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Crime
R e p o r t

Bootleggers caught
Four Asians were arrested while using a pickup truck

belonging to the company they worked for to distribute
alcohol and pills, said security sources, noting that a
routine patrol suspected the truck and on stopping it
and opening the door,  the four passengers reeked of
alcohol and were all drunk. On searching the truck,
detectives found 13 bottles of liquor, in addition to
some illicit pills. A case was filed and further investiga-
tions are in progress. 

Accident
Five citizens, including two women, were rushed to

Adan Hospital with injuries they sustained in a four-car
accident along Al-Ghouss Street. 

Fight
Four citizens were arrested for drinking alcohol and

fighting in Saad Al-Abdullah, said security sources, not-
ing that initial investigations showed that after drink-
ing, the four wanted to settle some old scores and used
sticks, batons and blades before they were arrested. A
case was filed. 

When I previously wrote an article about
how the fourth electoral constituency MPs
switch off their mobile phones the minute

they make it into the parliament, many people
thought I was exaggerating or was too harsh on
those lawmakers. Well, the fact is that what I said is
actually a general phenomenon in all constituen-

cies; where nominees tend to change their mobile
phone numbers or switch them off, or sometimes
even close down their diwaniyas once they win the
elections and make their way to the parliament, for-
getting all about the promises they had made to
their voters. 

One funny story involving one such lawmaker is
that the MP used to ask voters to follow him with
their own cars to the ministry if they had concerns
with their transactions so that he could use his influ-
ence. The story says that the MP usually crashed
into other vehicles with his modern eight-cylinder
vehicle, leaving them way behind in their four-cylin-
der vehicles, red lights and traffic congestions. The
story suggests that this was the main reason why
this particular MPs failed all the following elections. 

Another stor y says that an MP fi l led his
diwaniya with ‘hired’ guests every week, using
people usually hired in weddings and other public
occasions such as banquets to fill the place and
make the host look so loveable by the people.
Well, this trick was discovered when the visitors
failed to identify any of those present in the
diwaniya neither as the lawmaker’s relatives nor as
area or constituency subjects. 

Honestly speaking, this technique is new in
Kuwait and this lawmaker is probably the first and
will be the last to use it because he will surely lose
all further elections. To prove to a friend that what I
wrote was accurate, I asked him to get me the
mobile phone numbers of four of the fourth con-
stituency MPs and we tried calling them in vain. We
even sent text messages asking them to call back
and none of them responded. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

How to know if
an MP is bluffing

Al-Anbaa

By Tha’ar Al-Rasheedi 

Al-Rai’s recent headline about the goals of US presi-
dent Donald Trump’s visit to the region brought
nothing new. The president will ask GCC states for

the price of US protection, be that price called as a ‘royal-
ty’ or ‘imperialist Jizya’ which will eventually keep drain-
ing the region out to the last penny in its financial assets. 

According to the news report, Trump will discuss the
danger of IS and Iran with regional leaders as the US
administration considers Iran as part of the problem
rather than part of the solution; which completely
matches the Israeli view. The US administration also
looks forward to normalizing relations between GCC
states and Israel and the more its talks about Iranian
threats, the more the chances to normalize. Therefore,
Iran will be the historic justification of GCC normalization
with Israel; which seems not so far ahead now.

GCC states are the most generous on spending on
armament worldwide and it seems that the fall of oil
prices has not affected the volume of weapons’ deals, as if
this was a holy and sacred non-negotiable thing that tol-
erates no opposing opinion such as the general case in
our countries. During his presidential election campaign,
Trump expressed intentions to urge GCC states to ‘pay

the price for protection’ and viewed the matter as a ‘fair
demand because this is a favor and favors have prices.’ 

Well, it is noteworthy here to mention that the mafia also
provides protection and asks the weak for royalties in return
for such protection. In most cases, the protection the mafia
provides is from a menace it has itself created and staged.
Before Trump’s presidency, as symbol of neo-rightists, the
issue of draining up surpluses made by GCC states from
international oil prices was nothing new in US and Western
policies as such surpluses are usually re-invested in the
United States and the West or devoured as prices of
weapons’ deals made for astronomical figures. 

