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‘Resident Evil’ lays
zombies to rest 

after 15 grisly years

Like a horde of undead, “Resident Evil” has shuffled relent-
lessly forward over six films, taking a fleshy $1.2 billion
chunk from movie-goers to become the biggest ever cine-

matic video game tie-in. Unlike the eviscerated victims of the
franchise’s bloodthirsty genetically modified flesh-eaters, how-
ever, the creators of “Resident Evil” are going out on their own
terms. Director Paul WS Anderson has said the DVD and Blu-ray
of “Resident Evil: The Final Chapter,” released this week, will be
the last offering from a series that has been savaged by critics
but adored by its loyal devotees.

When the idea for the first film, “Resident Evil,” germinated
from a marathon gaming session at the turn of the millennium,
the world wasn’t exactly crying out for another video game
turned into a movie. “It was a movie that was made against the
odds. It was made outside of the studio system with no
American involvement,” Anderson, 53, told AFP. “At our very first
test screening, if we hadn’t scored really very high, the movie
was going to go straight to DVD and there would have been no
franchise.”

At that stage, around a dozen game adaptations had already
been tried, starting with “Super Mario Bros.” in 1993. A few-the
first two “Pokemon” films, “Lara Croft: Tomb Raider” and
Anderson’s own “Mortal Kombat”-did very respectable business
at the box office but all were panned by critics.

‘Ground Zero’ 
Japanese developer Capcom’s blood-spattered “Resident

Evil” had grown into a global phenomenon however and
Anderson felt it could buck the trend. The 52-year-old British
writer-director cut himself off from the world to immerse himself
in the game, emerging bleary-eyed two weeks later with an idea
for a movie. “I felt it was way ahead of the curve. It was talking
about things that people weren’t paying any attention to, this
idea of corporate malfeasance and the fact that your govern-
ment probably wasn’t looking after your best interests,” he said. 

The movie, based loosely on the first two video games fol-
lows a special ops unit as it fights a powerful, out-of-control
supercomputer and hundreds of scientists who have mutated
into flesh-eating creatures after a laboratory accident.
Anderson shot almost the entire movie in Berlin but was mid-
air  on the way to f i lming the f inal  scene in Canada on
September 11, 2001 when two planes slammed into the World
Trade Center in New York. “I was one of the last flights out of
New York to Toronto, and we ended up just closing down the
shoot and doing it a month later, because it became a no-fly
zone,” said Anderson, who produced all six chapters, directing
the first and the final three.  “Originally the movie was called
‘Resident Evil: Ground Zero.’ We obviously had to change that.”
“Resident Evil” (2002) was an immediate hit, more than tripling
its $33 million budget, and the trend throughout its sequels
has been an upward trajectory towards the $312 million box
office receipts of “The Final Chapter.” — AFP

This file photo shows actress Milla Jovovich (left) and
her husband, writer/director, Paul WS Anderson arriv-
ing at the premiere of Sony Pictures Releasing’s
“Resident Evil: The Final Chapter” at the Regal LA Live
Theatres in Los Angeles, California. — AFP 

Al ien creator Ridley Scott said
Wednesday he hoped to make
movie-goers ponder life’s bigger

questions through his latest contribution
to the “Alien” sci-fi blockbuster franchise-
but also to scare them senseless. The veter-
an British director, who made the ground-
breaking original movie in the long-run-
ning action horror series in 1979, is ready-
ing to release the sixth film, “Alien
Covenant,” in the United States today.

“It’s (about) origin of the species, and
have we failed or have we not failed? And
are we going to correct ourselves? Sounds
highbrow, doesn’t it? But this thing will still
scare the shit out of them,” he told AFP,
summing up the movie.  The 79-year-old
director offered his thoughts on his latest
project and filmmaking in general ahead of
becoming the 304th star to sink his hand-
prints and footprints into cement at the
TCL Chinese Theatre, a tradition for
Hollywood’s creme de la creme.

