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MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte said yesterday
he wanted to behead opponents of his drug war and warned
50,000 people could die in the crackdown, after rejecting
European Union aid in response to its criticism of the killings.
Duterte insisted he would not be intimidated by criticism of the
drug war, which rights groups have said could be a crime
against humanity. “Don’t trust those human rights (critics), if
you do I will cut off both your heads,” Duterte said in a speech
to inaugurate a bridge in the southern Philippines.

“I will not be influenced by any fear. Jail me. So jail me. If
they say I should be jailed, okay. Fine. I’ll pay the price.”
Duterte said human rights activists had alleged that 10,000
people had died in his drug war since he came to power in the
middle of last year, but warned of many more deaths in his
quest to eradicate drugs in society.”Make that 50,000. I will
really finish them off. And even if I go to hell, I can rot in
prison. I do not mind. I am old.”

Duterte’s comments came shortly after his spokesman said
the Philippines would refuse European Union grants that “inter-
fered” with its internal affairs. The European Union has been
one of the most vocal international critics of the drug war. “The
president has approved the recommendation of the depart-
ment of finance not to accept grants... from the EU that may
allow it to interfere with the internal policies of the Philippines,”
presidential spokesman Ernesto Abella told reporters.

Abella said one grant had already been declined for having

“objectionable” conditions attached to it, although he refused
to elaborate. The European Union is the Philippines’ eighth
biggest source of aid, with assistance last year worth $217 mil-
lion, according to government data. Much of the aid is spent
on projects to help end Muslim and communist insurgencies in
the southern Philippines. It was not clear how much money
was in jeopardy.

Abella said humanitarian aid would still be accepted but the
EU ambassador to Manila, Franz Jessen, said the decision
impacted 250 million euros ($278 million) in grants. Economic
secretary Ernesto Pernia added to the confusion by saying the
announcement of rejecting aid may just be a response by
Duterte to the criticism and he may retract it.

Angry responses    
Duterte, 72, has repeatedly criticized European lawmakers

and the EU for condemning his drug war. The European Union
has said it is reviewing Philippine exports’ duty-free status
because of rights concerns, which also include Duterte’s plans
to bring back the death penalty and lower the age of criminal
responsibility to nine. Duterte last year used vulgar language
and raised his middle finger in response to a European parlia-
ment statement expressing concern over the killings. The
German government also expressed concern after Duterte last
year drew parallels between his drug war and the Holocaust
perpetrated by Adolf Hitler’s Nazi Germany. —AFP
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MANILA: A 500 Euro bill, second row, and other country notes are displayed on a tarpaulin outside a money changer in
Manila, Philippines yesterday. — AP

South Korean President

vows to reopen probe

into 1980 massacre

SEOUL, South Korea: South Korea’s new liberal president
vowed yesterday to reopen an investigation into the govern-
ment’s role in the violent suppression of a 1980 democratic
uprising in the city of Gwangju that killed hundreds, as he fur-
ther distanced himself from his ousted conservative predeces-
sor. An emotional President Moon Jae-in made the comments
during an event in Gwangju marking the anniversary of the
massacre, which he called the “saddest and most painful
moment” in the country’s recent history.

Moon is the first president to attend the anniversary in four
years. Former President Park Geun-hye, the daughter of military
dictator Park Chung-hee who ruled the country in the 1960s
and ‘70s, avoided the event after attending during her first year
as president in 2013. Former military strongman Chun Doo-
hwan, who seized power months after Park’s death in 1979, was
convicted in 1996 on a broad range of criminal charges, includ-
ing bribery, treason and orchestrating the crackdown on the
Gwangju protesters.  He was pardoned in late 1997 and denied
responsibility for the bloody crackdown in a memoir published
in March, saying he never ordered his troops to fire at the pro-
testers. Moon wiped away tears as he listened to a speech by a
daughter of one of the Gwangju victims and unexpectedly
stepped up the stage as she left. In a speech, Moon promised a
more thorough investigation into the actions of Chun’s soldiers,
including their alleged use of a military helicopter to fire with a
machine gun at protesters.

“The new government will invest greater effort into fully
revealing the truth surrounding the May 18 democracy move-
ment,” Moon said. “We will at any cost unveil the truth and
responsibilities behind the shootings.” Government figures
show about 200 people were killed during the suppression,
which involved police, paratroopers and tanks dispatched by
Chun, but activists say the actual toll was much higher.

Moon, a longtime human rights attorney, took office on May
10 after winning an election to replace Park, who was removed
from office and arrested in March over allegations of corruption
and abuse of power that could potentially send her to jail for
life. In another move that symbolized a sharp break from past
conservative governments, Moon led the crowd of thousands in
singing “March Song for My Dear,” a 1980s protest song that
became an anthem for the country’s struggle toward democra-
cy and has often been sung at protests. —AP

GWANGJU: South Korean President Moon Jae-in, speaks
during the 37th annual May 18 Democratic Uprising
memorial at the Gwangju National Cemetery in Gwangju,
South Korea yesterday. — AP

TAIPEI: A Taiwanese man was arrested yesterday
for decapitating his sister in front of horrified
neighbors, a week after another killer was jailed
for beheading a three-year-old girl in the street.
The brutal crimes have shocked the largely peace-
ful island. The 54-year-old man, identified by his
family  name Lin,  beheaded his  s ister  with a
kitchen knife outside their home in southern
Kaohsiung city after an argument, police said. 

Lin and his sister, 52, were both unmarried and
lived together in southern Kaohsiung city. He had
been taking care of the mentally-ill woman for

many years, police added. “She was supposed to
go to the hospital this morning and they quar-
reled when she refused. Lin then attacked her
with a kitchen knife and severed her neck,” an
officer said. 

Local television quoted an eyewitness as saying
the woman had knelt and pleaded for her life
while neighbors screamed when they saw her sev-
ered head on the pavement. In the previous killing
of the three-year-old girl, schizophrenic Wang
Ching-yu decapitated the child in public near a
metro station in Taipei last year, fighting off her

mother and passers-by who tried to stop him. He
escaped the death penalty in court last week. 

Wang’s case sparked fresh debate over the death
penalty for child killers and there were protests call-
ing for capital punishment. He claimed that he had
hallucinated he was a Chinese emperor from Sichuan
province and believed that killing the girl would
bring him concubines to “carry on his family line”,
local media reported. Prosecutors called the crime
extremely cold-blooded and demanded the death
penalty. But a district court sentenced Wang to life in
prison due to his “mental handicap”. —AFP 
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