In one of his lectures, Noam Chomsky said that opin-
ion polls show that the majority of Arab people believe
that the worst threats come from Israel and its policies;
not from Iran. However, regardless of the source of such
threats, the future will definitely not be beautiful
because economic insolvency is inevitable and regional
wars that have been draining Arab blood and funds
seem to be expanding without solutions as long as
there are no debates or dialogues amongst regional
states, which leave the Zionist State as the greatest ben-
eficiary. —Translated by Kuwait Times

Weapons to the last penny
Al-Jarida

By Hassan Al-Essa

KUWAIT: A citizen reported that an Asian man working
for him has assaulted him. Security sources noted that on
rushing to the man’s house in Jahra, the worker said he
was not paid his monthly salary, which was confirmed by
the sponsor. A case was filed and further investigations
are in progress. 

Worker beats up
nonpaying sponsor 

We even sent text 

messages asking them 

to call back and none 

of them responded

Al-Jarida

Marital problems
A female citizen filed a complaint against her ex-hus-

band accusing him of trying to kill her using a firearm.
However, on arresting the ex-husband, detectives only
found a small knife on him and he strongly denied all accu-
sations. Further investigations are in progress. 

Fighting
corruption

Corruption

Drunk workers
A citizen reported that on returning home, he heard

some strange noises and songs from the room of three
Asians working for him. The man added that on checking
on them, he found that the three laborers were drinking
alcohol and having a ‘nice time’. The three drunk workers
were arrested and a case was filed.

Search for storekeeper
A search is on for an Asian storekeeper after officials in

the company he worked for reported finding 45 containers
of construction material and goods missing after conduct-
ing an inventory. The officials added that the storekeeper
was nowhere to be found and his mobile phone was
switched off. A case was filed. 

— Translated from the Arabic press

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH)
inked a partnership and collaboration
agreement with Thomson Reuters,
international business information serv-
ices provider in an attempt to promote
collaboration and enrich knowledge
through publishing the reports and
economic research prepared by KFH.

These reports cover real-estate
trading and values, deposits in the
banking sector, measures of inflation
in addition to the latest local and
global developments in the business
and economic fields, primarily issues

of concern to Islamic finance industry. 
“This agreement is an important

step forward in enhancing reach of
reports and research studies created
by KFH.  Our col laborat ion with
Reuters will contribute in serving a
wide range of interested observers,
thus will enhance the value of the
reports and research through the
impac t  fac tors  and reac t ions
reports,” said Group Chief Strategy
O ff icer  at  KFH,  Engineer  Fahad
Khaled Al-Mukhaizeem. 

He indicated, on the sidelines of
inking the agreement, that Thomson
Reuters enjoys a prestigious status
and reliability in the globe of informa-
tion and media. It has a proven-track
record of achievements in the fields of
providing news and information driv-

en by the highest standards of accura-
cy and speed.

Mukhaizeem underlined the
importance of reports and economic
research and studies prepared by KFH,
indicating they represent an added
value the bank offers to the society.
They contribute in providing the spe-
cialized and ordinary readers with
accurate projections and indicators to
assist them in making better decisions
relying on facts and latest local eco-
nomic developments along with the
implications of the global circum-

stances. He added that collaborating
with international high-profile insti-
tutions in the area of information
will definitely offer an important
wide -spread platform for KFH
research productions.

Moreover, Mukhaizeem reiterated
that the agreement is an important
opportunity to enhance KFH research
and studies presence on the interna-
tional level,  especially that KFH
research has achieved a privileged
position on the local level, where they
are published on KFH.com and on dif-
ferent media outlets. 

Such reports and research studies
enrich the knowledge of investors
and customers, while strengthening
ties with them when providing them
with the latest economic develop-

ments and special information about
Islamic finance.

