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Focus

Israel marks 50 yrs 

of ‘united Jerusalem’ 

but city struggles 

Ahalf-century after Israel captured East Jerusalem,
the holy city remains deeply divided by politics,
religion and ethnicity - and struggling with grim

economic realities. A treasure fought over for millenia, it
is also one of Israel’s poorest areas. About 45 percent of
Jerusalem’s nearly 900,000 people live below the pover-
ty line, compared with 20 percent of the national popu-
lation. The poorer groups in Jerusalem are the fastest-
growing: Ultra-Orthodox Jews, or Haredim, who make
up a fifth of the population and Palestinians, who com-
prise more than a third.

Many young, secular and educated Jewish residents
are opting to leave, alienated by the religious atmos-
phere and high living costs, said the Jerusalem Institute
for Policy Research (JIIS) think tank. After the 1967
Middle East war, Israel annexed the Arab east of the city
to the Jewish west to create what it regards as its unit-
ed, eternal capital. Palestinians in East Jerusalem com-
plain of second-class status and official neglect.
“Jerusalem is a city that faces substantial challenges
economically and that is partly because of the popula-
tion that it houses,” said Naomi Hausman, an economics
professor at the Hebrew University.

Israel is this week celebrating the 50th anniversary of
the capture of East Jerusalem. Its claim to the whole of
the city as its indivisible capital has not won internation-
al recognition. Palestinians want East Jerusalem to be
the capital of a state they seek to establish in the occu-
pied West Bank and in Gaza. About 80 percent of
Jerusalem’s Palestinians and about half the Haredim live
below the poverty line.

Haredi men generally dedicate themselves to reli-
gious study and few Palestinian women have jobs. Only
58 percent of Jerusalem Jews are in employment com-
pared with 64 percent nationally, and just 40 percent of
the Palestinian population work, according to Israel’s
Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS). Each year, about 8,000
more people leave Jerusalem than move to the city,
according to CBS data, with much of the exodus made
up of young Jewish people frustrated by the high cost
of living and lack of job opportunities. 

Ilana Butrimovitz left San Francisco for Jerusalem but
spent barely a year there before moving away. “I feel
more free in Tel Aviv, not to mention the night-life and
the beach,” said the 30-year-old chef. “The vibe is better
and there are more job opportunities for young people.”
Jerusalem’s light rail line threads its way through the
city’s contrasting zones - past Haredi neighborhoods
where men in black garb walk the stone alleyways, by
downtown cafes and pubs, alongside the walled Old
City and to a sprawling new business quarter. “It’s a city
where everyone knows how to live together in equilibri-
um on a daily basis. There are also, obviously, divisions
and surely the east-west division is the biggest,” said
Hausman.

‘Dead End’
Palestinian men are often employed on the bottom

rungs of the labour market ladder, according to the JIIS.
“It’s a dead end for us,” said Hussam, a 28-year-old
Palestinian lawyer in East Jerusalem. “Plain and simple:
no, we do not have the same opportunities as Israelis.”
Israeli businesses are often reluctant to employ Arabs,
Hussam said, and some jobs are off limits for Jerusalem’s
Palestinians, who do not hold full Israeli citizenship, but
are designated “permanent resident”.

Some public sector jobs require full citizenship, and
some employers want staff who have served in the
Israeli military. “It fills one with despair, with anger, with
frustration,” said Hussam, adding that he planned to
leave for Europe. Residential and business taxes in the
city are among Israel’s highest, meaning higher-earning
residents are propping up the poorer ones.
“Dynamically, doing this local redistribution is extremely
problematic for a city, it can cause the city to attract
more and more non-working and low-skill types until
the city is in a poverty trap,” Hausman said.

