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JIANGSU PROVINCE: In this image taken from a Nov 9, 2016 video footage
by AP Video, a drone takes off to deliver JD.com parcel from Tiantong’an vil-
lage near Suqian city. —AP

BEIJING: China’s biggest online retailer,
JD.com Inc., announced plans yesterday
to develop drone aircraft capable of carry-
ing a ton or more for long-distance deliv-
eries. The company said it will test the
drones on a network it is developing to
cover the northern Chinese province of
Shaanxi. It said they will carry consumer
goods to remote areas and farm produce
to cit ies.  JD.com, headquar tered in
Beijing, says it made its first deliveries to
customers using smaller  drones in
November. Other e-commerce brands
including Amazon.com Inc.  also are
experimenting with drones for delivery.

“We envision a network that will be able
to efficiently transport goods between
cities, and even between provinces, in the
future,” the chief executive of JD’s logistics
business group, Wang Zhenhui, said in a
statement. JD.com operates its own
nationwide network of thousands of deliv-
ery stations manned by 65,000 employees.
The company says it has 235 million regu-
lar customers. Drones are part of the
industry’s response to the challenge of
expanding to rural areas where distances
and delivery costs rise.

Drone delivery in China and other coun-
tries faces hurdles including airspace
restrictions and the need to avoid colli-
sions with birds and other obstacles. In the
United States, regulators allow commercial
drone flights only on an experimental
basis. A 1 ton payload is heavier than what
most drones available now can carry,
though some can carry hundreds of kilo-
grams and major drone makers are work-
ing on devices able to carry more.

China is home to the world’s biggest
manufacturer of civilian drones, DJI, in the
southern city of Shenzhen.

JD.com said its planned drone delivery
network in Shaanxi would cover a 300-kilo-
meter (200-mile) radius and have drone air
bases throughout the province. The com-
pany said it will set up a research-and-
development campus with the Xi ’an
National Civil Aerospace Industrial Base to
develop and manufacture drones. JD.com
earlier reported first-quarter revenue rose
41.2 percent over a year ago to 76.2 billion
yuan ($11.1 billion). It reported profit of
843.1 million yuan ($122.4 million) com-
pared with a loss of 864.9 million yuan a
year earlier. —AP

China retailer announces 

one-ton delivery drones

KUWAIT: The highly renowned Technical Image
Press Association has recognised Sony’s innovation
and performance in the digital imaging industry
with three TIPA awards.

Best DSLR professional: A99 II
The ?99 II has a 42.4MP Exmor R CMOS sensor

inside its magnesium alloy body and an enhanced
buffer that can handle up to 12 frames per second
shooting with AF/AE tracking. ISO range is 100-
25,600 expandable to 102,400. The hybrid phase-
detection AF system combines a 79-point dedicat-
ed sensor with 399-point focal plane sensor,

resulting in a 79 hybrid cross AF point array that
delivers very impressive high-speed and high
accuracy tracking focus. The ?99 II records 4K
video with full pixel readout (with no pixel bin-
ning) in the XAVC S format at 100 Mbps. It also
incorporates 5-axis image stabilization (a 4.5 stop
advantage).

Best expert compact 
camera: DSC-RX100 V

The RX100 V has a 20MP 1-inch Exmor RS CMOS
sensor and a high resolution OLED EVF as well as a
3.0 inch TFT LCD, all within a camera that fits easily

in the pocket. ISO sensitivity ranges from 125 to
12,800 and to 25,600 by overlay burst shooting.
Fast Hybrid AF combines 315 focal plane phase
detection points with contrast detection AF to
yield a very fast AF acquisition speed of 0.05 sec-
onds. Continuous 24fps shooting, with AF/AE
tracking, is made possible by the new font end
LSI. The (equivalent) 24-70mm f/1.8-2.8 ZEISS(r)
Vario-Sonnar T* zoom lens can focus as close as
0.17 ft (5cm) at the wide focal length setting. The
camera offers numerous video modes and frames,
including 4K, as well as built-in SteadyShot(tm)
image stabilization.

Best actioncam: FDR-X3000R
The 4K-capable FDR-X3000R is built around an

8.2MP Exmor R CMOS sensor and features a ZEISS(r)
Tessar f/2.8 lens with wide angle. The compact unit
has a unique Balanced Optical SteadyShot(tm) image
stabilization system that works even in 4K and high
speed recording modes. The FDR-X3000R offers built-
in Wi-Fi, with a new version of Live-View Remote con-
trol, GPS and a stereo microphone, plus a stereo mini
jack. Numerous shooting effects include Time-lapse
capture, high-speed recording and 120 fps shooting
rate. As is, the camera is splash proof, but a housing is
available to shoot at depths of up to 60 meters.

