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TAIPEI: Same-sex marriage, which Taiwan’s
top court ruled in favor of yesterday, is cur-
rently legal in around 20 countries around
the world, 13 of which are in pioneering
Europe. Such unions are, however, still ille-
gal in most parts of Africa and in the Middle
East, where homosexuality is in some cases
punishable by the death penalty. 

European pioneers  
The Netherlands in April 2001 became

the first country in the world to allow gay
and lesbian couples to marry in a civil cer-
emony. Twelve European countries fol-
lowed: Belgium, Britain (except Northern
Ireland), Denmark, Finland, France,
Iceland, Ireland, Luxembourg, Norway,
Portugal, Spain, and Sweden.  Some
European countries only allow homosexu-
als to enter into civil partnerships, includ-
ing Austria, Croatia, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Italy and the Czech Republic.

Estonia became in October 2014 the
first former Soviet republic to authorize
this kind of civil union.  Many eastern
European countries - including Bulgaria,
Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania and
Slovakia-still deny homosexuals the right
to marry or enter into unions. Slovenians
in December 2015 voted in a referendum

against efforts by their national parlia-
ment to legalize gay marriage.

Some 15 western European countries
allow same-sex couples to adopt children,
whether within marriage or civil partner-
ship. They include Belgium, Britain,
Denmark, France, the Netherlands, Spain,
and Sweden. Others like Finland,
Germany and Slovenia allow gay people
to adopt the child of their partner. Ten
countries allow lesbian couples to con-
ceive children with the help of assisted
reproductive technologies (ART): Austria,
Belgium, Britain, the Netherlands, Spain
and the Nordic countries. Surrogacy
remains restricted across most of the con-
tinent. Belgium, Britain and the
Netherlands allow for volunteer surroga-
cy and in Greece, women can be reim-
bursed for the costs of carrying a child for
someone else. 

Progress in America
Canada led the way in North America,

authorizing same-sex marriage and adop-
tions in June 2005. ART and surrogacy are
also allowed. In the United States, with
gay marriages still banned in 14 of the 50
states, a historic Supreme Court decision
in June 2015 legalized gay marriage

nationwide. Mexico’s federal capital led
the way in Latin America towards civil
unions in 2007 and full marriages in 2009.
Same sex marriages are also legal in
Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil and Colombia.

A crime in Africa 
On a continent where around 30 coun-

tries ban homosexuality, only in South
Africa can gays legally marry, adopt or
have children by ART and surrogacy. In

Sudan, Somalia and Mauritania homosex-
uals face the death penalty, while only a
handful of countries-Gabon, Ivory Coast,
Chad, the Democratic Republic of Congo,
Mali, and Mozambique-have decriminal-
ized the practice.

Hostility in Middle East, Asia
Israel leads the Middle East in terms of

respect for homosexual rights, and recog-
nizes gay marriages performed elsewhere,
though such marriages are not performed
in Israel itself. Gay couples can jointly
adopt children.  Homosexuality is theoret-
ically punishable by death in Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates, while
Lebanon is more tolerant than other Arab
countries.  In Asia, after Taiwan, the taboo
surrounding homosexuality is slowly
eroding in Vietnam and Nepal.

Asia Pacific 
The only country in the region that

allows gays to marry is New Zealand,
which passed a law in April 2013, 27 years
after homosexuality was decriminalized.
The most recent attempt to legalize gay
marriage in Australia hinged on a
planned referendum that was blocked in
November 2016. — AFP 

Homosexuality: from the death penalty to gay marriage

QUETTA: Armed men pretending to be police-
men kidnapped two Chinese language teachers
in the Pakistani city of Quetta yesterday, provin-
cial officials said, an attack likely to raise con-
cerns in Beijing about its huge investment plans.
China has pledged to invest $57 billion in
Pakistani road, rail and power infrastructure in a
flagship project of its vast Belt and Road initia-

tive for a network of modern-day “Silk Road”
routes connecting Asia with Europe and Africa.
China’s ambassador to Pakistan and other offi-
cials have often urged Islamabad to improve
security, especially in the province of
Baluchistan, where China is building a new port
and funding roads to link its western regions
with the Arabian Sea.

Anwar ul Haq Kakar, a Baluchistan govern-
ment spokesman, said men pretending to be
police officers kidnapped the Chinese teachers
and wounded a passerby who tried to stop them.
“A Chinese couple has been kidnapped,” Kakar
said, adding that officials had earlier mistaken
the wounded passerby for a security guard. “(The
passerby) inquired why they were doing this and
they said they were from a law enforcement
agency, but when he asked for their identifica-
tion cards, they shot him,” added Kakar.

No group has claimed responsibility for the
kidnapping, but in the past Islamist militant
groups have kidnapped foreigners inside Pakistan
for ransom or publicity for their cause. The
Chinese embassy in Islamabad confirmed two of
its nationals had been kidnapped, China’s state
news agency Xinhua said. In Beijing, Foreign
Minister Wang Yi declined to comment, when
queried by Reuters at an event. China’s foreign
ministry did not immediately respond to a faxed
request for comment sent after office hours.

