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Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Southampton v Stoke City 17:00
beIN SPORTS HD 8

Leicester City v Bournemouth 17:00
beIN SPORTS 

Chelsea v Sunderland 17:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6

Arsenal v Everton 17:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2

Liverpool v Middlesbrough 17:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2

Swansea City v West Bromwich Albion 17:00
beIN SPORTS

Manchester United v Crystal Palace 17:00
beIN SPORTS HD 5

Burnley v West Ham United 17:00
beIN SPORTS

Watford v Manchester City 17:00
beIN SPORTS

Hull City v Tottenham Hotspur 17:00
beIN SPORTS HD 7

SPANISH LEAGUE PRIMERA
Celta de Vigo v Real Sociedad 17:45
beIN SPORTS

Valencia v Villarreal 17:45
beIN SPORTS

Atletico de Madrid v Bilbao 17:45
beIN SPORTS

Barcelona v Eibar 21:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2

Malaga v Real Madrid 21:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
Juventus v Crotone 16:00
beIN SPORTS HD 4

Milan v Bologna 16:00
beIN SPORTS 

Udinese Calcio v Sampdoria 16:00
beIN SPORTS 
Genoa v Torino 16:00
beIN SPORTS

Empoli v Atalanta 16:00
beIN SPORTS 

Sassuolo v Cagliari 16:00 
beIN SPORTS 

Lazio v Inter Milano 21:45
beIN SPORTS

MADRID:  Real Madrid players attend a training session at Valdebebas Sport City yesterday on the eve of their last Liga football match, against
Malaga. —AFP 

MADRID: Real Madrid are poised to win a first La
Liga title in five years today as Zinedine Zidane’s
men hold a three-point lead over Barcelona
heading into the final day of the season. Barca
need to beat Eibar at home to have any chance
of a third straight title in outgoing coach Luis
Enrique’s farewell to the Camp Nou. Madrid have
looked in ominous form as they ’ve edged
towards the title by thrashing Sevilla and Celta
Vigo 4-1 in the past week with Cristiano Ronaldo
scoring twice in both games.

“We have to continue what we are doing
because the league isn’t finished yet,” warned
Zidane after Celta were swept aside on
Wednesday. However, having lost just three
league games all season it would be a huge
shock if 11th-placed Malaga denied Madrid at
the final hurdle. Malaga, though, are one of La
Liga’s form sides having picked up 13 points
from their last five games. The Andalusians also
did Real a huge favor by beating Barcelona 2-0
last month.

And Malaga’s attitude towards the game will

be under the spotlight after some controversial
comments from their coach Michel. The former
Madrid favourite admitted he wanted the title
decided before his old side visited as he would
have prefered to give them a “guard of honor”
than deal Madrid’s chances “a blow”. Those state-
ments sparked a war of words between Malaga
and Barcelona with Barca lodging a complaint
with the Spanish sporting authorities after
Malaga’s Qatari owner Abdullah Al-Thani
described them on Twitter as “the scum of
Catalonia”.

Barca should at least have Malaga’s best play-
er and top scorer this season on their side.
Sandro Ramirez made 32 appearances for Barca
before moving to Malaga where he has scored
16 goals in his debut season. And Sandro could
be bidding his farewell to La Rosaleda with a
host of leading Spanish and English clubs inter-
ested in his signature for next season.

UNCHANGED SIDE 
Zidane is expected to unusually name an

unchanged side from the team that started in
Vigo in midweek with a two-week break to come
before Madrid face Juventus in the Champions
League final. Ronaldo will be looking to build on
his stunning record of 13 goals in his last eight
games, but Gareth Bale remains sidelined. Barca
should at least force Real to get the point they
need and give Enrique a victorious farewell
when an Eibar side that have run out of steam
after a great season visit the Camp Nou.

Atletico Madrid will play their final competi-
tive game at the Vicente Calderon before mov-
ing to the 67,000 Wanda Metropolitano next
season with Athletic Bilbao the visitors earlier on
Sunday. That match will have ramifications for
the only issue yet to be resolved as Villarreal,
Athletic and Real Sociedad battle for two Europa
League places. Villarreal, who have a one point
advantage over the two Basque clubs, visit
Valencia, whilst Sociedad travel to Celta.
However, all three will be guaranteed a place in
Europe next season if Barca beat Alaves in the
Copa del Rey final next weekend.