Sony celebrates triple success at TIPA Awards

LAS VEGAS: Dell Technologies
announces its company-wide
approach to simple and pre -
dictable flexible consumption
models designed to accelerate
IT Transformation. Organizations
are looking for new ways to pro-
cure their technology and solu-
tions to reduce large up-front
capital investment costs in a
rapidly-changing technology
landscape. Dell Technologies is
uniquely positioned to respond
to this industry shift with its
broad portfolio of client and
data center products, award-
winning services and support,
and industry-leading payment
solutions from Dell  Financial
Services (DFS). 

Whether implementing a
hyper-converged infrastructure
solution for the first time, plan-
ning a PC refresh or moderniz-
ing an entire data center, Dell
Technologies has a consumption
model tailored to the technolo-
gy being implemented.  This
gives organizations more flexi-
bility with their IT planning and
strategy - they can scale capaci-
ty up or down with changing
business demands, respond to
unpredictable spikes in demand,
or rol lout new technologies
incremental ly  without large
upfront capital costs. 

“Many IT leaders worry about
unforeseen costs and risks when
adopting new or different tech-
nologies, but organizations that
do not invest in IT Transformation
initiatives risk falling behind their
competitors,” said Howard Elias,
President, Dell EMC Services and
IT. “With flexible, simple and pre-
dictable payment solutions, we
help organizations adopt the
technology-from the desktop to
the datacenter-that best suits
their business needs today and
allows a more pay-as-go model
for modernizing and transform-
ing IT.”

Introducing DFS Flex on
demand

Initially available for all Dell
EMC storage solutions, Flex on
Demand lets customers pay only
for the storage capacity needed,
which reduces costs associated
with over provisioning.
Importantly, Flex on Demand
provides instant access to addi-
tional buffer capacity during

spikes driven by the business,
with payments adjusting to
match usage. DFS offers a low
capacity commitment and a flex-
ible payment period so cus-
tomers may pay only for what is
consumed, freeing up budgets
for other projects. 

Introducing DFS 
CloudFlex for HCI

Initially available for Dell EMC’s
hyper-converged family of prod-

ucts, with CloudFlex for HCI cus-
tomers can experience a cloud-
like consumption model with
simple monthly payments, built-
in price reductions over time, and
no upfront costs or obligation
after the first year. Starting with
Dell EMC VxRail Appliances and
Dell EMC XC Series, this flexible,
low-risk financing solution elimi-
nates initial capital costs and
spreads payments over time, and
gives customers the ability to
spend more time and resources
on innovating and growing their
businesses.

Introducing PC as a service 
According to a recent IDC sur-

vey, over 40% of respondents
say they have engaged in the
past 12 months, or are consider-
ing engaging in the next 12
months. The Dell Technologies
PC as a Service solution com-
bines the latest  Del l
Technologies PC hardware, soft-
ware and end-to-end services
including deployment, manage-
ment, security and support, for a
single, predictable price per seat
per month. The solution helps

reduce the burden and cost of IT
management over the complete
lifecycle of the PC, allowing IT to
focus on more strategic priori-
ties and gets end-users into new
technology faster. 

For organizations that are
contemplating desktop and
application virtualization tech-
nologies, Dell EMCVDI Complete
Solutions reduces the common
barriers to adoption by making it
easier to buy, deploy and man-
age with a single number for
support. VDI Complete combines
the infrastructure, software and
the option of thin clients and
services from a single vendor.
The solution,  powered by

VMware Horizon, is based on
VxRail  Appliances or
vSANReadyNodes(tm) so that
customers can build their own
VDI solution or buy a pre-config-
ured, end-to-end solution.

Transformational License
Agreement (TLA)

The Dell Technologies TLA is a
single, simple software agree-
ment for license and mainte-
nance that makes annual spend

more predictable and cost-effec-
tive. This highly customized soft-
ware contract offers unprece-
dented flexibility in the way soft-
ware titles are consumed and
maintained, especial ly as
requirements change over time.
For example,  customers can
readily swap un-deployed soft-
ware with any new title, includ-
ing titles not in the agreement,
and freely exchange any soft-
ware, including titles that have
already been deployed. Finally,
pre -paid T-credits can be
redeemed at any time for incre-
mental software licenses, as well
as professional, education and
public cloud services.