He illustrated that KFH now offers
a new platform of its reports and
research to readers and decision mak-
ers. This wouldn’t have been possible
without the significant reliability of
KFH reports and the long history of
scientific and methodological work.
For example, the real estate report
published by KFH on a monthly and
quarterly basis, which means that
KFH obtains documented information
and indicators on a large time scale
that allows a greater chance to com-
pare and interpret the developments
and local market movement, while
associating this with the impact of
the international markets variables
and the implications on different
activities and businesses. 

He said that KFH will reinforce col-
laboration with Thomson Reuters to
enrich the knowledge and solidify the
research efforts, while maximizing
Reuters’ role as an international news
provider especially in the light of the
global interest in Kuwait’s economy.
The agreement also includes training
the employees and exchanging
reports and information through
establishing strong lines of communi-
cation between the two sides.

Meanwhile, Business Director at
Thomson Reuters Abdulrazak Kouli
said that this agreement would sup-
port the constructive cooperation
with a high-profile and global institu-
tion like KFH, indicating Reuters and
KFH enjoy a long-standing relation-
ship for more than 20 years now. This
relationship is deep rooted and
encompass different fields. 

He added that the agreement
comes in line with Thomson Reuters’
strategy that aims at supporting
banks and financial institutions in the
region while strengthening the effi-
ciency and accuracy of information
and automated systems to ensure the
optimal use of it. 

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank announced
today that it recently inaugurated its
second branch in Fahaheel. The new
location is conveniently positioned to
ensure that customers residing in
Fahaheel and surrounding areas gain
easier access to conduct their finan-
cial transactions. The newly inaugurat-
ed branch expands the Bank’s net-
work to 29 branches across Kuwait
and 186 branches across the Middle
East, North Africa, and Turkey. 

With an aim to expand the range of
financial services and products, the
new branch in Fahaheel residential
area was officially inaugurated on 17
May 2017 by the Al-Ahmadi Governor
Sheikh Fawaz Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, Burgan Bank’s Chairman Majed
Essa Al-Ajeel, Head of Retail Branches
Naser Al-Qaisi and other senior bank
executives. Equipped with the latest
state of the art facilities and technolo-
gies, the branch will be operational
from Sundays to Thursdays, from 8:30
am to 3:00 pm.

“As Burgan Bank continues to
grow under our robust strategy and
focused execution, we are pleased to
further expand our network to
accommodate the financial needs of
our growing customer base. By facili-
tating easy access to financial services
across the country, we stay true to
our commitment to deliver outstand-
ing customer service for everyone,”
said Burgan Bank Chairman - Majed
Essa Al-Ajeel.

Ahmadi Governor Sheikh Fawaz
confirmed the importance of the

banking sector and the strong role it
plays in the economic development
of Kuwait. 

Apart from welcoming the new
branch opening, he further com-
mended the level of excellence and
international standards followed by
Kuwait ’s most progressive bank.
Sheikh Fawaz added, “This enhances
the overall financial offerings in the
governorate, and more importantly,
falls in line with His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah’s mission to provide
convenient services to citizens in
their area of residence.”

During the inauguration ceremony
of Burgan Bank’s new branch in Al-
Fahaheel, the Governor appreciated
Burgan Bank’s efforts to strengthen its
presence and reach out to a wider

community. Sheikh Fawaz reiterated
that he seeks to develop Al-Ahmadi
area with more Burgan Bank branch-
es, other local as well as international
banks and multi exchange companies. 

Sheikh Fawaz thanked Burgan
Bank for their hard work in complet-
ing the new branch, the fourth in Al-
Ahmadi and the second in Fahaheel.
He wished Burgan Bank future success
and also appreciated the willingness
of other existing Kuwaiti banks keep-
ing abreast of the latest develop-
ments in the banking industry to fulfill
the 2035 vision to transform Kuwait
into a global financial and trade hub.
The recent expansion reflects Burgan
Bank commitment to continuously
offer high quality customer care and
comprehensive banking solutions
throughout Kuwait.

KFH Launches platform to publish its reports,
research studies in collaboration with Reuters

Burgan Bank marks second
branch opening in Fahaheel
Honoring bank’s commitment to Fahaheel residents 


