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RIYADH: Accompanying her husband
on his first international trip, US first
lady Melania Trump yesterday stepped
off of Air Force One conservatively
dressed in long sleeves and pants to
conform to the strict dress code that
Saudi Arabia enforces for its female cit-
izens.  But one thing was missing from
her black and gold-belted ensemble: A
head scarf.  Instead, Mrs. Trump’s
below-the-shoulder brown hair blew
freely in the breeze at King Khalid
International Airport in the capital city
of Riyadh.

Saudi Arabia is the first stop on a
four-nation, five-stop tour that will
also take Trump to Israel, Italy and
Belgium before President Donald
Trump returns to the White House at
the end of next week. The first lady is
joining the president for the entire
trip. Under the kingdom’s strict dress
code for women, Saudi women and
most female visitors are required to
wear a loose, black robe, known as an
abaya, in public. Most women in Saudi

Arabia also cover their hair and face
with a veil known as the niqab.

But covering one’s head is not
required for foreigners, and some
Western women choose to forego the
headscarf while in Saudi Arabia. Earlier
this year, British Prime Minister Theresa
May and German Chancellor Angela
Merkel also shunned head coverings,
showing how common it is for high-
level female visitors to skip wearing a
headscarf or an abaya, the loose-fit-
ting, black robe worn by Saudi
women. Michelle Obama did not cover
her head when she accompanied
then-President Barack Obama on a
condolence visit in January 2015 after
the death of King Abdullah. 

And during her time as first lady,
Laura Bush generally went without
covering her head, though she once
briefly donned a head scarf she
received as a gift. As Obama’s secretary
of state, Hillary Clinton also did not
cover her head on visits to Saudi
Arabia. Nonetheless, Trump, whose

long trail of Twitter messages often
comes back to haunt him, tweeted his
displeasure over Mrs Obama’s decision
to appear bare-headed in 2015. “Many
people are saying it was wonderful
that Mrs Obama refused to wear a
scarf in Saudi Arabia, but they were
insulted. We have enuf enemies,” he
tweeted, using a short-hand spelling
for “enough.”

Trump’s daughter, Ivanka, a senior
White House adviser who is accompa-
nying her father, also did not cover her
head. Saudi Arabia adheres to an ultra-
conservative interpretation of Islamic
Shariah law where unrelated men and
women are segregated in most public
places. Women are banned from driv-
ing, although rights advocates have
campaigned to lift that ban.
Guardianship laws also require a male
relative’s consent before a woman can
obtain a passport, travel or marry.
Often that relative is a father or hus-
band, but in the absence of both can
be the woman’s own son.—AP
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RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s King Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud (right), US President Donald Trump and US First Lady Melania Trump look at a display of Saudi modern art at the Saudi Royal Court in Riyadh
yesterday. —AFP

Warner, said he expects Comey to “shed light on issues critical to this
Committee’s investigation of Russian interference in the 2016 elec-
tion.”However, members of the Senate Judiciary Committee said
Comey declined their invitation to testify before the panel over the
circumstances surrounding his abrupt removal. “We’re extremely dis-
appointed in James Comey’s decision not to testify voluntarily before
the Judiciary Committee,” said Chairman Chuck Grassley and the
panel’s top Democrat, Dianne Feinstein, urging Comey to reconsider.
“There is no reason he can’t testify before both the Intelligence and
Judiciary Committees...  Given his commitment to the people and
the mission of the FBI, we expected him to be responsive to the sen-
ators responsible for vetting its next proposed leader.”The White
House has been thrown into turmoil by a succession of stunning alle-
gations against the president this week, including that he may have
obstructed justice by asking Comey to drop an investigation into one
of his top advisors.

Moscow under microscope 
The latest report from the Post, citing unnamed sources familiar

with the investigation, undercuts Trump’s insistence that his cam-
paign had nothing to do with the Kremlin. Trump’s national security
advisor Michael Flynn was forced to resign for misleading Vice
President Mike Pence about a phone call with the Russian ambassa-
dor. The president’s son-in-law Jared Kushner is among those whose
contacts with the Russian government have come under scrutiny. “I
just fired the head of the FBI. He was crazy, a real nut job,” Trump told
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov last week, according to the
Times, citing notes taken at the meeting and read to the paper by a
US official.  “I faced great pressure because of Russia. That’s taken off.”

That flies in the face of the White House’s public insistence that
Comey’s dismissal was not linked to his ongoing investigation. White
House spokesman Sean Spicer did not dispute the Times’s account.
Intercepted Russian communications suggest that Russian officials
felt that they had built up such a strong relationship with Flynn that
they could use him to influence Trump and his inner circle, CNN
reported. It cited current and former administration officials as say-
ing US intelligence officials were so concerned about the conversa-
tions between Flynn and the Russians that they would limit how
much sensitive information they shared with him. —AFP

Fired FBI chief to testify 

publicly in US Congress
WASHINGTON: James Comey, the former FBI chief fired by President
Donald Trump, has agreed to publicly testify about Russian interfer-
ence in the US elections, as fresh allegations increased pressure on
the American leader. In an Oval Office meeting with senior Russian
officials last week, Trump called Comey a “nut job” and said firing the
intelligence chief had relieved “great pressure” on him, The New York
Times reported.

The exchange supports claims that Trump sacked Comey over
the bureau’s probe into possible collusion between the real estate
mogul’s campaign and Moscow. The Washington Post meanwhile
said the FBI has identified an unnamed senior White House official as
a “significant person of interest” in its sprawling probe of Russian
meddling in the 2016 presidential election.  The reports came just as
Trump flew to Saudi Arabia to kick off his first foreign trip as US
leader-highlighting how the controversy over his team’s alleged links
to Moscow is dogging his fledgling presidency. Comey will testify in
open session of the Senate Intelligence Committee at some point
after the Memorial Day holiday, May 29, though a date has not yet
been set. The ex-FBI chief has not spoken publicly since his surprise
firing last week. “I am hopeful that he will clarify for the American
people recent events that have been broadly reported in the media,”
panel Chairman Richard Burr said in a statement.

The top Democrat on the Senate Intelligence Committee, Mark


