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LONDON: Arsenal are favorites to beat Chelsea in the FA Cup final as
they will be motivated to end their season on a high after failing to
qualify for the Champions League, the Premier League champions’
manager Antonio Conte said. Chelsea began their title celebrations
after beating relegated Sunderland 5-1 on Sunday and can win the
domestic double by beating Arsenal, who fell short of a top four finish
despite a 3-1 win over Everton, on Sunday. “If you ask me who is the
favorite now, it’s Arsenal,” Conte told reporters on Sunday. “They have

this chance to find a good season, to have a successful season.
“Arsenal missed out on the Champions League and we must

prepare in the right way. I’m not talking about tactically-
I’m talking about motivation. “The right fire in our soul and
heart. If we have more than Arsenal then we’ll have the
possibility to win.” Conte can become the second manager

to win the double in his first season after fellow
Italian Carlo Ancelotti achieved the feat in the

2009-10 campaign. — Reuters    

LONDON: Wicket-keeper Sarah Taylor was included in the England
squad announced yesterday for the Women’s World Cup after taking
nearly a year out of the game due to a stress-related illness. Taylor, 28,
widely regarded as one of the best keepers in the women’s game
and, on her day, a dynamic batsman, stepped away from crick-
et after revealing she was struggling with anxiety issues.
But she returned last month and has been included,
together with captain Heather Knight, in a 15-strong
squad provided they both complete their “return to
full fitness”. Top-order batsman Knight suffered a
stress fracture in her foot earlier this month but
she hopes to be fit in time to lead hosts
England in their World Cup opener against
India in Derby on June 24. Taylor joined the
squad for a training camp in the United Arab
Emirates last month for the first time since taking an indefinite
career break in May last year. —AFP 

DALLAS: The Texas Rangers put themselves in some impressive com-
pany with their 10-game winning streak - but if the season ended
now, they wouldn’t make the playoffs. The Rangers still face their
share of challenges, especially since they’re in the AL West, where
Houston has baseball’s best record and a 5 1/2-game lead. Texas won
10 in a row before Saturday’s loss at Detroit, but all that run did was
help erase a poor start to the season. It was the eighth time since the
start of 2015 that a major league team won at least 10 in a row within
the same season. Seven different teams have accomplished it, with
Toronto pulling it off twice in 2015. The six teams that did it besides
the Rangers all went on to make the postseason. Right now, Texas is 1
1/2 games behind the American League’s second wild card. The
Rangers rank toward the bottom of the AL in batting average (.237)
and on-base percentage (.316), yet they’re fourth in runs (215). Players
such as Joey Gallo (.184 average with 13 home runs) and Mike Napoli
(.188 with 10 homers) have come to typify the way their offense has
worked in 2017. — AP 
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ATLANTA: Atlanta Braves shortstop Dansby Swanson, right, is tagged out at home by Washington Nationals catcher Matt Wieters while trying to score on a single by teammate Ender Inciarte in the sixth inning of a baseball game. — AP 

ATLANTA: Stephen Strasburg struck out a
season-high 11 batters, allowing five hits in
7 2/3 innings as the Washington Nationals
beat the Braves 3-2 in Major League Baseball
on Sunday to stop a four-game losing streak.
Strasburg (5-1) improved to 7-1 in his last
nine starts against Atlanta. After Dansby
Swanson hit a two-run double in the eighth
that chased Strasburg, Koda Glover struck
out Nick Markakis to end the inning and fin-
ished the six-hitter for his third save. Daniel
Murphy hit a second-inning homer off Jaime
Garcia (1-3) and the Nationals added two
unearned runs in the third.

YANKEES 3, RAYS 2
Brett Gardner hit his eighth home run,

one more than this 2016 total, and CC
Sabathia won consecutive starts for the first
time since last June to help New York avoid
a three-game sweep. Rookie Aaron Judge
made a full extension diving backhand
catch on the right field warning track in the
sixth to rob Evan Longoria of a tying extra-
base hit, starting a double play that dou-
bled up Corey Dickerson at first.  Didi
Gregorius had four hits, including an RBI sin-
gle, as New York won for just the fourth time
in 11 games. Sabathia (4-2) allowed two

runs and four hits in five-plus innings, and
Dellin Betances got four outs for his second
save. Chris Archer (3-3) struck out a season-
high 12, giving up three runs and six hits in
6 1/3 innings.

