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Mission unaccomplished:

Uganda halts hunt for

notorious warlord

OBO, Central African Republic: Sweat soaks into the bright
red neckerchiefs of the soldiers slouching to attention on a
steamy parade ground deep in the inaccessible forests of
Central African Republic (CAR). The military display marked the
end of a failed years-long hunt for Joseph Kony, leader of the
notorious Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), a rebel group that has
its origins in 1980s Uganda.

Arrayed against this elusive, lonely and brutal figure and his
dwindling band of fighters, were a host of regional militaries
supported by US special forces. And yet, as Ugandan and
American troops abandon their “capture or kill” mission, Kony
remains at large. The job of finding him now rests with the
under-manned and poorly-trained Central African forces.
Lieutenant Hubert Zinja, spokesman for Central African troops
in the town of Obo-until this week the nerve centre of the US-
backed, Ugandan-led hunt for Kony-insisted they were up to
the job. “We are ready with what we have. We have the capacity
to fight rebels,” Zinja said.

Civilians abandoned
Civilians in Obo do not share his confidence. Simeon

Mbolinjbajbe, headmaster of the local secondary school, fears
the departure of the Ugandan troops (UPDF) could lead to
reprisals from LRA fighters believed to be hiding in the dense
bush surrounding the town.”When the UPDF are leaving, the
people of Obo think they are abandoning them for any eventual
attack because for us their presence means security,” said
Mbolinjbaje. “We are worrying about what will come after them.”

For three decades the LRA has cut a swathe of murder, rape
and abduction across central Africa, preying on civilians in four
different countries.  The UN estimates the LRA has slaughtered
more than 100,000 people and abducted 60,000 children since
it was established by Kony in northern Uganda in 1987. A self-
styled mystic and prophet, Kony launched his bloody rebellion
to impose his own interpretation of the biblical ‘Ten
Commandments’.  Forced out of Uganda in 2006, the LRA splin-
tered into small units that have roamed the lawless border
regions of CAR, Democratic Republic of Congo and South
Sudan in the years since.  —AFP

NEW ORLEANS: Workers take down the statue of former confederate general
Robert E Lee, which stands over 100 feet tall, in Lee Circle, New Orleans on
Friday, May 19, 2017. —AP

BRASILIA: Brazil’s political crisis headed
into a weekend dominated by protests and
President Michel Temer’s attempt to secure
enough allies to save himself after being
accused of obstructing justice. Temer
needs to maintain sufficient backing in
Congress to ward off calls for his impeach-
ment barely a year after he took over in the
wake of his predecessor Dilma Rousseff’s
own impeachment.

Today, temperatures will rise further
with nationwide protests planned by leftist
groups demanding Temer step down. The
turnout at the protests will be closely
watched as a gauge of the public mood.
On Friday, the Supreme Court released
court filings in which Prosecutor General
Rodrigo Janot accused Temer and a senior
senator of attempting to block a huge anti-
corruption investigation known as “Car
Wash.” This came after authorities released
what they said was a secretly recorded
conversation between Temer and a busi-
ness executive in which the president is
purported to have given his blessing to
monthly payments of hush money to a
jailed politician.

That politician-former lower house
speaker Eduardo Cunha-is in prison after a
“Car Wash” judge convicted him of bribe-
taking. The “Car Wash” investigation has
upended Brazil with scores of politicians
indicted or subject to probes into alleged
bribe taking and embezzlement.  Cunha,
formerly one of the most powerful insiders
in Congress, has long been rumored to
have threatened to spill secrets on other
politicians to prosecutors.  Temer angrily
denied any wrongdoing in a televised
address Thursday and rebutted mounting
calls for his resignation. He has not spoken
in public since then.

Losing ‘moral’ standing
Adding fuel to the fire was the release

Friday of plea bargain testimony by execu-
tives at the huge JBS meatpacking company
indicating that they had given Temer $4.6
million in bribes. The executives also
claimed to have paid $150 million in unde-
clared campaign funds to former presidents
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva and Rousseff.
Opponents piled on the pressure, with eight
impeachment requests filed in Congress.