Scott chose the occasion to rail against
the California tax system, which he said
was not encouraging filmmakers who have
left over the years to return to Hollywood.
Nine projects-including Fox series “Scream
Queens” and “American Horror Story”-were
allocated a total of $37.6 million in tax
breaks last year as part of an expanded
scheme designed to attract studios back.

But Scott told AFP it was “a pity” that
California couldn’t stretch to the kind of

rebates that have been successful back
home in Britain. Scott’s directing credits over
a genre-straddling career spanning more
than 50 years have included acclaimed
works such as “Thelma and Louise” (1991),
“Gladiator” (2000) and the Golden Globe
winning “The Martian” (2015).

‘Holy Grail’ 
The filmmaker said he considered the

handprint honor “a Holy Grail,” recalling his
first visit to the Chinese Theatre, which
turns 90 today. “I used to walk up and
down here. Hollywood Boulevard was per-
fumed, very clean and very pretty in those
days,” he said. “It’s getting better now but
it did take a downturn. It’s climbing out of
that right now, and it should.” “I would
look at the names every morning. I used to
eat breakfast just around the corner-two
little old ladies with blue hair, great food-
and I’d walk past and look at the names.” 

The director-who was also the brains
behind “Blade Runner” in 1982 and is exec-
utive producing the sequel “Blade Runner
2049,” due for release on October 6 — says
“Alien: Covenant” has a religious subtext,
although he is agnostic. Harrison Ford-who
starred in the original “Blade Runner” and
is in the sequel-introduced Scott in front of
hundreds of wellwishers as “Alien:
Covenant” stars Katherine Waterson,
Danny McBride and Nathaniel Dean looked
on.  “I come to praise Ridley, not to bury

him,” Ford joked. Scott poked fun at Ford,
calling the actor “a flipping nightmare” to
work with, before telling the crowd he was
“still learning and still curious.” “I don’t feel
I’ve ever worked a day in my life. I think to
me it’s one big holiday. 

I just adore it,” he said. “Alien: Covenant”
the second of the prequel films, is set in
2104 on board a spaceship carrying 2,000
cryogenically frozen colonists to a distant
planet when they chance upon an unchart-
ed paradise. But their voyage soon turns
into a gory nightmare that makes “Alien”‘s
original “chestbuster” scene seem tame in
comparison. — AFP

Oscar-winning director Asif
Kapadia is to make a film
about a disastrous adulterous

affair among the Pakistani elite with
Indian star Irrfan Khan, according to
reports yesterday. “Moth Smoke” is
being adapted from the debut novel
of Pakistan-born writer Mohsin
Hamid about a social misfit who
begins an affair with his best friend’s
wife against the backdrop of nuclear
tests by India and Pakistan in 1998. “I
have been eagerly waiting for some-
thing on which I could work with Asif
again,” Khan told the film industry
bible Variety as the project was
unveiled at the Cannes film festival.

He starred in Kapadia’s debut hit

“The Warrior”. British-born Kapadia
is best known for his acclaimed doc-
umentaries “Senna”, about the
Formula One legend Ayrton Senna,
and “Amy”, an intimate portrayal of
tragic singer Amy Winehouse, which
won him an Oscar last year.
“Slumdog Millionaire” producer
Dina Dattani said that given the
political tension between India and
Pakistan, it is not yet clear where or
when the film would start shooting.
“It is too early to decide on location.
We will consider both Pakistan and
India for the shoot,” she added.
Kapadia is currently working on a
documentary about football legend
Diego Maradona. — AFP

Indian star Irrfan Khan in
new film about Pakistani affair

Bollywood actor Irrfan Khan sits during a press
conference to promote his upcoming movie
“Hindi Medium” in Ahmadabad, India. — AP

From the cast of “Alien: Convenant,”
actress Katherine Waterson arrives
on the red carpet ahead of Sir Ridley
Scott’s Hand and Footprint ceremony
in front of the TCL Chinese Theater in
Hollywood. — AFP photos

From the cast of “Alien: Convenant,” actor Michael Fassbender arrives on the
red carpet.


