
43S p o r t s
FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2017

BANGALORE: Kolkata Knight Riders face Mumbai
Indians for a shot at a final berth in the Indian
Premier League after Gautam Gambhir powered his
team to a win over Sunrisers Hyderabad early yes-
terday. Rain reduced the second innings of the elim-
inator match to six overs, with KKR given a 48-run
target under the Duckworth-Lewis method.

Gambhir remained unbeaten with a top-score of
32, leading his team to a seven-wicket victory with
four balls to spare. Australian Nathan Coulter-Nile
won man of the match award for three wickets earli-
er on Wednesday in an inspired bowling perform-

ance against the Sunrisers. Nile and other KKR
bowlers, particularly Sunil Narine and Umesh Yadav,
restricted Hyderabad to 128-7 in their 20 overs on a
seemingly slow track.

Hyderabad skipper David Warner top-scored
with 37 runs but all Hyderabad batsmen struggled
to get quick runs against KKR’s measured perform-
ance on the field.  Showers interrupted even before
KKR could begin their reply, shortening the second
innings which only started past midnight, early
Thursday.  Sunrisers’ began their bowling perform-
ance on a high, with Indian seamer Bhuvneshwar

Kumar taking two wickets, including a run out, in
the very first over of KKR’s reply. 

Kolkata also lost Robin Uthappa in the next over
before Gambhir, one of the most consistent per-
formers this IPL season, took charge of the team’s
run chase. KKR face Mumbai today for a chance to
play Rising Pune Supergiant. Since its debut in 2008
the shorter-format league has evolved into India’s
most popular sporting event, filling stadiums and
attracting TV audiences well beyond that enjoyed
by Test and one-day competitions in the cricket-
mad country. — AFP 

KKR face Mumbai for IPL final berth

OTTAWA: Mike Hoffman and his Ottawa Senators teammates
heard all the chatter on social media about their style of play,
which some perceived as “boring.” Their response was emphatic.
Marc Methot, Derick Brassard and Zack Smith scored in a 2:18
span midway through the first period to chase Pittsburgh goalie
Marc-Andre Fleury out of the game as the Senators beat the
Penguins 5-1 on Wednesday night to take a 2-1 lead in the NHL
Eastern Conference finals.

Hoffman opened the scoring 48 seconds in, and the Senators
blew it open against the sluggish Penguins a few minutes later
with the fastest three goals in team playoff history. Kyle Turris
made it 5-0 late in the second period.

“If we played a run-and-gun game that maybe some people
would rather watch, we probably wouldn’t be here,” Hoffman said
after routing the defending Stanley Cup champs. “So we use our
assets and that’s what works.” Sidney Crosby ended Craig
Anderson’s shutout bid with a power-play goal in the third.
Pittsburgh has scored a goal in each game in the series, dropping
the opener 2-1 in overtime and winning the second 1-0.

“It was a bad start,” Crosby said. “You don’t want to get down
at any point, but to get down 4-0 is digging a pretty big hole.”
Anderson finished with 25 saves. Fleury allowed four goals on
nine shots, and Matthew Murray made 19 saves in relief. Game 4 is
Friday night in Ottawa. Coach Guy Boucher has insisted on an
extremely defensive style from the day he took over the Senators
last May. It took until December for the team to fully embrace it,
but that’s when everyone knew where they needed to be on the
ice and what their responsibility was.

“At this level, you do what the coach says,” said Hoffman, who
also played for Boucher in the Quebec Major Junior Hockey
League. “We’re workers here. We don’t decide which system is put
in place. We just have to go out there and execute it and do our
job. “That’s what we’re here to do.” Hosting their first Eastern
Conference final game in 10 years, the Sens came out flying.
Hoffman got it going by capitalizing on Turris’ shot that bounced
awkwardly wide of the goal. Hoffman stuffed the shot, standing to
the left of the goal, just between the post and right pad of Fleury.

Offensive pressure 
Brassard got the first of three when he snatched Erik Karlsson’s

dump-in and swung wide of the Pittsburgh goal. Bobby Ryan
eventually gained possession down low and found Methot with a
crafty pass. While his initial shot was stopped, the rebound
bounced off Penguins defenseman Ian Cole and into the net. It
was the second goal of the playoffs for Methot after he went
scoreless in 68 games during the regular season.

Brassard added his fourth of the postseason less than two min-
utes later, taking advantage of the Senators’ offensive zone pressure
before slipping behind the aging Mark Streit for the shot that beat
Fleury. “We’re not bothered by what’s said about our team,” Brassard
said. “Our focus is on what we need to do.” Streit was making his
playoff debut for the increasingly battered Pens, who lost Justin
Schultz and Bryan Rust to upper-body injuries in Game 2. Pittsburgh,
which did get Trevor Daley back from injury, also remained without
injured winger Patric Hornqvist as well as No. 1 defenseman Kris
Letang, who’s out for the season with a neck ailment. — AP 

Senators chase Fleury, 
pummel Penguins 5-1 

OTTAWA: Craig Anderson #41 of the Ottawa Senators makes a save against Evgeni Malkin #71 of the Pittsburgh Penguins dur-
ing the second period in Game Three of the Eastern Conference Final during the 2017 NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs at Canadian
Tire Centre. — AFP 

Lehmann plays
down Ashes

strike threat
SYDNEY: National coach Darren Lehmann admit-
ted yesterday a bitter pay dispute will be a distrac-
tion for Australia at next month’s ICC Champions
Trophy, but played down a boycott of this year’s
Ashes series. Cricket Australia and the Australian
Cricketers’ Association are locked in a tense stand-
off over the long-running talks, with vice-captain
David Warner warning of a strike during the show-
piece series against England, starting in November.

Lehmann conceded the players’ full focus
wasn’t on the Champions Trophy in England and
Wales, but said he was confident there would be
no Ashes disruption. “I’d hope not as a fan. I’m sure
that won’t happen,” he told reporters in Brisbane,
adding that he was in regular contact about the
issue with Australian captain Steve Smith, currently
playing for Rising Pune Supergiant in the Indian
Premier League. “We’ve spoken quite a lot, on
many issues at the moment,” Lehmann said. “He’s
really looking forward to getting the lads back
together. There’s been a lot of emails and text
messages around the place.

“He is (in good spirits). He’s been there (in India)
for four months and hasn’t been home. But he’s
ready to go.” Warner said this week players would
not back down from their demand that CA keep its
current revenue-sharing pay arrangement and
cautioned they might walk out on the Ashes if rela-
tions became strained further. Lehmann said he
would address the matter once the entire squad
for the Champions Trophy was together.

“You have to do that. You have to keep commu-
nication open so we know what direction every-
one’s going,” he said. “It is going to be a bit of a
distraction, there’s no doubt about that. “Just get-
ting together and working it out is the way to go.
There’s no panic, it’s just about the two parties get-
ting together.” CA chairman David Peever has
rejected the ACA’s request for the bodies to try
mediation.

“While CA absolutely shares your stated desire
for a new agreement ... it seems extraordinary to
be considering the involvement of a mediator
before the ACA has attempted to negotiate,”
Peever said in correspondence to the ACA. “The
approach the ACA has taken in demanding certain
preconditions be met before it is prepared to
begin negotiations is the fundamental reason why
no progress has been made to date.”

The two bodies have been at loggerheads for
more than six months. CA is determined to scrap
revenue-sharing after 20 years, saying more funds
were needed for the game’s grassroots, and that
its offer provided handsomely for players. The
ACA is equally resolved to keep revenue-sharing,
saying the system was not broken and did not
need fixing. The notional deadline is June 30,
when the current memorandum of understand-
ing expires. — AFP 