ANGELS 12, METS 5
Mike Trout homered, doubled and drove in

three runs, C.J. Cron hit a grand slam and Los
Angeles built a 9-0 lead by the third inning as
it avoided a three-game sweep.  Andrelton
Simmons and Jefry Marte also homered for
the Angels. Matt Reynolds, Curtis Granderson
and Jay Bruce hit home runs as the Mets tried
to rally. Cron’s long slam highlighted a five-run
first, and Trout hit his 14th homer and Marte
followed with a home run in the second that
brought the withdrawal of Tommy Milone (1-
2), who tied a career high by allowing eight
runs. Jesse Chavez (4-5) gave up five runs in 5
2/3 innings.

BLUE JAYS 3, ORIOLES 1
Marco Estrada (3-2) matched his career

high with 12 strikeouts in 7 2/3 innings,
Devon Travis hit a three-run homer and
Toronto prevented a three-game sweep
with its second win in nine games against
Baltimore this season. Travis connected in

the first inning off Wade Miley (1-2) follow-
ing a two-out error and a single. Joe Smith
struck out Chris Davis with two on in the
eighth, and Roberto Osuna got three outs
for his sixth save.

ROYALS 6, TWINS 4
TWINS 8, ROYALS 4 

Robbie Grossman, Max Kepler and Chris
Gemenez all  homered to help the
Minnesota salvage a split of the double-
header. Grossman and Kepler each hit two-
run homers in the first inning, and Brian
Dozier had an RBI double in the second off
Ian Kennedy (0-4) in his first game back
from the disabled list. Minnesota’s offense
helped left-hander Adalberto Mejia (1-1)
earn his first career big league win. Mejia
was the Twins’ 26th active player for the sec-
ond game and allowed three runs in seven
innings, on two home runs by Salvador
Perez - who also went deep in the first
game. In the first game, Brandon Moss hit
two of Kansas City’s four home runs, and
Perez and Jorge Bonifacio each hit two-run
homers. Mike Minor (1-1) pitched 1 1/3
innings to win for the first time since Aug.
28, 2014. Minor, a 29-year-old left-hander
who missed two seasons with a shoulder
injury, relieved Jake Junis with a 5-2 lead in
the fifth, two outs and two on. He walked
Max Kepler, retired Kennys Vargas on a
popout then pitched a perfect sixth. Kelvin
Herrera pitched a one-hit ninth for his ninth
save. Phil Hughes (4-3) gave up five runs
and six hits - including three homers - in
four innings.

INDIANS 8, ASTROS 6
Yan Gomes homered and tied a career

high with five RBIs as Cleveland completed a
three-game sweep. Gomes’ third-inning
homer off Joe Musgrove (3-4) gave the
Indians a 3-1 lead, and Cleveland added
three more runs in the fourth. The Indians are
5-1 against Houston this season, dealing the
Astros two of their three series losses. Danny
Salazar (3-4) yielded three runs and four hits
in 5 2/3 innings with seven strikeouts.

ROCKIES 6, REDS 4
Rookie pitcher Kyle Freeland hit one of

Colorado’s four solo homers off Bronson
Arroyo (3-4) and Colorado improved the NL’s

best record to 28-17. Freeland (5-2) gave up
four runs - three earned - in 5 2/3 innings.
Joey Votto and Scott Schebler homered off
him in the sixth. Freeland doubled and hit
his first major league homer off Arroyo (3-4),
connecting on a 71 mph pitch for a drive to
right field. Carlos Gonzalez, DJ LeMahieu
and Pat Valaika also had solo shots off
Arroyo, who has given up 15 homers. Greg
Holland remained per fect in 19 save
chances. Cincinnati has lost eight of nine,
with none of its starters going more than 5
1/3 innings.

PIRATES 1, PHILLIES 0
Chad Kuhl and four relievers combined

on a three-hitter and Pittsburgh scratched
out the only run of a rainy game when
David Freese was hit by a pitch with the
bases loaded. Philadelphia starter Aaron
Nola (2-1) returned from the disabled list
and gave up four hits in seven innings.
Wade LeBlanc (3-0) pitched 1 1/3 innings to
win in relief. Juan Nicasio and Felipe Rivero
got the ball to Tony Watson, who earned his
10th save.

CARDINALS 8, GIANTS 3
Matt Carpenter homered and Randal

Grichuk drove in four runs for St Louis, which
stopped a four-game skid. San Francisco had
won seven of eight. Adam Wainwright (4-3)
allowed one run and five hits in 6 1/3
innings. Matt Cain (3-2), who gave up seven
runs and nine hits in 5 1/3 innings.

CUBS 13, BREWERS 6
Kris Bryant homered twice and reached

base in all five plate appearances, Anthony
Rizzo and Ben Zobrist also went deep, and
Willson Contreras went 3 for 3 with three
RBIs. Jake Arrieta (5-3) allowed one
unearned run over six innings. Milwaukee’s
Eric Thames left in the fifth with leg cramp-
ing. Chase Anderson (2-1) yielded six runs
and seven hits in four-plus innings.

