a dozen game adaptations had already
been tried, starting with “Super Mario Bros.” in 1993. A few-the
first two “Pokemon” films, “Lara Croft: Tomb Raider” and
Anderson’s own “Mortal Kombat”-did very respectable business
at the box office but all were panned by critics.

‘Ground Zero’ 
Japanese developer Capcom’s blood-spattered “Resident

Evil” had grown into a global phenomenon however and
Anderson felt it could buck the trend. The 52-year-old British
writer-director cut himself off from the world to immerse himself
in the game, emerging bleary-eyed two weeks later with an idea
for a movie. “I felt it was way ahead of the curve. It was talking
about things that people weren’t paying any attention to, this
idea of corporate malfeasance and the fact that your govern-
ment probably wasn’t looking after your best interests,” he said. 

The movie, based loosely on the first two video games fol-
lows a special ops unit as it fights a powerful, out-of-control
supercomputer and hundreds of scientists who have mutated
into flesh-eating creatures after a laboratory accident.
Anderson shot almost the entire movie in Berlin but was mid-
air  on the way to f i lming the f inal  scene in Canada on
September 11, 2001 when two planes slammed into the World
Trade Center in New York. “I was one of the last flights out of
New York to Toronto, and we ended up just closing down the
shoot and doing it a month later, because it became a no-fly
zone,” said Anderson, who produced all six chapters, directing
the first and the final three.  “Originally the movie was called
‘Resident Evil: Ground Zero.’ We obviously had to change that.”
“Resident Evil” (2002) was an immediate hit, more than tripling
its $33 million budget, and the trend throughout its sequels
has been an upward trajectory towards the $312 million box
office receipts of “The Final Chapter.” — AFP

This file photo shows actress Milla Jovovich (left) and
her husband, writer/director, Paul WS Anderson arriv-
ing at the premiere of Sony Pictures Releasing’s
“Resident Evil: The Final Chapter” at the Regal LA Live
Theatres in Los Angeles, California. — AFP 

Al ien creator Ridley Scott said
Wednesday he hoped to make
movie-goers ponder life’s bigger

questions through his latest contribution
to the “Alien” sci-fi blockbuster franchise-
but also to scare them senseless. The veter-
an British director, who made the ground-
breaking original movie in the long-run-
ning action horror series in 1979, is ready-
ing to release the sixth film, “Alien
Covenant,” in the United States today.

“It’s (about) origin of the species, and
have we failed or have we not failed? And
are we going to correct ourselves? Sounds
highbrow, doesn’t it? But this thing will still
scare the shit out of them,” he told AFP,
summing up the movie.  The 79-year-old
director offered his thoughts on his latest
project and filmmaking in general ahead of
becoming the 304th star to sink his hand-
prints and footprints into cement at the
TCL Chinese Theatre, a tradition for
Hollywood’s creme de la creme.

Scott chose the occasion to rail against
the California tax system, which he said
was not encouraging filmmakers who have
left over the years to return to Hollywood.
Nine projects-including Fox series “Scream
Queens” and “American Horror Story”-were
allocated a total of $37.6 million in tax
breaks last year as part of an expanded
scheme designed to attract studios back.

But Scott told AFP it was “a pity” that
California couldn’t stretch to the kind of

rebates that have been successful back
home in Britain. Scott’s directing credits over
a genre-straddling career spanning more
than 50 years have included acclaimed
works such as “Thelma and Louise” (1991),
“Gladiator” (2000) and the Golden Globe
winning “The Martian” (2015).

‘Holy Grail’ 
The filmmaker said he considered the

handprint honor “a Holy Grail,” recalling his
first visit to the Chinese Theatre, which
turns 90 today. “I used to walk up and
down here. Hollywood Boulevard was per-
fumed, very clean and very pretty in those
days,” he said. “It’s getting better now but
it did take a downturn. It’s climbing out of
that right now, and it should.” “I would
look at the names every morning. I used to
eat breakfast just around the corner-two
little old ladies with blue hair, great food-
and I’d walk past and look at the names.” 

The director-who was also the brains
behind “Blade Runner” in 1982 and is exec-
utive producing the sequel “Blade Runner
2049,” due for release on October 6 — says
“Alien: Covenant” has a religious subtext,
although he is agnostic. Harrison Ford-who
starred in the original “Blade Runner” and
is in the sequel-introduced Scott in front of
hundreds of wellwishers as “Alien:
Covenant” stars Katherine Waterson,
Danny McBride and Nathaniel Dean looked
on.  “I come to praise Ridley, not to bury

him,” Ford joked. Scott poked fun at Ford,
calling the actor “a flipping nightmare” to
work with, before telling the crowd he was
“still learning and still curious.” “I don’t feel
I’ve ever worked a day in my life. I think to
me it’s one big holiday. 

I just adore it,” he said. “Alien: Covenant”
the second of the prequel films, is set in
2104 on board a spaceship carrying 2,000
cryogenically frozen colonists to a distant
planet when they chance upon an unchart-
ed paradise. But their voyage soon turns
into a gory nightmare that makes “Alien”‘s
original “chestbuster” scene seem tame in
comparison. — AFP

Oscar-winning director Asif
Kapadia is to make a film
about a disastrous adulterous

affair among the Pakistani elite with
Indian star Irrfan Khan, according to
reports yesterday. “Moth Smoke” is
being adapted from the debut novel
of Pakistan-born writer Mohsin
Hamid about a social misfit who
begins an affair with his best friend’s
wife against the backdrop of nuclear
tests by India and Pakistan in 1998. “I
have been eagerly waiting for some-
thing on which I could work with Asif
again,” Khan told the film industry
bible Variety as the project was
unveiled at the Cannes film festival.

He starred in Kapadia’s debut hit

“The Warrior”. British-born Kapadia
is best known for his acclaimed doc-
umentaries “Senna”, about the
Formula One legend Ayrton Senna,
and “Amy”, an intimate portrayal of
tragic singer Amy Winehouse, which
won him an Oscar last year.
“Slumdog Millionaire” producer
Dina Dattani said that given the
political tension between India and
Pakistan, it is not yet clear where or
when the film would start shooting.
“It is too early to decide on location.
We will consider both Pakistan and
India for the shoot,” she added.
Kapadia is currently working on a
documentary about football legend
Diego Maradona. — AFP

Indian star Irrfan Khan in
new film about Pakistani affair

Bollywood actor Irrfan Khan sits during a press
conference to promote his upcoming movie
“Hindi Medium” in Ahmadabad, India. — AP

From the cast of “Alien: Convenant,”
actress Katherine Waterson arrives
on the red carpet ahead of Sir Ridley
Scott’s Hand and Footprint ceremony
in front of the TCL Chinese Theater in
Hollywood. — AFP photos

From the cast of “Alien: Convenant,” actor Michael Fassbender arrives on the
red carpet.



L i f e s t y l e
FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2017

Jean-Michel Jarre, 
master of mega-concert, 

finally finds US

Electronic music pioneer Jean-Michel Jarre, who has performed
some of history’s largest concerts over a four-decade career, is
finally touring the United States. And he at last feels at home.

The French artist, who sees music as a form of “emotional counter-
force” in a turbulent era, plays Saturday at Radio City Music Hall in
his first full-fledged concert in New York. He recalls fantasizing
about playing the storied venue from his first trip to New York. But
he traces a reluctance toward the United States to his father,
Maurice Jarre, a giant of Hollywood music who scored classic films
including “Lawrence of Arabia.”

“I had a difficult relationship with my father,” who split with
Jarre’s mother when he was a child, the youthful 68-year-old told
AFP in New York. “He lived in the United States for 60 years, in Los
Angeles, and it was difficult for me to go to California because I
always thought it was my father’s territory,” he said. “Probably psy-
chologically this is the real reason ... why I didn’t tour here early.”
With his father’s death in 2009, that issue is gone. Jarre closes his
North America tour in Los Angeles on May 27.

“I have the feeling that coming here is a continuation of what he
was doing,” Jarre said. “I feel, in a strange way, a bit at home now.”
Jarre, who was the first Western musician in China after the Cultural
Revolution, had played only one previous concert in North America-
a massive city-wide light and music show in Houston in 1986 to cel-
ebrate the NASA space program and the state of Texas.

Emotional balance through music 
A committed pro-European and critic of President Donald

Trump, Jarre, whose 1976 album “Oxygene” was a defining work in
electronic music, believes that music “can bring a sort of oxygen, no
pun intended, and serve as an emotional counterforce.” On his
recent two-volume “Electronica” series of collaborations, Jarre
recorded a track with US intelligence leaker Edward Snowden
whom he credits with opening a welcome debate on technology’s
role in society. “It’s very important, at this moment that the United
States is going through an identity crisis, to remember that this
country was founded on an act of resistance that was considered
treason at the time by the king,” Jarre said.

“Traitors one day could become heroes the next and people like
Chelsea Manning, Julian Assange and Edward Snowden are part of
a counterforce that is important to protect,” he said. Jarre celebrat-
ed the election of the young centrist Emmanuel Macron as French
president, saying “we can for once be proud of France.” “We got it
right-and not extreme right,” he said with a chuckle. Jarre said he
could hear the subconscious effect of the November 2015 attacks in
Paris on “Oxygene 3,” the third part of his trilogy which he released
last year, as he noticed “chaotic interruptions” when he listened
back. “We all had the feeling in Paris, in France, that you go outside
and anything can happen. You can meet the love of your life at the
corner of your street but you can also die from terrorism,” he said.
“It’s not like being in a kind of war atmosphere all the time. It’s the
reverse-it’s like peace, but suddenly you have just an element of
chaos happening.”

Ready for AI ‘revolution’
Four decades into Jarre’s career, electronic music-particularly

pop-driven dance music-tops charts and festival lineups. The main-
streaming of electronica is no surprise to Jarre, who said he always
knew that electronic music “wasn’t a genre in itself, but another
approach to musical composition.” Looking ahead, Jarre said the
future was artificial intelligence. He dismissed the dangers, recalling
that before the advent of train travel some feared that riding at fast
speeds would blow up passengers’ hearts. “I think the great revolu-
tion is ahead of us,” he said. — AFP

Rocker Chris Cornell, who gained fame as the lead
singer of the bands Soundgarden and Audioslave,
has died at age 52, and police said yesterday that his

death is being investigated as a possible suicide. Cornell,
who had been on tour, died Wednesday night in Detroit,
Cornell’s representative Brian Bumbery said in a statement
to The Associated Press. Cornell had performed a Detroit
concert with Soundgarden that night. Bumbery called the
death “sudden and unexpected” and said his wife and fam-
ily are in shock. The statement said the family would be
working closely with the medical examiner to determine
the cause and have asked for privacy.

Detroit police spokesman Michael Woody told AP yes-
terday that he couldn’t release details about why police are
investigating the death as a possible suicide, but noted
there were “basic things observed at the scene.” Cornell
died at the MGM Grand Detroit hotel, Woody said. He said
Cornell’s wife had called a family friend and asked him to
check on Cornell; the friend forced open a hotel room door

and found Cornell on the bathroom floor. The Wayne
County Medical Examiner’s office will make an official
determination about the cause of death.

News of Cornell’s death prompted scores of tweets
expressing sadness. Aerosmith guitarist Joe Perry tweeted:
“Very sad news about Chris Cornell today. A sad loss of a
great talent to the world, his friends and family. Rest In
Peace.” With his powerful, nearly four-octave vocal range,
Cornell was one of the leading voices of the 1990s grunge
movement with Soundgarden, which emerged as one of
the biggest bands out of Seattle’s emerging music scene,
joining the likes of Nirvana, Pearl Jam and Alice in Chains.

Formed in 1984 by Cornell, guitarist Kim Thayil and
bassist Hiro Yamamoto, Soundgarden’s third studio album,
“Badmotorfinger,” in 1991 spawned popular singles “Jesus
Christ Pose,” “Rusty Cage” and “Outshined” that received
regular play on alternative rock radio stations. Cornell also
collaborated with members of what would become Pearl
Jam to form Temple of the Dog, which produced a self-
titled album in 1991 in tribute to friend Andrew Wood, for-
mer frontman of Mother Love Bone. Three years later,
Soundgarden broke through on mainstream radio with the
album “Superunknown,” which debuted at No. 1 on the
Billboard 200 and was nominated for a Grammy for Best
Rock Record in 1995. It included hit singles “Spoonman,”
“Fell on Black Days,” “Black Hole Sun,” “My Wave” and “The
Day I Tried to Live.”

Soundgarden disbanded in 1997 due to tensions in the
band, and Cornell pursued a solo career. In 2001, he joined
Audioslave, a supergroup that included former Rage
Against the Machine members Tom Morello, Brad Wilk and
Tim Commerford. The band released three albums in six
years and also performed at a concert billed as Cuba’s first
outdoor rock concert by an American band, though some
Cuban artists have disputed that claim.

Audioslave disbanded in 2007, but Cornell  and
Soundgarden reunited in 2010 and released the band’s
sixth studio album, “King Animal” in 2012. Cornell also

released four solo studio albums and a solo live album. He
released the single “The Promise” in March on iTunes, with
all proceeds going to the International Rescue Committee,
a global humanitarian aid, relief, and development non-
governmental organization. In addition to his music,
Cornell also became involved in philanthropy and started
the Chris and Vicky Cornell Foundation to support children
facing challenges, including homelessness, poverty, abuse
and neglect. — AP

Soundgarden singer 
Chris Cornell dies

at age 52 in Detroit

This file photo taken on April 18, 2017 shows Chris
Cornell and family attending the New York Screening
of “The Promise” at The Paris Theatre in New York City.

French electronic musician Jean-Michel Jarre poses in front
of the Radio City Music Hall in New York.

In this Sunday, Aug. 8, 2010 file photo, musician Chris
Cornell  of Soundgarden performs during the
Lollapalooza music festival in Grant Park in Chicago. 

This file photo taken on January 20, 2017 shows singer
Chris Cornell performing at Prophets of Rage and Friends’
Anti Inaugural Ball at the Taragram Ballroom in Los
Angeles, California. — AP/AFP photos

In this Sept 23, 2011,
file photo, musician

Chris Cornell is shown
in New York.

In this Sept 5, 2008, file
photo, musician Chris
Cornell performs on
stage during Conde
Nast’s Fashion Rocks
show in New York.
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American actor Harvey Keitel is to star in a new film about
the Portuguese peasant children who saw visions of the
Virgin Mary 100 years ago in Fatima, its producers said yes-

terday. The announcement at the Cannes film festival comes after
Pope Francis canonised the two child shepherds Jacinta and
Francisco on the centenary of the first reported apparition on
Saturday.  "Fatima" will also feature the Brazilian actress Sonia
Braga. US producer Gary Hamilton of Arclight Films said the script
"remains true to (the apparitions') miraculous message. The story
of Fatima is what real-live legends are made of." 

The Virgin Mary is said to have confided three secrets to the
children, then aged 7 and 9, who both died later in the 1918
Spanish influenza pandemic. The first two secrets were interpret-
ed as foretelling a world war and the dangers of Soviet commu-

nism. The third secret has long been kept a mystery. But the sanc-
tuary's importance grew after Pope John Paul II credited the
Virgin of Fatima with saving his life after he was shot by Turkish
gunman Mehmet Ali Agca in 1981 on the anniversary of the first
reported apparition. The bullet that struck the pope was later
placed in the golden crown of the statue of Our Lady of Fatima.
Saturday's canonisation ceremony in the small town, now a glob-
al pilgrimage site, drew about half a million people, according to
the Vatican. — AFP

Harvey Keitel to star in film about Fatima miracles

This file photo shows US actor Harvey Keitel
arriving on the set of the Grand Journal tv show,
on the sidelines of the 68th Cannes Film Festival

in Cannes, southeastern France. — AFP

'House of Cards' First

Lady backs Michelle

Obama as president

"House of Cards" star Robin Wright-who plays a quietly
Machiavellian First Lady in the hit Netflix series-said
yesterday that Michelle Obama should be the next US

president. The actress told reporters at the Cannes film festival
that Donald Trump "has stolen all our ideas" for the next series of
the drama about a villainous head of state who stops at nothing
to stay in the White House. Wright, a prominent activist, said a
leader like Michelle Obama could galvanise liberals to get
through the Trump years.

"We gotta see the hope somewhere, even if it is out there in
the future," she said at a "Women in Motion" talk in Cannes.
"Everyone is talking around the (water) cooler saying, 'We have
four more years of this! What are we going to do?'"  She added:
"In 2022 I want Michelle Obama there. She would be a great
female president. It does take time to break the mould and
change the psychology. Maybe it's going to take a little more
time for Michelle to get that message through." Wright, 51, who
is starring this summer in "Wonder Woman", which she called the
"first female superhero movie", also said "it's time the film indus-
try addressed its gaping gender imbalance". With only seven per-
cent of films directed by women, according to estimates, she said
the problem was obvious.  "There are women CEOs who are mak-
ing billions and billions for their companies. Why can't we just
implement that in the (film) industry? It's time."

Blatant sexism 
"The problem today is that feminism has become a derogato-

ry, diva-like word. Feminism means equality, period. Equal work
for equal pay," Wright told the "Women in Motion" talk organized
by the luxury group Kering. She said she first experienced blatant
sexism early in her career. "When I was 17 in Paris I went for a 'go
see' (audition). I thought they were just looking at my face, but
the guy told me to lift up my top. I did, and he said, 'No, I like the
other one's titties better'."

But she said feminism was about more than calling out crude
discrimination.  "It is not just about 'Yeah, girl power!' but love
and justice, and that is a great message to spread to our little
women." Wright, who has also directed "House of Cards"
episodes while starring alongside Kevin Spacey, said she decided
to ask to direct herself after Spacey was offered the chance,
which he turned down. —AFP

US actress Robin Wright poses as she for the screening of the
film 'Ismael's Ghosts' during the opening ceremony of the
70th edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, southern
France. — AFP 

The Cannes film festival-the world's
greatest movie showcase-celebrates
its 70th anniversary this year. AFP

asked actors and directors who made their
names at the festival to recount their highs
and lows at the star-studded event.

Alexander Sokurov 
Top Russian director Alexander

Sokurov, whose film "Moloch" won the fes-
tival's Best Screenplay award in 1999 and
whose work has been nominated many
times since, started going to Cannes when
"the Berlin Wall was still up" and "Soviet
cinema did not have the mark of Cain it
does today". Nevertheless, he described
Cannes as "elitist". 

"I always saw Cannes as an elitist festi-
val, expensive, unaffordable," he said. "It's
my personal point of view, perhaps
because I am also a small fish. But he
added: "I'd like to congratulate the festival
for its longevity and wish it would pay
more attention to art house cinema and to
the efforts, first and foremost artistic, of
filmmakers."

Rossy de Palma 
Spanish actress Rossy de Palma said

the first time she went to Cannes was
after a break-up, with an invitation from
late Spanish producer Mate Cantero. "I

felt a little weird. It was wonderful to
experience that because I told myself 'I
would cry when I returned to Madrid',"
she said.    Being asked to be a member of
the jury in 2015 is her best memory of
Cannes: "I was so happy, so delighted. I
had never been inside that part of the
festival. It was magic. 

"I had major problems returning to
reality afterwards. You want to stay, get
up and watch the films, (see) what others
have done, debate with passionate col-
leagues on the jury". It was a "dream
come true."

Hirokazu Kore-Eda 
To Japanese director Hirokazu Kore-

Eda, Cannes "is always a time to be proud
to belong to the film community, a time to
always be inspired". But the first thing that

always comes to mind when he thinks of
Cannes is 2004, the year his film "Nobody
Knows" screened at the festival.  The
youngest of the child actors he was with
got sick.

"We were driving towards the red car-
pet when he started to say he wasn't feel-
ing well and he wanted to throw up,"
Kore-Eda said. "I can see myself looking for
a plastic bag in the car. We were telling
ourselves that we needed to open the
windows but if we opened the windows
and he threw up, it wouldn't do."

"Every time I think of Cannes, I think
about that slightly funny story, but there
are also touching memories, l ike the
applause after the screening of 'Like
Father, Like Son'," in 2013. — AFP

Cannes is 'elitist and unaffordable,'
says top Russian director

Alexander SokurovJapanese director Kore-Eda Hirokazu 

Spanish actress Rossy de Palma poses as she arrives for the screening of the film 'Ismael's Ghosts' (Les Fantomes d'Ismael) dur-
ing the opening ceremony of the 70th edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, southern France. — AFP
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It's an easy day trip from Valencia and it's also
a trip back in time: A visit to the castle in
Sagunto. Sagunto is just a half-hour by train

from Valencia. From there you can take a taxi or
walk 15 or 20 minutes through the narrow cob-
blestone streets toward the big castle ruins on
the hill. The fortress was built to protect the
town and through the centuries has been used
by Moors, Romans and Christians. There's also a
14th century Jewish cemetery.

Hannibal sacked the place in 219 BC,
Napoleon's army seized the castle after a siege
in 1811 and the ancient parapets were used as
machine-gun turrets during the Spanish Civil
War in the 1930s. The site is made up of seven
squares and stretches more than a half mile
(almost a full kilometer) along the hill. There is

no admission charge. You can explore the
grounds, climb some of the ancient walls and
even inspect the Roman outhouses.

A small museum houses stones with Latin
and Jewish inscriptions. A walk down the hill
brings you to the restored Roman amphitheater,
dating to the reign of Augustus. The only rest-
rooms at the site have no roof, offering a seated
view of the castle walls. The fortress offers spec-
tacular views of the town below, the
Mediterranean and on a clear day, Valencia in
the distance. The winding walk back through
town, perhaps with lunch or souvenir shopping
along the way, brings you to the train station.
You'll be back in Valencia with plenty of time left
to enjoy the day. — AP

Day trip from Valencia, a trip back in time: Sagunto castle

Photos show the ruins of Sagunto Castle in Sagunto, Spain. —AP photos



L i f e s t y l e
FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2017

By Mike Eckel

Crawl from your warm sleeping bag out the tent door,
into the darkness and pre-dawn wind whipping
across the plateau. Look up at the cathedral of the

sky. Watch the whirlpool of constellations spin overhead.
Hold your breath. It's hard not to feel vertigo in the majesty
of Montana's wilderness. Whether you seek the rocky
heights of a 10,000-foot (3,000-meter) peak or an endless
chain of lakes, pastels in a mountain meadow or the end-
less catch of trout, trek into the one of the state's most
magnificent ranges - the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness -
to find solitude and grandeur.

