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"Twin Peaks," the quirky TV show turned cult classic
that gave way to a new age of television, makes its
hotly anticipated return yesterday, nearly three

decades after its debut. Little has emerged about the third
season's 18 episodes, the first of which will air today evening
on the cable network Showtime, which took the series over
from ABC, home of the first two seasons.

Even most of the show's actors are in the dark about all the
details of the small-town drama's revival-only Kyle
MacLachlan, who returns in his role as FBI special agent Dale
Cooper, was able to have a single read of the entire script.
Although viewers have known since the beginning of the sec-
ond season who killed Laura Palmer-a high school student
whose shocking murder launched the plot-an air of mystery
lingers. 

Most of the show's original cast members have returned to
reprise their characters' roles nearly a quarter-century after
the second season wrapped. Director David Lynch, who co-
created the early '90s series, also returned to direct the reboot
of the cult series, his first major project since he directed the
film "Inland Empire" 11 years ago. But no matter how the third
season of "Twin Peaks" plays out, the show has already
cemented its status as a TV masterpiece. 

"David Lynch proved that there wasn't just one way of
making television," said Damon Lindelof, creator of the hit TV
show "Lost," at a Showtime preview segment. Contemporary
to "The Cosby Show" and "Roseanne," "Twin Peaks" emerged
as unclassifiable-a series whose narrative style, rhythm and
music took a striking departure from standard TV fare toward
a more cinematic feel. "You felt like watching a movie, but a
movie that went on for hours and hours," Lindelof said. 

Neither soap opera nor crime series-but simultaneously a
bit of both-the show defied all labels, adding to its recipe for
success a pinch of the supernatural. Madchen Amick, who
plays the waitress Shelly Johnson, told the magazine
Entertainment Weekly that the show "gave the audience what
they were craving, which was intelligence and mystery and
something different."

Cinematic television    
The enigmatic series deliberately left gray areas when tra-

ditional television took pains to avoid them. Each episode last-
ed about an hour, "but it actually necessitated discussion fol-
lowing it," Lindelof said. The show quickly gained a loyal fan
base, which has grown decades later thanks to a new genera-
tion of devotees who took to binge-watching episodes. For

MacLachlan, "the fans kept the memory alive and they're
about to be rewarded." "I hope that they're going to be happy
with what we've done."

When the actor went to work on other shows — including
the hits "Desperate Housewives" and "Sex and the City" — he
said writers would often come to him to sing the praises of
"Twin Peaks." "The writers would say to me: 'I didn't really think
it was possible to do this, but because of 'Twin Peaks,' sudden-
ly I felt empowered, this is my vision.'" But Gary Edgerton, a
television expert at Butler University, said that while the show
was in some ways "unlike anything that had been on televi-
sion before," the influence of shows like "The Sopranos" was
"even more significant."

"The idea of cinematic television really found its footing
and became much more realized when the emphasis went
away from broadcast networks and went into the cable and
satellite sector," Edgerton said. There, he said, "audiences were
relatively smaller, although still substantial, and the show run-
ners had great ambitions in realizing television as art." "But the
question is, would we necessarily have had a Sopranos on tel-
evision if we didn't have Twin Peaks?" — AFP

Actor Kyle MacLachlan, right, and David Lynch attend the world premiere of the Showtime
limited-event series ‘Twin Peaks.’

Madchen Amick, a cast member in ‘Twin Peaks,’
poses at the premiere of the Showtime series.

Cast member Amy Shiels attends the world premiere of the Showtime limited-event
series ‘Twin Peaks.’

Cast member Jesse Johnson attends the world premiere of
the Showtime limited-event series ‘Twin Peaks,’ at the Ace
Hotel in Los Angeles, California. — AFP photos

Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu

Cult series 'Twin Peaks' makes long-awaited return

Ahelicopter whirs overhead and police take
aim from the shadows. You must choose in
an instant to join the terrified migrants hid-

ing in the desert or the ones running for their lives.
Mexican Oscar-winner Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu
has brought a harrowing virtual reality experience
set on the US-Mexican border to the Cannes film
festival, where the plight of the world's migrants is
in the spotlight. The six-minute immersive experi-
ence is called "Carne y arena" (Flesh and Sand). 

