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KUWAIT: Kuwait Times launched a campaign a
month before the advent of Ramadan to monitor
changes in prices of some basic commodities. The
survey compares the prices per kilogram of five
different kinds of commodities sold at co-ops on
a weekly basis. These items are the most popular,
whose prices usually hike during Ramadan. This
year we also added eggs, milk and frozen chicken
to the earlier list of minced meat, chicken, toma-
toes, lemons and cucumbers. Comparing prices

two weeks ago with prices this week, we noticed
a significant increase in the price of cucumber,
and a drop in the price of tomatoes. 

Kuwait Times will be monitoring the prices
of these products to check if any increases
occur until the middle of the holy month of
Ramadan. Follow Kuwait Times next week to
read our next report. Prices are the same in all
co-ops for the same kind and brand of product,
but may differ in other supermarkets. Also, co-
ops hold weekly food festivals with discounts
on fruits and vegetables.  

Cucumber prices hike, tomatoes 
drop ahead of Ramadan

Representatives from various travel agencies attend the seminar.

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Ambassador of South Africa to
Kuwait Mzolisa Bona hosted a tourism sem-
inar yesterday at his residence in Mishref,
which was attended by representatives
from various travel agencies. Around 1,400
Kuwaitis visited South Africa in 2016 for
tourism purposes. “We also issued business,
medical and education visas,” he said. 

The South African embassy regularly
holds tourism events in Kuwait to encour-
age people from Kuwait to visit the country.
“This is in addition to cultural cooperation
and education exchange events that we
organize during the calendar year. We want
this embassy to be proactive,” Bona said. The
envoy also lauded the embassy’s stream-
lined visa service that reduced processing
time from one week to just three days.
“South Africa is an attractive place to visit.
We want this information to be available to
our visitors, especially at the onset of sum-
mer because we want an increase of tourism
from this part of the world,” he added.

Bona said some Kuwaitis have invested
in the hospitality industry in South Africa,
including a company that bought an exclu-
sive beachfront resort. “We are happy that
Kuwaitis are investing in our country. Last
year, our deputy minister visited Kuwait,
while an official from the National Council
for Culture, Arts and Letters visited South

Africa. Currently, we are concluding negoti-
ations on joint bilateral commissions. Once
this is done, the foreign minister of Kuwait
will go to South Africa for an inaugural cer-
emony. Several delegations from the trade
and industry sector in South Africa recently
visited Kuwait to promote business. I also
paid a visit to the minister of commerce
and industry in Kuwait to facilitate a visit of
our minister of trade and commerce to
Kuwait this year,” Bona said.  

South African envoy 
woos Kuwaiti visitors

KUWAIT: Ambassador of South Africa to
Kuwait Mzolisa Bona speaks during a
tourism seminar he hosted at his resi-
dence yesterday. 
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VIENNA: Kuwait has urged the interna-
tional community to unify efforts and poli-
cies to counter transnational organized
crime that poses a threat to the world’s
security and interests. 

The dangerous and persistent develop-
ment of crimes, especially organized cross-
border ones, and their growing links with
the terrorist activities and acts, necessitate
paying more attention to their conse-
quences and intensifying efforts to combat
them, said Minister of Justice and Minister
of State for the National Assembly Affairs
Dr Faleh Al-Azb yesterday. 

Azb made the statement in his address
to the 26th session of the UN Commission
on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice in
Vienna. He reiterated the significance of
activating, and enhancing international
cooperation, both bilateral and regional,
for realizing more security and stability,
developing a favorable climate for achiev-
ing the 2030 Agenda Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).  

Kuwait has applied for the membership
of the Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice (2019-2021) out of a
desire to boost the frameworks of interna-

tional cooperation, Azb said. The minister
referred to the cooperation among the
world countries, both on the bilateral and
regional levels, to consolidate the princi-
ples calling for combating and preventing
crimes, as well as cooperation in the rele-
vant legal procedures.  This has been fruit-
ful in curbing rates of international crimes,
and increasing cooperation for undermin-
ing planning or inciting such crimes.

Kuwait has issued a host of relevant leg-
islations, including the 2013 law on
Trafficking in Persons and Smuggling of
Migrants, one for combating money laun-
dering and financing terrorism, and a third
for setting up the Anti-Corruption
Authority, Azb said. 

