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MPs welcome decision to 

return some citizenships

Cabinet reinstates nationalities of six families: Reports
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Several opposition lawmakers yesterday wel-
comed the government’s decision to reinstate a num-
ber of revoked citizenships, including those of opposi-
tion figure and former MP Abdullah Al-Barghash and his
family members. Reports said the Cabinet in its weekly
meeting yesterday decided to return revoked citizen-
ships to six families, including Barghash and 57 mem-
bers of his family. 

According to the reports, Barghash and his family
members will get their citizenships as they were before
they were revoked almost three years ago, allegedly for
obtaining them with false documents. Along with
Barghash, the government revoked the citizenships of
another opposition figure, a pro-opposition TV owner
and an Islamist preacher. Opposition groups, activists
and human rights bodies strongly criticized the move,
amid calls for reinstating all the revoked citizenships.

A large number of candidates in the November parlia-
mentary polls made the issue of the revoked citizenships
one of their top priorities. After the election, opposition
MPs, who won almost half of the seats, pressed the gov-
ernment to reinstate the revoked citizenships. But the
breakthrough came after a group of lawmakers met HH
the Amir over two months ago, and the meeting result-
ed in an agreement to return the citizenships.

The government immediately formed an independ-
ent committee to study cases of all those who had their
citizenships revoked. The committee submitted its first
report last week. 
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JERUSALEM: US President Donald Trump visited
Jerusalem and the Western Wall yesterday as he
sought ways to achieve Israeli-Palestinian peace, but
also used the opportunity to again lash out at Iran.
Trump became the first sitting US president to visit
the Western Wall in the disputed city, placing his
hand on one of the most sacred sites in Judaism in a
highly symbolic move. Trump’s visit is part of his first
trip abroad as president and follows an initial stop in
Saudi Arabia, where he urged Islamic leaders to con-
front extremism while also criticizing Iran.

It comes as he contends with a raft of problems
back home, including a special counsel investigating
whether his associates colluded with Russia. Trump
landed in Tel Aviv yesterday afternoon, welcomed by
officials including Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu as he walked along a red carpet ahead of a
brief ceremony. He later travelled by helicopter to
Jerusalem and, in remarks at Israeli President Reuven
Rivlin’s residence, launched another salvo against Iran.

“The United States and Israel can declare with
one voice that Iran must never be allowed to pos-
sess a nuclear weapon - never ever - and must
cease its deadly funding, training and equipping of
terrorists and militias,” Trump said. “And it must
cease immediately.” 
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In Jerusalem, Trump lashes out at Iran 

JERUSALEM: US President Donald Trump and First Lady Melania Trump visit the Church of the Holy Sepulchre
in Jerusalem’s Old City yesterday. — AFP 

BAGHDAD/VIENNA: OPEC heavyweights Saudi Arabia and
Iraq agreed yesterday on the need to extend a global cut
in oil supply by nine months in an effort to prop up crude
prices, removing a potential stumbling block as producing
countries prepare to meet this week. Saudi Energy Minister

Khalid Al-Falih said he did not expect any opposition with-
in the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
to extending the curbs for a further nine months, speaking
after he met his Iraqi counterpart in Baghdad.
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