
THE HAGUE, Netherlands: The International Court of Justice
yesterday ordered Pakistan not to execute an Indian naval offi-
cer convicted of espionage and terrorism, in a case that has
further strained relations between the Asian neighbors. The
UN court ruled unanimously that Pakistan shouldn’t carry out
the death penalty on Kulbhushan Jadhav pending the out-
come of a case filed by India alleging that Pakistan breached
Jadhav’s right to consular assistance following his arrest last
year. Jadhav was convicted in Pakistan and sentenced to
death on April 10.

“Pakistan shall take all measures at its disposal to ensure
that Mr Jadhav is not executed,” court President Ronny
Abraham said at a hearing in the ornate, wood-paneled Great
Hall of Justice in The Hague. India’s external affairs minister,
Sushma Swaraj, tweeted that the “ICJ order has come as a huge
relief to the family of Kulbhushan Jadhav and people of India.”
Asian neighbors Pakistan and India have a history of bitter rela-
tions, and Jadhav’s death sentence has further strained ties.
Pakistan sought to play down the significance of the order.

“It’s a very basic thing which the court has done, given its
ruling on a provisional measure which is basically a procedural
process and I think that is about it,” said Pakistan’s ambassa-
dor to the Netherlands, Moazzam Ahmad Khan. “The court ...
has said nothing on the merits or the maintainability of the

case.” At hearings on Monday, India called Jadhav’s trial a
“serious miscarriage of justice” because he wasn’t allowed to
see Indian diplomats or choose his own defense lawyer. Indian
lawyers argued that those restrictions amounted to a breach
of the 1963 Vienna Convention on Consular Relations.

Pakistan argued that Jadhav’s rights weren’t breached and
that the court didn’t need to issue an urgent order to stay his
execution because it wasn’t imminent. A lawyer for Pakistan
added that a bilateral agreement allows either country to
decide on consular access in cases involving “political or secu-
rity” issues. Pakistani representative Mohammad Faisal on
Monday showed judges a copy of an Indian passport he said
Jadhav was carrying at the time of his detention, which bore
the name Hussein Mubarak Patel, calling it an “obvious indica-
tion of covert and illegal activity.” 

He said Jadhav “has confessed to having been sent by India
to wage terror on the innocent civilians and infrastructure of
Pakistan.” The case will take months or years to settle at the
United Nations’ highest judicial organ, so judges issued yes-
terday’s order to ensure that Jadhav isn’t executed before the
case ends. “I assure the nation that under the leadership of
Prime Minister (Narendra) Modi we will leave no stone
unturned” to save Jadhav, Swaraj tweeted. Rulings by the
court are final and binding on the countries involved. —AP
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MUMBAI: More than 80 girls went on a hunger strike
in northern India to protest the harassment they
faced on the way to school, drawing attention to the
dangerous commutes that are a key barrier to girls’
education in the country. The teenagers, from grades
nine and 10, ended the strike after eight days on
Wednesday, when the education minister of northern
Haryana state said he would add two grades to their
school so they would not have to go to another vil-
lage to complete their high school education.

The girls said they were harassed by young men
on motorbikes who made lewd comments, tugged at
their clothes and took pictures of them on their
mobile phones as they walked or cycled to school

every day. For grades 11 and 12, the girls would have
had to travel 3 km to another school. They had said
they would drop out, as the extra distance would
mean more harassment. “A principal has been
appointed, and admissions will start for the 2017-18
sessions yesterday itself for the new classes,” Haryana
education minister Ram Bilas Sharma told reporters.

Television images showed the girls, in blue and
white uniforms, slumped in the laps of their mothers
and other students before they ended their fast.
Some were hospitalized after they fainted. While liter-
acy levels in India have steadily climbed as enrolment
surged, the dropout rate remains high. About 18 per-
cent of students dropped out before grade 10,

according to official data. A survey by nonprofit Save
the Children found the dropout rate for girls is as
high as 70 percent.

That has led to an uneven national literacy rate of
65 percent for women compared to 82 percent for
men. Reasons for dropping out range from poverty to
lack of facilities such as toilets, which affect adoles-
cent girls more, said Soha Moitra, a director at non-
profit Child Relief and You (CRY) in Delhi. To address
these problems, officials passed the 2009 Right to
Education Act promoting free, compulsory education
for children up to age 14, and have introduced efforts
to build more toilets under a national cleanliness
campaign. —Reuters

THE HAGUE: Presiding judge Ronny Abraham of France, right, enters to read the World Court’s verdict in the
case brought by India against Pakistan in The Hague, Netherlands, yesterday. — AP
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Indian army to get first
howitzers in three decades

NEW DELHI: India will shortly take delivery of two M-777 ultra-
light howitzers, manufacturer BAE Systems said yesterday, the
country’s first such acquisition in over three decades after a
major corruption scandal in the 1980s. The equipment is a part
of a $750 million deal New Delhi signed with the US last year
to buy 145 howitzers as it seeks to modernize its artillery pro-
gram. India is seeking to update its ageing military hardware
with new kit worth tens of billions of dollars in the face of long-
standing tensions with regional rivals China and Pakistan. But
it has not bought new howitzers for the army since 1986, when
a deal to acquire 410 field guns from the Swedish arms giant
AB Bofors became mired in corruption allegations. 

The latest deal, worth nearly 50 billion rupees, was signed
last year and will see 25 guns being delivered in ready-to-use
condition with the rest being assembled by BAE Systems in
India. “We are pleased to confirm that the first two weapon
systems will land in India ahead of schedule over this week-
end,” a BAE Systems spokesperson said in a statement yester-
day. India had been in discussions since 2012 to buy the
artillery guns manufactured by BAE Systems through the US
Foreign Military Sales program, but agreement was held up by
issues of cost and manufacturing. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said he wants foreign
manufacturers that win lucrative defense deals to invest in
India by partnering with local firms. Most of the howitzers in
the latest deal will be assembled by BAE Systems in India in
partnership with Mahindra Aerospace. The weapons will be
used by the army’s mountain artillery divisions along India’s
high-altitude frontiers particularly along the border with China
in the east of the country.   —AFP 

Indian cabinet approves
plans to build 10
nuclear reactors 

NEW DELHI: India’s cabinet approved plans on
Wednesday to build 10 nuclear reactors with a combined
capacity of 7,000 megawatts (MW), more than the coun-
try’s entire current capacity, to try fast-track its domestic
nuclear power program. The decision by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s government marks the first strategic
response to the near collapse of Westinghouse, the US
reactor maker that had been in talks to build six of its
AP1000 reactors in India.

Westinghouse, owned by Japan’s Toshiba, filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy in March after revealing billions of
dollars in cost overruns at its US projects, raising doubts
about whether it can complete the India deal. India has
installed nuclear capacity of 6,780 MW from 22 plants and
plans to add another 6,700 MW by 2021-22 through proj-
ects currently under construction. The 10 additional reac-
tors would be the latest design of India’s Pressurized
Heavy Water Reactor.

“This project will bring about substantial economies of
scale and maximize cost and time efficiencies by adopting
fleet mode for execution,” the government said in a state-
ment. “It is expected to generate more than 33,400 jobs in
direct and indirect employment. With manufacturing
orders to domestic industry, it will be a major step towards
strengthening India’s credentials as a major nuclear manu-
facturing powerhouse.” —Reuters


