
MANCHESTER: Britain yesterday to track
down a network suspected of orchestrating
the Manchester concert bombing, as soldiers
fanned out to guard key sites under a maxi-
mum terror alert. Investigators were trying to
piece together the last movements of suicide
bomber Salman Abedi, a Manchester-born
university dropout whose parents had report-
edly fled the now fallen regime of Libyan dic-
tator Muammar Gaddafi. A French minister
said he may have been radicalized in Syria,
while a brother and father of Abedi was
detained by authorities in Libya.

“It’s very clear that this is a network that we
are investigating,” Manchester police chief Ian
Hopkins told reporters, with five people now
under arrest. The government announced a
nationwide minute’s silence for Thursday
morning in memory of the 22 people killed
and dozens wounded in Monday night’s
bombing. A girl aged just eight was among
the victims of the attack, which was claimed
by the Islamic State group.

Officials said the 22-year-old Abedi had
been on the radar of the intelligence commu-
nity before the massacre at a concert by US
pop star Ariana Grande, and warned another
attack “may be imminent”. After arresting a 23-
year-old man on Tuesday, police said they had
taken three more men into custody yesterday
in south Manchester, where Abedi lived. A
fifth man who was carrying a suspect package
was then detained in Wigan, west of the city.
An armed raid was also carried out in
Manchester city center yesterday, during
which police said a nearby railway line had to
be “briefly closed”.

Elders at the mosque in the Manchester area
that is believed to have been frequented by

Abedi insisted that his actions were wholly alien
to their preaching, and pointed the finger at
online radicalization. “The horrific atrocity that
occurred in Manchester on Monday night
shocked us all. This act of cowardice has no
place in our religion,” said Fawzi Haffar, a trustee
at the Didsbury mosque, after he and other
mosque leaders held their own minute’s silence. 

French Interior Minister Gerard Collomb
said Abedi had “likely” been to Syria after a
trip to Libya, citing information provided by
British intelligence services to their counter-

parts in Paris. “In any case, the links with
Daesh are proven,” he said, using a term for
the Islamic State group, as Libyan authorities
announced the arrest of one of Abedi’s two
brothers and his father in the country.
Hundreds of armed military personnel mean-
while fanned out to take up guard duties at
the British parliament and Buckingham Palace
- a highly unusual sight on the streets of
Britain since the end of the Northern Ireland
conflict in the 1990s.
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Qatar probes ‘shameful’ 

hacking as rifts reopen 
Fake remarks expose Gulf tensions • Outrage in UAE, Saudi media

DOHA: Qatar launched an investigation and went into
damage control mode yesterday after accusing hackers
of putting what it called false remarks by the emir on
state media. The four-hour cyber attack, which hit the
Qatar News Agency’s website and Twitter account,
caused ripples in the Gulf state and across the Middle
East because of the content of the stories. Among the
topics supposedly addressed by Emir Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al-Thani were the Palestinian-Israeli conflict,
strategic relations with Iran, expressing understanding
about Palestinian Islamist movement Hamas and
Lebanon’s Hezbollah, and suggesting US President
Donald Trump might not last long in power.

There were also remarks about alleged “tensions”
between Qatar and the Trump administration. The
Twitter account carried a statement from Foreign
Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani about
Qatar withdrawing its ambassadors from several nearby
countries. His ministry denied the story. Qatar said what
occurred was a “shameful cybercrime” and that the
reports were completely untrue. It added an investiga-
tion had been launched and the hackers would be
“traced and prosecuted”.

“QNA’s website was hacked at 12:14 am on Wednesday
morning, with hackers publishing false statements attrib-
uted to HH the Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani,” said the
foreign ministry. “The official further said that it is clear
this shameful cybercrime was instigated and perpetrated
with malicious intent,” it said in a statement.

The fake articles quoted Qatar emir Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al-Thani as calling Iran an “Islamic power”
and saying Qatar’s relations with Israel were “good” dur-
ing a military ceremony. 

Continued on Page 13

KUWAIT: Firemen battle a blaze that engulfed a petrochemical plant in Rai yesterday. The Kuwait Fire
Service Directorate (KFSD) said three firemen were injured while trying to bring the fire under control, and
over 27 vehicles were damaged. Six firefighting teams immediately rushed to control the fire at the 2,000-
sq-meter plant, adding the conflagration caused severe material losses. — KUNA 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly yesterday rejected
the 2017/2018 budget of the Public Institution for
Social Security (PIFSS) amid strong criticism of the
institution’s investment policies and the many
remarks made by the Audit Bureau. The house also
rejected the budget and final accounts of Kuwait
Institute for Scientific Research. But the Assembly
approved the budgets of other authorities including
the much-criticized Public Authority for Agricultural
Affairs and Fish Resources after the concerned min-
ister pledged to take all the necessary measures to
stop violations and alleged corruption.

