
KUWAIT: Minister of Education and Minister of
Higher Education Dr Mohammad Al-Fares
acknowledged that public education lacks the
administrative flexibility of the private educa-
tion. Public education is subject to bureaucratic
rules, provisions and bylaws that are supervised
by the Civil Service Commission, whereas the
private sector has its
flexible rules and
work mechanisms,
the minister said.

“For example, (in
the private sector), a
phone call is enough
to secure all  the
technological needs
of the school,” he
said. The minister
added the Ministry
of Education has to
transform to the
thinking patterns
and management
approaches prevailing in the private sector to
reduce paperwork and improve performance.

The main role of the Education Ministry is
enhancing the quality of education process in
the country, he said. He, however, admitted the
lack of an institutional evaluation system, espe-
cially for assessing the performance of schools.
He emphasized the need for introducing a
comprehensive and flexible system in the com-
ing period to develop public education to be
able to compete with the private education.

Meanwhile, Undersecretary of the Ministry
of Education Haitham Al-Athari described
claims that Kuwaiti parents are opting for pri-
vate foreign schools in searching for developed

education as “untrue.” “The situation in public
and private schools is the same. There are high
and low-quality private schools and the same
applies to public schools,” he said. Athari also
affirmed that teaching methods in both schools
are identical.  He said that the Ministry of
Education does not rely on the tautological
methods, but rather on skills-focused ones.
Public schools methods focus on teaching stu-
dents thinking, interaction, teamwork and tech-
nological skills, he clarified.

Critical thinking
Dr Fatma Al-Hashem, who enrolled her chil-

dren in an American school, said she has cho-
sen an American curriculum because it focuses
on harnessing different skills and teaching chil-
dren critical thinking and innovation. “Foreign
schools also organize many activities and
events and are not confined to studying. Such
activities are not in public schools due to the
high-density of classrooms,” she said.

Hashem added that foreign schools also
help students master the English language.
She believes that the private educational insti-
tutions have succeeded in making the school
an attractive place for students by giving
much attention to the essence of the educa-
tional process, changing traditional teaching
methods, heeding students’ needs and better
equipping them with the skills they need for
the future.

In the meantime, Dr Siham Al-Qabandi said:
“Yes, I chose foreign education for my children
since the preschool stage.” She stressed that
most foreign schools are run by highly-quali-
fied educational staff.  “My children has enjoyed
their study (in a foreign school) and acquired

multiple skills,” Qabandi added. She said that
she has deep conviction that the best invest-
ment is in the children education. “So I wanted
to help them be qualified to live successful
lives, especially that I noticed since the begin-
ning that private education focuses on devel-
oping student’s personality through teaching
them self-reliance, interaction and teamwork.”
She elaborated that the studying in a highly-
disciplined foreign school has taught her chil-
dren who to abide by laws and regulations,
starting from school uniform.  “They have also
participated in the preparation of activities and
different sports such as swimming,” she said.
Qabandi also noted the teaching methods
applied in foreign schools help discover stu-
dents talents. “They also teach students impor-
tant values such as volunteerism, responsibility
and self-reliance.”

Advanced systems
Ahmad Saleh, also echoed a similar view. “I

have chosen foreign schools because of their
discipline and advanced educational systems
that do not focus on memorization and dicta-
tion, but on skills,” said Saleh. He explained that
educational methods in the private sector
depend on teamwork,  mind activity and
searching for information in different sources.
He stressed the development of curricula and
educational system should be a top priority to
the state.

Saleh said foreign education was “an indis-
pensable necessity” to catch up with scientific
development.  Public education does not
“cope with the spirit of the time and therefore
cannot be base for a true scientific renais-
sance,” he said. —KUNA
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By Labeed Abdal 

The Arab Chinese Relations Seminar organized
by the Arab Unity Studies Center in collabora-
tion with the Middle East Studies Center of

Shanghai International University, China, is a decla-
ration of new and serious alternatives for the world.
Political,  Economic and Cultural cooperation
between China and the Arab world will always
remain a bridge between both the sides, especially
with a clear vision of countries’ movement and inter-
est-driven mobilization between East and West. 

The seminar aimed at finding proper suitable cir-
cumstances through exchange of opinions, and run-
ning a debate between groups of Arab and Chinese
researchers and thinkers discussing issues of joint
concern as a means to face latest developments and
threats related to NATO and Middle East countries. 

Researchers focused on ten factors to achieve a
brighter future for those relations, re-activate
Chinese-Arab relations in more realistic ways and
open wide for more strategic partnership, especially
since the world is currently focusing more on China
as a ‘wise rational man’ compared to many new reck-
less  leaders. 

The seminar also studied historic and cultural
aspects of these relations, the importance of politi-
cal and economic cooperation and anti-terrorism
war, which are all noticeable issues, especially since
China is a permanent UN Security Council member.
In addition, reviving the Silk Road will be a huge
step forward to stop attempts to destroy it as well as
destroy the economies of countries that once con-
sidered it as its lifeblood, and this will maintain high
development rates through the next decade.

