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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Brunei’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Trade Lim Jock Seng. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem meets with Brunei’s Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Lim
Jock Seng.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
meets with Brunei’s Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Lim Jock Seng.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with Sheikh Talal Fahad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with
Brunei’s Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Lim Jock Seng.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received
yesterday at Bayan Palace First Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah, accompanied by the visiting
Brunei’s Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Trade Lim Jock Seng. The reception was
attended by Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan
Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah.

Following the meeting, Minister Seng
and Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled held follow-up
discussions after His Highness the Amir’s
visit to Brunei last October, a statement by
the Foreign Ministry noted. Moreover, talks

centered on issues of mutual concern as
well as strategies to boost bilateral ties in all
fields, the statement added. Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled also held a luncheon banquet in
honor of the visiting Bruneian official and
his accompanying delegation. Senior offi-
cials of Kuwait’s Foreign Ministry attended
the meeting. 

The visiting minister later met with
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem, and they discussed cooperative
relations between both friendly countries
and ways of promoting and developing
them in various fields through coordination
and exchange of experience and activities.

They also addressed a number of major
issues and matters that concern both sides,
along with the latest regional and interna-
tional developments. Minister Seng also met
with His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

Amir meets officials
Meanwhile,  His Highness the Amir

received His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.
His Highness the Amir also received
Ghanem and His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak. Separately, His Highness Crown
Prince received Sheikh Talal Fahad Al-

Ahmad Al-Sabah, Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Abdullah Al-Sabah, as well as Ghanem and
His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak. His
Highness Crown Prince also met with
Deputy Prime Minister and Defense
Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah and Deputy Prime
Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah.

Winners congratulated
In other news, His Highness the Amir

sent a cable to Maali Al-Asousi, congratulat-
ing her on being the recipient of the UAE’s
‘Arab Hope Maker’ award for her humanitar-

ian deeds. In his cable, His Highness the
Amir applauded Asousi’s distinctive contri-
butions, wishing her every success. His
Highness the Crown Peince and His
Highness the Prime Minister sent Asousi
similar cables of congratulations.

His Highness the Amir also sent a cable
on Wednesday to Director General of
Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of
Sciences (KFAS) Dr Adnan Shihab-Eldin,
congratulating him on receiving a French
honorary order for his scientific contribu-
tions. His Highness the Crown Peince and
His Highness the Prime Minister sent
Shihab-Eldin similar cables. —KUNA

Amir receives Brunei’s FM

KUWAIT: French Ambassador to Kuwait
Christine Nakhla Tuesday honored Director
of the Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS) Adnan
Shihab-Eldin with the ‘Knight of the Legion
of Honor,’ the most prestigious decoration
in the country.

Prior to an honoring ceremony, Nakhla
said it is the highest medal in the world and
is given to well-deserved citizens. France
sought to honor Shihab-Eldin for progress
and scientific contributions made by KFAS,
he noted.

Meanwhile, Shihab-Eldin said the medal
is based on good meanings like freedom,
brotherhood, humanity and enlightened
thought. He added he was proud that the
last five years had been devoted to educa-

tion and science. He referred that he had an
opportunity to work with senior officials
and share views with them when he served
as OPEC secretary general.

“ The post helped me contact with
French researchers and officials through
signing several agreements and programs
which contributed to promoting relations
between the two countries in the areas of
education, culture and scientific research,”
he said.

Established in 1802 by Napoleon
Bonaparte, the ‘Chevalier de la Legion
d’Honneur’ (Knight of the Legion of Honor)
is the highest award presented to
non�French citizens in recognition of mili-
tary, cultural, scientific, or social contribu-
tions. —KUNA

French envoy grants KFAS

chief highest medal

KUWAIT: French Ambassador to Kuwait Christine Nakhla decorates KFAS chief Adnan
Shihab-Eldin with the ‘Knight of the Legion of Honor’. — KUNA

By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: Thousands of people flocked to the
National Evangelical  Church of Kuwait
(NECK) in Kuwait City yesterday to bid a tear-
ful adieu to M Mathews, a well-regarded
social leader and Indian industrialist, whose
mortal remains were kept in the church hall
for people to pay their  last respects.
Mathews, popularly known as Sunnychayan,
passed away in Kuwait on May 20, 2017 fol-
lowing a long illness. 

Church volunteers and relatives struggled
to control the mourners from all walks of life
as they poured into the church to have a last
glimpse of Sunnychayan, who played a cru-
cial role in the evacuation of around 170,000
Indians from Kuwait in the aftermath of Iraqi
invasion of the country in 1990, which is con-
sidered to be the world’s largest civilian
evacuation in history.

Indian Ambassador Sunil Jain, Indian
Embassy Deputy Chief of Mission Shubashis
Goldar, Al-Sayer Group CEO Mubarak Al-
Sayer, EMKE Group Chairman Yusuff Ali MA
and NBTC Group Managing Director KG
Abraham were among the dignitaries who
paid tribute to Mathews. Braving the dust
storm, a large number of people including
top banking officials, businessmen, princi-
pals from various Indian schools and Indian
community representatives also thronged
the church to pay their last respects to the
departed leader.

M a t h e w s’ c o n s t a n t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n
with the United Nations and the Indian
government eventually resulted in the
safe evacuation of thousands of Indians
who were trapped in Kuwait fol lowing
the Iraqi invasion. 

Mathews, son of the late A C Mathew and
Aachiamma of Kumbanad in Pathanamthitta,

Kerala, reached Kuwait in 1956 by ship and
joined the Naser Mohammed Al-Sayer and
Company in 1957. He retired from service as
general manager in 1989.  During his six-
decades-long life, Mathews built a vast net-
work of friends and well-wishers in Kuwait.
Mathews was one of the founding members
of the Indian Arts Circle (IAC) which had been
the common cultural platform for Indians for
many years. He was the chairman of Jabriya
Indian School, and officiated as chairman of
the Indian Business Council. He also played
an important role in the formation of the
Malayali Christian Congregation in Kuwait. 

He is survived by wife Mary Mathew and
children James, Annie (Delhi) and Susan
(lawyer,  United Nations Human Rights
Commission, Geneva). His body was flown to
India yesterday, where his funeral will be
held at 2.30 pm tomorrow at El im
Pentecostal Church, Kumbanad, Kerala. 

Thousands bid tearful

adieu to ‘Sunnychayan’

KUWAIT: People watch as the van carrying the mortal remains of M Mathews  (inset) is preparing to leave the premises of the National
Evangelical Church Kuwait (NECK).

Ghanem meets Chilean

parliamentary official
KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem met in his office
yesterday with visiting head of Kuwaiti-
Chilean parliamentary friendship commit-
tee at the Parliament of Chile Ivan
Zambrana Flores and his accompanying
delegation.  During the meeting they dis-
cussed the bilateral relation and ways to
enhance and develop it, in addition to the
regional and international political situa-

tion and how to coordinate their stances
at parliamentary gatherings, the National
Assembly’s News Network ‘Al-Dustoor’
reported. The meeting was attended by
head of the mission of honor accompany-
ing Flores the National Assembly’s
Secretary MP Dr Ouda Al-Rowaei. The vis-
iting MP and his accompanied delegation
arrived in Kuwait on Tuesday on a five-day
official visit. — KUNA