Don't be put off by the name of the best way to get in
there: The Beaten Path, a 26-mile (42-kilometer) trail that
climbs up and over the Gallatin National Forest watershed
divide, wending its way past pond after lake, peak after
cliff, meadow after plateau. The trail has a reputation for
high foot and horse traffic, but in the five days we back-
packed through last summer, my hiking partner Ben
Yeomans and I saw just a handful of others and embraced
the solitude.

The trailhead sits at the southeastern edge of East
Rosebud Lake. Accessible by car from the north via a 14-
mile (22-kilometer) road from Roscoe, the lake's shores are
dotted with cottages and cabins, and make it an easy
jumping-off point for the wilderness.

We decided, however, to access the path via Red Lodge,
a tourist town east of the wilderness that is best known as
the jumping-off point for the Beartooth Highway, the
breathtaking drive that climbs to 11,000 feet (3,352 meters)
while winding along the border with Wyoming. After spot-
ting a car just west of Red Lodge, we hitchhiked two-thirds
of the way up West Fork Road, until we got to a trailhead to
climb north - and up - out of the river valley and onto the
Red Lodge Creek plateau. Much of the valley and surround-
ing ridgeline is a moonscape of charred timber and ash on
the forest floor, the result of an intense 2008 fire. Our boots
and legs were gray and dusty by the time we reach tree
line, and the parched vales and streambeds on the way up
made us glad we packed extra water.

Amber meadow carpet
Up to 9,800 feet (3,000 meters) then down off the ridge,

we camped on the marshy shores of Crow Lake, hemmed
in by a seam of serrated peaks that turned crimson at sun-
set. The following day, we climbed out of the valley and
crossed an amber meadow carpet, then descended a dusty
switchback to arrive at East Rosebud Lake and the begin-
ning of the north end of the Beaten Path.

The path wound south, past one lake after another, fol-
lowing East Rosebud Creek as it drains north. The fisher-
men we passed carrying trout in plastic bags provided
reassurance that even novice anglers like ourselves could
catch something. At Elk Lake that night, we did not. The
next day we climbed, alternating between switchbacks and
scree fields perched over the creek scouring the valley
walls. When the trail widened again, along Rainbow Lake,
the sun had turned the waters into a sea of floating jewels.
We took a couple of cliff dives from the overlooking ledges
into the frigid alpine water, then apologized to the guy
patiently casting flies just around corner.

The Beaten Path, a 26-mile hiking trail that crosses through Montana’s Absaroka-Beartooth
Wilderness, is seen against the backdrop of the wilderness high peaks, some of the most dra-
matic and beautiful in the entire state. — AP photos

Impasse Falls, shown in this photo, is one of the most dramat-
ic waterfalls along the Beaten Path.

The autumn colors burst out from the grasses and bushes lining the Beaten Path.

Solitude and majesty in
Montana's Beartooth Wilderness 

Mike Eckel tries his hand at trout fishing in Elk Lake, the first
of several lakes that drain north along the Beaten Path.
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An original Caravaggio or a master fake? This is the question
that continues to befuddle art historians and experts about
a painting discovered in a French attic three years ago. The

400-year-old canvas-depicting the beheading of an Assyrian gen-
eral, Holofernes, by Judith from the biblical Book of Judith-was
found in 2014 when the owners of a house near the southwestern
city of Toulouse were investigating a leak in the ceiling.

Discovered in remarkably good condition, the work was paint-
ed between 1600 and 1610, specialists believe, and could be
worth as much as 120 million euros ($132 million). But whether
the spectacular large-format canvas is the long-lost masterpiece
by Italian Renaissance master Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio
or the work of Louis Finson, a Flemish painter and disciple of
Caravaggio who died in 1617, has the art community divided.

Art historian Giovanni Agosti even resigned in protest over
the issue when Milan's Brera Art Gallery, where he was a board
member, decided last year to put the painting on display
alongside authenticated works by the Renaissance master. The
disputed painting hung next to the authenticated copy of the
same scene by Finson from around 1607. The museum hedged
its bets by including an asterisk on its caption attributing the
work to Caravaggio but referring viewers to notes on its histo-
ry in the exhibition catalogue, but that wasn't good enough
for Agosti.

Eminent French art expert Eric Turquin-who has the backing of
Caravaggio specialist Nicola Spinosa and has been entrusted with
the painting-believes however that the tableau is the true work of

Caravaggio. It perfectly captures "the energy that radiates from
the artwork and the expression on Judith's face," he said.

Biggest such discovery? 
Turquin, who has kept the painting tucked away in a vault at

his offices, pointed to the artist's rendering of the fabrics — the
drapes in the background, the red knot near the left corner. The
very creamy texture of the painting is typical of Caravaggio's pic-
torial style, he said. Turquin also highlighted the painter's brush
strokes-he did not draw or outline his images in advance-noting
the detailed depiction of Holofernes's short nails which he said is
characteristic of Caravaggio's skill. Regardless of its authenticity,
France slapped an export ban on the canvas last April after
experts from the Louvre museum in Paris spent three weeks
studying it. The ban is in place until November 2018.

If France then wants to keep the painting out of the hands of
collectors, the government will have to shell out the suggested
going rate of 120 million euros. The painting should stay on
French soil "as a very important Caravaggian landmark, the histo-
ry and attribution of which are still to be fully investigated," the
culture minister said at the time. If the painting-which measures
144 cm by 175 cm (57 inches by 69 inches) is ever confirmed as an
original, it would count as the biggest such discovery since anoth-
er Caravaggio was discovered in Dublin in the early 1990s.

'Painted together' 
Caravaggio may have painted the gruesome scene, which also

features a haggard old lady with goiters-an abnormal enlarge-
ment of the thyroid gland in Naples while he was on the run from
a murder charge in Rome. His first version of Judith-where the
positions of Judith, in white, and the old lady are reversed-was
painted there around 1598 and now hangs in the National Gallery
of Ancient Art in the Italian capital.

A note addressed to the Duke of Mantua a few months after
Caravaggio left Naples for Malta mentioned a painting of Judith
and Holofernes, with an asking price of 300 ducats, a considerable
sum at the time, which could lend further weight to the French
painting's authenticity. The note also cited another Caravaggio
painting, "The Madonna of the Rosary," now hanging in Vienna's
Museum of Fine Arts. But Caravaggio's second Judith composi-
tion has been missing since 1617, the last time a reference to it
was made.

A scientific study conducted in Milan, where Caravaggio
scholars gathered for a day-long conference in February,
showed that the French Judith and the authentic Finson were
painted using the same techniques, with the same fabrics on
canvas and exhibited the same subtle changes to the original
idea, visible by x-ray. These features "can be explained only if
the works were painted together, side by side in the same stu-
dio" by two different painters, said a summary of the study. The
report concluded that the French Judith was indeed an original,
not a fake, but the burning question still remains-was it painted
by Caravaggio? — AFP

Art community remains divided
over Caravaggio found in French attic

This file photo shows a journalist standing in front of Caravaggio’s painting ‘Judith Beheading
Holofernes’ during the opening of the exhibition ‘Caravaggio and Bacon’ at the Borghese
Museum in Rome. — AFP photos

French art expert Eric Turquin stands in Paris in front of the painting entitled "Judith cutting
off the head of Holofernes", presented as being painted by Italian artist Caravaggio (1571-
1610), while experts are still to determine its authenticity.

One of the beauties of the Montana alpine terrain is how
easy it is to wander. That night, we bushwhacked off trail,
upstream to Echo Lake. Pika Peak, named for the small, fur-
ry rodent that we saw occasionally darting along the trail,
was bathed in a tangerine sunset, and we were astounded
that, literally, with every cast of our reel, we pulled in brook
trout well in excess of a foot. Pan-fried trout for dinner and
for breakfast. We reached the headwaters of East Rosebud
Creek the next day, after a gradual climb up and across
meadow after meadow, past Impasse Falls, the highest cas-
cade along the path.

Winds quieted at dusk
We topped out at the divide, at 10,200 feet (3,100

meters), at Fossil Lake. After being baked red by the sun for
three days, we welcomed the wind but not the spitting
snow and hail. We bundled up and descended. At Fulcrum
Lake, above tree line but in the lee of a rocky knob, our luck
with the trout was gone. Our consolation was eating din-
ner perched on a rock at water's edge. Below us, moun-

tains stretched to the horizon. And when the winds quiet-
ed at dusk, the lake's surface swallowed the port sky.
Pinprick starlight bounced back into the heavens from
where it came.

On the final climb down, we passed so many lakes, we
had to resist trying to fish every one of them. The lake
names themselves are things to behold: Anvil, Sourdough,
Stardust, Courthouse, Fossil, Fizzle, Froze to Death, No
Bones, Dude. Gradually the forest pines closed in, and the
trail felt claustrophobic after spending so much time open
to the sky. The riot of wildflower reds, oranges and yellows
beneath our feet took the edge off our wilderness farewell
and re-entry to civilization. — AP

Mike Eckel climbs
toward the watershed

divide along the
Beaten Path.
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By Melissa D'arabian

Tis (almost) the season of backyard barbecues, picnics and
outdoor potlucks. We gather with friends, or simply migrate
to the backyard picnic table for family dinner, and that has

me craving the classics: Grilled meats, veggies and some creamy
starchy sides like macaroni salad. Today, I have the perfect solu-
tion for scratching the creamy-side-salad itch while actually get-
ting in some seriously healthy raw veg. Win-win.

Creamy Broccoli and Blue Cheese Salad stretches just a
smidgen of silky-and-satisfying mayonnaise with some low-fat
Greek yogurt, and the resulting salad is creamy, but not cloying.
Blue cheese brings a nice sophisticated hit of flavor, and there is
just enough to add complexity without being so overboard that
kids won't eat. Well, most anyway: One of my four kiddos deemed
this salad "too bluecheesy" for her palate, but I claim 75 percent
as a victory here. Because a little blue cheese goes a long way,
you get a lot of flavor for your cheese calorie, but feel free to swap
for a milder cheese like crumbled feta or even shredded sharp
cheddar.

The bulk of the salad, though, is brilliantly healthy raw vegeta-
bles: broccoli, thinly sliced cabbage and shredded carrots. Halved
grapes add the perfect touch of sweetness that takes the salad

almost to a slaw, and pairs perfectly with the tangy blue cheese,
and red onion. You can spend ten minutes breaking down your
own florets, chopping cabbage and grating carrots, or spend an
extra dollar to buy them prepped in the produce aisle. Either way,
the salad takes minutes to make, and it holds up well for a couple
of days in the fridge. Which means leftovers can be brownbagged
for lunch the next day no problem. And, you can feel great about
having a plethora of one of the most touted health foods out
there: simple raw broccoli.

CREAMY BROCCOLI AND
BLUE CHEESE SALAD

Servings: 6
Start to finish: 15 minutes
Salad:
4 cups small broccoli florets (raw)
1/2 small red onion, sliced thinly
1 cup shredded carrots
1 cup shredded red cabbage

1 cup red grapes, sliced in half
1/4 cup blue cheese crumbles
Dressing:
1/4 cup lowfat plain Greek yogurt
2 tablespoon light mayonnaise
2 tablespoons red wine vinegar

1 small garlic clove, finely minced or pressed, or 1 teaspoon gran-
ulated garlic
1/4 teaspoon (or less or more) hot sauce
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper

Preparation 
Place all the salad ingredients into a large bowl. In a small

bowl, whisk together the dressing ingredients and taste for sea-
soning. Pour the dressing onto the salad and toss. Best if chilled
for an hour before serving to allow flavors to marry.

Nutrition information per serving: 
93 calories; 32 calories from fat; 4 g fat (2 g saturated; 0 g trans

fats); 8 mg cholesterol; 335 mg sodium; 13 g carbohydrate; 3 g
fiber; 7 g sugar; 5 g protein.

Got a creamy salad itch? Try
one with broccoli, blue cheese
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By Sara Moulton 

You'd think quiche would be a summer picnic staple. In
practice, the beloved cheese pies are too darn messy.
Cutting one into slices while you're sitting in the wild or

at the beach can be tricky. And if you figure, "Aha! I'll slice it up
ahead of time," you discover there's no easy way to transport
the individual wedges. Finally, however you transport your
quiche to the picnic, it's gotta be served with a knife and fork.
No way. Picnics are all about finger food.

This recipe for Picnic Size Southwestern Zucchini Quiches
provides a snazzy solution to the problem - individual cup-
cake-sized pies, each one neatly ensconced in its own liner.
And making them is a snap because I've swapped out the typi-
cal labor-intensive pastry pie crust for a crumb crust made
with butter-moistened Triscuit crackers. (In fact, any kind of
cracker will do. So will bread crumbs.) It's sort of like a savory
version of a graham cracker crust.

The filling consists of eggs, cottage cheese, Monterey Jack
cheese, shredded sauteed zucchini and canned chiles. You're
welcome to replace the Monterey Jack with a different
cheese and the zucchini with a different cooked vegetable.
Just be sure to keep the amounts the same. This filling is
poured on top of the crumb crust and baked in muffin tins.
Transporting the finished quiches to the picnic is a cinch -
they ride in the tins.

And these little guys hold their shape beautifully. You just
pick up one, peel back the paper and eat it as you would a
cupcake. (I recommend using cupcake liners made of brown
parchment paper, if you can find them.) And they're versatile,
too - delicious right out of the oven, at room temperature, or
even cold.

PICNIC SIZE
SOUTHWESTERN

ZUCCHINI QUICHES
Ingredients 

Start to finish: 1 hour, 15 minutes
Servings: 6

22 whole Triscuit crackers ground fine in a food processor
(about 1 cup) or 1 cup finely ground cracker crumbs of your
choice or dried bread crumbs

4 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted, divided
1 medium zucchini (about 6 ounces)
1/2 cup finely chopped onion
1/4 cup unbleached all-purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon baking powder
3 large eggs
6 ounces coarsely grated Monterey Jack cheese (about 2

1/2 cups)
1 cup whole milk cottage cheese
One 4 1/2-ounce can chopped green chiles
Bottled salsa as an accompaniment

Preparation 
Preheat oven to 375 F. In a medium bowl combine the

crumbs with 3 tablespoons of the butter; toss well. Press the
crumb mixture into the bottom and slightly up the sides of
twelve 1/3 cup muffin tins lined with parchment or cupcake

holders. Bake the crusts in the middle of the preheated oven
until they turn a slight shade darker, about 7 minutes.
Remove from the oven, set aside, and reduce the oven tem-
perature to 350 F.

While the crusts are baking, grate the zucchini, preferably
using the grating attachment of a food processor. Toss the
zucchini with 1/2 teaspoon salt; let drain in a colander for 15
minutes. Working with small handfuls, squeeze the zucchini
well to remove the excess water.

In a skillet heat the remaining tablespoon butter over medi-
um-high heat, add the onion, reduce the heat to medium-low
and cook the onion, stirring occasionally, until golden, about 8
minutes. Add the zucchini and saute over medium-high heat,
stirring, for 2 minutes.

In a small bowl stir together flour, baking powder and 1/4
teaspoon salt. In a large bowl whisk the eggs well. Add the
flour mixture and cheeses; stir until combined. Stir in the zuc-
chini mixture and chiles; divide the mixture among the muffin
tins. Bake the quiches in the middle of the oven until the tops
are puffed and golden brown and a tester comes out clean,
about 25 minutes.

Eat right away (if not taking to a picnic), or let cool and then
chill, covered with plastic wrap, leaving the quiches in the
muffin tin. To serve: Carry the quiches to the picnic in the muf-
fin tin and serve, topping each quiche with a spoonful of salsa.

Nutrition information per serving: 
340 calories; 190 calories from fat; 21 g fat (11 g saturated; 0

g trans fats); 156 mg cholesterol; 593 mg sodium; 22 g carbo-
hydrate; 2 g fiber; 3 g sugar; 17 g protein.

Picnic Size Southwestern Zucchini

Quiches are a snap to make
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Feeling faraway 
under dramatic 
Gansu skies
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Aslender region along the old Silk Road, Gansu is a place
to see the end of the Great Wall, to learn how Buddhism
spread serenely across Asia and to walk in Marco Polo’s

footsteps across immense landscapes. The good news for trav-
ellers is that Gansu has seen quick development in recent
years: New high-speed train lines, upgrades to tourist sites and
a general easing of what was once a very dusty journey
indeed. All of these improvements but a relative lack of visi-
tors, at least for now, make this the time to experience the
province’s vastness all to yourself.

Soaring dunes and otherworldly landscapes
Gansu’s arid landscape builds from the flat, sandy Gobi

Desert lowlands to a 5500m apex in the Qilian Mountains in
the south part of the province. Its elongated mid-section
(Gansu is often likened to the shape of a gourd by the
Chinese) is a narrow valley fronted on both sides by dry hills.

This, the Hexi Corridor, was the final tubular realm through
which banished souls of bygone ages traversed before exit-
ing the Chinese empire for good. Along the way, the Yellow
River and her friends dig ravines. Summer monsoon showers
carve peculiar shapes into baked-dry hills built from the
colours of autumn.

The list of Gansu’s must-see landscapes reads like a poem:
Elegant Mercury-Red Park, Vast Connecting Mountains, Red
Cloud Landform. Follow the Yellow River to a dam near
Linxia and you will find small, sharp grey hills pricking the sky
above a still, green reservoir, overseen by the grand Buddha
at Bingling Si. In Dunhuang, clamber up Singing Sands Dune,
where the particles croon in western winds, to an ocean of
sand mountains - the Taklamakan Desert stretches out from
here to the back of beyond. To get down again, a stable of
sand-sleds await those who don’t mind getting grains in
every orifice.

No people. No sounds of any
kind, really, except the unseen
wind whipping against a 
lonesome rock formation some
distance away. It’s hard to say
how far. The sun glints through
a bright blue dome, giving 
everything in your peripheral
vision a hazy, washed out effect.
Standing in the middle of the
desert in one of China’s most
remote provinces, you feel
dreamily far away from 
everything. Gansu is one of
China’s least populous
provinces, and though it’s fair to
say that its capital, Lanzhou - a
city of 3.6 million - is more than
busy, the reason to come here 
is to feel removed.

Sunset strata at Danxia
National Geopark

Window to the
Gobi atop Dundun

Hill at Sun Pass
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Just west of Zhangye, picture-snapping
dreams come true in multi-coloured clay hills
that have been called the ‘rainbow rocks’.
Orange, red, yellow and blue mix into fiery
strata like sunsets, bluff upon bluff. Over the
last several years, new infrastructure has been
installed - wooden walkways, buses and rail-
ings - which facilitate visitors and protect this
delicate geology. Arrive early to see the vistas
in thin dawn light, and bring a jacket in case
of the odd snow, even in late spring.

And then there are the bizarre rock forma-
tions of Yadan National Park, nearly 200km
across a flat layer of dust from Dunhuang.
Then, suddenly, a mirage-like fleet of odd
brown shapes rises: These eerie eroded rocks
backdropped the dramatic end of Zhang
Yimou’s cinematic masterpiece, Hero. To get
here, you must pass the literal end of the Great
Wall at the Jade Gate Pass: An adobe relic dat-
ing to the Han-dynasty (202BC-220AD).

Food paradise in the noodle capital
Lanzhou’s hand-pulled noodles are famous

all over China - from Beijing to the tiny towns
of Zhejiang province, you’ll find at least one
family-run restaurant selling their own version
of this speciality. The clue is in the name:
dough is rolled and prodded by skilled noodle
masters, then rolled again, cut and stretched
by dancing hands into spaghetti-like strands
most typically served in steaming beef broth
with chilli and herbs. It’s not hard to find a
place to sample these noodles - small restau-
rants on almost every street corner in Gansu
will sell you a freshly pulled bowl for less than
your day’s bus fare, but in Lanzhou don’t miss
Mazilu Beef Noodles, which has been serving
up a perfected recipe since 1954.

Beyond brimming-over noodle bowls,
Lanzhou sizzles with food culture. Red-tented
markets take over narrow streets, where
pedestrians vie for space amongst hawker
stalls come nightfall. Under strings of bare
bulbs, street cooks grill up skewered meats
and charcoal-grilled vegetables, freshly fried
potato crisps, and more adventurous offer-
ings like whole sheep heads. And there are
plenty of big bottles of local Huanghe Beer to
wash it all down.

Grottoes and grand Buddhas
The most visible mark of Silk Road legacy

in Gansu is the string of grand Buddha statues
and grottoes that line the Hexi Corridor from
the Xinjiang border all the way down to Xi’an.
Along with silk, Buddhism was the major and
lasting commodity traded down this route.
Ancient travellers brought texts and ideolo-
gies with them from India, establishing
monasteries along the pathways over the
Himalaya. The further east they moved, the
more that Indian traditions mixed with local
Chinese folk religions, resulting in a wonder-
ful panoply of colourful deities at once famil-
iar and unique.

Not to be missed are the giant statues of
Sakyamuni at Bingling Si (which also has an
incredible collection of well-preserved grot-
toes and sees almost no visitors) and
Tiantishan (the Buddha’s zen countenance
here looks serenely out over a reservoir). Maiji
Shan will make your jaw drop with its giant
Buddha and pair of bodhisattvas carved into a
sheer red cliffside, where grottoes are con-
nected by vertiginous scaffolds. And at Mati

Si, rainbow strings of prayer flags thread
together head-bumpingly narrow grotto-cav-
erns up in the mountains.

