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A man who was detained on an American Airlines flight is driven away from
the plane after landing in Honolulu. —AP Photos

COUNCIL BLUFFS: Arkansas Sen Tom
Cotton declared Americans “ready for
that new beginning” in Iowa Friday,
walking a delicate path by raising his
national political profile at a time of tur-
moil for Donald Trump’s White House.
The 40-year-old freshman Republican
senator sounded national themes as the
guest at the Pottawattamie County
Republican Party’s annual fundraiser in
Council Bluffs in conservative western

Iowa. It was a role thick with presidential
implications despite Trump’s solid stand-
ing among Iowa Republicans less than
four months into his term.

“I’m ready for that new beginning,”
Cotton added, in closing his 20-minute
speech to more than 100 Iowa GOP loy-
alists and prompting a standing ovation.
However, Cotton offered a simple “no”
when asked if he was laying the ground-
work for a 2020 presidential campaign,
or hedging his bets should the
Republican Trump not seek re-election.
“I’m up for re-election in Arkansas” in
2020, Cotton told The Associated Press
before the fundraising dinner at an
event center.

Cotton’s hosts were standing by the
president,  and call ing their guest ’s
appearance an opportunity for
Republican activists to meet a potential
future leader. But the event had all the
trappings of an early White House explo-
ration. Despite his unambiguous “no,”
Cotton offered a broad message, as
would-be White House prospects often
do in Iowa. The veteran of wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan suggested the attacks
of Sept 11, 2001, were a unifying point
for a new generation of Americans.  

“I’ve spent most of my days since 9/11
trying to stop another day like that from
happening,” he told the fundraising

crowd. “But I also want to revive the spirt
of the days following.” On matters
swirling around Trump, Cotton, also
tread carefully.  Having previously said a
special counsel was unnecessary, he
declined Friday to endorse Deputy
Attorney General Rod Rosenstein’s
appointment of former FBI Director Bob
Mueller to investigate any collusion
between Trump’s presidential campaign
and the Russian government’s interfer-
ence in the campaign.

“I can’t evaluate whether it’s a good
decision or not, the right decision or not.
I don’t have all the facts, all the reasoning
the deputy attorney general had,” he told
the AP, while praising Mueller as widely
respected. Former FBI Director James
Comey is expected to testify before the
Senate Intelligence  Committee, on
which Cotton sits. Cotton said he hoped
to learn what exchanges Comey had
with Trump before the president abrupt-
ly fired him last week and to see the
memos Comey is alleged to have kept.

Pottawattamie County Republican
Chairman Jeff Jorgensen said he expects
to invite Cotton back to western Iowa.
“He was a big hit. He has an open invita-
tion to come back anytime,” Jorgensen
said after the dinner. “I’m going to get a
lot of requests to have him back.” Trump,
who departed Friday for the first over-
seas trip of his presidency, would seem
to have few worries within the party
base in Iowa, at the moment. The GOP
base overwhelmingly supports him, said
Iowa Republican strategist Doug Gross, a
former nominee for governor. 

That’s despite low national approval
and the shroud of congressional com-
mittees - and now a special counsel -
investigating whether Trump’s cam-
paign colluded with Russia to sway the
2016 presidential  election.  Only i f
Trump is impeached or the economy
turns sour will Trump not be re-nomi-
nated,  said Gross,  who has been a
Trump critic. Still, Cotton has begun
making friends in Iowa, a move that
could pay future dividends - or backfire.
“I think a guy like Tom Cotton could
actually hurt himself by coming out too
early like this,” Gross said.