The powerful Globo newspaper pub-
lished an editorial at the top of its webpage
demanding Temer resign. “Not one citizen
conscious of the obligations of citizenship
can fail to recognize that the president has
lost the moral, ethical, political and admin-
istrative conditions to continue governing
Brazil,” the editorial said.  The beleaguered
president was holed up Friday at the presi-
dential palace with close aides, a govern-
ment official said on condition of anonymi-
ty.  “The government is working on three
fronts to end the crisis: Political, judicial and
economic,” the source said.

Temer’s conservative government has
angered millions of Brazilians with its ambi-
tious austerity reforms, which include the
planned raising of the retirement age to fix the
country’s unaffordable pension system. Temer
is especially loathed on the left for his role in
the impeachment of Rousseff. As her vice pres-
ident, he immediately took over when she was
pushed out. On Thursday, thousands of people
demonstrated against Temer in the capital
Brasilia and in Rio de Janeiro. Even a former
chief justice of the Supreme Court, Joaquim
Barbosa, said protesters should step in. “There
is no other way out. Brazilians must mobilize,
must take to the streets to forcefully demand
the immediate resignation of Michel Temer,” he
said on Twitter. —AFP

Brazil crisis worsens

RIO DE JANEIRO: A woman reacts to a national address by Brazil’s President
Michel Temer in which he said he would not resign in Rio de Janeiro. —AP

NEW ORLEANS: Crews in New Orleans on
Friday fastened straps around a statue of
Confederate General Robert E Lee as the city
worked to remove the last of four monu-
ments its leaders see as racially offensive. As
the blue straps encircled the bronze figure
of Lee with crossed arms atop a 60-foot mar-
ble column in the center of a busy traffic cir-
cle, New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu was
half a mile away speaking to an audience
that included civil rights leaders, city officials
and activists. He told them the statues cele-
brated “the lost cause of the Confederacy.”

Unlike at a removal earlier this month,
there were no clashes between supporters
and opponents of the statues. Landrieu said
the four monuments were out of step with a
modern city that embraces people of all
races while acknowledging that New
Orleans was also once one of the biggest
slave markets in America. “We cannot be
afraid of the truth,” said Landrieu, who along
with other city leaders decided to take down
the monuments in 2015, a decision that
withstood challenges in federal court. 

On Friday, he called them “symbols of
white supremacy” and a part of a move-
ment “to rewrite history, to hide the truth,
which is that the Confederacy was on the
wrong side of humanity.” Also on Friday, in
Alabama, the legislature sent a bill to the
desk of Governor Kay Ivey that would pro-
hibit the removal of monuments on public
property that have been in place for at least
20 years. Eileen Jones, a spokeswoman for
Ivey, said as of Friday afternoon, Ivey had
not decided whether to sign the bill into

law. Since May 11, crews in New Orleans
have removed monuments to Jefferson
Davis, president of the pro-slavery
Confederacy and PGT Beauregard, a
Confederate general.

Last month, a monument was taken
down that commemorated an 1874 attack
on the racially integrated city police and
state militia by a white supremacist group
called the Crescent City White League.
“(The monuments) were erected purpose-
fully to send a strong message to all who
walked in the shadows (of them) about
who was still in charge in this city,” Landrieu
said. Earlier this month, dozens of support-
ers of the monuments clashed with hun-
dreds of demonstrators near the site of the
Lee statue. The resistance to their removal
was from those who argue the monuments
are important symbols of the city ’s
Southern heritage.  

On Friday, there was no significant pres-
ence of those who wanted to keep the
monuments. More than 100 supporters of
the removals were on hand listening to a
jazz band, not unlike a city park in New
Orleans on any Friday. Landrieu spokes-
woman Erin Burns said the city will hold the
monuments and consider proposals to
move them to government or non-profit
entities. The Lee monument was dedicated
in 1884 on the birthday of the first US presi-
dent, George Washington. The Confederacy
was made up of states that attempted to
preserve slavery in the South and secede
from the United States in the Civil War of
1861 to 1865. —Reuters

New Orleans removes 
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‘They stole my money’
Greek dreams of retirement turn sour

ATHENS: It was supposed to be a
time to look forward to. After
decades of work, retirement was for
many meant to provide a chance to
slow down and enjoy life. A holiday,
an evening out with old friends, the
odd fishing trip. Instead, many Greek
pensioners say they are struggling to
get by. The government has repeat-
edly cuts old age benefits as part of
the country’s three international
bailouts and many retirees now say
they are at breaking point financially.
Some have unemployed children
they try to help on shrinking pen-
sions, others are seeing rising taxes
eat into lifetime savings.  

