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Islamist opposition MP Waleed Al-Tabtabaei said the
pressure of the grillings of the prime minister helped to
accelerate the process of reinstating the citizenships. He
congratulated those who got their citizenships back
and said others will follow.

MP Khaled Al-Otaibi called on the government to end
this issue and return all the citizenships. The lawmaker
thanked HH the Amir and said he and other MPs will press
for the return of all revoked citizenships. Opposition MP
Jamaan Al-Harbash congratulated those who got their cit-
izenships and said others will be returned. Opposition MP

Mohammad Hayef praised the cooperation between the
Assembly and the government and said they are looking
for others to get their citizenships back too.

Supervisor of the National Assembly MP Nayef Al-
Merdas said yesterday the Assembly’s office has decid-
ed to hold more Assembly sessions to finalize debating
the state budgets and budgets of state institutions. He
said the Assembly will hold an additional session on
Thursday and two sessions weekly and the possibility of
a third one on Thursdays. He said the office has not
decided when the Assembly will start its summer
recess. Under the law, the assembly cannot end the ses-
sions before approving the state budget.

MPs welcome decision to return some...
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When meeting Netanyahu, Trump said Iran should
have thanked the United States for the 2015 nuclear
accord between Tehran and world powers because it
led to the lifting of sanctions. “Instead of saying thank
you to the United States, they now feel emboldened,”
Trump said. In Tehran yesterday, Iran’s newly re-elect-
ed President Hassan Rouhani ridiculed US strategy in
the Middle East, dismissing Trump’s summit with Arab
leaders in Saudi Arabia as “just a show”.

Security was extremely tight for the Israeli leg of
the visit, with police deploying some 10,000 officers.
The alleys and passageways of Jerusalem’s ancient
Old City, which Trump visited later in the day, were
essentially under lockdown. Trump toured two iconic
sites in Jerusalem, a city holy to Muslims, Christians
and Jews.  The f irst  was the Church of  the Holy
Sepulchre, built at the site where Christians believe
Jesus (PBUH) was crucified, buried and resurrected.

Afterwards, wearing a black skullcap, he made his
symbolic visit to the Western Wall, placing what
appeared to be a written prayer or note between its
stones, as is custom. He was not accompanied by any
Israeli leaders during the visit to the site in east
Jerusalem. Allowing them to do so could have led to
accusations that Washington was implicitly recogniz-
ing Israel’s unilateral claim of sovereignty over the
site, which would break with years of US and interna-
tional precedent.

The status of Jerusalem is ultra-sensitive and has
been among the most difficult issues in Israeli-
Palest inian peace talks.  Israel  occupied east
Jerusalem and the West Bank in 1967 in moves never
recognized by the international community. It later
annexed east Jerusalem and claims the entire city as
its capital. The Palestinians see east Jerusalem as the
capital of their future state.

Trump has spoken of reaching the “ultimate deal” -
Israeli-Palestinian peace - brushing off years of failed
attempts by his predecessors. Speaking just after his
arrival, he said: “We have before us a rare opportunity
to bring security and stability and peace to this

region and to its people, defeating terrorism and cre-
ating a future of harmony, prosperity and peace.”

Today, Trump will  meet Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas in Bethlehem in the West Bank, visit
the Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial in Jerusalem
and give a speech at the Israel Museum. Any leader
would face an enormous challenge in seeking to
bring the Israelis and Palestinians together for mean-
ingful talks, and Trump’s inexperience and domestic
political struggles will only add to it. He has spoken
of his self-described deal-making prowess in vowing
“we will get it done”.

Trump has sent mixed signals about how he will
approach the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. He cast
uncertainty over years of international efforts to fos-
ter a two-state solution when he met Netanyahu at
the White House in February. At that meeting, he said
he would support a single state if it led to peace,
delighting Israeli right-wingers who want to see most
of the West Bank annexed. At the same time, he
urged Israel to hold back on settlement building in
the West  Bank ,  a  longstanding concern of
Palestinians and much of the world.