The grandfather of Gansu’s Buddhist sites is
Mogao, a group of grottoes where the most
extensive set of texts was discovered in the
early 20th century, including the elusive
Diamond Sutra, the world’s earliest surviving,
dated printed book. Though many of the most
important relics were later sold or taken, a visit
allows a peek inside darkened caves, where
breath is stolen by illuminations of swirling
azure beings painted in the brightest Central
Asian lapis lazuli - a glowing testament to just
how far goods travelled on the Silk Road. And
it’s a good time to go: in 2015, the site received
a huge upgrade, with a new visitor’s centre and
infrastructure easing access to the delicate
caves. In the south part of Gansu, Labrang
Monastery is the largest Tibetan Buddhist
monastery outside of the Tibet Autonomous
Region, where travellers can join pilgrims mak-
ing their prostrations while walking the kora
circuit and spinning wooden prayer wheels.
The high-altitude village of Langmusi on the

Sichuan border offers a glimpse of true Tibetan
life in chilled-out cafes and temples.

Epic desert train rides
Getting around Gansu was once a more

harrowing adventure, and while there are
many bumpy buses still to be found in this
part of China if you want them, new high-
speed rail links and upgraded services mean
you can get around in more comfort, or on a
shorter itinerary. Watching the setting pink
rays change into a cast of twinkling stars over
the Gobi through the window of a trundling
train is surely the most enchanting way to
take in Gansu’s cinematic scenery.

Three weeks will offer completest travellers
the time to see everything, but with even ten
days you can hit the highlights. Start your jour-
ney flying into Lanzhou, where a brand new
metro system will ease the city’s clogged traf-
fic by the end of 2017. A brief bus or train east
takes you to Tianshui to see the vertical grot-
toes at Maiji Shan, and then south to Bingling
Si’s reservoir-side giant Sakyamuni, and
onwards to Xiahe and Langmusi for several
days of Tibetan pilgrimage.

Circling back to Lanzhou, the Y667 is a
sleeper train designed for tourists that crosses
the province, offering everything from comfy
seats to deluxe ensuite sleeper compartments
with two beds. You drift off as the desert rolls
by and wake up in Dunhuang. Plan several
days here to take in the relaxed vibe, go sand-
sledding on Singing Sands Dune, gaze in on
the grotto treasures at Mogao and get out into
the vast nothingness of Yadan National Park.

Then utilise the high-speed rail line to
reverse your course eastwards back to
Lanzhou, making overnight or multi-day
stops along the way in Jiayuguan (for its
famous fortress), Zhangye (for the rainbow
rocks at Danxia National Geopark) and Wuwei
(to gaze up at one of the most remote giant
Buddhas in China). Fast trains mean you only
need a couple of hours transit time to reach
your next destination, making the way zippy
and comfortable, and allowing plenty of time
for sightseeing, noodle-slurping and contem-
plating the vastness of the universe as you go.  

— (www.lonelyplanet.com) 

Tibetan pilgrims
walk the inner kora

path at Labrang
Monastery in Xiahe

Gansu’s epic
scenery, best
viewed through a
train window .
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Saudi Arabia 00966
Scotland (UK) 0044
Senegal 00221
Seychelles 00284
Sierra Leone 00232
Singapore 0065
Slovakia 00421
Slovenia 00386
Solomon Islands 00677
Somalia 00252
South Africa 0027
South Korea 0082
Spain 0034
Sri Lanka 0094
Sudan 00249
Suriname 00597
Swaziland 00268
Sweden 0046
Switzerland 0041
Syria 00963
Taiwan 00886
Tanzania 00255
Thailand 0066
Toga 00228
Tonga 00676
Tokelau 00690
Trinidad 001868
Tunisia 00216
Turkey 0090
Tuvalu 00688
Uganda 00256
Ukraine 00380
United Arab Emirates00976

You have a quick-thinking mind that is beneficial for inves-
tigative work. You are able to sway others to your way of thinking.
Establishing a balance in your life just now can be quite stressful. You
have personal needs and the responsibilities you have incurred over the
years may be taking up most of your spare time. You agreed to these
responsibilities but it may now be time to reassess and renegotiate. With
your organization skills, you could lay out a plan that will help you create
a new balance in your life. This new development may not be progressing
as badly as you think. You might feel cut off from your friends until a bal-
ance has been adopted. There are emotional beginnings, a fresh start,
perhaps a new hobby.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

You could set a good example today for others, as you
attend a conference, public or office meeting or important council meet-
ing. You walk and carry yourself with pride and show respect for others,
no matter what differences or difficulties you might find. You could teach
problem-solving techniques as well. There are two questions now. What
do you do for yourself do you do the same wonderful things for yourself
that you do for others you deserve to be treated well and to put yourself
on some sort of reward schedule, just like dieters. After a few weeks of
hard work, they reward themselves with some fun creative outlet, per-
haps some festivity with a friend. After a busy day the celebrations
tonight should be totally embraced. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Channel your energies into your work-there is plenty of energy available
for accomplishing whatever you set out to do today. Others may chal-
lenge some of your ideas and it would be a good time to discuss different
aspects of your ideas so as to fine-tune results. Through all of this you
maintain a harmony between your dynamic self and your personal side,
giving you unusual vigor and self-control. Activities with friends this after-
noon may include some group sports. You would be a tough opponent
to beat. This evening you may decide to throw yourself into some cre-
ative project-it is also a great time to complete any unfinished projects
for a family member. New outlets for success should appear through
something you may be reading tonight.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You like a conventional career. The well-trodden path is
where one can find you. You may go out of your way to conform and
avoid the new, novel and unconventional with great vigor. Although you
may fight for your place in line, your attitude is positive and upbeat. Your
money and career take precedence. You can take orders, be a good team-
mate and work with others, but you are basically an independent worker.
Your hard work is paying off as your name and reputation is being
exchanged by those in position to make a positive difference for you. You
may find that someone close to you understands and is supportive. A
friend or relative may come to visit this evening. Absorb yourself into new
subjects.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

You love to communicate and will pursue a variety of con-
versations today. The mental world appeals to you and you are very dis-
criminating, but appreciative, when it comes to concepts, ideas and
thoughts, etc. You value good research and real inquiry. In-depth discus-
sions and probing conversations find you at your mental best. Your ana-
lytical abilities are strong and people come to you for a final word, so to
speak. It would not be too surprising for you to have positive results from
your input in the workplace. You have favorable energies that will bring
pleasant surprises. You can do more than you give yourself credit for and
you may find your limitations narrowing-mentally and physically. Your
family is supportive of your activities.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Things are happening in your career that will become quite
positive . . . A path will open up and present some good opportunities for
you. This may mean a total change or a simple raise. It is where you look
and what you want that matters at this time and it would be advisable to
give your future goals a lot of thought; these goals are yours for the tak-
ing. You are able to use good sense and make all the right moves to
secure your future. This is a time to get ahead. Your home environment,
friends and surroundings become simplified and will receive encourage-
ment. Lovers, children and other people or things dear to your heart are
emphasized at this period in your life. You are appreciated for your hard
work-at work and at home.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

There is confidence now to succeed at any project you
attempt. There could be a sudden loss in business but this is no fault of
your own. Oddly enough this is a time in which you may increase finances
through some unexpected avenue. You should not, however, let finances
completely dominate your concerns just now. Examine all aspects of your
business dealings, as discovering the results could lead to success. You
will influence and inspire others through your actions. You understand
others and you know what you want in life. Wisdom influences your deci-
sions. You must realize that friends and relatives rely on you as much as
you depend on them. Mental stimulation from others is the key for you
right now. Consider a new hairstyle soon.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Circumstances may appear to bring some very sensitive
issues to your attention. Changes you want to make or are making may
be challenged by someone close to you or by events. This could heat up
and be an explosive time. To avoid emotional explosions, look upon this
day as an opportunity to view your ideas from different perspectives.
Perhaps the timing is not right-you may not want to push as hard. Given a
few days, you may decide to have an honest talk with those that disagree
with your ideas and ask for suggestions on paper for alternative ideas.
Your mind and thoughts gravitate to what is lasting, true or of the
essence. Your ideas are always to the point and candid, never florid or
superficial. Patience; others need time to think.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

A co-worker confides in you this morning. You seem to be
able to calm others and pass on some of your philosophy to those who
may have lost their way. You are expressive and sociable at this time. You
should enjoy great success and attention through your profession. You
have a reward coming soon for your hard work. You certainly have gained
the respect of your peers. If you need support or a helping hand, now is
the time. You are in touch and in harmony with others; the lines of com-
munication are open. You are serious about taking care of yourself and
may enjoy a bit of research regarding different types of diets. Merge a
simple exercise program by walking or bicycling. This will also help to
boost your immune system.

Fortunately, this day is not as challenging as others this
week. However, because you are mentally in high gear most of the time, a
slack or slowdown in work can result in negative thinking. Use extra time
successfully by finding creative and positive things to do for others. You
do not shy away from difficulties and you find a great deal of pleasure
from having varied things to do. This should be a pleasurable day. Your
emotions and mind are in perfect harmony as you engage in stimulating
conversations and make a productive contribution today. A friend may
offer to help you with a domestic do-it-yourself project this evening. You
could feel loving to those around you and you are appreciative of your
own life and self, in general.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

You could be teaching or in class today, particularly regard-
ing a new project or style of working. The day is charged with lots of ener-
gy and new beginnings. You may lack the staying power to see projects
completed but stretch and encourage others in your team or group to do
the same. In a group effort you might suggest rotating jobs to bring
about a balance and lessen the chance of boredom. You are able to influ-
ence others in subtle ways. You are fun to work with, whether you are at
home or work, because of your insight and ideas. If you are looking for a
job, a past interview will come to your attention with positive results. You
can help a friend if your friend is looking for a job. If you are looking for an
increase in income, get ready!

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

This is a very good day for job-related events. You may
shine in your particular job or find that a promotion is within reach. You
could represent or speak for your company or communicate about your
skills. You need a place to think and dream without interruptions this
afternoon. Perhaps a short trip or walk at the noon break will enhance
your focus. If weather permits-outside activity at noon will bring your
energies into perspective-you will be able to return to your work with
renewed enthusiasm. You are willing to take risks and can rise to most
challenges. You will meet an interesting person this afternoon, perhaps a
new co-worker or neighbor. Discovery of a new talent may be the topic of
discussion this evening.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

COUNTRY CODES
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CODE OF SILENCE ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

00:30 Science Of The Movies
01:20 Secret Space Escapes
02:10 How The Universe Works
03:00 Kids Do The Craziest Things
03:25 Kids Do The Craziest Things
03:50 Ultimate Survival
04:40 How Itʼs Made
05:05 How Itʼs Made
05:30 Storm Chasers
06:20 Mythbusters
07:00 Adventure 8: Zoo Games
07:25 Kids vs Film
07:50 Bad Dog
08:40 How Itʼs Made
09:05 How Itʼs Made
09:30 Science Of The Movies
10:20 Mythbusters
11:10 Bad Dog
12:00 Ultimate Survival
12:50 How Itʼs Made
13:15 How Itʼs Made
13:40 Storm Chasers
14:30 Adventure 8: Zoo Games
14:55 Kids vs Film
15:20 Bad Dog
16:10 Science Of The Movies
17:00 Troy
17:50 Donʼt Blink
18:15 Donʼt Blink
18:40 Kids Do The Craziest Things
19:05 Kids Do The Craziest Things
19:30 How Itʼs Made
19:55 How Itʼs Made
20:20 Mythbusters
21:10 Troy
22:00 Donʼt Blink
22:25 Donʼt Blink
22:50 Kids Do The Craziest Things

00:05 Mariahʼs World
00:55 Mariahʼs World
01:50 E! News
02:50 Celebrity Style Story
03:20 Celebrity Style Story
03:50 WAGs
04:40 WAGs
05:30 Celebrity Style Story
06:00 Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry
06:55 E! News
07:10 Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry
08:10 E! News: Daily Pop
09:10 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
10:05 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
11:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
12:00 E! News
12:15 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
13:10 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
14:05 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
15:00 E! News
15:15 E! News: Daily Pop
16:10 Botched
17:05 Botched
18:00 Second Wives Club
19:00 E! News
20:00 Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry
21:00 Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry
22:00 Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry
23:00 E! News
23:15 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians

00:20 Street Outlaws
01:10 What On Earth?
02:00 Salvage Hunters
02:50 Todd Sampsonʼs Body Hack
03:40 Diesel Brothers
04:30 Storage Hunters UK
05:00 How Do They Do It?
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Abandoned Engineering
06:50 You Have Been Warned
07:40 Gold Divers
08:30 What On Earth?
09:20 Rebel Gold
10:10 Todd Sampsonʼs Body Hack
11:00 Marooned With Ed Stafford
11:50 Sharks vs Dolphins: Face Off
12:40 Supertruckers
13:30 Fast Nʼ Loud
14:20 Diesel Brothers
15:10 Fast Nʼ Loud: Demolition
Theatre
16:00 Diesel Brothers
16:50 Diesel Brothers
17:40 Diesel Brothers
21:00 Fast Nʼ Loud
21:50 Diesel Brothers
22:40 Fast Nʼ Loud: Demolition
Theatre
23:30 Supertruckers

00:00 Binny And The Ghost
00:25 Hank Zipzer
00:45 The Hive
00:50 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
01:40 Hank Zipzer
02:05 Binny And The Ghost
02:55 Hank Zipzer
03:15 The Hive
03:20 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
04:10 Hank Zipzer
04:35 Binny And The Ghost
05:25 Hank Zipzer
05:45 The Hive
05:50 The 7D
06:00 Jessie
06:25 Jessie
06:50 Tsum Tsum Shorts
06:55 The Zhuzhus
07:20 Elena Of Avalor
07:45 Bunkʼd
08:10 Stuck In The Middle
08:35 Bizaardvark
09:00 Austin & Ally
09:50 Good Luck Charlie
10:40 Dog With A Blog
11:30 Gravity Falls
11:55 Disney Mickey Mouse
12:00 Welcome To The Ronks
12:15 The Zhuzhus
12:40 Hank Zipzer
13:05 Star Darlings
13:10 Good Luck Charlie
13:35 Austin & Ally
14:00 Jessie
14:25 Hank Zipzer

14:50 Sunny Bunnies
14:55 The Zhuzhus
15:45 Elena Of Avalor
16:10 Liv And Maddie
16:35 High School Musical 3: Senior
Year
18:25 Alex & Co.
18:50 Best Friends Whenever
19:15 Tsum Tsum Shorts
19:20 Liv And Maddie
19:45 Hank Zipzer
20:10 Jessie
20:35 Cracke
20:40 Disney The Lodge
21:05 Bizaardvark
21:30 Thatʼs So Raven

00:00 Henry Hugglemonster
00:15 Calimero
00:30 Art Attack
00:55 Zou
01:05 Loopdidoo
01:20 Henry Hugglemonster
01:35 Calimero
01:50 Zou
02:05 Art Attack
02:30 The Hive
02:40 Loopdidoo
02:55 Henry Hugglemonster
03:10 Art Attack
03:35 Loopdidoo
03:50 Calimero
04:05 Art Attack
04:30 Henry Hugglemonster
04:45 Zou
05:00 Art Attack
05:30 Henry Hugglemonster
05:45 Loopdidoo
06:00 Zou

06:15 Calimero
06:30 Loopdidoo
06:45 Henry Hugglemonster
07:00 My Friends Tigger & Pooh
07:25 Sofia The First
07:50 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
08:15 PJ Masks
08:35 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
09:05 Goldie & Bear
09:35 The Lion Guard
10:05 Sofia The First
10:35 Doc McStuffins
11:05 My Friends Tigger & Pooh
11:35 Sheriff Callieʼs Wild West
12:05 Gummi Bears
12:35 Miles From Tomorrow
13:05 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
13:35 PJ Masks
14:00 My Friends Tigger & Pooh
14:30 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
15:00 Sofia The First
15:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
15:55 Sofia The First
16:20 My Friends Tigger & Pooh
16:50 The Adventures Of The Disney
Fairies
17:15 Sofia The First
17:40 Doc McStuffins
18:05 PJ Masks
18:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
19:05 The Lion Guard
19:35 The Lion Guard
20:05 Goldie & Bear
20:35 My Friends Tigger & Pooh
21:00 Gummi Bears
21:25 The Adventures Of The Disney
Fairies
21:50 Minnieʼs Bow-Toons
22:00 Doc McStuffins

00:05 Mariahʼs World
01:50 E! News
02:50 Celebrity Style Story
03:50 WAGs
05:30 Celebrity Style Story
06:00 Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry
06:55 E! News
07:10 Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry
08:10 E! News: Daily Pop
09:10 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
15:00 E! News
15:15 E! News: Daily Pop
16:10 Botched
19:00 E! News
20:00 Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry
21:00 Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry
22:00 Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry
23:00 E! News
23:15 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians

00:10 Cash Trapped
01:00 Emmerdale
01:30 Coronation Street
02:30 Whoʼs Doing The Dishes?
03:25 Britainʼs Spending Secrets
04:20 5 Star Family Reunion
05:15 Coach Trip
05:45 Coach Trip
06:10 Cash Trapped
07:05 Whoʼs Doing The Dishes?
08:00 Britainʼs Spending Secrets
09:00 5 Star Family Reunion
10:00 Coach Trip
10:55 Cash Trapped
11:50 Whoʼs Doing The Dishes?
12:45 Emmerdale
13:45 Coronation Street
14:15 Cash Trapped
15:10 Whoʼs Doing The Dishes?
16:00 Paul OʼGradyʼs Animal

Orphans
16:55 Surprise Surprise
17:50 Coach Trip
18:45 Emmerdale
19:15 Emmerdale
19:45 Coronation Street
20:10 Whoʼs Doing The Dishes?
21:00 Paul OʼGradyʼs Animal
Orphans
21:55 Surprise Surprise

00:15 Access 360 World Heritage
01:10 Poh & Co.
01:40 Croatiaʼs Finest
02:05 Whatʼs For Sale?
03:00 Charlie Luxtonʼs Homes By
The Sea
03:55 Street Food Around The World
04:25 Tomʼs Istanbul Delight
04:50 Andy And Ben Eat Australia
05:45 Poh & Co.
06:15 George Clarkeʼs Amazing
Spaces
07:10 Croatiaʼs Finest
07:35 Whatʼs For Sale?
08:30 Charlie Luxtonʼs Homes By
The Sea
09:25 Street Food Around The World
09:55 Tomʼs Istanbul Delight
10:20 Andy And Ben Eat Australia
11:15 Poh & Co.
11:45 George Clarkeʼs Amazing
Spaces
12:40 Croatiaʼs Finest
13:05 Whatʼs For Sale?
14:00 Charlie Luxtonʼs Homes By
The Sea
14:55 Street Food Around The World
15:25 Tomʼs Istanbul Delight
15:50 Andy And Ben Eat Australia
16:45 Poh & Co.
17:15 George Clarkeʼs Amazing
Spaces
18:10 The Game Chef
18:35 Chocolate Covered
19:05 Street Food Around The World
19:30 Tomʼs Istanbul Delight
20:00 Andy And Ben Eat Australia
21:00 George Clarkeʼs Amazing
Spaces

00:10 Origins: The Journey Of
Humankind
01:00 Inside
02:00 Locked Up Abroad
03:00 Genius
04:00 Origins: The Journey Of
Humankind
05:00 Street Genius
05:30 Street Genius
06:00 Helicopter Wars
07:00 Scam City
08:00 Cesarʼs Recruit: Asia
08:30 Danger Decoded
09:00 Yukon Gold
10:00 Locked Up Abroad
11:00 Uncensored With Michael
Ware
12:00 Route Awakening

00:00 The First 48
01:00 The Jail: 60 Days In
02:00 Homicide Hunter
03:00 Cold Case Files
04:00 The First 48
05:00 The Jail: 60 Days In
06:00 My Crazy Ex
08:00 Evil Up Close
09:00 Nightmare In Suburbia
10:00 Homicide Hunter
11:00 Crimes That Shook Britain
12:00 Crimes That Shook Britain
13:00 My Crazy Ex
14:00 Evil Up Close
15:00 Homicide Hunter
16:00 Fritzl By Fred Dinenage
17:00 Crimes That Shook Britain
18:00 Crimes That Shook Britain
19:00 Evil Up Close
20:00 Nightmare In Suburbia
21:00 Homicide Hunter
22:00 Killer Kids
23:00 Deadly Wives

00:20 Pythonathon
01:10 My Bionic Pet
02:00 Top Cats
02:50 Animals Gone Wild
Compilations
03:45 Animal Fight Club
04:40 Ultimate Animal Countdown
05:35 Top Cats
06:30 Animals Gone Wild
Compilations
07:25 Animal Fight Club
08:20 Ultimate Animal Countdown
09:15 Python Hunters
10:10 Incredible Fangs
11:05 Last Of The Longnecks
12:00 Life On The Barrier Reef
12:55 Planet Carnivore: Perfect
Killers
13:50 Animals Gone Wild
Compilations
14:45 Animal Fight Club
15:40 Ultimate Animal Countdown
16:35 Python Hunters
17:30 Grit: Honey Badger Tough
18:25 Return Of The Spider Monkeys
19:20 Animal Fight Club
20:10 Ultimate Animal Countdown
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A NIGHT AT THE ROXBURY ON OSN MOVIES HD

01:00 Don Peyote
02:45 Babe: Pig In The City
04:30 Overboard
06:30 Take Care
08:15 Three Men And A Little Lady
10:00 Babe: Pig In The City
11:45 Overboard

02:00 Diggstown
04:00 Tracers
06:00 Metro
07:45 Beverly Hills Cop 3
09:45 Diggstown
11:30 Tracers
13:15 Code Of Silence
15:00 Beverly Hills Cop 3
16:45 The Call Up
18:30 Judge Dredd
20:15 Dracula Untold
22:00 The Dead Lands

00:45 Eat That Question - Frank
Zappa In His Own
02:30 Wuthering Heights
04:15 Reach Me
06:00 Love & Mercy
08:00 Quiz Show
10:15 Louder Than Words
12:00 Love & Mercy
14:00 Ronaldo
15:45 Believe
17:30 All The Wilderness
19:00 Mystic River
21:15 The Manchurian Candidate
23:30 The Informant