Concluding his address, the minister
reaffirmed the principles of the Doha
Declaration supporting the international
communit y ’s  ef for ts  to  prevent  and
combat crimes. Azb invited the partici-
pants in the 26th session to attend an
event to be organized by the State of
Kuwait on Thursday May 25 on the side-
lines of the commission’s meeting to
review the country’s efforts for counter-
ing terrorism. — KUNA

VIENNA: Minister of Justice and Minister of State for the National Assembly Affairs Dr
Faleh Al-Azb (center) leads the Kuwaiti delegation during the session. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Interior (MoI)
pardoned yesterday members of the
police force imprisoned for minor offens-
es, in a gesture of goodwill to mark the
advent of the holy month of Ramadan. 
Deputy Prime Minister and Interior

Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-
Sabah has commuted the sentences
of the officers, thereby, giving them
an early release just around the start
of  the holy month,  MoI  noted in a
statement. — KUNA

Amnesty to jailed police
officers ahead of Ramadan

Kuwait urges uniform 
policies to counter

transnational crimes

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The government plans to issue a deci-
sion soon on expanding the scope of citizens
who can benefit from the National Fund for
Small and Medium Enterprises (SME)
Development, said official sources. This step
comes in view of the extremely limited demand
for the fund’s services, as the total spending on

entrepreneurial projects so far is only KD 6 mil-
lion out of the fund’s KD 2 billion capital, they
noted. The sources explained that the govern-
ment is considering including retirees and pro-
viding them with capital needed to start their
projects to revive local markets and create more
job opportunities for Kuwaitis. The sources also
noted that the fund would impose fines on
Kuwaiti entrepreneurs who sublease the projects

to expats and those who do not hire citizens. 

KD 1.5 million 
The Public Authority for Housing Welfare col-

lected KD 1.5 million in fines from contractors who
are behind schedule in executing housing projects
currently under construction, said informed
sources, explaining that the fines were collected as
per penal clauses in the contracts of 29 projects.   

SME owners to be fined for
subleasing projects to expats

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Electricity and Water
(MEW) yesterday organized an awareness cam-
paign at Al-Hamra Tower to introduce the new
power consumption tariffs to the public by dis-
tributing brochures explaining the new proce-
dures. Eqbal Al-Tayyar, MEW technical control
manager and the head of GCC power conserva-
tion campaign, said that the campaign’s purpose
is to introduce the new five-fils tariff for com-
mercial sector consumers (shops and markets),
noting that Kuwait was the last GCC state to
increase power tariffs. Tayyar added that the
new charges would reduce electricity consump-
tion and help reduce emissions. She added that
Al-Hamra’s shift to using LED lamps would help
reduce power consumption as well as tempera-
tures within the complex, especially after chang-
ing over 5,000 lamps. 

E-licenses
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic affairs and

Minister of State for Municipal Affairs
Mohammad Al-Jabri yesterday launched the
electronic construction license issuance system
in Hawally governorate, to be the second after
Mubarak Al-Kabeer. Speaking to reporters at a
special ceremony held in the presence of Kuwait
Municipality Director Ahmed Al-Manfouhi, Jabri
said the new system aims at issuing construction
licenses within hours compared to extremely
long periods in the past. 

Jabri added that the new system would be
launched in the Capital governorate on July 4
before expanding the system in Ahmadi,
Farwaniya and Jahra respectively before the end
of the year. He added that the service actually
began on May 2, but the official launch was
postponed until 22 licenses had already been
issued. Manfouhi said municipality officials man-
aged to launch the second phase of the project
and stressed that the new system includes issu-
ing various types of licenses. “The new system
helps in issuing licenses that used to take 2-3
months within two hours,” he underlined.  

Ministry spreads awareness
about new power tariffs

27 illegal 
residents arrested

By Hanan Al-Saadoun 
KUWAIT: Residency detectives arrested 27 illegal residents of
various nationalities, said security sources. Case papers indicate
that detectives had been tipped off concerning a house in
Riqqa harboring many illegal residents and absconders. The
house was raided and the suspects, including illegal residents,
absconders and wanted people, were arrested. 

Forgery
Investigations are currently in progress at Farwaniya immi-

gration department over the forging of a dependent’s birthdate
on a transaction form to renew a residency visa, said security
sources, noting that the date on the form did not match the
one stored on the system. 

Checkpoints
Upon instructions from the Ministry of Interior’s (MoI) acting

assistant undersecretary for public security Maj Gen Ibrahim Al-
Tarrah, security forces set up 94 checkpoints from May 16-21,
arresting 39 people wanted for criminal cases, 148 wanted for
civil claims, 180 absconders, 160 illegal residents, 472 without
IDs, 45 with drugs, six with alcohol, four for robbery, 22 margin-
al laborers and nine peddlers. Meanwhile, 31 vehicles wanted
by authorities were impounded and 1,962 traffic tickets were
issued, including 74 for parking in disabled parking spaces. 

Truck ban
The Ministry of Interior’s relations and security media

department announced the truck ban timings on various roads
would be adjusted during Ramadan to be from 8:30-10:30 am
and from 12:30-3:00 pm. The department also announced that
timings during which use of the left emergency lane would be
allowed will be from 8:00 am till midnight. 

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah met yesterday with the
visiting State Secretary at Swiss Ministry of Foreign Affairs Pascale Baeriswyl. During
the meeting, they discussed cooperation between Kuwait and Switzerland and the
latest regional and international developments.  The meeting was attended by sev-
eral senior officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. — KUNA


