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BOSTON: LeBron James #23 of the Cleveland Cavaliers handles the ball in the second half against the Boston Celtics dur-
ing Game One of the 2017 NBA Eastern Conference Finals at TD Garden. —AFP 

OAKLAND: The Golden State Warriors’ rare unbeat-
en start this postseason doesn’t necessarily mean
they’re on their way to a title. Golden State is just
the fifth NBA team to win its first 10 playoff games
in a given postseason. Only two of the four teams
that previously achieved the feat went on to win
the title. The Warriors aren’t getting caught up in
talk about where they might rank in history if they
continue this run. They say they’re focusing on
continuing to get better and the next game against
the San Antonio Spurs in the Western Conference
finals.

“We feel like we like our chances against any-
body, no matter (who) is on the court,” Warriors
forward Kevin Durant said Tuesday night after a
136-100 victory over the Spurs, who played with-
out injured All-Star forward Kawhi Leonard. “That’s
the confidence we have. But we’ve got to be ready
Game 3. We know they’re probably going to be full
strength in Game 3 and ready to play us. Here’s a
look at the other four teams that had the best
starts in playoff history.

1989 - LOS ANGELES LAKERS (11-0)
The Lakers followed up a 57-25 regular season

by carrying an unbeaten postseason record into
the Finals as they sought their third straight title.
But after sweeping Portland, Seattle and Phoenix
to win the Western Conference title, the Lakers
were swept by the Detroit Pistons in the Finals. The
Lakers’ title hopes suffered a devastating blow
when Magic Johnson injured his hamstring in
Game 2 of the Finals. Johnson started Game 3 but
played only five minutes before missing the rest of
the series.

2001 - LOS ANGELES LAKERS (11-0)
The Lakers dropped only one game the entire

postseason on their way to winning a second
straight championship. The Lakers would win a
third straight crown the following year. Shaquille
O’Neal and Kobe Bryant led a Lakers team that
swept Portland, Sacramento and San Antonio in
the Western Conference playoffs. After losing 107-
101 at home to Philadelphia in the first game of the
NBA Finals, the Lakers beat the 76ers four straight
times to clinch the title.

2012 - SAN ANTONIO SPURS (10-0)
After  sweeping Utah and the Los  Angeles

Cl ippers ,  San Antonio took a  2-0  lead over
Oklahoma City in the Western Conference finals.
But the Spurs wouldn’t win another game as the
Thunder beat San Antonio four straight times to
claim the Western Conference title. Oklahoma City
went on to lose in five games to Miami in the NBA
Finals.

2016 - CLEVELAND CAVALIERS (10-0)
The Cavaliers swept Detroit and Atlanta in the

first two rounds of the postseason and took a quick
2-0 lead over Toronto in the Eastern Conference
finals before losing five of its next eight playoff
games. Cleveland won a six-game series with
Toronto but fell behind Golden State 3-1 in the
NBA Finals before LeBron James and Kyrie Irving
rallied the Cavaliers to the title. Cleveland also has
swept its first two playoff opponents this year as it
enters the Eastern Conference finals with Boston,
marking the first time a team has started out 8-0 in
two straight postseasons.— AP 

Warriors 5th
team to start

playoffs at 10-0

LeBron, Love help Cavs 
rout Celtics in Game 1

BOSTON: So much for the Cavaliers
being rusty. LeBron James embar-
rassed every defender Boston threw
at him and Cleveland picked up
where it left off following a long lay-
off, roll ing to a 117-104 victory
Wednesday night in Game 1 of the
NBA Eastern Conference finals. James
had 38 points, nine rebounds and
seven assists.

Kevin Love added a playoff career-
high 32 points and had 12 rebounds
to help the Cavaliers improve to 9-0
in the first three rounds of the play-
offs. They opened 10-0 last season en
route to their first NBA title. “It was
our two bigs that set the tone - Kev
and Double-T (Tristan Thompson),
they were phenomenal,” James said.
“I saw it in Kev this morning. I knew
what type of game he was going to
have. So he came through for us.” But
there’s no denying it has started with
James, who has scored at least 35
points in five straight games.

HIGH LEVEL
Cavaliers coach Tyronn Lue said

James’ efficiency continued to make
things easier for everyone on both
ends. “He’s playing at a high level.
And that’s the reason why we’re rid-
ing him so much,” Lue said. “When
LeBron’s playing at that level other
guys just have to be solid and we
have a good chance to win.” Game 2
is Friday night in Boston.

Coming off a 10-day break, James
and Cavaliers raced to an early lead
were never threatened. “You can’t dig
yourself in a big hole like that against
them,” Boston coach Brad Stevens
said. James scored at will in the first
half and the Cavs built a 26-point
lead. Love opened up the floor for
James, burying outside jumpers and
forcing Boston to leave defenders
one-on-one with James. Avery
Bradley and Jae Crowder led the
Celtics with 21 points each. Isaiah
Thomas had 17 points. Coming off a
Game 7 victory over Washington on
Monday night, Boston missed 11 of its
first 14 shots.

“They were the better team
tonight. The hit us first. They were
more physical,” Thomas said. “We
can’t let that happen again.” Love
averaged a quiet 13.8 points in the
first two rounds, then broke out
against a Boston team that knocked
him out of the 2015 playoffs when he
became tangled with Kelly Olynyk
and dislocated his shoulder.  The
shoulder was working just fine
Wednesday, and he scored in the
paint and from the outside.

DICTATE THE GAME 
“We wanted to come in and set the

tone and dictate the game. We felt
like we did a good job doing that,”
Love said.  “It  wasn’t just me.
Everybody was moving the ball, pass-

ing the ball well.” Things got a little
testy in the third quarter when
Boston’s Marcus Smart and
Cleveland’s Thompson got nose-to-
nose and had to be separated by ref-
erees. Some jawing continued briefly
before James stepped in to pull
Thompson away.

Smart and Thompson were called
for a double foul on the play, but got
tangled again a few minutes later.
This time, Smart fell to the floor dur-
ing that exchange, drawing a foul on
Thompson. The Celtics found some
energy after the incident, closing the
third quarter on an 11-3 run to pull
to 92-75. It didn’t last long, though,
as the Cavs quickly got the lead back
up to 20.

James picked apart every defender
that the Celtics threw at him in the
first half. He backed down defenders
to set up 15-foot fade away jumpers.
Other times, he simply took defend-
ers off the dribble or sliced through
double-teams on the way to layups.
Boston also seemed content to make
every switch created by Cleveland
screens, leading to some awkward
matchups for James in the first half.
The Celtics couldn’t get anything
working when they had the ball, held
to just 35 percent from the field in the
first half and 2 for 16 from beyond the
arc.  Since Game 5 of NBA finals,
Cleveland has won a franchise-record
12 straight playoff games. —AP 