01:00 The Tale Of Despereaux
02:45 Garfield
04:15 Dixie And The Zombie
Rebellion
06:00 Pet Pals In Windland
07:30 Paws
09:00 Pirates Who Donʼt Do Anything
10:30 Ploddy Police Car On The
Case
12:00 The Tale Of Despereaux
13:45 Get Squirrely
15:15 Pirates Who Donʼt Do Anything
17:00 Gladiators Of Rome
18:45 Worms
20:15 Get Squirrely
21:45 Paws
23:30 Gladiators Of Rome

00:00 America: The Story Of The
U.S.
01:00 Mud Men
02:00 Americaʼs Book Of Secrets
02:50 Ancient Aliens: The Ultimate
Evidence
03:40 Million Dollar Genius
04:30 The Universe
05:20 America: The Story Of The
U.S.
06:10 The Universe
07:00 Mud Men
08:00 Americaʼs Book Of Secrets
09:00 Ancient Aliens: The Ultimate
Evidence
10:00 Million Dollar Genius
11:00 The Universe
12:00 America: The Story Of The
U.S.
13:00 Mud Men
14:00 Americaʼs Book Of Secrets

ALL THE WILDERNESS ON OSN MOVIES FESTIVAL HD

00:03 Max & Ruby
00:27 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
00:37 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
00:48 The Day Henry Met
00:52 The Day Henry Met
00:58 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
01:20 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
01:42 Zack & Quack
02:04 Team Umizoomi
02:26 Olive The Ostrich
02:31 Olive The Ostrich
02:37 Paw Patrol
02:59 Little Charmers
03:11 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
03:23 Dora The Explorer
03:45 Max & Ruby
04:08 Bubble Guppies
04:31 Shimmer And Shine
04:54 Dora And Friends
05:17 Zack & Quack
05:27 The Day Henry Met
05:32 The Day Henry Met
05:38 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
06:00 Rusty Rivets
06:13 Paw Patrol
06:36 Dora The Explorer
07:00 Zack & Quack
07:21 Dora And Friends: Into The
City!
07:44 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
08:07 Paw Patrol
08:30 Shimmer And Shine
08:53 Dora The Explorer
09:15 The Day Henry Met
09:22 Paw Patrol
09:45 Rusty Rivets
09:57 Bubble Guppies
10:20 Fresh Beat Band Of Spies
10:40 Zack & Quack
10:52 Team Umizoomi
11:15 Shimmer And Shine
11:38 Louie
11:45 Louie
11:53 Olive The Ostrich
11:58 Olive The Ostrich
12:03 Max & Ruby
12:26 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
12:36 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
12:47 The Day Henry Met
12:52 The Day Henry Met
12:57 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
13:19 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
13:41 Zack & Quack
14:03 Team Umizoomi
14:25 Olive The Ostrich
14:30 Olive The Ostrich
14:35 Paw Patrol
14:58 Little Charmers
15:10 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
15:22 Dora The Explorer
15:44 Max & Ruby
16:07 Bubble Guppies
16:31 Shimmer And Shine
16:54 Dora And Friends
17:17 Zack & Quack
17:29 The Day Henry Met
17:34 The Day Henry Met
17:38 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
18:00 Rusty Rivets
18:13 Paw Patrol
18:37 Dora The Explorer
19:00 Zack & Quack
19:21 Dora And Friends: Into The
City!
19:44 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
20:07 Paw Patrol
20:30 Shimmer And Shine
20:53 Dora The Explorer
21:15 The Day Henry Met
21:22 Paw Patrol
21:45 Rusty Rivets
21:57 Bubble Guppies
22:20 Fresh Beat Band Of Spies
22:40 Zack & Quack
22:52 Team Umizoomi
23:15 Shimmer And Shine
23:38 Louie

01:15 Max Keebleʼs Big Move
02:45 Because Of Winn Dixie
04:30 Home On The Range
06:00 Mary Poppins
08:15 Max Keebleʼs Big Move
09:45 Finding Nemo
11:45 Because Of Winn Dixie
13:45 Robots
15:30 The Wild
17:00 Pirates Of The Caribbean: At
Worldʼs End
19:45 Molly Moon And The Incredible
Book Of Hypnotism
21:30 Bark Ranger
23:00 The Wild

00:20 Iyanla: Fix My Life
01:10 90 Days To Wed
02:00 My Big Fat Fabulous Life
02:25 Say Yes To The Dress:
Bridesmaids
02:50 Love At First Swipe
03:15 Cake Boss
03:35 Iyanla: Fix My Life
04:20 Little People, Big World
04:45 Little People, Big World
05:10 Toddlers & Tiaras
06:00 Little People, Big World
06:25 Little People, Big World
06:50 Little People, Big World
07:15 Little People, Big World
07:40 Little People, Big World
08:05 Little People, Big World
08:30 Outdaughtered: Busby Quints
09:20 Sister Wives
10:10 Say Yes To The Dress: The Big
Day
11:00 Say Yes To The Dress: The Big
Day
11:50 Love At First Swipe
12:15 Love At First Swipe
12:40 Love At First Swipe
13:05 Love At First Swipe
13:30 Love At First Swipe
13:55 Oprah: Where Are They Now?
14:45 Iyanla: Fix My Life
15:35 Cake Boss
16:00 Cake Boss
16:25 Cake Boss
16:50 Cake Boss
17:15 Cake Boss
17:40 Save My Style
18:05 Save My Style
18:30 Little Miss Atlanta
19:20 Outdaughtered: Busby Quints
20:10 Sister Wives
21:00 Outdaughtered: Busby Quints
21:50 Sister Wives
22:40 Too Ugly For Love?
23:30 Return To Amish

15:00 Ancient Aliens: The Ultimate
Evidence
16:00 Million Dollar Genius
17:00 The Universe
18:00 America: The Story Of The
U.S.

12:30 Route Awakening
13:00 Helicopter Wars
14:00 Cesarʼs Recruit: Asia
15:00 Scam City
16:00 Locked Up Abroad
17:00 Uncensored With Michael
Ware
18:00 Underworld, Inc.
19:00 Scam City
20:00 Locked Up Abroad
20:50 Uncensored With Michael
Ware
21:40 Underworld, Inc.

00:30 How Do They Do It?
00:55 Food Factory
01:20 Street Science
01:45 Street Science
02:10 Race To Escape
03:00 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
03:48 Mythbusters
04:36 How Do They Do It?
05:00 Food Factory
05:24 Street Science
05:48 Street Science
06:12 Race To Escape
07:00 How Do They Do It?

00:20 Lost Worlds
01:10 Billion Dollar Wreck
02:00 Gold Hunters: Legend Of The
Superstition...
02:50 Storage Wars
03:15 American Pickers
04:05 Pawn Stars
05:00 Mountain Men
06:00 Lost Worlds
06:50 Time Team
07:40 Pirate Treasure Of The Knights
Templar
08:30 Ax Men
09:20 Ice Road Truckers
10:10 Swamp People
11:00 Leepu And Pitbull
11:50 Big Easy Motors
12:40 American Restoration
13:30 Hunting Hitler
15:10 Ronnie OʼSullivanʼs American
Hustle
16:00 Swamp People
19:20 Lost In Transmission
20:10 Ice Road Truckers
21:00 American Pickers
21:50 Ozzy & Jackʼs World Detour
22:40 Forged In Fire

07:26 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
08:14 Mythbusters
09:02 Race To Escape
09:50 How Do They Do It?
10:14 Food Factory
10:38 Street Science
11:02 Street Science
11:26 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
12:14 Mythbusters
13:02 How Do They Do It?
13:26 Food Factory
13:50 Race To Escape
14:38 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
15:26 Street Science

13:45 Take Care
15:30 Mr. Deeds
17:15 With This Ring
18:45 Ride
20:30 Hector And The Search For
Happiness
22:30 The Overnight

00:00 Rev Runʼs Sunday Suppers
01:00 Dinner At Tiffaniʼs
02:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
03:00 Man Fire Food
04:00 Chopped
05:00 Guyʼs Grocery Games
06:00 Barefoot Contessa: Back To
Basics
07:00 The Kitchen
08:00 The Pioneer Woman
09:00 Sibaʼs Table
10:00 Anna Olson: Bake
11:00 The Kitchen
12:00 The Pioneer Woman
13:00 Sibaʼs Table
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
15:00 Chopped
16:00 The Kitchen
17:00 Anna Olson: Bake
18:00 Chopped
19:00 Iron Chef America
20:00 Jenny Morris Cooks Morocco
21:00 Reza Spice Prince Of Vietnam
22:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives

00:15 A Night At The Roxbury
02:00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
03:45 Air Force One
06:00 War Horse
08:30 Casino Royale
11:00 Steve Jobs
13:15 Last Knights
15:15 Invictus
17:30 Quantum Of Solace
19:30 Hustle And Flow
21:30 Unstoppable
23:15 Black Snake Moan
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ACROSS
1. A doctor's degree in dental surgery.
4. A strong metal bar bearing a hook to attach something to be pulled.
11. Any of various aromatic resinous substances used for healing and
soothing.
15. An informal debt instrument.
16. A town in east central Missouri.
17. On or toward the lee.
18. A detailed description of design criteria for a piece of work.
20. A member of the North American Indian people living in southern
Arizona and northern Mexico.
21. A retail merchant who sells foodstuffs (and some household supplies).
23. A unit of weight for precious stones = 200 mg.
25. An organization of countries formed in 1961 to agree on a common
policy for the sale of petroleum.
27. Lower in esteem.
28. Not in accordance with the fact or reality or actuality.
29. An official prosecutor for a judicial district.
30. An Indian side dish of yogurt and chopped cucumbers and spices.
33. An inactive volcano in Sicily.
36. A person who evokes boredom.
40. A member of the Siouan people formerly inhabiting the Black Hills of
western South Dakota.
42. Large sweet juicy hybrid between tangerine and grapefruit having a
thick wrinkled skin.
43. The month following February and preceding April.
44. (statistics) Approximating the statistical norm or average or expected
value.
45. The syllable naming the fourth (subdominant) note of the diatonic
scale in solmization.
47. The act of slowing down or falling behind.
49. An anticipated outcome that is intended or that guides your planned
actions.
51. A member of the Circassian people living east of the Black Sea.
53. (Old Testament) The first of the major Hebrew prophets (8th century
BC).
55. Lessen or to try to lessen the seriousness or extent of.
57. A metric unit of length equal to one hundredth of a meter.
58. A master's degree in business.
60. The blood group whose red cells carry both the A and B antigens.
63. A Powhatan Indian woman (the daughter of Powhatan) who befriend-
ed the English at Jamestown and is said to have saved Captain John

CROSSWORD 1612
Smith's life (1595-1617).
68. A fraudulent business scheme.
70. (Assyrian) Chief god of the Assyrians.
72. A submachine gun operated by gas pressure.
73. Thigh of a hog (usually smoked).
77. A religious belief of African origin involving witchcraft and sorcery.
78. A white linen liturgical vestment with sleeves.
79. Undergo ulceration.
80. A member of a Mayan people of southwestern Guatemala.
81. A master's degree in fine arts.
82. Type genus of the Plataleidae.
83. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from aba cloth.

DOWN
1. Sound recording consisting of a disc with continuous grooves.
2. Amino acid that is formed in the liver and converted into dopamine in
the brain.
3. A man who courts a woman.
4. An honorary degree in science.
5. Informal abbreviation of `representative'.
6. A farewell remark.
7. American plant having spikes of blue flowers and growing in shallow
water of streams and ponds.
8. (Scottish) Bluish-black or gray-blue.
9. The branch of computer science that deal with writing computer pro-
grams that can solve problems creatively.
10. A small piece of cloth.
11. African tree having an exceedingly thick trunk and fruit that resem-
bles a gourd and has an edible pulp called monkey bread.
12. Type genus of the Alcidae comprising solely the razorbill.
13. The sediment from fermentation of an alcoholic beverage.
14. Being nothing more than specified.
19. A woman's dress style that imitates the caftan cloaks worn by men in
the Near East.
22. A unit of absorbed ionizing radiation equal to 100 ergs per gram of
irradiated material.
24. An official language of the Republic of South Africa.
26. Music composed for dancing the conga.
31. Discrimination against middle-aged and elderly people.
32. Tropical American tree grown in southern United States having a
whitish pink-tinged fruit.
34. Eurasian perennial bulbous herbs.
35. Of or relating to alga.
37. A member of the Siouan people formerly living in the Missouri river
valley in NE Nebraska.
38. The capital of Morocco.
39. Remove from memory or existence.
41. Of or relating to or characteristic of Afghanistan or its people.
46. A soft yellow malleable ductile (trivalent and univalent) metallic ele-
ment.
48. A vehicle resembling a bicycle but having skis instead of wheels.
50. (Babylonian) God of wisdom and agriculture and patron of scribes and
schools.
52. Cry plaintively.
54. (Islam) The man who leads prayers in a mosque.
56. The supreme commander of a fleet.
59. A container that is usually woven and has handles.
61. A Bantu language spoken by the Kamba people in Kenya.
62. The capital and largest city of Bangladesh.
64. A sharp narrow ridge found in rugged mountains.
65. Any property detected by the olfactory system.
66. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a skewer usually with veg-
etables.
67. (Jungian psychology) The inner self (not the external persona) that is
in touch with the unconscious.
69. Young of domestic cattle.
71. Queen of the Olympian gods in ancient Greek mythology.
74. Young of any of various canines such as a dog or wolf.
75. Not in good physical or mental health.
76. A unit of length of thread or yarn.

Yesterday’s SolutionYesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

Word Search Puzzles

Daily SuDoku
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BERLIN: The world risks a return to the pre-
penicillin era if leading nations do not
cooperate to combat the threat from
antibiotic-resistant bugs and means are not
found to finance research into new, more
effective medicine, Germany’s health minis-
ter said. Speaking ahead of today’s first
meeting of health ministers from the Group
of 20 leading developed and developing
economies, Hermann Groehe said more
collaboration was needed to minimize the
risk posed by possible pandemics.

“There must be no return to the pre-
penicillin era,” he told Reuters in an inter-
view authorized for publication yesterday.
“It would be a dramatic development if
such an important weapon against danger-
ous pathogens were taken from us ... (It
would mean) that we could lose a weapon
against even minor infectious diseases,”
Groehe said.

Antibiotics such as penicillin are among
the greatest medical advances of human
history, rendering curable countless bacter-
ial infections that had always previously
amounted to a death sentence. But
decades of over-prescription, for example
to speed growth in animal husbandry or to
treat human illnesses for which antibiotics
have no effect, have led to the evolution of
resistant strains of many bacteria.

A European Union report last year found
that newly resistant strains of bacteria were
responsible for more than 25,000 deaths a
year in the 28-nation EU alone. Groehe said
ways to foster research could include
patent terms to reward pharmaceuticals
companies that developed new antibiotics
and also various forms of public-private

partnership in which companies would be
paid a premium for new antibiotics.

The mere fact of having the discussion
would help raise public awareness of the
challenge, he added. “We need more edu-
cation in all health professions, looking at
the use of antibiotics and enlightened
patients who don’t nag the doctor to pre-

scribe them antibiotics even in cases where
they wouldn’t even help,” he said.

Groehe also wanted to see the G-20
countries playing a leadership role in their
respective regions, with the promise of
help in combating epidemics serving to
encourage more openness about health
crises. “It’s important that countries facing a

cross-border health threat request help
quickly, and that time isn’t lost out of fear
that travel contacts will be cut off,” he said.

Among the options he favored was a
World Bank-proposed model of insurance
that countries facing an epidemic could
draw on. The G20 health ministers meet in
Berlin on May 19-20.—Reuters

G20 ministers seek to avert return to ‘pre-penicillin era’

This NASA photo released May 17, 2017 shows a fjord in southern Greenland, during Operation IceBridge’s last flight of the 2017
Arctic campaign. This final full science flight, ICESat-2 South, was designed along the ground tracks of NASA’s upcoming Ice,
Cloud, and land Elevation Satellite-2 (ICESat-2), to fill in a gap in altimetry coverage of central southern Greenland.— AFP

Experts fear that antibiotics being over-subscribed



I n f o r m a t i o n
FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2017

SHARQIA-1
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       12:00 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       2:30 PM
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                5:00 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       7:15 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       9:45 PM
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                12:15 AM

SHARQIA-2
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    12:15 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    2:45 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    5:15 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    7:45 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    10:15 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    12:45 AM

SHARQIA-3
EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING                                                                                   12:45 PM
EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING                                                                                   3:00 PM
EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING                                                                                   5:00 PM
MAMNO’O MIN AL EKTIRAB AW ALTASWEER                                             7:15 PM
MAMNO’O MIN AL EKTIRAB AW ALTASWEER                                             9:30 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    11:45 PM

MUHALAB-1
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       11:30 AM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       2:15 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       4:45 PM
HALF GIRLFRIEND -Hindi                                                                                        7:15 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       10:00 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       12:30 AM

MUHALAB-2
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                12:00 PM
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                2:15 PM
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                4:15 PM
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                6:15 PM
MAMNO’O MIN AL EKTIRAB AW ALTASWEER                                             8:15 PM
MAMNO’O MIN AL EKTIRAB AW ALTASWEER                                             10:30 PM
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                12:45 AM

MUHALAB-3
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    11:30 AM
NO MON
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    2:00 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    4:30 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    7:00 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    9:30 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    12:05 AM

FANAR-1
EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING                                                                                   12:45 PM
MAMNO’O MIN AL EKTIRAB AW ALTASWEER                                             2:45 PM
EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING                                                                                   5:00 PM
MAMNO’O MIN AL EKTIRAB AW ALTASWEER                                             7:00 PM
MAMNO’O MIN AL EKTIRAB AW ALTASWEER                                             9:15 PM
EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING                                                                                   11:30 PM

FANAR-2
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       11:30 AM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       2:00 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       4:30 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       7:00 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       9:30 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       12:05 AM

FANAR-3
HALF GIRLFRIEND -Hindi                                                                                        12:00 PM
HALF GIRLFRIEND -Hindi                                                                                        3:00 PM
BAAHUBALI 2: The Conclusion -Hindi                                                              5:45 PM
HALF GIRLFRIEND -Hindi                                                                                        9:00 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    11:45 PM

FANAR-4
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    12:15 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    2:45 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    5:15 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    7:45 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    10:15 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    12:45 AM

FANAR-5
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                12:30 PM
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                2:30 PM

THE BOSS BABY                                                                                                          4:30 PM
THE BOSS BABY                                                                                                          6:30 PM
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                8:30 PM
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                10:30 PM
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                12:30 AM

MARINA-1
EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING                                                                                   11:30 AM
EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING                                                                                   1:30 PM
EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING                                                                                   3:45 PM
EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING                                                                                   6:00 PM
MAMNO’O MIN AL EKTIRAB AW ALTASWEER                                             8:15 PM
MAMNO’O MIN AL EKTIRAB AW ALTASWEER                                             10:30 PM
EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING                                                                                   12:45 AM

MARINA-2
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       12:30 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       3:00 PM
THE BOSS BABY                                                                                                          5:30 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       7:30 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       10:00 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       12:30 AM

MARINA-3
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    11:45 AM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    2:15 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    4:45 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    7:15 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    9:45 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    12:15 AM

AVENUES-1
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                1:15 PM
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                3:15 PM
HOWARD LOVECRAFT & THE FROZEN KINGDOM                                     5:15 PM
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                7:15 PM
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                9:15 PM
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                11:15 PM
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                1:15 AM

AVENUES-2
ALIEN: COVENANT-2D-4DX                                                                                  11:30 AM
ALIEN: COVENANT-2D-4DX                                                                                  2:00 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT-2D-4DX                                                                                  4:30 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD -3D-4DX                                    7:00 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT-2D-4DX                                                                                  9:30 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT-2D-4DX                                                                                  12:05 AM

AVENUES-3
THE BOSS BABY                                                                                                          11:30 AM
THE BOSS BABY                                                                                                          1:45 PM
THE BOSS BABY                                                                                                          4:00 PM
THE BOSS BABY                                                                                                          6:15 PM
THE BOSS BABY                                                                                                          8:30 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    10:45 PM
MONOLITH                                                                                                                   1:15 AM

360º- 1
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       12:45 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       3:30 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       6:15 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       9:00 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       11:45 PM

360º- 2
MAMNO’O MIN AL EKTIRAB AW ALTASWEER                                             12:15 PM
MAMNO’O MIN AL EKTIRAB AW ALTASWEER                                             2:30 PM
MAMNO’O MIN AL EKTIRAB AW ALTASWEER                                             4:45 PM
MAMNO’O MIN AL EKTIRAB AW ALTASWEER                                             7:00 PM
MAMNO’O MIN AL EKTIRAB AW ALTASWEER                                             9:15 PM
MAMNO’O MIN AL EKTIRAB AW ALTASWEER                                             11:30 PM

360º- 3
HALF GIRLFRIEND -Hindi                                                                                        12:30 PM
HALF GIRLFRIEND -Hindi                                                                                        3:30 PM
BAAHUBALI 2: The Conclusion -Hindi                                                              6:30 PM
HALF GIRLFRIEND -Hindi                                                                                        9:45 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       12:45 AM

AL-KOUT.1
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    12:15 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    2:45 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    5:15 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    7:45 PM

ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    10:15 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    12:45 AM

AL-KOUT.2
EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING                                                                                   11:30 AM
EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING                                                                                   1:45 PM
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                4:00 PM
EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING                                                                                   6:00 PM
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                8:15 PM
EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING                                                                                   10:15 PM
HERE ALONE                                                                                                                12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.3
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       12:00 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       2:30 PM
THE BOSS BABY                                                                                                          5:00 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       7:00 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       9:30 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       12:05 AM

AL-KOUT.4
MAMNO’O MIN AL EKTIRAB AW ALTASWEER                                             11:30 AM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    1:45 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    4:15 PM
MAMNO’O MIN AL EKTIRAB AW ALTASWEER                                             7:00 PM
MAMNO’O MIN AL EKTIRAB AW ALTASWEER                                             9:15 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    11:45 PM

BAIRAQ-1
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    11:30 AM
THE BOSS BABY                                                                                                          2:00 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    4:00 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    6:30 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    9:00 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    11:30 PM

BAIRAQ-2
YO-KAI WATCH: THE MOVIE                                                                                 11:45 AM
YO-KAI WATCH: THE MOVIE                                                                                 1:45 PM
YO-KAI WATCH: THE MOVIE                                                                                 3:45 PM
THE BOSS BABY                                                                                                          6:00 PM
THE BOSS BABY                                                                                                          8:00 PM
MAMNO’O MIN AL EKTIRAB AW ALTASWEER                                             10:00 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    12:30 AM

BAIRAQ-3
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       1:30 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       4:15 PM
HALF GIRLFRIEND -Hindi                                                                                        6:45 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       9:30 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       12:05 AM

PLAZA
SAKHAVU - Malayalam                                                                                            3:30 PM
RAKSHADHIKARI BAIJU OPPU -Malayalam                                                   3:30 PM
RAKSHADHIKARI BAIJU OPPU -Malayalam                                                   6:30 PM
SAKHAVU - Malayalam                                                                                            9:45 PM

LAILA
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    3:30 PM
THE BOSS BABY                                                                                                          6:00 PM
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD                                                       8:00 PM
ALIEN: COVENANT                                                                                                    10:30 PM

AJIAL.1
RAKSHADHIKARI BAIJU OPPU -Malayalam                                                   3:30 PM
RAKSHADHIKARI BAIJU OPPU -Malayalam                                                   6:30 PM
RAKSHADHIKARI BAIJU OPPU -Malayalam                                                   9:45 PM

AJIAL.2
HINDI MEDIUM -Hindi                                                                                             3:30 PM
BAAHUBALI 2: The Conclusion -Hindi                                                              3:15 PM
HINDI MEDIUM -Hindi                                                                                             6:30 PM
BAAHUBALI 2: The Conclusion -Hindi                                                              9:30 PM

AJIAL.3
SAKHAVU - Malayalam                                                                                            4:00 PM
SANGILI BUNGILI KADHAVA THORAE-Tamil                                                6:30 PM
SAKHAVU - Malayalam                                                                                            9:15 PM

AJIAL.4
HALF GIRLFRIEND -Hindi                                                                                        4:15 PM
HALF GIRLFRIEND -Hindi                                                                                        7:00 PM
HALF GIRLFRIEND -Hindi                                                                                        9:45 PM

KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY
(18/05/2017 TO 24/05/2017)



NEW YORK: Many men and women think men are the better
investors. They’re wrong. After checking how 8 million of its
customers did during 2016, Fidelity Investments found that
women earned 6.4 percent on their portfolios. Its male cus-
tomers made slightly less: 6 percent. The difference in per-
formance is small, and it’s always dangerous to make big gen-
eralizations out of small slices of data. But it slots in with oth-
er research that suggests women tend to take a longer-term
view of investing.