Cotton has made inroads with Iowa
Republicans. Early this month, he spoke
to the Des Moines Chamber of
Commerce’s conference in Washington.
“He’s clearly someone who has a rising
national profile,” said Joe Murphy of the
Greater Des Moines Partnership, one of
about 200 who saw Cotton’s speech.
“He’s extremely well versed in many dif-
ferent issues.” Besides being a member
of the Senate Intelligence Committee,
which is investigating Trump’s campaign
and Russia, Cotton is part of the Senate
Republican working group charged with
writing health care legislation, now that
the GOP-controlled House has passed
legislation undoing broad portions of
the 2010 Affordable Care Act. —AP
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SACRAMENTO: California Democrats
met yesterday with renewed optimism
about their party’s chances of adding to
their huge majority among the state’s 53-
member congressional delegation and
potentially tipping the balance of power
in the US House. In a state where
Democrats are itching to lead the liberal
resistance to Trump and the Republican
Congress, the party’s activists find them-
selves singularly united behind the goal
of stunting the GOP.

But the Democrats are also a party
divided, still nursing deep divisions
between insurgent supporters of Bernie
Sanders and the party’s establishment
wing. The divide was on clear display
Friday as they opened their annual three-
day convention in Sacramento. Activists
demanding government-funded health
care for all residents stormed into the con-
vention center and interrupted an intro-
ductory speech by Sacramento Mayor
Darrell Steinberg with chants about cor-
porate greed.

The annual meeting caps a dizzying
week that saw the appointment of a spe-
cial prosecutor to look into possible
Russian coordination with the Trump cam-
paign. Some 3,000 delegates in the
nation’s largest state Democratic Party will
hear from their party’s longstanding stal-
warts and rising stars. US House Minority

Leader Nancy Pelosi is scheduled to speak
along with Sen Kamala Harris, the former
state attorney general who often men-
tioned as a potential 2020 presidential
candidate, and all Democrats running for
governor. 

Rep Adam Schiff, who rose from obscu-
rity to national prominence thanks to his
perch as the top Democrat on the House
Intelligence Committee in the Trump era,
will give the keynote address. The party’s
path back to national relevance will likely
go through California, where half of the 14
Republicans in Congress represent dis-
tricts that supported Clinton over Trump.
Democrats need to pick up at least 24
Republican-held seats to win the majority
in the US House, gaining the power to
issue subpoenas and hold hearings to
investigate Trump or, as a handful of law-
makers have suggested, to impeach him.

“I think it’s important that we start now,
so we cannot just educate people but get
them engaged,” said Tiffany Countryman,
a 47-year-old human-resources manager
from Lancaster.  Countryman said she’s
seen newly active in Democratic politics
and is determined to defeat her
Congressman, Steve Knight, the only
Republican in Congress from Los Angeles
County and a top target for Democrats in
next year’s election.

Late Saturday, Democrats will settle a

hard-fought race for party chair that has
highlighted the divide between longtime
party activists and a new breed of pro-
gressives, many loyal to former presiden-
tial candidate Bernie Sanders, who won a
bloc of convention seats earlier this year
and is clamoring for changes in party lead-
ership. While both major candidates for
party chair endorsed Hillary Clinton’s pres-
idential bid, Sanders supporters have ral-
lied around Kimberly Ellis, the former head
of an organization that works to elect
Democratic women to office.

Ellis has called for new blood in the
party, a dig at her main rival, Eric Bauman,
the party’s vice chair who points to
Democrats’ dominance in California and
says the party needs a steady hand to con-
tinue that success. Bauman has lined up
the support from the vast majority of
elected Democrats and was the over-
whelming favorite to win until agitators
loyal to Sanders surged Ellis’ support.  “It’s
just not enough for the Democratic Party
to be the anti-Trump party,” Bauman says
in a campaign video sent to delegates this
week. “We must unite around our shared
progressive agenda and values.”

Democrats have a tight grip on all of
California’s levers of power with control of
all statewide offices, supermajorities in
both legislative chambers and an over-
whelming majority if the congressional

delegation. “We’ve had tremendous suc-
cess in the electoral sense. We haven’t
always used our success to advance pro-
gressive ideas,” said Naida Tushnet, a 75-
year-old retired educator from Long Beach
who said she’s a longtime party volunteer
but attending her first state convention. 