The other budgets passed are of the Public
Authority for Civil  Information (PACI),  Public
Authority for Manpower, Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development and Kuwait Municipality.
MPs continued for the second day running their
strong criticism of PIFSS and PAAAFR over alleged
corruption and mismanagement.

MP Abdulwahab Al-Babtain wondered how PIFSS
takes its investment decisions when it has only one
auditor. He said the former absconding director of
the institution had formed a panel to take decisions
on high-risk investments. 
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Britain hunts terror network 

MANCHESTER: Armed police secure a street in central Manchester yesterday following the
May 22 terror attack at the Manchester Arena. — AFP 

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis meets US President Donald Trump and First Lady
Melania Trump in a private audience at the Vatican yesterday. — AP 

BRUSSELS: Donald Trump vowed yester-
day to use his US presidency to promote
peace around the world after what he
depicted as an inspirational meeting
with an initially grim-faced Pope Francis.
Meeting face-to-face for the first time,
the two leaders sidestepped profound
differences over a string of issues rang-
ing from the environment to the plight
of migrants and the poor. And the US
president emerged from a half-hour
meeting at the Vatican gushing with
enthusiasm about the 80-year-old pon-

tiff, to the point of the former TV star
appearing slightly star-struck.

“Honor of a lifetime to meet His
Holiness Pope Francis,” Trump wrote on
Twitter before leaving Rome for Brussels
and the next leg of his first overseas trip
as president. “I leave the Vatican more
determined than ever to pursue PEACE in
our world.” Trump later arrived in Brussels,
a city he once dubbed a “hellhole”, ahead
of his first summits today with wary lead-
ers of NATO and the European Union.
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VIENNA: Saudi Energy Minister Khalid Al-Falih and Kuwaiti Minister of Oil and
Electricity and Water Essam Al-Marzouq leave OPEC headquarters yesterday. — AFP

VIENNA: OPEC and non-member oil producers
will debate today a proposal to extend output
cuts by as long as 12 months in a move to help
clear a global stocks overhang and prop up
prices. The Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries is to discuss in Vienna
whether to prolong an accord reached in
December in which it and 11 non-members
agreed to cut oil output by about 1.8 million bar-
rels per day in the first half of 2017.

The market sees an extension by nine months
- instead of the initially suggested six months - as
the base-case scenario. OPEC’s de facto leader,
Saudi Arabia, has said it favors such a move to
speed up market rebalancing and prevent oil
prices from sliding back below $50 per barrel.
Saudi ally Kuwait signaled yesterday OPEC could
discuss deepening the cuts, in what would come
as a positive surprise for market bulls.

But hopes quickly faded after a joint OPEC
and non-OPEC committee recommended keep-

ing the curbs unchanged for nine months. Saudi
Energy Minister Khalid Al-Falih gave the thumbs
up when asked whether the committee had
agreed on a nine-month extension, but his
Russian counterpart Alexander Novak surprised
later by saying a 12-month prolongation was
also on the table. “The recommendation is to
keep current quotas ... The duration is nine
months. Tomorrow we will discuss the possibility
of extending by another three months (to June
2018),” Novak said. Iraq also said the 12-month
option - an unusually long duration for an OPEC
cut - was on the table.

By 1715 GMT, Brent crude was trading down
0.5 percent, below $54 a barrel. “OPEC has
already achieved a lot. They stopped the oil mar-
ket surplus from building even before they start-
ed cutting,” said Gary Ross, head of global oil at
PIRA Energy, a unit of S&P Global Platts. Amrita
Sen of consultancy Energy Aspects said: “If OPEC
can ease fears about 2018 balances, that will also

help the upside to prices in 2017.”
Most OPEC ministers including those from

Iraq and Iran had already voiced support for
extending cuts by nine months. Iranian Oil
Minister Bijan Zanganeh, who had clashed
with Saudi Arabia in many previous OPEC
meetings, said in Vienna that OPEC seemed to
have built a consensus around nine months. “I
would go along with the majority,” Zanganeh
said. Under the existing deal, Iran received an
exemption slightly to raise output, which has
been curtailed by years of Western sanctions.
Iran’s production has been stagnant in recent
months, suggesting limited upside potential at
least in the short term. 

OPEC’s cuts have helped push oil back above
$50 a barrel this year, giving a fiscal boost to pro-
ducers, many of which rely heavily on energy
revenues and have had to burn through foreign-
currency reserves to plug holes in their budgets. 
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Oil producers debating 1-yr cut extension