A new austerity bill approved in
parliament early Friday cuts their pen-
sions even further, putting their plight
in focus. Greece once had a generous
pension system - too generous to be
sustainable, especially with an aging
population. Retirement was possible
from as early as the age of 55 after 30
years of work. Many had extra perks:
public sector employees could retire

as early as 52. Some women with
young children could retire with a
reduced pension at 50.

But the financial crisis left Greece
reliant on international creditors, who
pushed for economic change - not
least to pensions. The standard retire-
ment age is now 67. Many early retire-
ment provisions have been abolished.
Including pensions, incomes have
dropped 40 percent over the last sev-
en years of crisis. Here is a look at the
problem through the stories of four
pensioners. Mina Griva, 78, widow and
former factory worker Griva’s hus-
band, who worked in a steel plant in
Greece, died eight years ago. Her ini-
tial widow’s pension of 998 euros
($1,110) and a 300 euro supplemen-
tary pension have been cut to 560
euros and 150 euros respectively.

“They’ve destroyed us,” said Griva,
who now helps out daily at a munici-
pal care center for the elderly.
“Pensioners are crying.” A mother of
five, she uses her pension to help her
son, who’s been unemployed for five

years. She moved out of her small
Athens apartment to give it to him,
and lives in a single room on the last
floor of the building. Now, she avidly
watches political talk shows on TV to
figure out how much further her pen-
sion will drop.

Griva left Greece in 1964 and
worked for 15 years in Germany, ini-
tially as a cleaner in a cheese factory
and later working an ironing press in a
clothing factory. Times were tough in
Greece then, and she worked double
eight-hour shifts to send money
home to her family. She saved, and
eventually had enough to secure
homes for her children, and a small
apartment for herself.  She thought
she was securing her family’s future.
“We left here to build something,” said
Griva. Instead, the austerity measures
ate into their lives, with new property
taxes, layoffs and income cuts. “Now
you can’t even buy a bread ring for
your grandchildren,” she said. “I don’t
know where this will go. Things are
very, very hard.”

Parasksevas Kokkinakis, 71, former
private bank manager Kokkinakis’
gross pension when he retired in 2002
was about 2,400 euros. It’s now 1,100
euros. He calculates that the new leg-
islation will leave him with 800 euros
or less.  “I wasn’t an employee of the
state, getting state money,” he said.
“Thirty-six years I worked, without
burdening the state by one drachma,
as the currency was then. Instead, the
state came and took away what I
worked for.” Property taxes have risen
but the real estate market is
depressed so selling to raise money
isn’t an option, and Kokkinakis says
he’s burning through his savings just
to pay taxes. Food prices have gone
up, so he and his wife only shop for
the essentials and keep an eye out for
special offers. Things he could do
almost without thinking before - buy
new clothes, go out to dinner with
friends - have ended.

Still, he counts himself among the
lucky ones, as he doesn’t have col-
lege-age children to support. Instead,
he and his wife care for their three
grandchildren while their parents are
at work.  “It never crossed my mind
that there would be a time when this
care-free period - let’s call it that -
would turn into anxiety.” Fotis Milas,
66, former paper factory employee
Milas worked for 36 years in the sales
departments of two paper factories
before retiring seven years ago on a
pension of 1,800 euros that’s been
steadily cut to 1,000 euros.  He says he
wouldn’t object to cuts of 100-300
euros if it was to help the poor, but an
800 euro reduction is too much. 

“This is theft, fraud, literally! Theft, I
tell you. They stole my money.” With
higher taxes to pay on property he
inherited, he struggles to make ends
meet. His life has shrunk to his
cramped living room in a small first-
floor apartment, where he spends
much of his days watching television
and smoking. “You can’t go anywhere.
So you shut yourself off at home.
Why? Isn’t it a shame? Didn’t I work?
Didn’t they withhold contributions
from me?” He says one of the few
pleasure he has left is his daily coffee
with friends.