As sirens wail, each live participant-barefoot in
sand and wearing VR goggles-experiences the
scene alone, joined only by a small band of virtual
people hoping to reach America-men, women,
children. One screams out in pain and a tragedy
looms, but Inarritu mercifully stops short of the
worst. "During the past four years in which this
project has been growing in my mind, I had the
privilege of meeting and interviewing many
Mexican and Central American refugees," the mak-
er of "Birdman" and "The Revenant" said.

"Their life stories haunted me, so I invited some
of them to collaborate with me in the project."
"Carne y arena" is screening at an airport just out-
side Cannes but back in the sun-kissed

Mediterranean resort town, the refugee issue is
also inescapable. Hungarian director Kornel
Mundruczo, who stunned Cannes with his
Hitchcockian political allegory "White God" in
2014, is in the running for this year's Palme d'Or top
prize with "Jupiter's Moon". 

The supernatural thriller tells the story of Syrian
refugee Aryan who, after being shot several times
by a policeman at the border, can levitate at will.
When a terrorist plot emerges to bomb the
Budapest metro, Aryan gets caught up in a police
dragnet as authorities assume the culprits must be
migrants. 

My problem is your problem   
Mundruczo admitted the film takes a tough

"politically incorrect" look at Hungary's hardline
refugee policy, without letting the rest of Europe
off the hook. "My problem is your problem as well
if you are European," he said. "Of course Hungary is
an example, and from one perspective, is a bad
example. But it can be easily everywhere, so what
is our responsibility? What is our answer to (what)
is happening over there?" 

More than 400,000 migrants passed through

Hungary in 2015 before a highly fortified border
fence was built and a deal between the European
Union and Turkey and other measures dramatically
slowed the influx. Also screening in Cannes is a
passion project by veteran British actress Vanessa
Redgrave, a long-time activist making her directori-
al debut at 80. Her documentary "Sea Sorrow" fea-
tures shots of migrants living in Italy and the now-
dismantled Jungle camp in Calais, northern France,
interspersed with readings by Ralph Fiennes and
Emma Thompson about the human plight of those
fleeing war and misery dating back as far as the
17th century.

Redgrave drew on her decades performing
William Shakespeare's plays for the film, which
takes its own name from "The Tempest". And one of
the most keenly awaited contenders at the festival
that is still to come — "Happy End" by two-time
Palme d'Or winner Michael Haneke — looks at a
middle-class family living in Calais who are oblivi-
ous to the suffering around them.The Cannes film
festival runs until May 28. — AFP

Imagine Dragons
to honor Chris 

Cornell at
Billboard Awards

Imagine Dragons will pay tribute to the late Chris Cornell
in words at the Billboard Music Awards today. A spokes-
woman for the show's producers, dick clark productions,

told The Associated Press on Friday that the rock band will
talk about how the Soundgarden and Audioslave singer
influenced them before they hit the stage at the T-Mobile
Arena in Las Vegas. Authorities say Cornell hanged himself
early Thursday morning after performing at a concert
Wednesday night in Detroit. 

Cornell's family said that without toxicology test results
completed they don't know what caused his death. Cornell
was a leader of the grunge movement with Seattle-based
Soundgarden, with whom he gained critical and commer-
cial acclaim. He also found success outside the band with
his solo music and the band Temple of the Dog. The 2017
Billboard Music Awards will air live on ABC at 8 pm
Eastern/5 pm Pacific. Drake, Miley Cyrus, Cher, Bruno Mars,
Ed Sheeran, Celine Dion and others will also perform dur-
ing the awards show. — AP

Virtual reality, gritty thriller 
bring migrants' plight to Cannes

In this file photo, Daniel Platzman, from left, Ben
McKee, Dan Reynolds, and Daniel Wayne Sermon

of Imagine Dragons, winners of the BMI pop
award for ‘I Bet My Life’ arrive at the 64th annual
BMI Pop Awards at the Beverly Wilshire Hotel in

Beverly Hills, California. — AP