Quetta police chief Razza Cheema said anoth-
er Chinese woman narrowly evaded the kidnap-
pers outside a language centre in Jinnah, near
the international airport on the city’s outskirts.
“Armed men took the couple into custody at
gunpoint when they were coming out from the
centre,” Cheema said. The numbers of Pakistanis
studying Mandarin has skyrocketed since 2014,
when President Xi Jinping signed off on the vast
plans to fund power and road infrastructure. It
was not immediately clear if the kidnapped
Chinese workers were in Pakistan on behalf of
the Chinese government or one of the many
state-owned enterprises working out of
Pakistan. — Reuters

TAIPEI: Same-sex activists hug outside the parliament in Taipei yesterday as they
celebrate the landmark decision paving the way for the island to become the first
place in Asia to legalize gay marriage. — AFP 
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ISLAMABAD: A Pakistani fruit vendor reads a newspaper as he waits for customers on a street
in Islamabad yesterday. — AFP 

TAIPEI: In a first for Asia, Taiwan’s
Constitutional Court ruled in favor of
same-sex marriage yesterday, punctuat-
ing a yearslong campaign by advocates
for gay rights in one of the continent’s
most liberal democracies. In its majority
opinion, the court said a provision in the
current civil code barring same-sex mar-
riages violated two articles of the consti-
tution safeguarding human dignity and
equality under the law. Authorities must
now either enact or amend relevant laws
within two years, failing which same sex
couples could have their marriages rec-
ognized by submitting a written docu-
ment, the court said.

The ruling was greeted with rapturous
applause outside the legislature not far
from the court in the center of the capi-
tal, Taipei, where hundreds had gathered
with rainbow flags and noisemakers
emblazoned with slogans in favor of gay
marriage. “People like me in the position
of being in same-sex relationship with
children, we need this law even earlier,
even faster,” said Jay Lin, a father of two
and the founder and director of the
Taiwan International Queer Film Festival.

“And so everybody here and every-
body who (is) supporting this law in
Taiwan and throughout the world, all be
rooting for us. And we will be giving a lot
of pressure to the legislators to pass this
law once and for all,” Lin said. Jamie, who
has been in a relationship with his part-
ner for 22 years, said the ruling was a
milestone for Taiwanese society. “I am so
touched. Finally we’ve reached this
moment. This represents Taiwan’s human
rights. This is a step forward in human
rights,” said the 60-year-old retiree, who
asked that only his first name be used.

A bill to enforce the ruling is already
working its way through the legislature,
where both the ruling and major opposi-

tion parties support legalization of same-
sex marriage. Surveys show a majority of
the public is also in favor, as is President
Tsai Ing-wen, Taiwan’s first female leader.
Gays and lesbians in Taiwan have
formed an effective lobby in recent
years, with an annual Gay Pride march
drawing tens of thousands. While some
conservative religious and social groups
have mobilized against same-sex mar-
riage, their influence is much less potent
than in the United States and many oth-
er parts of the world.

“The need, capability, willingness and
longing, in both physical and psychologi-
cal senses, for creating such permanent
unions of intimate and exclusive nature
are equally essential to homosexuals and
heterosexuals, given the importance of
the freedom of marriage to the sound
development of personality and safe-
guarding of human dignity,” the court
said in its ruling. Two of the court’s 15 jus-
tices filed dissenting opinions and one
recused himself in the case. Despite the
spread of same-sex marriage in a few
regions since 2001, gay and lesbian cou-
ples had been allowed to marry in only
22 of the world’s nearly 200 countries. 

In Asia, Taiwan is the first government
to legalize such unions, while South
Africa is the only country in Africa to
allow them.  More than 70 countries con-
tinue to criminalize homosexual activity.
Globally, the pace of civil rights victories
has slowed against the background of a
steady stream of reports of anti-gay vio-
lence and persecution. Recent weeks
have witnessed large-scale detentions of
gay men in Nigeria and Bangladesh, and
accounts of roundups and torture of
scores of gays in Chechnya. In Indonesia,
a major police raid on a gay sauna was
followed two days later by the public
caning of two gay men. — AP 

SURABAYA: Indonesian police yesterday
used a steamroller to crush thousands of
bottles of alcohol and torched a huge stash
of seized drugs ahead of Ramadan in the
world’s most populous Muslim-majority
country. Islam’s holiest month is due to begin
this weekend, with observant Muslims across
the world abstaining from eating, drinking,
smoking and sex between sunrise and sun-
set. Indonesian authorities typically make a
show of seizing large quantities of drink and
destroying it in the run-up to Ramadan in a
reminder to Muslims to abstain from drink-
ing alcohol, which is against Islamic law.