They are more likely to buy and hold their investments,
and they take fewer risks. Perhaps more importantly, the
numbers put into sharp relief how women may be too pes-
simistic about their own abilities. And that’s a dangerous
thing if it discourages them from investing for retirement or
other goals. “When women actually take the step of investing,
they do a good job,” says Kathleen Murphy, president of per-
sonal investing at Fidelity. “It doesn’t surprise us, but I think it
will surprise them. The issue is: How do we get women to
have the confidence in themselves to take care of something
that is fundamental to their future well-being?”

To check confidence levels, Fidelity asked pollsters to sur-
vey about 1,000 investors early this year and ask whether
they thought men or women had the better returns in 2016.
Men and women answered roughly the same way. Nearly half
of each group thought there would be no difference (49 per-

cent of men and 47 percent of women). But among those
who guessed that one gender would come out on top, the
vast majority said it would be men. Only 9 percent of women
(and 9 percent of men) said they thought women earned
higher returns in 2016.

Lack of confidence 
One of the main reasons for the lack of confidence among

women may be the financial services industry itself. It’s one
that was created by and, for a long time, run for men. So
much so that Sallie Krawcheck, a Wall Street veteran who ear-
lier ran Merrill Lynch and Smith Barney, cited that when she
co-founded Ellevest, an online investment adviser that says it
helps customers “invest like a woman.” The disparities run up
and down Wall Street. Less than 10 percent of all U.S. fund
managers are women, and the percentage has been on a
slow decline since 2008, according to a recent study by
Morningstar. Managers attribute much of that to the small
percentage of women throughout the financial industry.
When relatively few analysts are women, that leaves few
potential fund managers.

To better engage with female customers, Fidelity now
writes all its promotional materials with an imaginary, 38-
year-old target customer in mind. She’s a woman, and her
name is Susie. “Everyone in the company knows Susie and

says we need to walk in Susie’s high heels,” Murphy says.
“Whether it’s financial planning or saving for retirement or
retirement income, we pause and ask if this will meet
Susie’s standards.”

Financial companies certainly have an incentive to engage
more with women. Divorce rates are rising for older
Americans - it’s roughly doubled since the 1990s for those
aged 50 and above - which means more women are becom-
ing a sole financial decision maker. And women continue to
have longer life expectancies than men. In blunt market
terms, that makes them a bigger pool of potential customers.

Fidelity says it has already seen improvements in recent
years following its increased outreach to female customers,
with more getting their portfolios in better balance. That
means they’ve got an appropriate mix of stocks and bonds for
their age, rather than being in all cash at a young age or in all
stocks during retirement. But there’s still more room for
improvement. “I remember being at an AARP event doing
one of these speeches, and I was telling them that I was flying
from to DC to New York that night to meet with a group of
1,000 millennials,” Murphy says. “So I asked them, ‘What
advice should I give millennials, which are your daughters
and granddaughters.’ And they said, ‘Tell them to break the
cycle. Don’t let this happen to them, too, not being engaged
enough. Take control of your future.’” — AP 
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EU fines Facebook 
over ‘misleading’ 
informationECB could mull stimulus exit at its next meeting
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Women think men are better investors
NEW YORK: In this Wednesday, March 2, 2016, file photo, Kathleen Murphy, president of Fidelity Personal Investing, a unit of Fidelity Investments, talks during an interview with The
Associated Press. — AP 
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ATHENS: Greece’s parliament yesterday
was to approve a new round of austerity
cuts, hoping to secure a pledge of debt
relief and loan payment approval by the
country’s EU-IMF creditors this month.
Leftist Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras has a
slim majority in parliament sufficient to
pass the bill in the vote expected around
midnight.

Overall, the bill to be approved entails
4.9 billion euros ($5.4 billion) in cuts in
2018-2021. Tsipras grudgingly accepted
to legislate another round of pension
cuts and lower tax breaks-applicable in
2019 and 2020 respectively-to unlock the
cash payment ahead of looming debt
repayments in July.

In return, Greece will introduce pover-
ty support measures-such as subsidies on
rent and medicine-over the same period
of time. On Wednesday, at least 18,000
people demonstrated in Athens and
Thessaloniki in union-sponsored protests
against the bill.

Another protest in Athens is sched-
uled yesterday ahead of the parliament
vote. Athens hopes that the loan pay-
ment will be approved by a meeting of
eurozone finance ministers on May 22.
“We are in the final stretch... the biggest
likelihood is that we’ll have a deal on May
22 or a few days later,” Greek govern-
ment spokesman Dimitris Tzanakopoulos
told Skai TV.

Greece is seeking a clear eurozone
pledge later this month on measures to
ease repayment on its huge public debt,
which represented 179 percent of annual
output at the end of last year.

IMF-Germany dispute 
The question has served as a point of

contention between the IMF and Berlin for
months. In his calls for substantial debt
relief, Tsipras faces resistance from
Germany, where additional concessions
are unpopular with an electorate called to
a general election in September.
According to sources familiar with the mat-
ter, the IMF and eurozone countries are
close to reaching a compromise, which
would clear the way for a global agree-

ment allowing Greece to return to bond
markets in 2018. “Right now, Germany and
the IMF are in the final stretch of very
tough negotiations going on between
them,” Tzanakopoulos said. Athens also
hopes to be finally allowed access to the
European Central Bank’s asset purchase
program, known as quantitative easing, or
QE, to help its return to bond markets. “The
key thing is to have a (debt) adjustment
that will permit the ECB to induct the coun-
try to QE,” Tzanakopoulos said. — AFP

Wal-Mart’s online sales 
surge, tops expectations
BENTONVILLE, Ark: Wal-Mart delivered first-quarter earn-
ings that show how it’s winning over shoppers at stores
and online, even in an increasingly competitive retail land-
scape. The world’s largest retailer beat Wall Street estimates
and delivered another solid gain in comparable-store sales.
Customer traffic at Wal-Mart also rose while other major
retailers like Macy’s and Target suffered declines. And
online sales surged 63 percent, more than doubling the
previous quarter’s digital sales. 

The majority of the online sales growth was organic
through Walmart.com. Wal-Mart, like other traditional
retailers, has played catch-up to Amazon.com and other
online companies. It has retooled how it operates online
and accelerated that shift by buying already successful
online operators. Wal-Mart spent more than $3 billion for
Jet.com in its bid to lure younger and more affluent cus-
tomers. Then it bought ShoeBuy.com for $70 million and
the outdoor and gear seller Moosejaw for $51 million. In
March, it bought the trendy clothing seller ModCloth. The
clothing sites are operating as stand-alone operators and
appeal to millennial shoppers.

Wal-Mart also raised its stake in JD.com, China’s No. 2 e-
commerce site. Under Marc Lore, the founder of Jet.com
who is now CEO of Walmart.com, the company is still look-
ing for new startups to buy. Since he joined the company,
the number of items available on its third-party online mar-
ketplace has soared to more than 50 million. That’s up 10
million from a year ago. Wal-Mart is working to accelerate
the integration between Wal-Mart.com and Jet.com, and
trying to take advantage of its scale in areas like shipping.

It’s also aggressively hunting Amazon shoppers, scrap-
ping a fee-based shipping program earlier this year in favor
of free, two-day shipping for online orders of its most pop-
ular items with a minimum purchase order of $35. Amazon
Prime costs $99 a year, but comes with services like stream-
ing music and video. — AP

TOKYO: Japan has posted its longest
economic expansion in over a decade,
government data showed yesterday,
marking a win for Tokyo’s growth bid
even though its battle to conquer defla-
tion is still far from won. The world’s
number three economy grew 0.5 per-
cent in the first quarter-or an annualized
2.2 percent. That was the fifth straight
rise and up from a 0.3 percent expansion
in the last quarter of 2016.

Japan’s prospects have been improv-
ing on the back of strong exports, with
investments linked to the Tokyo 2020
Olympics also giving the economy a shot
in the arm. The labor market is tight and
business confidence is strong with firms
investing more.

But consumer spending remains
tepid and efforts to lift inflation have fall-
en flat despite years of aggressive mone-
tary easing by Japan’s central bank.
Private consumption picked up a modest
0.4 percent in the first quarter from zero
growth in the previous three months.
Individual spending accounts for more
than a half of Japan’s GDP. “I can’t give
the ‘all clear’ yet,” said Takeshi Minami,
chief economist at Norinchukin Research
Institute in Tokyo. “Public works spend-

ing is helping prop up growth this year
but it’s tough to imagine that private
spending is going to be a driving force
for the economy.”

Longest in a decade 
The latest reading nonetheless means

Japan’s economy has had its longest
string of gains since 2006, during the
tenure of popular former prime minister
Junichiro Koizumi. The figures are good
news for the current prime minister
Shinzo Abe-whose brief and under-
whelming first term as Japan’s premier
came directly after Koizumi.

A string of short-term leaders fol-
lowed before Abe swept back to power
in late 2012 on a pledge to reignite
Japan’s once-booming economy with a
plan dubbed Abenomics. The scheme-a
mix of huge monetary easing, govern-
ment spending and reforms to the econ-
omy-stoked a stock market rally and fat-
tened corporate profits.  But there has
been growing criticism about the plan’s
muted impact on the wider economy.

Still ,  the Bank of Japan and
International Monetary Fund both
recently lifted their projections for the
country’s growth rate. A weak yen has

helped prop up the economy as it makes
Japanese exports more competitive and
inflates profits when firms repatriate
their foreign-earned income.

An improving global outlook with
strong demand for Japanese smart-
phone parts, memory chips and con-
struction machinery has also been a tail-
wind, analysts said. “With growing exter-
nal demand set to continue, we believe
there will be the need for many compa-
nies to replace machinery and equip-
ment,” Katsunori Kitakura, lead strategist
at asset manager Sumitomo Mitsui Trust
Group, said before Thursday’s GDP fig-
ures were released.

Cash-rich firms have been stingy
with pay hikes though, which hurts
spending and acts like an anchor on the
economy. In March, some of Japan’s top
companies,  including Toyota and
Hitachi, announced their lowest wage
rises in years. 

“Wages are still stagnating, despite
sharp falls in unemployment,” research
house Capital Economics said in a com-
mentary. “This seems to be because
aggressive monetary easing has failed to
lift expectations of future price rises
among households and firms. — AFP

Japan’s economy reports 
2.2% annualizes growth

Longest economic expansion in a decade

India’s IT industry body 
slams mass layoff reports

MUMBAI: Indian software trade body Nasscom yesterday dis-
missed widespread media reports of mass layoffs in the coun-
try’s hugely important information technology industry but
warned that the sector must reinvent itself. IT outsourcing has
long been one of India’s flagship industries but recent news
reports have claimed that major companies, including Tech
Mahindra and Wipro, are making thousands redundant due to
increased automation.

“The numbers being reported across different sources are
incorrect and are not in line with the actual employment pro-
gression,” the National Association of Software and Services
Companies said in a press release yesterday. “The industry con-
tinues to be a net hirer with talent acquisition continuing across
sectors and remains one of the largest employers of the nation,”
it added in the statement following a conference in New Delhi.

Several Indian newspapers, including respected business
dailies like “The Economic Times” and “Mint”, have  reported
major IT firms are in the process of gradually laying off thou-
sands of staff, although the companies themselves are yet to
comment on numbers. Nasscom claimed that 170,000 new
jobs had been created in the recently ended financial year and
predicted that up to three million new positions would be
added by 2025, but conceded that there was a slowdown in
the rate of hiring.

It also called for employees to learn new skills to help compa-
nies’ keep up with demands for newer and more innovative
technologies. “Going forward the focus for companies will be on
skills and proficiency levels rather than scale, hence it is becom-
ing imperative for employees (both current and potential) to
skill themselves in domain specific requirements,” it said.

Nasscom says that the IT outsourcing industry employs near-
ly four million Indians and saw revenues of around $154 billion.
India has been popularly termed as the “back office” to the
world as companies, largely in developed nations, subcontract-
ed work to Indian firms, taking advantage of the country’s skilled
English-speaking workforce. But there are concerns it is losing its
sheen as companies move towards automation and seek newer
technologies while there are also fears over US President Donald
Trump’s curbs on H-1B visas, which allow aspiring Indian engi-
neers to work in America. — AFP

ATHENS: Greek pensioners march under heavy rain towards the Greek parlia-
ment in Athens yesterday to protest new pension cuts included in the new
round of austerity measures, set to be approved in the parliament. — AFP

Greece to approve new cuts 
to secure cash, debt relief



MANILA: The Philippine economy has sustained one of the
fastest growth rates in Asia, official data showed yesterday,
which analysts said signalled strong economic leadership from
President Rodrigo Duterte even as he wages a deadly drug war.
The economy expanded by 6.4 percent on a yearly basis in the
first three months, the government said, which was slightly low-
er than expectations but still the second fastest in the region
after China. “The Philippines remains one of the strongest per-
formers among the major emerging economies in Asia,”
Economic Planning Secretary Ernesto Pernia told reporters. The
Philippine economy has now grown at six percent or higher for
seven consecutive quarters. The only other nation in the region
to report a faster expansion in the first quarter of 2017 is China,
which posted growth of 6.9 percent.

Analysts said the result showed Duterte was succeeding in
decoupling his controversial drugs crackdown, which has left
thousands dead since he came to office in the middle of last
year, from economic affairs. “There has been no let-up in
Duterte’s controversial war on drugs, but he is sticking to his
pledge to leave economic policy in the hands of his well-respect-
ed finance secretary,” said Gareth Leather of London-based con-
sultancy Capital Economics. Duterte, a former city mayor and

government prosecutor, has said he will focus on the drug crack-
down while leaving stewardship of the economy to trusted sen-
ior aides led by Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez.

On track
Eugenia Victorino, an economist at ANZ research, said

Duterte’s decision to name a career central bank official, Nestor
Espenilla, as its new governor would help put a lid on rising
inflation. Victorino said the Philippines remained on track to
achieve 6.9 percent economic growth for the full year. Jonathan
Ravelas, chief market strategist for Manila-based BDO Unibank,
described Duterte’s spat with Western governments over
alleged extrajudicial killings in his drug war as “just noise” that
would not impact on economic growth.

“If we focus on infrastructure spending alone it should be
enough,” Ravelas said, referring to planned multi-billion-dollar
investments in airports, bridges, roads and rail. Pernia, the eco-
nomic planning chief, said manufacturing and robust exports
were the main drivers of growth this year while the farm sector
turned around from a decline late last year. Growth was
achieved despite a slowdown in construction, which Pernia said
would recover soon with the infrastructure spending. — AFP

MANILA: Workers stand on steel bars as they work at a construction site in Manila yesterday. The Philippine economy
has sustained one of the fastest growth rates in Asia, official data showed yesterday. — AFP
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FRANKFURT: Officials at the European
Central Bank have indicated that their
next meeting would be a good time to
consider shifting toward an exit from
the stimulus efforts that have boosted
the economy.

A written account of the April 27
meeting showed members of the
bank’s rate-setting council expect that if
the economic recovery keeps going,
they would have to consider “adjusting
the present formulation” of their stance.
The ECB rate-setters will have new fore-
casts for inflation and growth at that
meeting, which would put the council
“in a better position to take stock.”

The ECB has said it plans to keep
pumping 60 billion euros ($67 billion) in
newly printed money into the economy
through bond purchases at least

through the end of the year. Markets
are awaiting more clarity about when
that program will end. Phasing out the
bond purchases would have wide-rang-
ing effects on markets, investors and
governments. The purchases have been
holding down longer-term interest
rates and flooding the banking system
with cash in hopes of promoting lend-
ing to businesses so they can expand
and hire.

Tapering the purchases would mean
higher interest costs for long-term bor-
rowers such as governments and peo-
ple who buy homes through mort-
gages. It would also increase returns to
savers with conservative holdings and
make it easier to fund pension savings
plans. Ending the purchases would also
be a prelude to the bank raising its main

short-term interest rate benchmark,
currently at a record low of zero. The
Frankfurt-based ECB is responsible for
setting monetary policy for the 19
countries that use the euro currency.
The primary goal of its stimulus policies
has been raising inflation sustainably
toward the bank’s goal of just under 2
percent. Current annual inflation of 1.9
percent in April is in line with that on
paper. But the written account indicat-
ed that officials feel underlying infla-
tionary pressures remain weak and that
the recent upturn in inflation is not yet
“durable and self-sustaining.”

The written accounts show the gen-
eral outline of discussions on the 25-
member governing council .  The
accounts omit any vote totals or the
names of who said what. — AP

ECB could mull stimulus 
exit at its next meeting
ECB rate-setters encouraged by growth momentum

Philippine economy motoring, 
drug war no impact: Analysts

PM May seeks to tighten 
govt grip on Britain Inc

HALIFAX, England: Prime Minister Theresa May vowed to
make it harder for foreign companies to take over British
firms and threatened to clamp down on soaring executive
pay as she set out plans for the government to take a
greater say in the running of UK Plc. 

Outlining her ConServative party’s proposals yesterday
ahead of a June 8 election, May also said she would ensure
any foreign group buying British infrastructure in the tele-
coms, defense and energy sectors did not undermine
security or essential services.

Marking a departure from the free market ethos pur-
sued by the Conservatives for decades, May said govern-
ments had a role to play in overseeing how companies
were run.  “We believe people should be rewarded for
their talents and efforts but the public is rightly affronted
by the remuneration of some corporate leaders,” the
Conservative Party said in its election policy document.

Under the plan, executive pay packages would be sub-
ject to strict annual shareholder votes and listed compa-
nies would have to publish the ratio of executive pay to
broader workforce pay.

The Conservatives said companies seeking to buy
British businesses would also have to be clear about their
intentions from the outset of the bid process and all prom-
ises made in the course of a takeover should be legally
binding. The government would also gain the power to
pause the process to allow greater scrutiny. Britain, the
world’s fifth largest economy, has attracted more foreign
investment in Europe than any other country, with inter-
national companies playing a major role in every sector
including banks, transport, energy, telecoms and retail. 

May, who became prime minister shortly after Britain
voted to leave the EU in June last year, had already indicat-
ed that she wanted to clamp down on excessive pay and
foreign takeovers that led to job losses and threatened the
rights of workers. 

She also set out yesterday plans to give workers a voice
on company boards, either through a nominated director
from the workforce, the creation of an employee advisory
council or a designated non-executive director.  — Reuters 

D-Bank wants former bosses to
share past misconduct costs

FRANKFURT: Deutsche Bank expects former board members
to voluntarily pay substantial sums for their role in past mis-
conduct which has tarnished the reputation of Germany’s
biggest lender, its chairman Paul Achleitner said yesterday.
Achleitner told shareholders at Deutsche Bank’s annual gener-
al meeting that the supervisory board and two committees
were discussing the need for personal and collective responsi-
bility and the bank had sought external legal advice.

“The supervisory board expects that in the coming months,
there will be an arrangement which ensures that the individu-
als involved make a substantial financial contribution,” he
said, adding that while no decision had yet been reached, dis-
cussions were at an advanced stage.

The talks are focusing on why Deutsche Bank’s own
response was so slow, as well as its involvement in a series of
financial scandals, Deutsche Bank sources told Reuters.
Collective responsibility of the board for the company’s
actions as a whole were at the centre of the talks, rather than
personal failure or involvement in individual litigation cases,
they added.

Achleitner did not name any individuals, but Deutsche
Bank sources said the supervisory board is in talks with around
ten people including former co-chief executives Anshu Jain
and Juergen Fitschen, as well as other former board members
including Stephan Leithner, Rainer Neske, Henry Ritchotte,
Stefan Krause and current board member Stuart Lewis. 