Madrid on verge of 
long-awaited title

BUENOS AIRES:  I nter  M i lan str iker
Mauro Icardi and West Ham United mid-
fielder Manuel Lanzini were named on
Fr iday in  a  squad f rom which Jorge
Sampaoli is expected to pick his first
Argent ina team nex t  month.  S evi l la
coach Sampaoli is set to take the vacant
Argentina job after the Spanish season
ends this weekend and likely to dramati-
cally change the team’s tactics.

His first assignment as coach of his
country’s national team is a friendly against
arch-rivals Brazil in Melbourne on June 9,
followed by a visit to Singapore four days
later. The tour will help him prepare for the
run-in to the South American qualifiers for
the 2018 World Cup finals in Russia in
which Argentina have struggled, particular-
ly in eight out of 14 matches without
injured talisman Lionel Messi.            

Inter captain Icardi has been banging on
the Argentina door since earning a first cap
as a substitute in a World Cup qualifier
against Uruguay in 2013, while the
uncapped Lanzini has had a fine season in
the Premier League. Icardi and Alejandro
Gomez of Atalanta have both been courted
by Italy but turned them down in the hope
of playing for the country of their birth. 

With Champions League finalists
Juventus’s attacking duo of Gonzalo
Higuain and Paulo Dybala also included,
Manchester City striker Sergio Aguero is a
notable if not unexpected absentee after
poor form in recent Argentina matches. The
Argentine FA posted the squad on its offi-
cial website (www.afa.com.ar) without
mentioning Sampaoli, who was confirmed
last month by its president Claudio Tapia as

their chosen candidate after they sacked
Edgardo Bauza.

SUCCESSOR TALKS 
Sampaoli, who has yet to sign a contract

with the AFA, said on Friday he would see
out his Sevilla tenure with Saturday’s home
match against Osasuna before taking a job
he could not refuse. Sampaoli, a Copa
America winner as Chile coach in 2015, had
said previously he hoped to one day work
with Messi and at the time Luis Enrique
announced he was leaving Barcelona earli-
er this season was touted his successor.

Now Sampaoli has the chance to show
he can mould a team around the world’s
best player capable of winning a major tro-
phy after Argentina finished runners-up in
the 2014 World Cup and the 2015 and 2016
Copa America tournaments. The squad of
20 foreign-based players has only four
defenders including Javier Mascherano but
more are expected to be drafted in from
the domestic league with Pablo Zabaleta
another veteran dropped. 

Mascherano could be asked to take up
the defensive duties for his country that
he has become used to fulf i l l ing at
Barcelona often in a back three which
Sampaoli tends to favor. Lanzini, Gomez
and the recalled Eduardo Salvio of Benfica
are midfielders set to be given a chance as
Sampaoli looks for his trademark high
tempo attack and pressing. Argentina are
fifth in the South American qualifying
group from which the top four qualify
automatically and will go into a playoff
against a team from the Oceania confed-
eration if they remain there. — Reuters 

Icardi in, Aguero 
out for Argentina

KUWAIT CITY: Ooredoo Kuwait, Kuwait’s
fastest network, welcomed its brand
ambassador, the young Kuwaiti athlete
Abdulaziz Al-Rashed in the Kuwait
Airport’s VIP hall last week after winning
the XterraOffroad Triathlon in Tahiti. Al-
Rashed is the only Arab contestant to
win this title. He was received by repre-
sentatives of Ooreodo, the Public
Authority for Sports, in addition to hun-
dreds of his fans and supporters. 

Commenting on this,  Director of
Corporate Communications at Ooredoo
Kuwait Mijbil Alayoub said: “We’re proud
of our young athlete Abdulaziz Al-
Rashed for his achievement in Tahiti, and
we’re certain that he will make more
achievements in the future with the
right support. Our sponsorship from

Abdulaziz stems from our deep-rooted
belief in enabling youth to reach their
potential.” 