In the second-biggest city of Surabaya,
on Java island, authorities used an steam-
roller to crush about 10,000 bottles of alco-
hol in a public display in the courtyard of a
police station. The destroyed haul included
many bottles of the national beer, Bintang,
as well as other ales and clear plastic con-
tainers of homemade liquor, which can be
dangerous as it is often mixed with toxic
substances. The beer was being sold at unli-
censed premises while the homemade brew
was illegally produced. 

Local police spokeswoman Lily Djafar said
the alcohol was confiscated “in the month
before Ramadan during an operation across
Surabaya”. Police in the city also incinerated a
large quantity of seized narcotics, including
thousands of ecstasy pills and 17 kilograms
(37 pounds) of crystal methamphetamine.
Similar operations have been carried out in
other parts of Indonesia in recent days,
including the capital Jakarta. About 90 per-
cent of Indonesia’s 255 million inhabitants
are Muslim, and most practice a moderate
form of Islam. Alcohol is available in major
cities and holiday destinations and the coun-
try is home to many bars and nightclubs.

However during Ramadan, nightspots
close for the whole month in many parts of
Indonesia. In Jakarta they usually shut for a
short period, at the start of the holy month
and the end. Hardline groups such as the
Islamic Defenders Front have been known to
raid bars and clubs that stay open during
Ramadan, although police have warned
against any such vigilante activities this year.
Ramadan begins when the first crescent of a
new moon is sighted. It ends with the Eid Al-
Fitr holiday, a major family event marked by
feasting and celebration. — AFP 

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte has imposed
martial law on the southern region of Mindanao to combat mili-
tants who have declared allegiance to the Islamic State group.
Here is what we know about his reasons and what happens next: 

What happened?
Duterte acted after security forces on Tuesday battled

dozens of gunmen in Marawi, a city of about 200,000 people.
One policeman and two soldiers died in the fighting, authorities
said. Tuesday’s violence was the latest in a series of deadly
clashes with militants who have pledged allegiance to the
Islamic State (IS) group, and are based throughout Mindanao.
Duterte’s declaration fulfilled an often-repeated promise to
impose martial law to combat the IS-linked militants, whom he
has said are a growing threat to national security. But he has
said repeatedly that martial law may be needed to solve many
other problems, including illegal drugs. 

Who are the militants?
Authorities said they were battling members of two of the

best-known groups to have declared allegiance to IS, the Abu
Sayyaf and Maute organizations. The military said it was hunt-
ing Isnilon Hapilon, an Abu Sayyaf leader who has been named
the Philippine head of IS. The US government is offering a $5-

million bounty for his capture. The Abu Sayyaf is infamous for
kidnapping foreigners and killing them if ransoms are not paid.
It is also blamed for the nation’s worst terror attacks, including
the 2004 bombing of a ferry in Manila Bay that claimed more
than 100 lives. 

Is martial law necessary?
Duterte has said repeatedly the growing influence of Islamic

State was one of the nation’s top security concerns, and martial
law was necessary to stop it. However Islamist militancy is not
new to the southern Philippines, where a decades-long Muslim
separatist insurgency claimed more than 120,000 lives.  Muslim
rebels orchestrated a siege in the southern city of Zamboanga
in 2013 that left more than 200 people dead, but the govern-
ment of then-president Benigno Aquino did not declare martial
law. Aquino also said he had considered imposing martial law
just before standing down last year in Sulu, island strongholds
of the Abu Sayyaf in the far south of Mindanao. But Aquino said
he decided against it partly because military rule could spark
resentment among local people.

Under martial law
Martial law allows the president to “call out the armed forces

to prevent or suppress lawless violence, invasion or rebellion”,

according to the constitution. Duterte said yesterday he would
be “harsh” and his version of martial law would include warrant-
less arrests and searches, along with curfews in some provinces.
Critics fear it will give security forces cover to carry out human
rights abuses, citing the experience under dictator Ferdinand
Marcos a generation ago.  During the nine years of martial law
under Marcos, police and troops tortured, abducted and killed
thousands of people who were critical of the dictatorship,
according to rights groups and historians. “Martial law of Mr
Marcos was very good,” Duterte said, adding military rule in
Mindanao would be similar to that under the dictator. 

What happens next? 
The constitution limits martial law to 60 days unless con-

gress agrees to extend it. The post-Marcos constitution also
imposed safeguards on martial law, including the requirement
for congress to approve its imposition and extension. The
Supreme Court can also rule on its legality. But Duterte had pre-
viously said he was prepare to ignore the constitutional safe-
guards. He said yesterday martial law would remain until there
was no more terrorist threat, and that he was prepared to
expand it nationwide.”I will not hesitate to do anything and
everything to protect and preserve the Filipino nation,” he said.
“If it means many people dying, so be it.”— AFP 
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EAST JAVA, Indonesia: Indonesian authorities destroy thousands of bottles of alcohol ahead of the
holy month of Ramadan at a police station in Surabaya yesterday. — AFP 
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TAIPEI: Same-sex activists hug outside the parliament in Taipei yesterday. — AFP