Flexible Consumption Models for IT: 

From the desktop to the Data Center

NEW YORK: The same technology that keeps kids
glued to their smart phones is being used by some
schools as protection against sexual assaults .
Using apps, victims and bystanders can alert
school officials, police or parents to trouble. While
the systems can be used by kids pranking each
other, app developers and school officials say
most claims end up being credible. Reporting hap-
pens as events unfold and administrators can
respond immediately.

The real challenge is money. Not all schools can
afford the apps, some of which base their cost on
the number of users or size of a student popula-
tion. However,  school insurance companies
increasingly are picking up the tab, seeing the apps
as a tool to mitigate risk. Experts also warn that
these apps should never be considered the sole
way for a school to address the issue of student
sexual assault. Here are a few of them:

STOPit 
New Jersey-based creator Todd Schobel launched

this app in 2013. His inspiration was Amanda Todd, a
15-year-old who committed suicide after posting a
video on YouTube in which she held up flashcards
describing how her topless image ended up on the
Internet, triggering a relentless barrage of bullying.
The app - championed by Amanda’s mom - allows vic-
tims and bystanders to report anonymously to admin-
istrators, teachers and virtually anyone the school
deems appropriate. There are no parental controls. 

Users can send either a single text or have a two-
way chat, and can attach pictures, screenshots and
video. The person who receives the alert can forward
the information to law enforcement or suicide
response teams, depending on the risk. The app stores
all evidence and notes regarding incidents in a secure
cloud-based server so school administrators can col-
lect and analyze it over time.

Number of users: More than 2.5 million in K-12,
according to the company. 

What it costs: Schools pay $1 to $5 per head for the
app, depending on the size of the student body. Some
school insurers also have begun paying for the software
for their clients’ use because they see it as a way to miti-
gate risk.

Available for download: Apple’s App Store or
Google Play.

Anonymous alerts
The name pretty much says it. Students can over-

come the social pressures associated with “ratting out”
peers by sending in anonymous tips. This app has drop-
down menus, asking users what type of school they
attend and where the incident took place, where it be a
bus, hallway or gym. Students can either send school
administrators a single text or have back-and-forth con-
versations. They also can attach pictures, social media

screenshots or video. The president of the company,
Gregory Bender, created his first emergency messaging
system after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. The
computer software for his latest app - launched in 2013
to address all kinds of bullying - also collects alerts from
students over time so schools can monitor trends.
Number of users: Around 5 million in K-12 schools,
according to the company. It is available only to partici-
pating schools with a license.

What it costs: 50 cents to $2 per head.
Available for download: Apple’s App Store or

Google Play and Chromebook Store.

Circle of 6
Created by sexual assault survivors, this one was

born out of the White House’s “Apps Against Abuse”
challenge in 2011. Though the company Tech 4 Good
initially developed the app for colleges, it now has been
customized for use by younger students. After down-

loading the app, students pick six trusted friends to join
a “circle.” If they are in a precarious situation, users click
an icon that sends a prewritten text message telling
their friends they may need help and what kind. 

The app also includes informative links about sexual
abuse and national hot lines. Prince William County
Public Schools, the second-largest school district in
Virginia with some 90,000 students, signed up its K-12
schools in 2016. The district says it doesn’t know how
many students have downloaded the app, but devel-
opers say it’s the first grade school in the U.S. to sign on.
Circle of 6 was customized and designed to provide an
extra layer of protection for younger kids, with parental
permission required for those under 13 to download
the app.

Number of users: 350,000 (mostly colleges)
What it costs: $1 to $3 per head.
Available for download: Apple’s App Store or

Google Play. —AP 

Using smart phone technology against sex assaults in schools
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KUWAIT: The MADA Telecom Company
announced being awarded the Quality
Management System certificate ISO
9001:2015, the Environmental Management
System certificate ISO 14001:2015 and the
Occupational Health & Safety Management
System certificate OHSAS 18001, which are
usually awarded to companies with the
highest management quality levels that
match international specifications. 

Notably, The QMS, ISO 9001 helps moni-
tor quality levels and companies operations
while the international standard specifica-
tions system ISO 14001 is usually awarded
to companies with effective environmental
management to ensure their commercial

sustainability while maintaining and pro-
tecting the surrounding environment. The
International Occupational Health and
Safety Management Standard; OHSAS
18001 is usually awarded for companies
using standard related conditions. 

Speaking on the occasion, MADA’s
board chairman and CEO, Saheb Saleh
Khajah said that such achievements match
the company’s strategic priorities and vision
based on providing customers with the lat-
est wireless telecom services and quality
broadband internet services. Khajjah added
that MADA was working hard on becoming
Kuwait and the Middle East’s leading data
communication service providers.

MADA wins several ISO awards


