
H E A L T H
FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2017

BERLIN: The world risks a return to the pre-
penicillin era if leading nations do not
cooperate to combat the threat from
antibiotic-resistant bugs and means are not
found to finance research into new, more
effective medicine, Germany’s health minis-
ter said. Speaking ahead of today’s first
meeting of health ministers from the Group
of 20 leading developed and developing
economies, Hermann Groehe said more
collaboration was needed to minimize the
risk posed by possible pandemics.

“There must be no return to the pre-
penicillin era,” he told Reuters in an inter-
view authorized for publication yesterday.
“It would be a dramatic development if
such an important weapon against danger-
ous pathogens were taken from us ... (It
would mean) that we could lose a weapon
against even minor infectious diseases,”
Groehe said.

Antibiotics such as penicillin are among
the greatest medical advances of human
history, rendering curable countless bacter-
ial infections that had always previously
amounted to a death sentence. But
decades of over-prescription, for example
to speed growth in animal husbandry or to
treat human illnesses for which antibiotics
have no effect, have led to the evolution of
resistant strains of many bacteria.

A European Union report last year found
that newly resistant strains of bacteria were
responsible for more than 25,000 deaths a
year in the 28-nation EU alone. Groehe said
ways to foster research could include
patent terms to reward pharmaceuticals
companies that developed new antibiotics
and also various forms of public-private

partnership in which companies would be
paid a premium for new antibiotics.

The mere fact of having the discussion
would help raise public awareness of the
challenge, he added. “We need more edu-
cation in all health professions, looking at
the use of antibiotics and enlightened
patients who don’t nag the doctor to pre-

scribe them antibiotics even in cases where
they wouldn’t even help,” he said.

Groehe also wanted to see the G-20
countries playing a leadership role in their
respective regions, with the promise of
help in combating epidemics serving to
encourage more openness about health
crises. “It’s important that countries facing a

cross-border health threat request help
quickly, and that time isn’t lost out of fear
that travel contacts will be cut off,” he said.

Among the options he favored was a
World Bank-proposed model of insurance
that countries facing an epidemic could
draw on. The G20 health ministers meet in
Berlin on May 19-20.—Reuters

G20 ministers seek to avert return to ‘pre-penicillin era’

This NASA photo released May 17, 2017 shows a fjord in southern Greenland, during Operation IceBridge’s last flight of the 2017
Arctic campaign. This final full science flight, ICESat-2 South, was designed along the ground tracks of NASA’s upcoming Ice,
Cloud, and land Elevation Satellite-2 (ICESat-2), to fill in a gap in altimetry coverage of central southern Greenland.— AFP

Experts fear that antibiotics being over-subscribed