Al-Rashed’s recent title enables him
to compete in bigger championships
internationally. During the period of his
sponsorship with Ooredoo, he won first
place in Kuwait’s Triathlon which was
held at the Corniche Club. He also won
the third position in Sharm El-Sheikh
ALAMEDA Triathlon, which represents
the pinnacle of triathlon competitions in
Egypt, providing recreational triathletes
with a once in a lifetime opportunity to
compete on the same course as Africa’s
and Arabs’ known champions.  The tour-
nament attracted hundreds of audiences
to watch both the amateurs and the pro-
fessionals including Africa’s best players.

Al-Rashed in between Mijbil Al-Ayoub and Yousuf Al-Shallal

Ooredoo welcomes brand 
ambassador after victory

MOSCOW: Newly-crowned Russian cham-
pions Spartak Moscow look set to finish
the domestic season in winning style
when they visit lowly Arsenal Tula today.
Spartak, who top the league on 69 points,
10 clear of second-placed city rivals CSKA,
are trying to equal the Russian league
record of 72 points which they them-
selves set in 1999. 

The Muscovites look clear favorites
against Arsenal, who are second from
bottom, but the Tula outfit desperately
needs to win to keep alive their sl im
chances of avoiding relegation. Spartak
manager  Mass imo Carrera  sa id  he
expecting a hard match in Tula adding
that he wanted his team to bag all three
points anyway. “Of course the match will
be tough,” he told Russian TV. “Arsenal
desperately need points and they have
nothing to lose. But our goal remains the
same - to reach 72 points. Hopefully, we
will manage to do that.”

CSKA Moscow, who hope to win a place
in next season’s Champions League third
qualifying round, are also set to add three
points to their balance in the match with

Anzhi Makhachkala, who are themselves
two points above the relegation play-off
zone.The Red Army side’s Brazilian mid-
fielder Vitinho said he and his teammates
were ready for a difficult encounter adding
that he believed in CSKA’s ability to secure
their top-two finish.

“It’s a very important match for both
clubs. No doubts it will be a difficult game,”
Vitinho told CSKA’s official site. “CSKA are in
a good position. Our fate is in our own
hands. We just need to win. I believe we will
achieve the desired result.” Meanwhile,
third-placed Zenit, who are one point adrift
of CSKA, will have to pass a stern test on
Sunday when they visit two-time former
champions Lokomotiv Moscow. But Zenit
head coach Mircea Lucescu said he has set
his men to win in Moscow. “The champi-
onship is not over yet and I know that
everything is possible in football,” Zenit
press service quoted Lucescu as saying.
“CSKA can drop points in the match with
Anzhi, who need points to avoid the rele-
gation play-offs. Meanwhile, we must pre-
pare the best possible way for the season-
ending match and win it.” —AFP 

Spartak eye season-ending win   

Bartra returns to  
Dortmund team

BERLIN: Defender Marc Bartra played his
first game yesterday since fracturing his
wrist in a bomb attack on the Borussia
Dortmund team bus on April 11. The 26-
year-old Spaniard started Dortmund’s
final Bundesliga game of the season at
home to Werder Bremen. It was his first
appearance since surgery after fracturing
his right wrist when three bombs hit
Dortmund’s bus on the way to their
Champions League quarter-final at home
to Monaco last month.

With Bartra in hospital, Dortmund
played the first-leg less than 24 hours
after the attack, losing 3-2 to Monaco
eventually losing 6-3 on aggregate to the
French league side. Bartra was released
from hospital four days after the bomb

blast. The same day, his team-mates held
his number five shirt aloft as they cele-
brated in front of their home fans after
their 3-1 win against Eintracht Frankfurt
on April 15.

A German-Russian, identified only as
28-year-old Sergej W., has been charged
with the attack and prosecutors have
said the motive was financial and not
terror-related. He has been charged
with attempted murder, setting off
explosions and causing serious physical
injury. He was hoping to profit from a
drop in the football team’s share price as
a result of the attack. As well as Bartra, a
policeman on a motorcycle escorting
the bus suffered trauma from the noise
of the blast. — AFP 

DORTMUND: Dortmund’s defender Marc Bartra and Bremen’s midfielder Fin Bartels
vie for the ball during the German first division football match between Borussia
Dortmund and Werder Bremen. — AFP 

MOSCOW: Champions Spartak Moscow’s manager Massimo Carrera and footballers
celebrate with the trophy of the Russian Premier League 2016-2017 after their foot-
ball match against Terek Grozny at the Otkrytie Arena stadium. — AFP 