Deutsche Bank said Lewis, who currently sits on the bank’s
board, would not comment. Spokesmen for Jain and Neske
said they would not comment. The other former Deutsche top
managers did not respond to requests for comment.

“We remain underwhelmed by Deutsche’s progress on cul-
ture,” said Hans-Christoph Hirt, head of investor and shareholder
advisor Hermes EOS. Andreas Thomae from fund manager Deka
said: “We as investors are noticing the slow cultural change.” If
Deutsche Bank reaches settlements with former executives, it
would mark a significant step in efforts to break with a turbulent
period in the bank’s 147-year history. — Reuters
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BRUSSELS: The European Commission yesterday
fined US social media giant Facebook 110 million
euros ($120 million) for providing incorrect and
misleading information on its takeover of
WhatsApp, imposing its biggest penalty for such
a breach. "Today's decision sends a clear signal to
companies that they must comply with all
aspects of EU merger rules, including the obliga-
tion to provide correct information," EU
Competition Commissioner Margrethe Vestager
said in a statement.

"The Commission must be able to take deci-
sions about mergers' effects on competition in
full knowledge of accurate facts," Vestager said.
Facebook said in response that it cooperated with
the Commission. "We've acted in good faith since
our very first interactions with the Commission
and we've sought to provide accurate informa-
tion at every turn," a Facebook spokesperson said.

"The errors we made in our 2014 filings were
not intentional and the Commission has con-
firmed that they did not impact the outcome of
the merger review. Today's announcement brings
this matter to a close." EU regulators cleared the
then $19 billion Facebook acquisition of

WhatsApp in late 2014, finding no reason to
believe it would dampen competition in the bur-
geoning social media sector. In its statement yes-
terday, the Commission recalled that the merger
rules require companies to provide regulators
with the accurate information essential to any
review.

It noted that when Facebook notified the

Commission of the acquisition in 2014, the com-
pany had said it would "be unable to establish
reliable automated matching between Facebook
users' accounts and WhatsApp users' accounts".
"However, in August 2016, WhatsApp announced
updates to its terms of service and privacy policy,
including the possibility of linking WhatsApp
users' phone numbers with Facebook users' iden-
tities," it said. 

After launching a probe last year, the
Commission "found that, contrary to Facebook's
statements in the 2014 merger review process,
the technical possibility of automatically match-
ing Facebook and WhatsApp users' identities
already existed in 2014, and that Facebook staff
were aware of such a possibility." The
Commission said yesterday's decision and the
fine would have no impact on its October 2014
clearance of the deal. Commission spokesman
Ricardo Cardoso said the fine was less than it
could have been because Facebook cooperated.
Cardoso added it was nonetheless "the highest
fine we have ever imposed for a procedure
infringement in a merger case" and would serve
as a deterrent to others. — AFP

LONDON: British retail sales rebounded strongly
in April, as warmer weather boosted purchases of
food and household items, official data showed
yesterday. Sales by volume jumped by 2.3 per-
cent last month after dropping by 1.4 percent in
March, the Office for National Statistics said in a
statement. "Anecdotal evidence from retailers
suggests that good weather contributed to
growth," the ONS said.

The data comes three weeks before the coun-
try's general election and after official UK figures
in recent days showed weak wages growth,
falling unemployment and rising inflation. "Given

yesterday's news that real wages are now falling,
today's retail sales data was always going to be
closely scrutinised," said Ben Brettell, senior econ-
omist at stockbroker Hargreaves Lansdown.

"The theory went that squeezed household
budgets would likely hit retailers in the pocket
too. But in fact the (retail sales) figures beat
expectations handsomely." Analysts' consensus
forecast had been for a smaller rebound in April
of 1.0 percent.  "April's UK retail sales figures
should help to allay concerns that real consumer
spending growth is slowing sharply in the face of
higher inflation," said Ruth Gregory, UK econo-

mist at Capital Economics research group. While
Britain's economy has performed better than
expected since the country voted last year for
Brexit, recent data is pointing to weaker growth
as the country negotiates its exit from the
European Union. One concern is that rising infla-
tion, caused in large part by weak sterling push-
ing up import costs, could see the Bank of
England move to raise record-low interest rates
faster than expected. 

Prime Minister Theresa May is forecast to
strengthen her Conservative Party's parliamen-
tary majority in the June 8 election. —AFP

EU fines Facebook over 
'misleading' information

$120m penalty for misleading info on WhatsApp takeover

China's foreign
direct investment

slips in Q1
BEIJING: Foreign direct investment into China
fell 0.1 percent to 286.41 billion yuan ($41.6 bil-
lion) in the first four months of 2017 from the
same period a year earlier, the Ministry of
Commerce said yesterday. Foreign investment
into China slowed in April, falling 4.3 percent
from a year earlier to 59.91 billion yuan, com-
pared to 6.7 percent growth in March. In the
first three months of the year, foreign invest-
ment rose 1 percent. The Chinese government
has promised new measures to further open its
economy to foreign investors this year, includ-
ing easing limits on investment in banks and
other financial institutions.

Foreign investment into China last year
rose 4.1 percent but was less than outbound
investment for the first time as capital out-
flows put pressure on the government to sup-
port the yuan.  Outbound investment has
declined sharply this year in the face of strict
controls on funds leaving the country, with
inbound investment for the first four months
of the year surpassing outbound investment
by over $15 billion. China's April non-financial
outbound direct investment (ODI) fell 71 per-
cent from a year earl ier  to $5.82 bil l ion,
according to Reuters' calculations based on
data from the Ministry of Commerce released
Wednesday. — Reuters 

Hackers steal
17m users' data

from Indian
restaurant

NEW DELHI: India's largest restaurant and
food delivery app Zomato announced yes-
terday that the data of 17 million users had
been stolen from its database, including
names, email addresses and protected
passwords. The startup said the "hashed"
passwords could not be decrypted but rec-
ommended users change their login
details if they use the same password for
other services. Zomato's chief technology
officer Gunjan Patidar said customers'
financial information was stored separately
from the stolen data and was not compro-
mised by the hack.

"No payment information or credit card
data has been stolen/leaked," he said in a
statement on Zomato's website, adding
they were scanning all possible breaches in
their system. "Your credit card information
on Zomato is fully secure, so there's noth-
ing to worry about there."

Those affected had been logged out of
the website and app and had their pass-
words changed "as a precaution", he
added. A report on an online hacker news
website carried in local media said the
trove of personal data was being auctioned
on the dark web for roughly $1,000 by a
hacker using an alias.

The hack of the internationally popular
e-commerce startup comes on the heels
of the "WannaCry" cyberattack, the world's
biggest ransomware attack to date. The
culprits demanded payment in virtual cur-
rency and threatened to delete files on
compromised computers, which num-
bered in the hundreds of thousands
worldwide. Zomato, which boasts 120 mil-
lion user visits a month, said it was "plug-
ging any security gaps" and would further
enhance its security measures after the
database breach. —AFP

UK retail sales rebound in April

LONDON: This file photo taken on May 16, 2017 shows pedestrians reflected in a shop window on Oxford street in central London. British retail
sales rebounded strongly in April, as warmer weather boosted purchases of food and household items, official data showed yesterday. — AFP

WhatsApp and Facebook app icons on a
smartphone in New York. — AP
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Old machines show why 
Trump tax-breaks may 

not spark new spending
CLEVELAND: Hanging on the wall of David Shippoli’s office at
a sprawling factory here is his company’s annual scavenger
award, a stuffed hyena head, given to the employee who finds
the cheapest way to execute an investment project in the past
year. Shippoli, a manufacturing engineer at Dan T. Moore Co.,
a privately-held company which operates nine factories across
Ohio and Indiana, won the prize for finding used machines
that were a fraction of the cost of buying them new.  

He is a fan of President Donald Trump’s policies and even
propped a bright red “Make America Great Again” hat on the
hyena during the campaign. But Shippoli embodies a mind-
set that exists across industrial America that will make it hard
to boost business investment, even if the corporate tax
breaks floated recently by the Trump administration come
through. “I don’t know why anyone would buy new equip-
ment when there’s so much stuff out there that’s perfectly
capable of doing the job,” he said. Many US companies
emerged from the last recession extremely wary of spending
on buildings and expensive new equipment, unless it was
sure the returns would justify it. 

Trump Administration officials forecast torrid economic
growth on the back of the windfall US companies would get
if Trump’s plan to cut corporate tax rates and slash taxes on
cash parked overseas became law. US Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin and White House economic advisor Gary
Cohn met on Wednesday with the full Senate Finance
Committee about the administration’s framework for tax
reform. CEOs certainly are enthusiastic about the prospect of
tax reform. A recent survey by the Business Roundtable - a
group representing major US corporations - found more than
eight out of ten said they thought tax reform would prompt
companies to boost capital spending. Seventy-six percent
said it would fuel hiring.

And some companies such as General Electric Co are mak-
ing big bets that new digital systems will improve efficiency
on factory floors. But it is unclear how they would use the
extra cash if it doesn’t lead to a jump in economic growth.
Previous tax holidays aimed at getting companies to repatri-
ate foreign savings have done little to boost investment in the
US. “Nobody builds a new factory unless they need the capaci-
ty” and tax breaks won’t change that, said Susan Helper, an
economist at Case Western Reserve University, who has stud-
ied how companies curbed their spending habits in recent
years. She notes that US companies are sitting on plenty of
cash $1.8 trillion, according to Moody’s Investors Service - so it
is not that they lack resources, she says. What is missing is the
kind of business opportunities that justify the spending.  

Arconic’s 80-year-old machines
It’s not just smaller companies and startups that appreci-

ate age in some industrial machines.  Across town, for
instance, at Arconic Inc’s sprawling Cleveland Works, workers
still use a 1930s metal press confiscated from Germany after
World War II to stamp out aluminum parts. Arconic, based in
New York, was created last year when Alcoa Inc split in two -
creating Alcoa Corp and Arconic, which took the downstream
aluminum processing business.

Arconic has plenty of other vintage machines, including
an even larger 50-ton press in Cleveland built in the 1950s,
which it recently spent $100 million completely renovating.
The update included fixing metal parts that had begun to
crack as well as new controls that made it more precise.
This new style of thrift is visible in the numbers. The aver-
age age of industrial equipment in the US has gone up
steadily over the last decade and now hovers at levels not
seen since the 1940s. The average age of a machine is 10
years, according the Bureau of Economic Analysis, well
above the seven or eight-year range that was common dur-
ing the 1960s and 1970s. 

The trend isn’t limited to factory machines. The average
age of information processing equipment used by busi-
nesses, which includes computers as well as communica-
tions devices, has drifted up steadily since the year 2000
and now stands at five years-the highest level since the
dawn of the computer age. “You have to be frugal to sur-
vive,” said Steve Peplin,  CEO of privately held Talan
Products Inc., which sells about $40 million in building
materials each year. When he needed a new press recently,
he bought an used machine and sent it to a company that
specializes in modernizing such equipment. — Reuters

LONDON: New oil projects over the next
two years in the North Sea will have com-
bined capacity to produce 1.2 million bar-
rels per day (bpd), offsetting a slide in out-
put from the oldest deepwater basin that
produces the world’s benchmark crude.

The projects stretch from the West
Shetlands to the icy fringes of the Arctic
Ocean, Reuters research shows. North Sea
crude output was 2.54 million bpd in 2016
and is forecast to reach 2.59 million bpd in
2017 and 2.63 million bpd in 2018, based
on output figures for the three main pro-
ducers Norway, Britain and Denmark from
consultants Rystad Energy.

The North Sea produces Brent and
three other crudes - Forties, Oseberg, and
Ekofisk - that make up the Brent futures
benchmark. The region is expected to
report its third annual production rise in a
row in 2017, reversing years of sliding out-
put. Since exploration began in earnest in
the 1960s, about 40 billion barrels of oil
have been extracted from the North Sea. A
50 percent drop in oil prices from above
$100 a barrel in 2014 has forced some
North Sea producers to sell assets. Others
have adapted as they seek to extract more
of the 20 billion barrels estimated to lie

under Britain’s North Sea zone alone.
“The drop in the oil price forced every-

one to focus even more than they were on
(production) uptime and operating effi-
ciencies which have risen dramatically
over the last two years,” Premier Chief
Executive Tony Durrant told Reuters.
“We’ve been at over 90 percent operating
efficiency and a lot of the other players are
very high as well. If you roll back to 2012-
2013, then the North Sea had a shocking
record of about 65 percent,” he said.

Deep blue giants 
Reuters research shows a range of proj-

ects by majors and smaller companies
coming onstream in the next two years or
so. The giant Johan Sverdrup project by
Norway’s Statoil starts pumping 440,000
bpd in 2019, rising to 660,000 bpd by
2022. BP is revitalizing the ageing
Schiehallion and Loyal fields off the
Shetland Islands with its Quad 204 project,
adding 130,000 bpd to production. Mark
Thomas, BP’s regional president for the
North Sea, said in September that BP’s cost
of production had fallen to about $16 or
$17 a barrel from above $30 in 2014. FGE
analyst James Davis said oil firms had

drawn up development plans for old fields
and delayed decommissioning dates to
increase output beyond expectations and
at lower cost. “There is the obvious hurdle
of limited remaining reserves, but opera-
tors appear to be positioning themselves
to extract as much as possible out of what
is left, at relatively low costs,” he said.
Small explorers have tapped existing infra-
structure to make little fields profitable,
often relying on new technology.

Hurricane Energy, which specializes in
extraction from naturally fractured rock, last
week more than doubled the amount of oil
it estimated was recoverable from its
Lancaster field. “The game has changed,
but the North Sea hasn’t gone away,”
Malcolm Graham-Wood of consultant
Hydrocarbon Capital told online markets
platform StockTube in March. In January
and February, the North Sea market attract-
ed about $4 billion in acquisitions. But
industry lobby Oil & Gas UK has said that
without sustained investment as many as
80 oilfields could shut by 2020. “We are in a
period where we are staving off the overall
decline in the North Sea, partly through
efficiencies, partly through a group of new
projects,” FGE’s Davis said. — Reuters

LONDON: Swirling uncertainty over US
President Donald Trump’s political future
saw world stocks extend their steepest fall
in over six months yesterday, though there
were signs of stabilization elsewhere as the
dollar and gold steadied. Reports that
Trump had tried to intervene in an investi-
gation into alleged Russian interference in
last year’s US election and that his aides
had numerous undisclosed contacts with
Russian officials kept market tensions high. 

Europe’s bourses dropped between 0.8
and 1.3 percent as the selling pressure built
again and Wall Street was expected to open
down as much as 0.5 percent, having suf-
fered its biggest thumping in over eight
months on Wednesday. Rabobank strategist
Michael Every said the key question was
whether markets would “calm down, or
panic more.” “The obvious point we’ve
made before repeatedly is that Trump now
has much less political capital to spend in
the Capitol, and that makes Trumpflation far
less likely. Yet things seem to be rapidly
moving beyond that point, opening up oth-
er scenarios,” he said. Though stocks flashed
warning lights again, the dollar seemed to
be going for the ‘calm down’ option. It
pulled out of a tailspin that had taken it to
its lowest level in six months against other
top currencies including the euro and the
yen, though it remained wobbly.

A mini-recovery in Asia as Japan posted
its best economic performance in a year
ran out of steam in Europe, and it was
limping sideways at $1.1136 per euro and
buying 110.97 Japanese yen by the time
US traders got to their desks. Switzerland’s
safe-haven franc hit its highest since
November’s US election and Britain’s
Brexit-bruised pound broke through the

$1.30 barrier for the first time since late
September after reassuring retail sales fig-
ures. There was more support for the euro
too as one of the European Central Bank’s
most influential policymakers, Executive
Board member Benoit Coeure, said it
should get on with paring back its stimulus
once it is convinced inflation has recov-
ered. “Too much gradualism in monetary
policy bears the risk of larger market
adjustments when the decision is eventu-
ally taken,” Coeure told Reuters in an inter-
view in which he also said the bank’s bond-
buying program was “not set in stone”.

The Gonald?
The political jitters coming out of the

United States remained the dominant fac-
tor for traders, however. Treasury yields
seemed to be heading for a six-month low
as they dropped back below 2.2 percent

and Germany’s and Europe’s benchmark
government bond, the Bund, saw its yields
dip to a fresh a two-week trough.

The allegations surrounding Trump
have not only thrown doubt over the
future of the pro-growth policies he prom-
ised, but have raised the possibility he
could end up leaving the White House
prematurely. Trump says he is being given
one of the toughest rides of any president
in US history. But a small number of his fel-
low Republicans called on Wednesday for
an independent probe of possible collu-
sion between his 2016 campaign team and
Russia, and one even mentioned impeach-
ment. Wall Street futures pointed to more,
albeit modest, falls for the S&P 500, Dow
and Nasdaq markets when they reopen lat-
er. Wednesday’s dump, while substantial,
had come after both the S&P and Nasdaq
hit record highs on Tuesday. — Reuters

New oil projects brighten 
North Sea’s twilight years
Region is home to Brent crude and the benchmark price

Trump storm strikes stocks 
again, dollar steadies

NEW YORK: Traders and financial professionals work on the floor of the New York
Stock Exchange (NYSE) following the opening bell yesterday in New York City. — AFP
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SAN FRANCISCO: Clayton Kershaw took a share of the major
league lead with his seventh win and earned career victory No.
20 against the rival Giants, helping the Los Angeles Dodgers
avoid a sweep by beating San Francisco 6-1 on Wednesday.
Kershaw (7-2) struck out five in seven shutout innings and
retired the first 10 batters he faced before Justin Ruggiano’s
fourth-inning single. The left-hander moved into a tie for most
wins with Houston’s Dallas Keuchel. Yasmani Grandal hit a
two-run double in the first and Yasiel Puig singled in a pair of
runs in the sixth as the Dodgers jumped on Johnny Cueto (4-
3), who lost for the first time at home this season. The benches
cleared briefly after the top of the third when Cueto and
Grandal exchanged words. It happened just after Cueto’s high,
inside pitch flew wildly past catcher Buster Posey, allowing
another Dodgers run.

ASTROS 3, MARLINS 0
Lance McCullers paid tribute to the late Jose Fernandez and

pitched like him, allowing no earned runs for the third start in
a row, and Houston completed a three-game sweep.
McCullers (4-1) wore cleats with Fernandez’s initials and uni-
form number. Their friendship began when they were high
school pitchers in the Tampa area, before Fernandez became
the Marlins’ ace and then died in a boating accident last
September. McCullers limited Miami to three hits in six innings
and lowered his ERA to 2.65. The Astros (29-12) have the best
record in the majors and their fourth consecutive win lifted
them 17 games above .500 for the first time since 2004. Jose
Urena (1-2) limited Houston to three runs, one earned, in 5 2/3
innings.

DIAMONDBACKS 5, METS 4 
Chris Herrmann homered off Rafael Montero leading off the

11th inning, sending New York to its season-high seventh
straight loss. Montero (0-3) relieved to start the 11th, and
Herrmann worked the count full, fouled off a pitch and con-
nected on a belt-high fastball for his first game-ending home
run in the major leagues. New York went 0-6 in Milwaukee and
Arizona, the Mets’ longest winless trip since 1999, according to
the Elias Sports Bureau. At 16-23, New York dropped seven
games under .500 for the first time September 2014. Tom
Wilhelmsen (1-1) walked Matt Reynolds and Lucas Duda with
two outs in the 11th before throwing a called third strike past
Jose Reyes.

RAYS 7, INDIANS 4
Corey Dickerson hit a three-run shot - his third homer in

two days - and Alex Cobb controlled Cleveland over seven
innings as Tampa Bay completed its most successful road trip
in a year. Dickerson connected in the second inning off Josh
Tomlin (2-5) and Logan Morrison hit a solo shot in the third for
Tampa Bay, which went 4-2 on a swing through Boston and
Cleveland. It’s the Rays’ first winning trip since last May. Cobb
(4-3) allowed three runs and six hits.

PIRATES 6, NATIONALS 1
Gerrit Cole shut down the best offense in the majors, hold-

ing Washington to three hits in seven innings to win for the
first time in a month. Cole (2-4) struck out three, walked two
and received an overdue dose of support when Josh Bell
smacked a three-run homer in the sixth off Jacob Turner (2-2).
Andrew McCutchen went 2 for 4 with two RBIs and stole two
bases for Pittsburgh. Bryce Harper and Ryan Zimmerman, who
began the day with the top two batting averages in the
majors, combined to go 0 for 8.

TIGERS 5, ORIOLES 4
Tyler Collins snapped an 0-for-30 skid in style, hitting two

home runs for Detroit in a victory over Baltimore. Hitless since
May 1, Collins connected for a solo homer in the second inning
and a three-run shot in the fifth, giving Detroit’s offense a boost
while Miguel Cabrera sat out with a sore left side. Michael
Fulmer (5-1) wasn’t at his best, allowing three earned runs and
10 hits in seven innings, but the Tigers gave him enough sup-
port. Ubaldo Jimenez (1-2) allowed five runs in five innings.

YANKEES 11, ROYALS 7
Aaron Hicks hit a three-run homer to cap a five-run fourth

inning, and New York piled up 16 hits against Kansas City.
Michael Pineda (4-2) allowed three runs and six hits over six-
plus innings. The big right-hander was shaky throughout but
good enough to win for only the second time in 16 road starts.
The Yankees teed off on Jason Vargas (5-2), who came into the

game with a major league-leading 1.01 ERA. The left-hander
allowed as many earned runs in the fourth as he had in his first
seven starts combined, and was lifted after giving up six runs
on seven hits and two walks in four innings. Vargas had been
unbeaten in his last 10 home starts. But he is 0-6 with a 7.15
ERA against the Yankees. Starlin Castro had three hits for New
York. Dellin Betances got one out for his first save since replac-
ing injured Aroldis Chapman as closer.