Maya Chosen, senior researcher at the JIIS, said Israeli
authorities were finally acknowledging they needed to
intervene. Since 2016, Israel has allocated almost a bil-
lion shekels (around $250 million) to a five-year plan to
improve the business environment and expand tourism.
One goal is to boost the city’s high-tech sector and
entice more start-ups to move there. “They are trying to
draw stronger populations, engineers, upper-middle
class, to balance the weaker populations in Jerusalem,”
said Tzah Berki,  senior vice president at Dun &
Bradstreet Israel. Between 2012 and 2015, high-tech
investment in Jerusalem more than quadrupled to $243
million, according to the JIIS. The Palestinians of East
Jerusalem say they have seen little of the benefits. “It’s
just not on the radar of East Jerusalem’s residents,” said
Nisreen Alyan, head of the Jerusalem Programme at the
Association for Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI). — Reuters

Trump approach upends Obama vision

US President Donald Trump’s emphatic embrace of
Sunni Arab regimes and his vilification of Iran mark
a stark departure from the vision of his predecessor

Barack Obama in the volatile region, analysts say. Pointedly
delivering his first foreign speech in Riyadh on Sunday,
Trump praised the six-state Gulf Cooperation Council,
specifically Saudi Arabia, for efforts to cut off funding to
extremists while lambasting Iran as the “spearhead of ter-
rorism”. While the unpredictable Trump completed the visit
to the region without committing a major gaffe, his
approach “swept away the entire Obama legacy with the
wave of a hand,” said Thierry Coville, an Iran expert at the
French Institute for International and Strategic Affairs. “That
the United States wants to restore a certain balance in its
ties with Saudi Arabia, OK, but to put Iran and the IS group
on the same level is false, illogical and counter-productive,”
Coville told AFP.

Coville said that removing human rights concerns rou-
tinely levelled at Arab states from the center of US foreign
policy was “understandable”. But he added: “Telling (Egypt’s
President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi) that he is doing a ‘fantastic’
job and saying that Saudi Arabia is a ‘magnificent kingdom’,
while forgetting that in Iran people are making the effort
to get out and vote, is very dangerous.”

Hasni Abidi, head of the Geneva-based Study and
Research Centre for the Arab and Mediterranean World
(CERNAM), also spoke of a “break in US policy”. Obama,
whose secretary of state John Kerry helped broker the
2015 Iran nuclear deal, “banked on Iran’s moderate forces,
(while) Trump has chosen the Sunni camp, starting with
Saudi Arabia, a country with unequalled financial means,”
Abidi told AFP. Washington and Riyadh agreed deals
totalling some $380 billion. “But the price of regaining the
confidence of Saudi Arabia and the countries of the Gulf
Cooperation Council is to portray Iran as a threat,” Abidi
added. He noted that Washington still depends on Iran for
cooperation in Iraq against IS and in Afghanistan against
the Taleban, and Trump has “shown caution so far”.

Coville went further, calling Trump’s speech a “smoke-
screen” aimed at “making people forget that he is in the
process of validating the nuclear accord”. He also noted
that Iran Air, in Tehran’s first deal with a US aviation
group since the 1979 Islamic revolution, finalized in
December a contract worth $16.6 billion to purchase 80
Boeing planes. Paris-based political scientist Azadeh Kian
said authorities in Tehran had not taken Trump’s Riyadh
speech seriously, pointing to a tweet by Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif saying that Washington was
“milking” Saudi Arabia. But she said it was “worrying,
especially after an election... that showed that there is a

real dynamic towards democratization and opening in
Iranian society.”

‘More hope than experience’ 
Meanwhile, Trump’s call for Israelis and Palestinians to

“make a deal” has drawn praised mixed with a healthy dose
of skepticism. Speaking in Jerusalem, the US leader offered
no specifics but said he was “personally committed” to
helping to resolve the decades-old conflict. “Making peace,
however, will not be easy,” Trump said. “But with determina-
tion, compromise and the belief that peace is possible,
Israelis and Palestinians can make a deal.”

The Israeli newspaper Haaretz said Trump had “succeeded
in bringing peace, which in recent years had become a dirty
word, back to the center of Israeli public and political dis-

course.” But it added: “Trump has the will and motivation, but
for now he has no plan.” Former Middle East peace negotiator
Aaron David Miller, writing in Politico last week, argued that
“strange as it may seem, Trump actually has a Middle East
strategy, or at least a reasonably coherent approach.”

