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DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania: On the crowded streets
of the Tanzanian capital, the sight of groups of men
brandishing spears and clubs or hoisting wooden
sticks used to herd cattle is no longer unusual. The
men are Maasai, one of northern Tanzania’s most
recognizable ethnic groups, known the world over
for their semi-nomadic lifestyle and distinctive, col-
orful beads, red robes and distended earlobes.

While Maasai migration to urban areas began in
earnest in the 1990s, pastoralist rights activists say a
combination of recurrent drought, loss of grazing
lands to wildlife reserves and large-scale agricultural
investment has forced increasing numbers of
Maasai to migrate to cities. Onesmo Ole Ngurumwa,
national coordinator of the Tanzania Human Rights
Defenders Coalition, said there are more than 5,000
Maasai youth living in Tanzania’s capital Dar es
Salaam alone.

Most try their luck as security guards while oth-
ers braid women’s hair, prepare traditional herbs for
sale or hawk belts, leather wallets and bracelets.
Lameck Maneno, 32, from Bomang’ombe near
Arusha in northern Tanzania, said more and more
Maasai land is being sold to wealthy individuals and
private companies. 

“We remain with (only) a small area for farming
or cattle grazing,” he told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation. “I came here two years ago and I was

employed as a watchman. My boss trusts me
because I don’t steal.”

Tradition Rules
The Maasai have shunned modern life for

decades and still represent one of the largest pas-
toral groups worldwide, roaming across southern
Kenya and northern Tanzania. They have lived
alongside - and in ecological balance - with indige-
nous wildlife for centuries. According to pastoralist
rights campaigners there are around a million
Maasai living in Kenya and Tanzania. But they say
the continued allocation of vast tracts of grazing
lands for wildlife parks is taking its toll. 

Three years ago, in Loliondo, in Tanzania’s north-
ern Ngorongoro District, more than 40,000 Maasai
pastoralists were evicted from a 150 sq km tract of
land ostensibly to make way for a wildlife corridor.
However the land has ultimately been used for the
establishment of a private game park by a United
Arab Emirates-based company, activists say. “Our
traditional grazing land is shrinking every single
day, Yannick Ndoinyo, a Maasai activist and ward
councillor in Olososokwan village in Loliondo said
by phone. “We can no longer sustain ourselves.” 

Thomas Sangale, director of Livelihood Initiative
Support, a Dar es Salaam-based non-profit group
that advocates for the herders, described govern-

ment policies banning the grazing of animals in
wildlife areas as “deliberate harassment” of pastoral-
ist communities. Jumanne Maghembe, Tanzania’s
minister for tourism and natural resources, denied
the accusation. “The decision to ban grazing activi-
ties in our national parks is consistent with the law,
and does not target local communities,” he told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation.

Land Rights Risks
Governments across east Africa have worked to

encourage nomad communities to settle into farm-
ing as a strategy to avert land disputes, said
Ngurumwa of the Tanzania Human Rights Defenders
Coalition. But restricting herders to one area under-
mines their ability to feed their animals, especially in
the face of climate change. “Maasai herders are con-
stantly on the move to find water and fresh pastures.
It’s virtually impossible to confine them in one area,”
said Ndoinyo, the Maasai activist.

For those who do move to the cities, the hope is
that they can make enough money to sustain the
families left behind on the land. “When I came here I
expected my life to change rapidly, but things did
not  go as I planned. I am still looking for a job,” said
Jumbe Saidim, 28, from Oldonyo Sambu, in the
Arusha region. While a handful manage to eke out a
living, many find themselves living miserable lives on

the streets, without shelter or enough food. “I have to
do a lot of things to survive; selling cigarettes at
night, supplying herbs for men with erectile dysfunc-
tion, even plaiting women’s hair,” said Raymond
Letoto, a hawker in Tegeta area of Dar es Salaam. “You
have to diversify your businesses to survive.” 

Danger, Exploitation
Those Maasai who work as security guards com-

plain about the lack of job security and being
forced to work in dangerous areas where they
often risk their lives. “Our job is very dangerous
and the weapons we use, spears and machetes, are
very inferior when thieves come with guns,” said
Ombeni Kessy, a security guard working in a pri-
vate home in the Mwenge area of the city. He said
many Maasai watchmen have also been exploited
by police who arrest them on fraudulent charges
and demand money.