CUBS 7, REDS 5
Anthony Rizzo and Kyle Schwarber drove in two runs

apiece, and Chicago handed sloppy Cincinnati its season-high
fifth straight loss. Kyle Hendricks (3-2) pitched six effective
innings and drove in a run as the Cubs improved to 22-5 in
their last 27 games against the Reds. Ben Zobrist reached
three times after missing two games with lower back tight-
ness. Zack Cozart had three hits and two RBIs for Cincinnati,
but Adam Duvall committed a big error in left field. Cozart
extended his Wrigley Field homer streak to five games, match-
ing a record for any player at the iconic ballpark. Chicago went
ahead to stay with five runs in the second against Scott
Feldman (2-4), who was chased in the third.

BRAVES 8, BLUE JAYS 4
Kurt Suzuki hit a three-run homer to cap a six-run first

inning, and Atlanta held off Toronto in a testy game after
Freddie Freeman left with an injury. Freeman was struck on
the left wrist by a pitch in the fifth inning. The umpires initially
ruled that Aaron Loup’s pitch did not hit Freeman. But with
the Atlanta star in obvious pain, the Braves challenged and the
call was reversed after a video review. Freeman headed to the
clubhouse instead of first base, and X-rays were inconclusive.
He will have more tests Thursday, including an MRI. Things got
heated in the late innings after Kevin Pillar apparently thought
Atlanta reliever Jason Motte quick-pitched him, yelling toward
the mound before Suzuki stepped in to calm things. 

RANGERS 9, PHILLIES 3
Andrew Cashner finally won in his home state of Texas,

pitching seven solid innings to help the Rangers match the
longest winning streak in the majors this year at eight games
with a victory over Philadelphia. The right-hander from the
Houston area also got his first win with the Rangers, who
scored all nine of their runs in the first five innings after get-

ting just six in the first six starts by Cashner (1-3) when the
stocky 30-year-old was in the game. Texas turned four double
plays in the first five innings behind Cashner. The Phillies also
turned four double plays.

RED SOX 5, CARDINALS 4 
Pinch-hitter Chris Young singled home the tiebreaking run

in the 13th inning and Boston rallied past St. Louis to sweep
their two-game interleague series. Jackie Bradley Jr hit a two-
run homer in the seventh off starter Mike Leake to begin
Boston’s comeback from a four-run deficit. The Red Sox tied it
in the eighth against reliever Trevor Rosenthal when Xander
Bogaerts hit an RBI triple and scored on Andrew Benintendi’s
sacrifice fly. Mitch Moreland doubled with two outs in the 13th
and Bradley was intentionally walked before Young singled off
Sam Tuivailala (2-1). Fernando Abad (1-0) tossed two scoreless
innings for the win, and Ben Taylor got three outs for his first
major league save.

BREWERS 3, PADRES 1
Jett Bandy singled in the go-ahead run with one out in the

ninth inning and Milwaukee beat San Diego to take over first
place in the NL Central. The Brewers, who have won five of six,
had only two hits going into the ninth before getting four
straight with one out against reliever Brandon Maurer (0-3).
Travis Shaw, who missed the previous two games with a
swollen right index finger, started the rally with a double.
Domingo Santana reached on a single that glanced off the
glove of leaping shortstop Erick Aybar, and Bandy hit a bounc-
er up the middle to score Shaw. Jacob Barnes (1-0) pitched the
eighth for the win, and Corey Knebel earned his second save.

MARINERS 4, ATHLETICS 0
Christian Bergman pitched two-hit ball into the eighth

inning for the best start of his career, Jean Segura extended his
hitting streak to 16 games with a two-run single and Seattle
blanked Oakland. Bergman (1-1) held the Athletics hitless until
the fifth in his first win since May 5, 2016, with Colorado
against San Francisco. He had a career-high nine strikeouts
and tied James Paxton for the most in a game by a Mariners
pitcher this year. Nelson Cruz drove in two runs for the
Mariners, who took two of three in the series. Jesse Hahn (1-3)
gave up four runs - three earned - in five innings. Oakland has
lost five of six. — AP

Kershaw wins 20th game vs Giants

SAN FRANCISCO: Los Angeles Dodgers’ Yasiel Puig swings for a two run single off San Francisco Giants’ Johnny Cueto in
the sixth inning of a baseball game. —AP 
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BANGALORE: Kolkata Knight Riders face Mumbai
Indians for a shot at a final berth in the Indian
Premier League after Gautam Gambhir powered his
team to a win over Sunrisers Hyderabad early yes-
terday. Rain reduced the second innings of the elim-
inator match to six overs, with KKR given a 48-run
target under the Duckworth-Lewis method.

Gambhir remained unbeaten with a top-score of
32, leading his team to a seven-wicket victory with
four balls to spare. Australian Nathan Coulter-Nile
won man of the match award for three wickets earli-
er on Wednesday in an inspired bowling perform-

ance against the Sunrisers. Nile and other KKR
bowlers, particularly Sunil Narine and Umesh Yadav,
restricted Hyderabad to 128-7 in their 20 overs on a
seemingly slow track.

Hyderabad skipper David Warner top-scored
with 37 runs but all Hyderabad batsmen struggled
to get quick runs against KKR’s measured perform-
ance on the field.  Showers interrupted even before
KKR could begin their reply, shortening the second
innings which only started past midnight, early
Thursday.  Sunrisers’ began their bowling perform-
ance on a high, with Indian seamer Bhuvneshwar

Kumar taking two wickets, including a run out, in
the very first over of KKR’s reply. 

Kolkata also lost Robin Uthappa in the next over
before Gambhir, one of the most consistent per-
formers this IPL season, took charge of the team’s
run chase. KKR face Mumbai today for a chance to
play Rising Pune Supergiant. Since its debut in 2008
the shorter-format league has evolved into India’s
most popular sporting event, filling stadiums and
attracting TV audiences well beyond that enjoyed
by Test and one-day competitions in the cricket-
mad country. — AFP 

KKR face Mumbai for IPL final berth

OTTAWA: Mike Hoffman and his Ottawa Senators teammates
heard all the chatter on social media about their style of play,
which some perceived as “boring.” Their response was emphatic.
Marc Methot, Derick Brassard and Zack Smith scored in a 2:18
span midway through the first period to chase Pittsburgh goalie
Marc-Andre Fleury out of the game as the Senators beat the
Penguins 5-1 on Wednesday night to take a 2-1 lead in the NHL
Eastern Conference finals.

Hoffman opened the scoring 48 seconds in, and the Senators
blew it open against the sluggish Penguins a few minutes later
with the fastest three goals in team playoff history. Kyle Turris
made it 5-0 late in the second period.

“If we played a run-and-gun game that maybe some people
would rather watch, we probably wouldn’t be here,” Hoffman said
after routing the defending Stanley Cup champs. “So we use our
assets and that’s what works.” Sidney Crosby ended Craig
Anderson’s shutout bid with a power-play goal in the third.
Pittsburgh has scored a goal in each game in the series, dropping
the opener 2-1 in overtime and winning the second 1-0.

“It was a bad start,” Crosby said. “You don’t want to get down
at any point, but to get down 4-0 is digging a pretty big hole.”
Anderson finished with 25 saves. Fleury allowed four goals on
nine shots, and Matthew Murray made 19 saves in relief. Game 4 is
Friday night in Ottawa. Coach Guy Boucher has insisted on an
extremely defensive style from the day he took over the Senators
last May. It took until December for the team to fully embrace it,
but that’s when everyone knew where they needed to be on the
ice and what their responsibility was.

“At this level, you do what the coach says,” said Hoffman, who
also played for Boucher in the Quebec Major Junior Hockey
League. “We’re workers here. We don’t decide which system is put
in place. We just have to go out there and execute it and do our
job. “That’s what we’re here to do.” Hosting their first Eastern
Conference final game in 10 years, the Sens came out flying.
Hoffman got it going by capitalizing on Turris’ shot that bounced
awkwardly wide of the goal. Hoffman stuffed the shot, standing to
the left of the goal, just between the post and right pad of Fleury.

Offensive pressure 
Brassard got the first of three when he snatched Erik Karlsson’s

dump-in and swung wide of the Pittsburgh goal. Bobby Ryan
eventually gained possession down low and found Methot with a
crafty pass. While his initial shot was stopped, the rebound
bounced off Penguins defenseman Ian Cole and into the net. It
was the second goal of the playoffs for Methot after he went
scoreless in 68 games during the regular season.

Brassard added his fourth of the postseason less than two min-
utes later, taking advantage of the Senators’ offensive zone pressure
before slipping behind the aging Mark Streit for the shot that beat
Fleury. “We’re not bothered by what’s said about our team,” Brassard
said. “Our focus is on what we need to do.” Streit was making his
playoff debut for the increasingly battered Pens, who lost Justin
Schultz and Bryan Rust to upper-body injuries in Game 2. Pittsburgh,
which did get Trevor Daley back from injury, also remained without
injured winger Patric Hornqvist as well as No. 1 defenseman Kris
Letang, who’s out for the season with a neck ailment. — AP 

Senators chase Fleury, 
pummel Penguins 5-1 

OTTAWA: Craig Anderson #41 of the Ottawa Senators makes a save against Evgeni Malkin #71 of the Pittsburgh Penguins dur-
ing the second period in Game Three of the Eastern Conference Final during the 2017 NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs at Canadian
Tire Centre. — AFP 

Lehmann plays
down Ashes

strike threat
SYDNEY: National coach Darren Lehmann admit-
ted yesterday a bitter pay dispute will be a distrac-
tion for Australia at next month’s ICC Champions
Trophy, but played down a boycott of this year’s
Ashes series. Cricket Australia and the Australian
Cricketers’ Association are locked in a tense stand-
off over the long-running talks, with vice-captain
David Warner warning of a strike during the show-
piece series against England, starting in November.

Lehmann conceded the players’ full focus
wasn’t on the Champions Trophy in England and
Wales, but said he was confident there would be
no Ashes disruption. “I’d hope not as a fan. I’m sure
that won’t happen,” he told reporters in Brisbane,
adding that he was in regular contact about the
issue with Australian captain Steve Smith, currently
playing for Rising Pune Supergiant in the Indian
Premier League. “We’ve spoken quite a lot, on
many issues at the moment,” Lehmann said. “He’s
really looking forward to getting the lads back
together. There’s been a lot of emails and text
messages around the place.

“He is (in good spirits). He’s been there (in India)
for four months and hasn’t been home. But he’s
ready to go.” Warner said this week players would
not back down from their demand that CA keep its
current revenue-sharing pay arrangement and
cautioned they might walk out on the Ashes if rela-
tions became strained further. Lehmann said he
would address the matter once the entire squad
for the Champions Trophy was together.

“You have to do that. You have to keep commu-
nication open so we know what direction every-
one’s going,” he said. “It is going to be a bit of a
distraction, there’s no doubt about that. “Just get-
ting together and working it out is the way to go.
There’s no panic, it’s just about the two parties get-
ting together.” CA chairman David Peever has
rejected the ACA’s request for the bodies to try
mediation.

“While CA absolutely shares your stated desire
for a new agreement ... it seems extraordinary to
be considering the involvement of a mediator
before the ACA has attempted to negotiate,”
Peever said in correspondence to the ACA. “The
approach the ACA has taken in demanding certain
preconditions be met before it is prepared to
begin negotiations is the fundamental reason why
no progress has been made to date.”

The two bodies have been at loggerheads for
more than six months. CA is determined to scrap
revenue-sharing after 20 years, saying more funds
were needed for the game’s grassroots, and that
its offer provided handsomely for players. The
ACA is equally resolved to keep revenue-sharing,
saying the system was not broken and did not
need fixing. The notional deadline is June 30,
when the current memorandum of understand-
ing expires. — AFP 
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BOSTON: LeBron James #23 of the Cleveland Cavaliers handles the ball in the second half against the Boston Celtics dur-
ing Game One of the 2017 NBA Eastern Conference Finals at TD Garden. —AFP 

OAKLAND: The Golden State Warriors’ rare unbeat-
en start this postseason doesn’t necessarily mean
they’re on their way to a title. Golden State is just
the fifth NBA team to win its first 10 playoff games
in a given postseason. Only two of the four teams
that previously achieved the feat went on to win
the title. The Warriors aren’t getting caught up in
talk about where they might rank in history if they
continue this run. They say they’re focusing on
continuing to get better and the next game against
the San Antonio Spurs in the Western Conference
finals.

“We feel like we like our chances against any-
body, no matter (who) is on the court,” Warriors
forward Kevin Durant said Tuesday night after a
136-100 victory over the Spurs, who played with-
out injured All-Star forward Kawhi Leonard. “That’s
the confidence we have. But we’ve got to be ready
Game 3. We know they’re probably going to be full
strength in Game 3 and ready to play us. Here’s a
look at the other four teams that had the best
starts in playoff history.

1989 - LOS ANGELES LAKERS (11-0)
The Lakers followed up a 57-25 regular season

by carrying an unbeaten postseason record into
the Finals as they sought their third straight title.
But after sweeping Portland, Seattle and Phoenix
to win the Western Conference title, the Lakers
were swept by the Detroit Pistons in the Finals. The
Lakers’ title hopes suffered a devastating blow
when Magic Johnson injured his hamstring in
Game 2 of the Finals. Johnson started Game 3 but
played only five minutes before missing the rest of
the series.

2001 - LOS ANGELES LAKERS (11-0)
The Lakers dropped only one game the entire

postseason on their way to winning a second
straight championship. The Lakers would win a
third straight crown the following year. Shaquille
O’Neal and Kobe Bryant led a Lakers team that
swept Portland, Sacramento and San Antonio in
the Western Conference playoffs. After losing 107-
101 at home to Philadelphia in the first game of the
NBA Finals, the Lakers beat the 76ers four straight
times to clinch the title.

2012 - SAN ANTONIO SPURS (10-0)
After  sweeping Utah and the Los  Angeles

Cl ippers ,  San Antonio took a  2-0  lead over
Oklahoma City in the Western Conference finals.
But the Spurs wouldn’t win another game as the
Thunder beat San Antonio four straight times to
claim the Western Conference title. Oklahoma City
went on to lose in five games to Miami in the NBA
Finals.

2016 - CLEVELAND CAVALIERS (10-0)
The Cavaliers swept Detroit and Atlanta in the

first two rounds of the postseason and took a quick
2-0 lead over Toronto in the Eastern Conference
finals before losing five of its next eight playoff
games. Cleveland won a six-game series with
Toronto but fell behind Golden State 3-1 in the
NBA Finals before LeBron James and Kyrie Irving
rallied the Cavaliers to the title. Cleveland also has
swept its first two playoff opponents this year as it
enters the Eastern Conference finals with Boston,
marking the first time a team has started out 8-0 in
two straight postseasons.— AP 

Warriors 5th
team to start

playoffs at 10-0

LeBron, Love help Cavs 
rout Celtics in Game 1

BOSTON: So much for the Cavaliers
being rusty. LeBron James embar-
rassed every defender Boston threw
at him and Cleveland picked up
where it left off following a long lay-
off, roll ing to a 117-104 victory
Wednesday night in Game 1 of the
NBA Eastern Conference finals. James
had 38 points, nine rebounds and
seven assists.

Kevin Love added a playoff career-
high 32 points and had 12 rebounds
to help the Cavaliers improve to 9-0
in the first three rounds of the play-
offs. They opened 10-0 last season en
route to their first NBA title. “It was
our two bigs that set the tone - Kev
and Double-T (Tristan Thompson),
they were phenomenal,” James said.
“I saw it in Kev this morning. I knew
what type of game he was going to
have. So he came through for us.” But
there’s no denying it has started with
James, who has scored at least 35
points in five straight games.

HIGH LEVEL
Cavaliers coach Tyronn Lue said

James’ efficiency continued to make
things easier for everyone on both
ends. “He’s playing at a high level.
And that’s the reason why we’re rid-
ing him so much,” Lue said. “When
LeBron’s playing at that level other
guys just have to be solid and we
have a good chance to win.” Game 2
is Friday night in Boston.

Coming off a 10-day break, James
and Cavaliers raced to an early lead
were never threatened. “You can’t dig
yourself in a big hole like that against
them,” Boston coach Brad Stevens
said. James scored at will in the first
half and the Cavs built a 26-point
lead. Love opened up the floor for
James, burying outside jumpers and
forcing Boston to leave defenders
one-on-one with James. Avery
Bradley and Jae Crowder led the
Celtics with 21 points each. Isaiah
Thomas had 17 points. Coming off a
Game 7 victory over Washington on
Monday night, Boston missed 11 of its
first 14 shots.

“They were the better team
tonight. The hit us first. They were
more physical,” Thomas said. “We
can’t let that happen again.” Love
averaged a quiet 13.8 points in the
first two rounds, then broke out
against a Boston team that knocked
him out of the 2015 playoffs when he
became tangled with Kelly Olynyk
and dislocated his shoulder.  The
shoulder was working just fine
Wednesday, and he scored in the
paint and from the outside.

DICTATE THE GAME 
“We wanted to come in and set the

tone and dictate the game. We felt
like we did a good job doing that,”
Love said.  “It  wasn’t just me.
Everybody was moving the ball, pass-

ing the ball well.” Things got a little
testy in the third quarter when
Boston’s Marcus Smart and
Cleveland’s Thompson got nose-to-
nose and had to be separated by ref-
erees. Some jawing continued briefly
before James stepped in to pull
Thompson away.

Smart and Thompson were called
for a double foul on the play, but got
tangled again a few minutes later.
This time, Smart fell to the floor dur-
ing that exchange, drawing a foul on
Thompson. The Celtics found some
energy after the incident, closing the
third quarter on an 11-3 run to pull
to 92-75. It didn’t last long, though,
as the Cavs quickly got the lead back
up to 20.

James picked apart every defender
that the Celtics threw at him in the
first half. He backed down defenders
to set up 15-foot fade away jumpers.
Other times, he simply took defend-
ers off the dribble or sliced through
double-teams on the way to layups.
Boston also seemed content to make
every switch created by Cleveland
screens, leading to some awkward
matchups for James in the first half.
The Celtics couldn’t get anything
working when they had the ball, held
to just 35 percent from the field in the
first half and 2 for 16 from beyond the
arc.  Since Game 5 of NBA finals,
Cleveland has won a franchise-record
12 straight playoff games. —AP 
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STOCKHOLM: Swedish football authorities
postponed yesterday’s top-flight game
between IFK Gothenburg and AIK following
a match-fixing attempt that included “veiled
threats”. An AIK player had been offered “a
large sum of money” in exchange for trying
to ensure that they lose, the Swedish
Football Federation said.

“This is a very serious attack against
Swedish football and we will never, never
accept this,” Hakan Sjostrand, secretary gen-
eral of the federation, said in a statement.

“With veiled threats, the fixer demanded
that the player perform badly during the
match against IFK Gothenburg,” the state-
ment added. IFK Gothenburg’s sports chief
Mats Green identified the player as AIK’s
Greek-Canadian goalkeeper Kenny
Stamatopoulos, Green told the daily
Goteborgs-Posten. Stockholm-based AIK
refused to comment on the issue during a
press conference. The football federation
found out about the fixing attempt on
Wednesday and informed AIK, IFK

Gothenburg and the police, who have
launched an investigation.

“The starting point for all of our games is
that they’re safe and conducted in a sport-
ing manner,” Sjostrand said. “Based on the
information we’ve received, we cannot
guarantee that the IFK Gothenburg and AIK
game is a safe match.” The two teams, along
with the Swedish association, are expected
to agree on a new date for the match. 

Several match-fixing allegations have
emerged in recent years in Sweden, with

investigations not always resulting in a con-
clusion. IFK Gothenburg are Sweden’s sec-
ond-most successful club and the only one
to have won a European title (the UEFA Cup
in 1982 and 1987). However, the club has
had a difficult start to this season and are
11th in the championship after eight games.
AIK are sixth. In 2015, a Serbian player in the
Swedish second division was given a sus-
pended jail sentence and fined over
attempts to bribe three opponents to play
badly before a match. — AFP 

Swedish top-flight game postponed after fixing 

MONACO: Teenage star Kylian Mbappe helped Monaco
secure their first Ligue 1 title in 17 years with his 15th goal of
the season in Wednesday’s 2-0 victory at home to Saint-
Etienne. The 18-year-old raced clear of the visiting defence to
nervelessly roll in the opening goal after 19 minutes at the
Stade Louis II as Paris Saint-Germain’s four-year reign as
French champions came to an end. Valere Germain added a
second with the final kick of the match.

“We can finally say we are champions. I’m very proud of this
team, of these players. It’s a dream for me, I’m very happy,”
Monaco captain Radamel Falcao told Canal+. Leonardo Jardim’s
side were effectively guaranteed the title after Sunday’s 4-0 win
over Lille due to their vastly superior goal difference and need-
ed just a point to secure an eighth league crown. Monaco’s 11th
straight victory bumped them up to 92 points, six ahead of PSG,
and they can match the capital club’s single-season record of 30
wins in Saturday’s final game at Rennes.

“We’ve been able to hold on all the way against teams like
Paris and Nice who kept up with the pace until the end,” said
Mbappe.  “Unfortunately for them but luckily for us, we’re
the ones leaving with the trophy.” Not since Claude Puel
guided a squad featuring Fabien Barthez, David Trezeguet
and Willy Sagnol to the 1999-2000 title had Monaco been
crowned kings of France. Saint-Etienne held Monaco to a 1-1
draw in October, but Christophe Galtier’s side arrived in the
principality low on confidence after their 5-0 thrashing by
PSG and decimated by injury.

Germain caps triumph 
Mbappe’s meteoric rise this season has seen him torment

some of Europe’s leading clubs and it was hardly surprising
the teenager made the crucial breakthrough after a cautious
start. Stephane Ruffier palmed away a Mbappe snapshot with
the first real chance, but there was little he could do moments
later when the striker latched onto Radamel Falcao’s threaded
pass and calmly rounded the Saint-Etienne goalkeeper before
slotting home.

Monaco were far from their free-flowing best which had
seen them rack up over 100 goals in the league this term, with
Danijel Subasic forced to save from a Florentin Pogba header.
However Falcao came close to providing Monaco with added
breathing space when his powerful header from a corner was
superbly kept out by Ruffier.