Tushnet is baffled that such a strong
and proudly Democratic state has not

adopted universal, government-funded
health care - a policy known as single-
payer health care that’s become a rallying
cry for many liberals. It’s time for the par-
ty’s progressive wing to flex its muscles,
she said.  “We’ve got a two-thirds super-
majority. Why is there even a discussion
about passing single payer?” Tushnet
said. —AP
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HONOLULU: The US military on
Friday scrambled two Air Force
fighter jets to escort an American
Airlines flight into Honolulu
International Airport after a distur-
bance involving a Turkish passenger
aboard the plane was reported, offi-
cials said. The nature of the fracas
was not immediately disclosed by
the FBI, the military or American
Airlines, but local news media
reported a passenger had tried to
force his way into the cockpit of
Honolulu-bound Flight 31 from Los
Angeles. The man was subdued by
an off-duty law enforcement officer
and others aboard the aircraft, and
the flight landed safely at 11:35 am
Hawaii time, officials said. No
injuries were reported.

Federal authorities were prepar-
ing a criminal complaint to charge
Turkish national Anil Uskanil, 25,
with interference with a flight crew,
Federal Bureau of Investigation spe-
cial-agent-in charge Paul Delacourt
said at a Honolulu news conference.
Delacourt, when asked by a reporter
if Uskanil tried to break into the
cockpit, said the Turkish man was in
the aisle of the plane and it was
“unclear what his motivation was”.

Los Angeles International Airport
(LAX) police said separately that
Uskanil had been detained, ques-
tioned and released hours earlier
after he was caught by security there
going through a terminal concourse
door leading out to the airfield.

Los Angeles airport police
spokesman Rob Pedregon said
Uskanil was a ticketed American
Airlines passenger with a boarding
pass who had cleared security
screening but claimed that he lost
his way because he was tipsy from

drinking. As he did not appear to
meet the criteria for public drunken-
ness, police let him go with a cita-
tion for misdemeanor trespassing,
Pedregon said. He was escorted to
the street in front of the terminal
when released, Pedregon said. 

Because the LAX incident
occurred at about 2:45 a.m. Pacific
time, nearly three hours before the
first flights of the day, he would
have had ample time to get through
security again and catch a plane to
Hawaii as scheduled. Pedregon said

it is not unusual for LAX passengers
to mistakenly go through an unau-
thorized exit door at the terminal.
American Airlines said its Honolulu-
bound flight, an Airbus A321, was
carrying 181 passengers and six
crew members.

One passenger who spoke to
HawaiiNewsNow, a consortium of
three television network affiliates,
said a first-class flight attendant
deserved much of the credit for pre-
venting the suspect from reaching
the cockpit. “I would just never want

to go against her. She was tasked
with keeping him out of there, and
she did a great job,” Lee Lorenzen
told the news outlet. The incident
prompted Pacific Command to dis-
patch a pair of F-22 fighter jets to
intercept the passenger plane. “The
F-22s escorted the airliner to the air-
port in accordance with homeland
defense procedures. Local law
enforcement responded once the
civilian airliner was on the ground,”
said command spokesman Dave
Benham said. —Reuters
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HONOLULU: A man is escorted off an American Airlines flight after it landed in Honolulu on
Friday, May 19, 2017. 

NEW YORK: The mayhem and death left in the
trail of a car that sped along crowded sidewalks
in New York’s Times Square has revived calls for
banning vehicles from the Manhattan cross-
roads, one of the world’s busiest tourist desti-
nations. The incident on Thursday, which killed
one person, injured 20 others and brought a
new sense of vulnerability to New Yorkers and
visitors alike, has raised concerns about other
safety provisions in a recent $55 million revamp
of the area. 

The project, completed in 2016 after six
years of planning and construction, included a
limited number of barricades designed to pro-
tect pedestrians. In deciding how many barriers
to install, planners wanted to avoid cluttering
the square and impeding foot traffic along
sidewalks that are often choked with people.
Shaped like a bow tie, Times Square takes form
around the intersection of Broadway and
Seventh Avenue and stretches for nearly six
blocks north of 42nd Street. 