In my view
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Indian industrialist

Mathews dies at 81

KUWAIT: Sunny Mathews, a well-known Indian indus-
trialist and community leader, passed away yesterday
at his residence in Qadsiya, Kuwait following a long
illness. He was 81.

Mathews,  a lso cal led as
Mathunny Mathews, played a
significant role in the safe air-
l i f t  evacuation of  about
170,000 Indians from Kuwait
during the 1990 Invasion of
Kuwait .  The evacuation  is
hailed as the world’s largest
civilian evacuation in history.
Mathews is survived by wife
Mary Mathews and children
Joy Mathews, Annie Mathews

and Susan Mathews.   
Indian Ambassador Suni Jain, while conveying

condolences to the bereaved family,  said he is
deeply saddened by the death of Mathews whose
invaluable service to the Indian community during
the Iraqi Invasion will always be remembered.  The
ambassador recalled that Indian Minister of State for
External Affairs Gen V K Singh had visited the resi-
dence of Mathews and wished him speedy recovery
when the minister arrived in Kuwait on a state visit
in September last year. With the help of Mathews,
the massive evacuation of Indians was carried out
from 13 August to 11 October 1990 after the
Invasion of Kuwait. 

Matthews, who hailed from Eraviperoor, Kerala in
India, was popularly known as Toyota Sunny in the
Indian community owing to his work in Kuwait with
the Toyota agency owned by the Al-Sayer Group. He
retired in 1989 as its Managing Director. Mathews,
who arrived in Kuwait by ship in 1956, was also the
chairman of the Indian School in Kuwait and one of
the founding members of the Indian Arts Circle. 

By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Chairman of the Municipal Council’s legal and
financial affairs committee Ali Al-Moussa stressed the coun-
cil members’ keenness on supporting youth and the private
sector. Moussa added that the committee will discuss a char-
ter on mobile trailer outlets as a new idea that can be used
by young people who are eager to start their own small
businesses. 

Domestic labor
Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Anas Al-Saleh

said the domestic labor recruitment company will start oper-
ations by the end of August, when all the company regula-
tions are finalized to provide it with technological equipment
and skilled staff. 

Promotions
Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh

Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah issued ministerial decisions
appointing Maj Gen Sheikh Mohammed Yousef Al-Sabah as
assistant undersecretary for border security affairs, Maj Gen

Abdullah Yousef Al-Muhanna
as assistant undersecretary for
correctional facilities and ver-
dict execution and Maj Gen
Khaled Al-Deyyeen as assis-
tant undersecretary for crimi-
nal security affairs to replace
Maj Gen Abdul Hameed Al-
Awadhi, who was referred to
retirement as a lieutenant
general. 

Road projects
The Ministry of Public

Works’ (MPW ) Assistant
Undersecretary for Roads

Engineering Ahmad Al-Hassan said his sector have referred
the contracts of building, executing and maintaining
roads and bridges in South Surra to Minister Abdul

Rahman Al-Mutawa to be
signed. Hassan said that the
total cost of the contract is
KD 94.1 million and that the
project aims at facilitating
traffic flows and reducing
traffic accidents in the area.

In other news, MPW has sec-
onded Kuwait Municipality’s
opinion about the infeasibility
of linking Failaka Island and Silk
City. In this regard, Hassan sent
a letter in which he stressed
that the project will need a
massive budget and a special
feasibility studies. 

Council mulls mobile trailers

for small business owners

Ali Al-Moussa
Finance Minister 

Anas Al-Saleh

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A fire broke out in a vehicle following a colli-
sion involving two other vehicles along the Fifth Ring
Road, said security sources, noting that firemen rushed
to the scene and managed to control the fire. Two peo-
ple were injured and treated onsite by paramedics. 

Inmate charged
The Ministry of Interior’s relations and security media

department said a bedoon inmate at the central prison,
who is already serving a two-year sentence for robbery,
is facing additional charges of recording a video and
posting it on social media from inside the prison. Prison
security caught the inmate with a mobile phone, a SIM
card and an Internet router. A case was filed and further
legal measures are being taken against the suspect. 

Smuggling foiled
Kuwait International Airport custom inspectors

arrested an Asian man on arrival with 32,000 illicit
pills he had hidden in his luggage. 

Crackdown
Kuwait Municipality’s public relations department announced that

Mubarak Al-Kabeer municipality inspectors continued inspections of
various co-ops, foodstuff company warehouses, foodstuff stores and
restaurants before the advent of Ramadan. The department added
that the campaign inspected 177 stores that resulted in confiscating
and destroying 60 kilos of expired foodstuff and filing 35 citations.

Two hurt in Fifth Ring Road crash

KUWAIT: Flames come out of a vehicle following an accident reported along the Fifth Ring Road yesterday.

KUWAIT: Illicit pills found with a passenger who tried to smuggle them into
Kuwait yesterday.

A Kuwait Municipality inspector checks a restaurant’s kitchen during a
recent campaign in Mubarak Al-Kabeer.

KUWAIT: Shuaiba power plant requested help from the Science Club’s diving
team to rescue a turtle that was trapped inside a basin, which was done suc-
cessfully.  —By Meshaal Al-Enezi
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