Saint-Etienne youngster Arnaud Nordin charged through
the left-hand side of the Monaco defence after setting off from
inside his own half, but his effort lacked the pace to trouble
Subasic. Jordan Veretout then skipped beyond Subasic follow-
ing Henri Saivet’s through ball, but Poland international Kamil
Glik recovered in time to deny the on-loan Aston Villa mid-
fielder. Germain should have sealed the victory on 74 minutes
when Mbappe slid the ball across only for the Monaco acade-
my product to shin wide with Ruffier well out of the picture.
But he made amends deep into stoppage time as Thomas
Lemar sprang a counter-attack that left Germain with the sim-
plest of tap-ins to complete a memorable evening. — AFP 

Cash in or keep going: 
What next for Monaco?
PARIS: For Monaco, after the euphoria of a league title won in
brilliant style will come the realization that this could be the start
of a glorious era. A thrilling young team coached by Leonardo
Jardim clinched the Ligue 1 title on Wednesday, ending Paris
Saint-Germain’s recent domination of the French game. Having
made the capital its home for four seasons, the trophy goes to
the Mediterranean principality for the eighth time, the first since
2000 and the days of David Trezeguet. 

In the intervening period, Monaco have gone from the highs
of a Champions League final to the low of a stint in Ligue 2, but
they have now struck gold with a group of players around whom
Europe’s ogres are circling.  Teen sensation Kylian Mbappe has
taken France and Europe by storm, while Radamel Falcao has
gone from busted flush to a 30-goal striker once again. Bernardo
Silva was nominated for France’s player of the year prize and the
likes of Thomas Lemar, Tiemoue Bakayoko and Benjamin Mendy
have been transformed from exciting youngsters into some of
the most coveted performers on the continent. 

Cut down to size by Juventus in the Champions League semi-
finals, at home they have racked up the goals at an alarming rate
to hold off PSG’s formidable challenge, becoming just the fifth
team ever to hit the 100 mark in a French season. “We are aware
that we have done something historic because the club had not
been champions for a long time,” said Mbappe. On the face of it,
Monaco’s championship triumph looks to be the culmination of
the project started when Russian billionaire Dmitry Rybolovlev
bought a controlling stake in December 2011.

At the time the club were languishing at the bottom of the
second division.  It has been an upward curve since, the renais-
sance stunning, but this triumph seemed unlikely when their
project changed dramatically just after Jardim’s arrival in 2014.
James Rodriguez was sold to Real Madrid, Falcao loaned out, and
Monaco went down the road of signing talented young players
who could be sold on for huge profit. 

After their run to the Champions League quarter-finals in
2015, Monaco sold Layvin Kurzawa, Aymen Abdennour, Yannick
Ferreira Carrasco, Geoffrey Kondogbia and Anthony Martial. But
no worry, they built again, their project overseen by vice-presi-
dent Vadim Vasilyev, a Russian former diplomat, and the current
crop has turned out even better. 

Will Mbappe stay? 
Close links to Portuguese super-agent Jorge Mendes have

helped, but a lot of homework has been done behind the scenes
to put together a side that has wrestled the title from PSG with a
comparative fraction of the budget.  “Hard work pays off. We are
seeing the success of everything that has been put in place,” said
Vasilyev recently.

“Some experts doubted the Monaco project, but it is a source
of great pride to see what Monaco have become today.” Given
the way in which Paris romped to the title last season, wrapping
it up in early March, Monaco’s championship triumph is enor-
mously refreshing.  For a club from a glitzy millionaire’s play-
ground this is no fairytale. Monaco are no minnows, but in a
modern game brutally dominated by an elite few, there is a risk
that a great side will be quickly torn apart.  Eighteen-year-old
Mbappe, dubbed the new Thierry Henry, has been linked to
Madrid and Manchester United. It will be difficult for Monaco to
resist an eye-watering offer.

Premier League clubs are keen on Bakayoko, a revelation after
a difficult first two years at the club, and Chinese clubs could
come back in for Falcao.  There will be comings and goings, but
how many changes are made is the key. Monaco face a dilemma
between cashing in and risking looking back at this season as a
glorious one-off, or keeping a team together and making this title
the first of many. — AFP 

Monaco claims their 1st  
French title in 17 years

MONACO: Monaco players celebrate at the end of their last French L1 football match Monaco (ASM) vs St Etienne (ASSE)
on May 17, 2017 at the “Louis II Stadium”. — AFP 
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ROME: Juventus’ players celebrate after winning the Italian Tim Cup final on May 17, 2017 at the Olympic stadium.— AFP 

ROME: Dani Alves and Leonardo
Bonucci struck one apiece as treble-
chasing Juventus secured a record third
successive Italian Cup with a 2-0 victory
over Lazio at the Stadio Olimpico on
Wednesday. Juventus, who won a
league and Cup double the past two
seasons, can clinch a record sixth con-
secutive Serie A title-and a record third
double-with victory at home to Crotone
on Sunday.

Massimiliano Allegri’s men also face
Real Madrid in the Champions League
final in Cardiff on June-and on this
showing the Spanish giants will have
cause for concern. Days after seeing
their title celebrations put on hold at the
Stadio Olimpico following a 3-1 defeat
to Lazio’s city rivals Roma, Juventus
were back their formidable best. And
Allegri said he expects more of the same
on Sunday.

“This win has given us a boost for
Sunday. We absolutely have to wrap up
the championship,” said Allegri. “The
lads delivered a great technical and
defensive performance that has more
than made up for last week against
Roma.” Bonucci said: “Sunday is another
final for us. We have to secure our sec-
ond objective of the season, then we’ll
all start looking to Cardiff.” 

Lazio, whose last trophy came from
their 2013 Cup triumph, had hoped to
emulate Roma by sending Juventus
back to Turin with their tails between
their legs. But despite a battling display

by Simone Inzaghi’s men, Lazio spurned
their few chances, and were outplayed
by the slick, passing play inspired by
Argentinian playmaker Paulo Dybala.

Inzaghi refused to fault his players,
saying: “There’s some bitterness, but we
came up against a top Juve side. “I’m
sorry we haven’t given joy to the fans
and the players, but we have to look
positively at our season. “We’ve quali-
fied for the Europa League with three
games to spare and, apart from that,
reaching the final is the best thing we’ve
done this season.” The sizeable Lazio
support were given hope in the opening
minutes when Keita Balde saw his shot
from a tight angle, which evaded ‘keep-
er Norberto Neto, come off the post. The
scare was enough to jolt Juve into life. 

ACROBATIC SAVE 
Argentina striker Gonzalo Higuain,

who went on to spurn several chances
to add to Juve’s tally, controlled well
outside the area and unleashed a volley
that Thomas Strakosha did well to block.
Strakosha pulled off an acrobatic save
out the bag to stop Paulo Dybala’s long-
range effort, the first of many in a per-
formance that underlined the 22-year-
old Albanian’s talents.

On the quarter-hour, Lazio piled on
the pressure, but when Balde’s cross
into the area went awry it sent Juventus
on a quick counter that left the capital
side exposed. Strakosha palmed
Dybala’s ferocious strike to safety, and

when it fell to Higuain three yards out
he kept the Argentina striker’s effort out
with his legs.

When Lazio were caught deep in
Juve territory soon after, it exacted a
heavier toll. Dybala struck the corner,
Alex Sandro flicked on towards the near
post and Bonucci had an easy job tap-
ping past Strakosha from close range.
Minutes before the interval, play was
waved on when Thomas Rincon was left
injured in midfield, and it almost paid off
for Lazio when Ciro Immobile sent a
header inches past Neto’s upright.

Juve resumed in similar fashion, a
combination of vertical passes between
Dybala and Higuain sending Mario
Mandzukic through until  the big
Croatian came down under a challenge
from Wallace. Inzaghi tinkered when he
replaced Angolan defender Bastos with
Brazilian forward Felipe Anderson, who
only seconds later forced a great parry
from Neto following an angled snap
shot. Anderson was involved again
when Lazio edged even closer, collect-
ing Dusan Basta’s smart ball to cross for
Immobile at the back post.

The striker rode on Chiellini’s back
to get his head to the ball, which came
off the defender and was somehow
kept out by an alert Neto. Juve should
have had more, but Dutch defender
Stefan De Vrij did well to stop Dybala
and Higuain spurned two great
chances late on to get his name on the
scoresheet. —AFP 

Treble-chasing Juve beat 
Lazio to win Italian Cup

MADRID: Real Madrid moved to within one point of winning
La Liga as Cristiano Ronaldo struck twice to beat Celta Vigo 4-
1 on Wednesday. The European champions lead Barcelona by
three points at the top of the table and now need to just avoid
defeat at Malaga on Sunday to secure their first league title in
five years. “We will go there to win the game,” insisted
Ronaldo. “We are Real Madrid, we are the best and we want to
be champions.”

Once again Ronaldo made the difference as he took his tal-
ly to 13 goals in his last eight games with early strikes in each
half. Iago Aspas was then controversially sent-off when he saw
a second yellow card for diving, but Celta halved the arrears
through John Guidetti’s deflected effort. However, Karim
Benzema and Toni Kroos rounded off the scoring to keep
Madrid on course for a La Liga and Champions League dou-
ble. “We played with incredible attitude and personality,” said
Madrid boss Zinedine Zidane. Ronaldo was starting his first La
Liga game away from home for nearly two months as in con-
trast to recent weeks, Zidane didn’t rotate his starting XI. The
Frenchman went with the same side that withstood an
Atletico Madrid revival to book their place in the Champions
League final a week ago.

And he was rewarded early on as Marcelo fed Isco and after
he was dispossessed on the edge of the area, Ronaldo
smashed the loose ball high into the net. “He has managed
things very well,” Ronaldo added on Zidane. “I feel good.
Everything is decided in the final weeks of the season and I am
doing well. I am scoring goals and helping the team.” Celta
have now lost eight of their last nine La Liga games having
concentrated on their run to the Europa League semi-finals
that was ended by Manchester United last week.

Penalty appeal 
However, they eliminated Madrid from the Copa del Rey

earlier this season and put the European champions to the
test once more. Daniel Wass stung the palms of Keylor Navas
with a fiercely struck free-kick before Aspas fired just wide
twice in quick succession. And Celta also had a penalty appeal
waived away before the break when Raphael Varane handled
inside his own area. “We scored early and then had 20 difficult
minutes,” added Zidane. “In the second-half we controlled the
game more because the first-half it was end-to-end which
isn’t our game.”

Having soaked up that pressure, a deadly Real counter-
attack doubled their advantage just three minutes into the
second period. Isco was again the provider as he surged
through the midfield before feeding Ronaldo to finish off the
inside of the post. More controversy ensued moments later
when referee Juan Martinez Munera showed Aspas a second
yellow card for diving when he appeared to have been
tripped by Sergio Ramos inside the area.

Despite their numerical disadvantage, Celta did manage to
pull a goal back when Guidetti’s effort deflected past the help-
less Navas off Ramos. However, the visitors went straight up
the other end and Marcelo’s low cross was tapped home by
Karim Benzema to restore Real’s two-goal cushion. Ronaldo
should have completed yet another hat-trick when he some-
how managed to fire wide with the goal gaping before he was
replaced with six minutes remaining. Even without him,
though, Madrid continued to stream forward and Kroos
rounded off the scoring with a cool turn and finish two min-
utes from time. — AFP 

Madrid within 
point of title

SOUTHAMPTON: Sergio Romero displayed
some eye-catching pre-Europa League final
form by saving a penalty as Manchester
United drew 0-0 at Southampton in their
penult imate Premier  League game on
Wednesday.  United manager  Jose
Mourinho has confirmed Romero will start
against Ajax in Stockholm next Wednesday
and his early save from Manolo Gabbiadini
helped the visitors stop the rot after succes-
s ive losses  to  Arsenal  and Tottenham
Hotspur.

The Argentina international, deputising
for the rested David de Gea, also produced

a string of saves early in the second half at
St  Mary’s  to  keep Claude Puel ’s
Southampton at bay. “We played a good
team, a team who tried to win and tried to
finish well. I think we did more than OK,”
Mourinho said. “Sergio had a very good per-
formance, more than very good. The team
wasn’t perfect, but individually they gave
me good things. They showed me they
want to be an option for the final.”

The result had no material impact on
United’s season, given they were already
guaranteed to f inish s ixth,  and means
Mourinho’s men have now drawn 15 times

this season. Mourinho is also guaranteed to
finish his first United season with fewer
league victories than either of  his  two
maligned predecessors, David Moyes and
Louis van Gaal, mustered in the previous
three seasons.

Southampton have now gone four top-
flight home games without scoring for the
first time and remain eighth, which is the
highest position they can hope to achieve
ahead of Sunday’s final game at home to
Stoke City. The game was only five minutes
old when an impulsive decision by Eric
Bailly, and some generous officiating, gifted

Southampton a chance to go ahead. After
sizing up Cedric’s crossfield pass as it sailed
towards him, Bailly inexplicably chose to
control  it  using his upper left  arm and
although he was outside the box, referee
Mike Dean pointed to the spot.

Fortunately  for  the Ivor ian,  Romero
spared his blushes, brilliantly throwing him-
self to his right to palm away Gabbiadini’s
low spot-kick. Eager to start afresh, Bailly
soon found himself in an advanced position
and after ghosting past Maya Yoshida and
Jack Stephens,  he bludgeoned a  shot
straight at Fraser Forster.—AFP 

Romero at the ready in Man United stalemate
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Lee Seung-Woo

SEOUL: South Korea have two
Barcelona players in their squad but all
the attention when the FIFA U20 World
Cup kicks off tomarrow will be on the
“Korean Messi”,  Lee Seung-Woo.
Midfielder Paik Seung-Ho is highly-rated
but Lee, who plays for Barcelona’s
Under-19 team known as Juvenil A, is
the one who has the national media giv-
ing daily updates on his fashion style
and choice of hairbands.

The original Lionel Messi won the
“Golden Ball” as the tournament’s best
player in 2005 along with the “Golden
Shoe” as top scorer in 2005 and has
been the inspiration for Lee ever since
he was spotted by the Spanish club
giants in 2010 and recruited the follow-
ing year. It is not just the dribbling, the
pace and the confidence that Lee, 19,
possesses that remind of the Argentine
star but his goalscoring exploits at
Barcelona. At the age of 13, he was
breaking Messi’s club records.

Diego Maradona was in Seoul in
March for the official  draw for the
tournament. “I have heard a lot about
Lee,”  sa id Maradona,  another
Argentine winner of the tournament
MVP award in 1979. “I look forward to
seeing what  he can do especial ly
against Argentina.” Korea have been
drawn with the South Americans in

Group A along with England and
opening day opponent Guinea. 

Sixteen of the 24 teams that start the
tournament will progress to the second
round, the top two teams from each of
the six groups and four of the best-per-
forming third-place finishers. “A football
team has 11 players on the pitch, but in
decisive moments, key players like Lee
and Paik need to step up and make
things happen,” said Choi Kang-Hee,
coach of 2016 AFC Champions League
winner Jeonbuk Motors. “Lee has the
ability to change a game and has the
makings of an excellent player.”

RAVE REVIEWS 
The young Taeguk Warriors reached

the last four back in 1984 and the last
eight twice in the last four tourna-
ments and need Lee to be on top form
if there is to be a chance of, at least,
matching those past performances. At
the moment, the player is looking
good. In Friday’s warm-up with South
American champion Uruguay, Lee
scored the first goal in a 2-0 win.
“Uruguay are a very strong team and it
is good to score against them and
good for us to get the win,” said Lee.
“We are focused on the first game of
the tournament with Guinea. They
have had good results in Africa and we

know they are skilful and physically
strong.  It will be a tough game.”

He does not however have a personal
target of goals for the tournament. “If
we can stay long in the tournament,
then I should have many opportunities
to score... if we give our best effort and
run more than our opponents, there will
be good results.  “We want to go all the
way and show what we are made of.”
Lee has been one of the biggest stars in
Korean football  since earning rave
reviews for Barcelona. 

He also shone in 2014 as South Korea
reached the final of Asia’s U16
Championship. He came to attention to
the wider world as Barcelona’s recruit-
ment of Lee led FIFA to hit the club with
a two-year transfer ban after for breach-
ing regulations for the transfer of
minors. Lee was subsequently unable to
play competitively for the club until he
turned 18 in January 2016.

That is all  in the past.  Lee has a
chance to show fans around the world,
and especially those in South Korea,
how accurate his nickname is. “Since I
joined Barcelona Juvenil A, my goal has
been to make it to the senior national
team and Barcelona FC,” said Lee. “I
want to challenge myself further after
leading the team to a win at the U20
World Cup.” — AFP 

‘Korean Messi’ carries 
U20 hopes of a nation

DOHA: With a little under 2,022 days until the Qatar
World Cup kicks-off, the tiny yet hugely ambitious Gulf
state will officially unveil the tournament’s first complet-
ed venue today. The Khalifa International Stadium-com-
plete with the much-talked-about cooling technology
that was central to Qatar’s controversial bid for the World
Cup-will host the country’s biggest domestic cup compe-
tition, The Emir Cup final.

On the pitch it will be a battle between arguably the coun-
try’s biggest teams, Al Sadd, skippered by Barcelona great
Xavi Hernandez, and Al Rayyan. But off the pitch, the stadium
will provide a solid example of Qatar’s progress for the World
Cup, a mere 2012 days before the tournament kicks-off.

“I think it is a source of immense joy and pride,” Nasser Al-
Khater, a senior figure at World Cup organising body, the
Supreme Committee for Delivery and Legacy, told AFP. “It’s a
stadium dear to our hearts, Khalifa Stadium, so we’re happy
that it’s the first stadium to be completed.”It’s real, it shows
you the progress you’ve been working hard on is actually
coming to reality. “And you can see it and you can feel it, it’s
tangible. It’s a thrill.”

NEW TECHNOLOGY 
The stadium was first built in 1976 and has just gone

through its second refurbishment. It will house 40,000 fans
during the World Cup, hosting matches played up to the
quarter-final stage. Significantly, it will also host the 2019
World Athletics Championships. As part of its revamp,
Khalifa includes technology that will provide air-condition-
ing for fans. Approximately 500 jet nozzles will blast out
cold air, keeping temperatures at around 23 degrees
Celsius (73 degrees Fahrenheit), for fans. Chilled water is
piped to the stadium from a cooling centre about one kilo-
metre from the stadium, then once it arrives,cold air is
pushed into the stadium. The man responsible for the sys-
tem, Qatar University’s Dr Saud Ghani, said he believed
Khalifa represented a world-first.

“There isn’t on earth, one open air, air-conditioned stadi-
um,” he said. Dr Ghani said the system at Khalifa would use
up to 40 per cent less energy than other cooling methods.
Ironically, it may not be used to regulate temperatures for
fans during the 2022 World Cup after FIFA decided to move
the tournament to Qatar’s winter in November and
December.

Triumphs and tragedy 
Khalifa is the scene of one of Qatar’s major sporting tri-

umphs, the 1992 Gulf Cup victory. It was also the stadium
where Saudi Arabia secured their first ever World Cup qualifi-
cation, with a thrilling 4-3 win over Iran. Khater would not
give a figure for the redevelopment of Khalifa, though one
estimate puts the cost at $90 million (82 million euros). Qatar
is spending up to $10 billion on stadiums and training
grounds, officials have said previously.

However, Khater denied reports earlier this year that the
country has slashed its budget by up to 40 per cent, claiming
the original figure needed for stadiums was an estimate only.
In February, Qatar’s finance minister Ali Shareef Al-Emadi said
the country was spending almost $500m every week on
major infrastructure projects for football’s biggest tourna-
ment. Khalifa’s rebuild has not been without tragedy though.
In January it was announced that Briton Zac Cox died in a fall
at the stadium. The revamp has occurred as Qatar has been
strongly criticised for the ill-treatment of its migrant work-
force-which numbers more than two million, claims the
country has largely rejected. —AFP 

Air-conditioned Qatar FIFA 
World Cup stadium ready

CHANGSHA: A top organiser of Russia’s
World Cup dismissed the threat of hooligan-
ism as “overblown” and “fake” yesterday
despite concerns after Russian fans went on
the rampage at Euro 2016. Alexander
Djordjadze, deputy CEO of the Russia 2018
organising committee, gave assurances that
fans would be safe at next year’s tournament
and blamed negative media coverage for stir-
ring up controversy.

Since well-prepared Russian hooligans
struck at Euro 2016 in France, one Russian leg-

islator has called for hooliganism to be made
legal and turned into a spectator sport. A
British documentary also filmed a leading
Russian hooligan warning fans to expect a
“festival of violence” next year, when Russia
hosts the World Cup for the first time. But
Djordjadze, speaking at the World Football
Forum in Changsha, China, said hooliganism
was “not a problem” for the World Cup.

“We don’t see any problems with the
hooligans. Hooliganism is more endemic for
the club football,” Djordjadze told AFP. “The

World Cup and Confederations Cup have
slightly different population groups coming
so we don’t see hooliganism as a security
threat.  “The security threat comes from ter-
rorism nowadays-but hooliganism is not a
problem.” Djordjadze said South Africa and
Brazil, the two last World Cup hosts in 2010
and 2014, also faced questions over security
but ultimately hosted successful World
Cups.”Of course it’s overblown,” he said, when
asked about the threat of fan violence. “It’s
overblown by press in certain countries.

“Honestly it’s such a miniscule issue com-
pared to preparations for the World Cup. But
the World Cup will be very secure, so we
encourage fans to come.” He added: “It will be
great if people follow their instincts and come
to the World Cup, and not listen to sometimes
fake and sometimes overblown news.”

Despite playing down the danger of hooli-
ganism, Djordjadze said the security presence
would be high in World Cup host cities, and
that Russia would make sure known offenders
cannot enter stadiums. —AFP 

World Cup hooligan threat ‘fake’ says Russian official
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Cavs rout Celtics 
117-104 in Game 1

Cavs rout Celtics 
117-104 in Game 1
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BOSTON: LeBron James #23
of the Cleveland Cavaliers
reacts after making a shot
in the first half against the
Boston Celtics during Game
One of the 2017 NBA
Eastern Conference Finals
at TD Gard. — AFP 
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