The idea is to forge a “US-Israeli-Sunni Arab entente...
held together by several objectives they share in varying
degrees: destroy ISIS, roll back Iranian influence, and deliv-
er some kind of Israeli-Palestinian peace,” Miller wrote. It is
a “transactional deal” in which the Arab states would help
Washington revive the peace process in exchange for a
much tougher US policy against Iran, he said. However, he
warned: “But Washington’s approach seems driven more by
hope than experience. Trump is likely to discover that the
region... is more complicated than he thought.” — AFP 

By targeting children at a pop concert
in Manchester, the Islamic State group
aimed to cause maximum outrage

and sow divisions by turning people against
Muslims, experts say. Ariana Grande, the US
pop star who had just finished performing
when the bomb ripped through the foyer of
Manchester Arena in northwest England on
Monday, is hugely popular with pre-teens
and teens. The first of the 22 people killed to
be named was an eight-year-old girl. The
attack was the deadliest in Britain since July
7, 2005, when four suicide bombers inspired
by Al-Qaeda attacked London underground
trains and buses, killing 52 people and
wounding 700 more.

David Videcette, a former Metropolitan
Police detective who investigated the
London attacks, told AFP that the militant
group would have carefully chosen the tar-
get in Manchester. “I think it is a deliberate
ploy on their part to gain a level of anger
and disgust from the general public that
would be directed towards other Muslims
because that assists them in their recruit-
ment drive,” said Videcette, who now writes
thrillers based on his experiences.

The Manchester bombing was also, he
suspects, timed to coincide with the fourth
anniversary of the hacking to death of sol-
dier Lee Rigby by two militants in London.
It also fell exactly two months after the car
and knife attack near the British Houses of
Parliament. The message from them is that
“we can do this at will, we can do it where

we want and we can do the type of thing
that we choose to do and you can’t stop us,”
Videcette said. In a statement released
through its social medial channels, IS said
one of its “soldiers” had carried out the
bombing in which he killed himself.

‘Unbearable’ target 
Yves Trotignon, a former agent in

France’s foreign intelligence service DGSE,
drew parallels between the Manchester
attack and two atrocities in France last
year - the lorry attack that killed 86 peo-
ple on the Nice seafront and the murder
of elderly priest Jacques Hamel near
Rouen. “What is extremely shocking in
this attack is the target,” he said. “All the
security services fear an attack against a

target that the public find unbearable. It’s
the Nice attack, with children crushed and
killed. Or it’s the killing of Father Hamel,
which caused deep shock.”

British Prime Minister Theresa May
called the Manchester attack “appalling
and sickening” but stressed that it must not
be allowed to divide the country. After
attacks using trucks in Stockholm and
Berlin in the last six months, western
Europe saw a return to the use of explo-
sives to cause carnage in Manchester. The
fact that it was the first large-scale bomb-
ing in Britain since the 2005 London attacks
is significant, Videcette said. “It is a step
change for two reasons - first it bucks the
trend and second, there is the level of
expertise involved in building an impro-
vised explosive device that is viable from
scratch without getting detected by any of
the safeguards we have put in place since
2005,” he said.

Shashank Joshi, senior research fellow
at the Royal United Services Institute
(RUSI), said however that while the type
of attack and its target were unusual for
Britain, they were unexceptional when
placed in an international context. He said
targeting concertgoers brought to mind
the November 2015 attack on the
Bataclan music hall in Paris that killed 90
people “and in that sense it represents a
generic attack on a soft target of the type
we have seen again and again in Europe
in recent years”. — AFP

Targeting children aimed to cause outrage

(From left) Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi, Saudi King Salman, US First Lady Melania Trump and US President
Donald Trump visit a new Global Center for Combating Extremist Ideology in Riyadh on May 21, 2017. — AP

Police officers yesterday patrol past a newspaper reporting about the suicide attack
at a concert by Ariana Grande that killed 22 people in Manchester. — AP 