Trump advocated during his campaign breaking
with decades of precedent and moving the American
embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, deeply alarming
Palestinians. He has since said the move was still
being looked at. Trump’s seeming openness to at
least some of Abbas’ concerns has given Palestinians
more reason for hope than many may have expected,
but still reason to remain wary, some analysts say.

On the Israeli side, Netanyahu heads what is seen
as the most right-wing government in the country’s
history, and members of his coalition were elated
with Trump’s election. Trump’s actions since have left
them disappointed, with the embassy remaining in
Tel Aviv - at least for now - and the White House seek-
ing to restart peace efforts. However, the United
States remains Israel’s most important ally, providing
it with more than $3 billion in defense aid annually.
After Israel and the Palestinian territories, Trump will
head to the Vatican along with Brussels and Italy for
NATO and G7 meetings. — AFP 

In Jerusalem, Trump lashes out at Iran 

BAGHDAD: Iraqi Oil Minister Jabar Ali Al-Luaibi (right) and Saudi Energy Minister Khalid Al-Falih hold a joint
press conference yesterday. — AP
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OPEC meets in Vienna on Thursday to consider whether to
prolong the original deal reached in December in which
OPEC and 11 non-member countries, including Russia,
agreed to cut output by about 1.8 million barrels per day in
the first half of 2017. The Saudi minister told a joint news con-
ference with his Iraqi counterpart Jabar Ali Al-Luaibi that Iraq
had given the “green light” to a proposal for a nine-month
extension that would be presented to the meeting in the
Austrian capital. He said a new agreement would be similar
to the previous pact, with minor changes. He said any deci-
sion would not be finalised until OPEC meets.

Falih was paying a rare visit to Iraq in the latest effort by
the top oil producer to convince its fellow OPEC member to
extend supply cuts to ease a global glut. Luaibi said he
agreed with Saudi Arabia on the need for a nine-month
extension. Saudi Arabia and non-OPEC Russia have been
pushing to extend the cuts from the end of June until March
2018. Iraq, OPEC’s second-largest and fastest-growing oil
producer, had until yesterday voiced support only for a six-
month extension.

It is the first time in nearly three decades that a senior
Saudi energy official has visited Baghdad. OPEC wants to
reduce global oil inventories to their five-year average but
so far has struggled to do so. Stockpiles are hovering near
record highs, partly because of rising production in the
United States, which is not part of the existing deal. “I
believe we have a growing consensus (on the duration of

cut extension),” OPEC’s Secretary-General Mohammad
Barkindo told reporters in Vienna. Iraq and Iran were the
main stumbling blocks for OPEC in reaching its last output-
cutting decision in December.

Baghdad argued it had just started enjoying production
growth after years of stagnation and Tehran said it needed
to raise output after the lifting of Western sanctions. Iraq
ended up agreeing to cap output in the first half of 2017
while Iran was allowed a slight rise in production. Nigeria
and Libya were granted exemptions from cuts as their out-
put suffered from unrest. Both have regained some volumes
in recent months and are expected to add more soon,
adding to OPEC’s challenge in rebalancing the market.

Goldman Sachs, one of the most active banks in com-
modities trading, said yesterday a nine-month extension
would help rebalance inventories in 2017 and keep Brent
prices near $57 per barrel. Brent futures were trading 0.6 per-
cent higher at $53.92 a barrel yesterday at 1638 GMT.
Goldman said OPEC should put pressure on American shale
oil producers by creating a market structure known as back-
wardation, when the future trading price of a commodity is
below the current spot market value.

By extending cuts into 2018 and promising to boost out-
put next year, OPEC could force the oil market into backwar-
dation that would scare away private equity and other
investors who have been funding the American shale pro-
ducers. “The binding force to sustainably slow shale growth
lies on the funding side,” Damien Courvalin, a Goldman ana-
lyst, wrote in the research note to clients. — Reuters 

Saudis, Iraq agree on oil cut