RED SOX 12, ATHLETICS 3
Mitch Moreland homered in his third

consecutive game, a two-run drive in the
sixth off starter Andrew Triggs (5-3) that
landed in the second deck. Boston avoided
a four-game sweep. Eduardo Rodriguez (3-
1) allowed three runs and struck out eight in
eight innings. Hanley Ramirez and Christian

Vazquez had three hits apiece. Oakland’s
three errors raised its total to a major
league-leading 42.

WHITE SOX 8, MARINERS 1
Yolmer Sanchez had a two-run single in

Chicago’s five-run first inning, and Derek
Holland (4-3) gave up six hits in eight
innings. Tim Anderson had three hits and
two RBIs for the White Sox. Nelson Cruz hit
his 11th home run for the Mariners, who
have lost three straight. Seattle starter Chris
Heston (0-1), recalled from Triple-A Tacoma
before the game to make his first major
league start since Oct. 2, 2015, was roughed
up for seven runs and seven hits in three
innings. He walked the bases loaded in the
first before giving up four straight hits.

DODGERS 6, MARLINS 3
Brandon McCarthy (4-1) retired his first

14 batters before Derek Dietrich’s double
and allowed one run and three hits in six
innings. Adrian Gonzalez had three RBIs and
his first three-hit game of the season for the
Dodgers. Yasmani Grandal had three hits,
including a pair of doubles. Vance Worley (0-
1) made his Marlins debut and allowed
three runs and six hits in four innings.

PADRES 5, DIAMONDBACKS 1
Clayton Richard (3-5) pitched a five-hitter

and struck out six in his fourth career com-
plete game as San Diego ended a five-game
losing streak. The 33-year-old Richard also
had an RBI single during a three-run, fifth-
inning rally off Zack Godley (1-1) that was
cut short due to fan interference.

RANGERS 5, TIGERS 2
Mike Napoli homered to the camera plat-

form beyond center field, helping Yu
Darvish beat Detroit yet again. Darvish (5-2)
has won all seven of his starts against the
Tigers, although this one was a bit of a
struggle. He allowed two runs and five hits
in five innings, but Napoli put the Rangers
ahead 3-2 with his solo shot in the fifth off
Matthew Boyd (2-4). Pete Kozma also went
deep for Texas, and the Rangers shut down
Detroit after Darvish exited. Relievers Alex
Claudio and Sam Dyson allowed one hit
apiece, and Keone Kela pitched a perfect
ninth for his first save. Ian Kinsler homered
for the Tigers. —AP 

Strasburg leads Nationals over Braves

MLB results/standings

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      
NY Yankees 25 16 .610 -       
Baltimore 25 17 .595 0.5   
Boston 22 21 .512 4       
Tampa Bay 23 23 .500 4.5   
Toronto 19 26 .422 8       

Central Division
Minnesota 22 18 .550 -       
Cleveland 23 19 .548 -       
Detroit 21 21 .500 2       
Chicago White Sox 20 22 .476 3       
Kansas City 18 25 .419 5.5   

Western Division
Houston 29 15 .659 -       
Texas 24 21 .533 5.5   
LA Angels 23 23 .500 7       
Oakland 20 24 .455 9       
Seattle 20 25 .444 9.5   

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 26 17 .605 -       
Atlanta 18 23 .439 7       
NY Mets 18 24 .429 7.5   
Philadelphia 15 26 .366 10      
Miami 15 28 .349 11      

Central Division
Milwaukee 25 19 .568 -       
St. Louis 22 19 .537 1.5   
Chicago Cubs 22 20 .524 2       
Cincinnati 20 23 .465 4.5   
Pittsburgh 20 24 .455 5       

Western Division
Colorado 28 17 .622 -       
Arizona 26 19 .578 2       
LA Dodgers 26 19 .578 2       
San Francisco 19 26 .422 9       
San Diego 16 30 .348 12.5  

Texas 5, Detroit 2; Minnesota 8, Kansas City 4; San Diego 5, Arizona 1; Chicago White Sox 8, Seattle 1; LA
Dodgers 6, Miami 3; Boston 12, Oakland 3; Chicago Cubs 13, Milwaukee 6; St. Louis 8, San Francisco 3;
Cleveland 8, Houston 6; Kansas City 6, Minnesota 4; Pittsburgh 1, Philadelphia 0; Toronto 3, Baltimore 1;
Washington 3, Atlanta 2; Colorado 6, Cincinnati 4; LA Angels 12, NY Mets 5; NY Yankees 3, Tampa Bay 2.
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