The new austerity measures are
likely to cut his pension to about 800
euros, Milas says. “I will start having a
very, very hard time. At the moment,
thank God, I’m not hungry. For now.”
Paraskevi Koliambi, 60, former silver-
smith and widowed Koliambi, worked
with her silversmith husband hand-
making decorative items and jewelry.
Her husband died about 11 years ago,
just as he was about to retire. Her son
took over the family business but it is
struggling due to a dramatic fall in
sales amid the financial crisis. 

Koliambi initially received a
reduced widow’s pension of 780
euros, an amount that’s been trimmed
to 760. The two annual pension
bonuses she used to receive have also
been cut. She doesn’t know yet how
much the new measures will hurt. “I
see it as uncertain, the future,” she says
during a visit to her son’s workshop,
tucked away in a dingy back alley off
of Athens’ flea market. “We’re trying to
hold on. My son is really fighting to
keep the business. .... Whatever we
had set aside is all gone - on taxes.”
She puts whatever she can from her
small pension toward helping her son,
“with the hope that we can manage
to keep this business, which is very,
very hard.”  —AP

ATHENS: An elderly woman holding an umbrella walks during a rainfall in central Athens. Greek
retirees say they are struggling to survive on ever dwindling pensions with repeated cuts
imposed by successive governments as part of their country’s three international bailouts. —AP 

An elderly man walks during a rainfall in central Athens. —AP

BENGHAZI: A spokesman for east Libyan
armed forces said yesterday that as many
as 141 people had been killed a day earlier
in an attack on a southern air base, and the
head of Libya’s United Nations-backed gov-
ernment suspended his defense minister
pending an investigation into the incident.
The attack at Brak Al-Shati air base shat-
tered a truce in the area, which in recent
months had become a flashpoint between
military alliances based in eastern and
western Libya.

It risks a major escalation in a stop-start
conflict between eastern-based factions
and rivals loosely aligned with current and
former governments in the capital, Tripoli.
Ahmed Al-Mismari, a spokesman for the
eastern-based Libyan National Army (LNA),
said 103 of those killed in the attack at the
air base were LNA troops, most of them
from the 12th Brigade stationed there. They
were attacked by a brigade from the west-
ern city of Misrata known as the Third
Force, which previously controlled the base
and is nominally aligned with the UN-
backed Government of National Accord
(GNA) in Tripoli. 

Earlier on Friday, the mayor of Brak Al-
Shati and a medical source in the town put
the death toll at 89, though the medical offi-
cial said some bodies had not been brought
to the hospital. Mismari said some of the
bodies were only collected on Friday. It was
not possible to independently verify the
number of casualties. Local and LNA officials
have said some of those killed were civilians
who appeared to have been summarily exe-
cuted. Mohamed Gliwan, a spokesman for
the Third Force, told local TV that LNA troops
who were killed inside the base were armed.

Human Rights Watch cited a medical offi-
cial, an eyewitness, and photo and video
footage to say that attacking forces had
killed “scores of LNA fighters, some with bul-
lets to the head, in apparent acts of summa-
ry execution.” UN Libya envoy Martin Kobler
called the attack unprovoked and vicious,
saying it “must not push (Libya) into further,
serious conflict.” GNA Prime Minister Fayez
Seraj announced that he was suspending
both Defence Minister Mahdi Al-Barghathi
and Third Force commander Jamal Traiki,
“until it is determined who was responsible
for violating the ceasefire”. 

He condemned the escalation at Brak Al-
Shati “in the strongest terms” and called for
an immediate ceasefire. He denied issuing
any instructions to the ministry of defense.
Barghathi is a former LNA commander
turned opponent of LNA chief Khalifa Haftar.
He is widely reported to have played a role
in plotting past military operations against
the LNA, though his ministry denied order-
ing Thursday’s attack.       

The LNA has said Islamist militants and
the Benghazi Defense Brigades (BDB),
whose members previously fought the LNA
in Benghazi, also took part in the attack.
Mismari said the LNA had carried out air
strikes in the Sabha and Jufra regions in
response to the attack. Also on Friday, a car
bomb south of Benghazi killed a prominent
tribal leader linked to the LNA along with
five other people. The blast in Suluq, 31
miles south of Benghazi, also wounded 26
people, a medical source said. The LNA has
been fighting a three-year campaign
against Islamist militants and other oppo-
nents in Benghazi and other parts of east-
ern Libya. —Reuters
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south Libyan attack 