The struggle to make a living has led groups of
Maasai in Dar es Salaam to join forces and create
informal welfare organizations. “We normally call a
meeting once every month to discuss our problems
and find ways to help one another,” said Laibon
Kaluse, a group leader in Mwenge. “If someone has
died back home, we raise some money so someone
can attend the funeral,” he said. “If someone is sick,
we help them.” — Reuters 

Maasai herders make unlikely city dwellers

KATHMANDU: Nepal destroyed thousands of valuable
animal skins and other parts seized from poachers on a
giant bonfire yesterday in a symbolic gesture against the
illegal wildlife trade. More than 4,000 animal parts, includ-
ing endangered tiger skins and rhino hides, were burned
in a large pyre at Chitwan National Park, the nation’s most
important conservation area. 

“As a country committed to conservation of wildlife
and biodiversity, Nepal has destroyed animal parts stored
over 20 years,” Maheswor Dhakal from the Department of
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation told AFP. “With
this we want to send a message that these body parts of

endangered animals are not meant for trade.” The stock-
pile included 67 tiger skins, more than 350 rhino hides, hair
from elephant tails and other items. 

The bonfire was timed to coincide with International
Day for Biological Diversity yesterday. Another 1,100 kilo-
grams of ivory is still in storage since it requires a higher
temperature to incinerate. Dhakal said the storage and
security of the animal specimens was also a financial bur-
den for the small and impoverished country. 

George Phocas, the regional attache for the US Fish
and Wildlife Service, said the torching of the specimens
was “very significant”. “It is both a way to prevent them

from going to market... and it is also a statement that the
government of Nepal and the people believe that it (the
animal) should be in the wild,” Phocas said. “These are
priceless but they don’t have a value if they are dead and
in the closet.”

Nepal suffered rampant poaching during a decade-long
civil war that ended in 2006. The government ordered offi-
cials guarding wildlife sanctuaries to abandon their posts to
fight Maoist rebels. But conservation groups have praised
the Himalayan nation for its progress since then in combat-
ing poachers, who mainly hunt tigers and rhinos in its
national parks. — AFP 

Nepal torches thousands 

of valuable wildlife parts

KATHMANDU: Nepali army personnel burn wildlife parts seized from poachers at Chitwan National Park, some 250 km south yesterday. — AFP 

Trump to propose 

slashing Medicaid

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump is expected
to propose cutting $800 billion from Medicaid over 10
years in a budget plan to be released today that would
slash spending on anti-poverty and other programs, US
media reported. The plans for the massive cut to
Medicaid - which funds healthcare for low-income and
disabled people - come as lawmakers from his
Republican Party are battling to repeal and replace
Obamacare, in which Medicare plays an important role.

The $800 billion cut to Medicaid is contingent on a
health care bill passed in the House of Representatives
earlier this month  becoming law, The Washington Post
on Sunday quoted people familiar with the plan as say-
ing. That bill to dismantle the Affordable Care Act - as
former president Barack Obama’s signature health care
law is called - would cut federal support for Medicaid by
more than $800 billion over a decade.

Medicaid’s expansion under Obamacare extended
health care coverage to some 11 million previously
uninsured adults. Medicaid currently covers more than
70 million mainly low-income and disabled people. The
House bill would cut federal funding for the entire
Medicaid program by 25 percent by 2026 and shift the
burden to states, which would receive set amounts in
the form of grants that would force them to reduce eli-
gibility or cut benefits.

The American Medical Association issued a scathing
criticism of the bill, warning that it would cause millions
of Americans to lose their healthcare. Some
Republicans who also criticized the House bill say they
oppose major cuts to Medicaid. The Senate is working
on its own separate health care legislation. The
Congressional Budget Office, which appraised an earlier
version of the House bill in March, said 14 million fewer
people would enrol in the program by 2026.

The CBO is expected to release a new score of the
revised bill on tomorrow. Trump promised not to cut
Medicaid during his campaign last year. His comprehen-
sive budget plan to be unveiled Tuesday will provide the
most detailed look at his plans to overhaul government
spending and taxes since he issued a blueprint in March.
It would make drastic cuts in spending on the arts, envi-
ronmental protection and foreign aid, scrapping dozens
of programs but making a large increase in military
spending and border security, the Post reported.

Critics say the plans would amount to a massive
boost for the wealthy. “This budget continues to reveal
President Trump’s true colors,” the Senate’s Democratic
leader Chuck Schumer said in a statement on Sunday.
“His populist campaign rhetoric was just a Trojan horse
to execute long-held, hard-right policies that benefit
the ultra-wealthy at the expense of the middle class.”
Congress must approve most of the plan’s changes
before they can be enacted. — AFP 