As the centerpiece of the overhaul, officials
closed off five blocks of Broadway to motor vehi-
cles and created two acres of pedestrian plazas.
Thursday’s incident, in which a driver steered
along Seventh Avenue, made a U-turn on to the
sidewalk and mowed down pedestrians as he
accelerated, prompted questions about whether
the Broadway closure was enough. “The closing
of Broadway through Times Square was itself
intended as (a) pedestrian safety measure, and I
think it has been successful in accomplishing
that,” said David Burney, who was commissioner
for design and construction under former Mayor
Michael Bloomberg. 

Burney helped oversee the project for the city
and select Norwegian architectural firm
Snohetta to design it.  “Personally I think this
incident supports the argument for closing of all
traffic through Times Square,” Burney told

Reuters in an email. Even though Thursday’s inci-
dent was not believed to have been politically
motivated, New York City has been on high alert
since the attacks that destroyed the World Trade
Center on Sept 11, 2001. 

More recently, it has grappled with how to
protect people from attackers who use vehicles
as weapons. Those concerns ratcheted higher
last year when militants intentionally drove
trucks into holiday crowds in Germany and
France, killing scores of people. The Times
Square incident might have been even worse if
not for the short steel posts, known as bollards,
installed last autumn in some parts of the area
to protect pedestrians, officials said. “Without
those bollards, the incident would have seen far
greater harm to pedestrians,” Burney said.

One of the posts eventually helped stop the
runaway car driven by the 26-year-old suspect,
Richard Rojas, now charged with murder,
attempted murder and vehicular homicide. But
planners never considered putting bollards
along all of the sidewalks, Burney and another
person involved with planning said. That includ-
ed the block where the car killed 18-year-old
tourist Alyssa Elsman, even though that stretch
of sidewalk was widened in the renovation.

“We wanted to be sure safety measures did
not define the public space, while also creating
highly effective protective features in the most
populated areas,” said Craig Dykers, founding
partner of Snohetta. “This was a fundamental
concept of the redesign as a whole, which
focused on reducing visual and physical clutter
and confusion,” he said. The city envisioned the
project as creating two distinct kinds of spaces -
pedestrian plazas and sidewalks - with the bol-
lards used mostly to surround and protect the
pedestrian zones. 

After Thursday ’s incident, the balance
between aesthetics, convenience and safety that

the architects and city officials sought may need
to be reassessed, people familiar with the plan
said. “It’s certainly worth looking at ... in light of
this,” said Tim Tompkins, president of Times
Square Alliance, a business development part-
nership for the area. Tompkins participated in
discussions about the renovation plan. On
Friday, police had lined most of the sidewalks
around Times Square with temporary concrete
and metal barriers, a stark reminder of
Thursday’s mayhem and the risks inherent in vis-
iting tourist destinations in any city.

In the redesign, decisions on the placement
of bollards were based on recommendations
from the New York Police Department, Burney
said. The city bars the placement of bollards in
front of individual buildings unless the NYPD
deems them to be a potential target, he said.
Deputy Chief William Aubry, who commands
Manhattan detectives, said at a news conference
on Friday that he could not comment on the
department’s role in the design process. City
Councilman Ydanis Rodriguez, who chairs the
council’s transportation committee, on Friday
said he planned to introduce legislation that
would require installation of bollards along busy
sidewalks. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio said on WNYC radio earli-
er on Friday that the city would consider making
changes. “We’re going to look at Times Square
and see - obviously we’ll look at some other key
locations - if we have to do different things in
our approach,” he said. Representatives for de
Blasio did not immediately reply to a question
about whether he would support Rodriguez’s
bill. Dykers, of Snohetta, said in an emailed
statement that the design firm may also take a
second look, with an eye to “further minimize
the impact of any future situations without
interfering with the open, vibrant and unique
character of Times Square.” —Reuters
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