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MUMBAI: A hotly anticipated film
about the life of Indian cricket legend
Sachin Tendulkar hits cinemas this week
but the batting great says he might find
watching it an unsettling experience.

“I am used to seeing myself on a big
screen inside the stadium, not inside a
movie theatre,” Tendulkar told AFP
ahead of Friday’s release of “Sachin: A
Billion Dreams”

The docudrama, directed by Emmy-
nominated British filmmaker James
Erskine, took four years to make and
traces Tendulkar’s life from aspiring
cricketer to arguably the greatest bats-
man of all time.

It features real footage, including
clips from his matches and interviews
with colleagues and family and present
day stars including Virat Kohli and

Mahendra Singh Dhoni. 
It uses actors to recreate some scenes

from the 44-year-old’s childhood in
Mumbai. Tendulkar, who played 200 Test
matches and enjoys an almost god-like
status in cricket-mad India, consented to
the biopic but admitted that letting the
cameras into his family life didn’t come
naturally.

“Being a private person I always
believed I should let my bat do the talk-
ing, stay focused on the game and give
all my energy over there,” said the “Little
Master” in an interview.

“There are personal moments in the
film and some family footage. I know
fans want to see something more than
what they have in the last 24 years.
“Nobody knows what was going on in
my mind at that time so we have spoken

a lot about highs and lows and the line
between me, my family and fans,” he
added. The right-hander made his debut
for India aged just 16 in 1989 and broke
almost every batting record possible
before retiring from professional cricket
in 2013.

The former Indian captain is the only
cricketer to have scored 100 internation-
al centuries and is the highest run scorer
in international cricket with more than
34,000 runs.

HAGIOGRAPHY? 
Tendulkar published his autobiogra-

phy in 2014 and there isn’t much that
cricket fans don’t know about him. But
Erskine, who has made several
acclaimed sports films, insists the docu-
drama will reveal new aspects about his

life. “You might know the stats, you
might know how he performed in cer-
tain matches, but you don’t know what
happens when he goes off-stage, in his
house — his private life, his hopes,
dreams, his highs and sorrows,” he told
AFP.  “You know little of his family except
perhaps their names. This film really is
the story of the man, and while cricket is
a huge part of his life, it is just one chap-
ter,” Erskine added.

The Brit has made a number of well-
received sports biopics including “The
Battle of the Sexes”, about a tennis
match between Billie Jean King and
Bobby Riggs, and “Pantani:  The
Accidental Death of a Cyclist”, about
Tour de France winner Marco Pantani.

He also made “One Night in Turin”, a
documentary about England’s run to

the semi-finals of the 1990 football
World Cup.

“Sachin: A Billion Dreams” is being
produced by a company called “200
NotOut”, a reference to the number of
Tests Tendulkar played, leaving some
movie critics wondering if the film will
be little more than hagiography.

“My purpose was to make a film
exploring three clear strands-how did
this boy become perceived as a god,
who is the real man behind the god,
how was Sachin’s journey (and iconic
status) a result of the massive shifts in
Indian culture, cricket and media over
the past 30 years. 

“The last of these I treat subtly and
through imagery so that it’s more felt
than thought. And that’s key to under-
standing the film,” said Erskine. — AFP

Cricket great Tendulkar’s life brought to silver screen

RIO DE JANEIRO: In Kyle Snyder made history
at the Rio Olympics by becoming the youngest
American wrestler to win a gold medal.

The medal will soon be history as well, to be
replaced by the IOC and Rio organizers because
of damage. More than 80 American athletes
have sent medals they won at Rio to US
Olympic Committee headquar ters to be
shipped to games organizers, who will replace
them due to flaking, black spots and other
damage, the USOC said Tuesday.

The Americans,  including gold-medal
wrestlers Snyder and Helen Maroulis,  are
among at least 100 Olympians from across the
globe with defective medals.

Beach volleyball star Kerri Walsh Jennings is
also in the group; she says her bronze medal is
f lak ing and rusting,  and USA Swimming
spokesman Scott Leightman said some swim-
mers have damaged medals as well.

The USOC learned about the problems in
December and reached out to all the American
sports federations in January to begin the
process. Rio Games spokesman Mario Andrada
said officials have noted problems with the cov-
ering on 6 to 7 percent of the medals.

“The most common issue is that they were
dropped or mishandled, and the varnish has
come off and they’ve rusted or gone black in
the spot where they were damaged,” Andrada
said. I t ’s not uncommon for medals to be
passed around at post-Games parties and han-
dled by hundreds. But this amount of damage
is unusual. Walsh Jennings, who won three
golds in previous Olympics, says her medals
tend to get 

beaten up because she doesn’t hesitate to
let people touch them or try them on. But she
won’t consider locking them up because peo-
ple are inspired by them.

“They’ve offered to replace them. I’m not
sure if I want to swap it out,” Walsh-Jennings
told The Associated Press, adding the reason
was “100 percent sentimental.”

COST-CUTTING
USA Basketball spokesman Craig Miller said

the organization reached out to its players and
seven - three men and four women - reported
they believe there is an issue with their medals.

Snyder, who wrestles for Ohio State, was 20
when he won his medal. He noticed an issue
with the award the day after he won it.

He went to a party at the Team USA house in
Rio, where he said multiple people handled the
medal as they celebrated. Snyder said he later
discovered a scratch on the back of it, though
he added there has been no further damage.

Snyder said he has until the end of the week
to return his gold medal and has no idea when

he’ll receive his replacement. “It wasn’t too big
of a deal,” Snyder said. “But since they’re giving
me a new one, it’s kind of cool.”

Rio de Janeiro spent about $12 billion to
organize the games, which were plagued by
cost-cutting, poor attendance and reports of
bribes and corruption linked to the building of
some Olympic-related facilities.

Nine months later, many of the venues are
empty and have no tenants or income - with
the maintenance costs dumped on the federal
government. In addition to the issues with the

medals, which featured the Rio and Olympic
logos, the local organizing committee still owes
creditors about $30 million Greg Massialas, a
national coach for the U.S. fencing team in Rio,
said in a message to AP that the silver medal
his son, Alex, won is damage free. He added
that he hasn’t heard about any issues with oth-
er American fencers.

US shooter Ginny Thrasher and boxer
Claressa Shields,  along with men’s tennis
bronze medalist Kei Nishikori of Japan, also
reported that their gold medals are intact. —AP

Faster, rustier: Medals 

from Rio Olympics damaged

RIO DE JANEIRO: In this Aug. 18, 2016, file photo, United States’ Kerri Walsh Jennings stands on
the podium after winning the bronze medal in the women’s beach volleyball competition of the
2016 Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. More than 100 athletes from around the world
say the medals they won at the Rio Olympics are damaged. The IOC and Rio organizers plan to
replace them with new medals. Among those with defective medals are beach volleyball star
Kerri Walsh Jennings who says her bronze medal from last summer is flaking and rusting. — AP

OTTAWA: Craig Anderson #41 of the Ottawa Senators makes a save against Sidney
Crosby #87 of the Pittsburgh Penguins as Kyle Turris #7 and Erik Karlsson #65 of the
Senators and Chris Kunitz #14 of the Penguins react in the second period in Game Six
of the Eastern Conference Final during the 2017 NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs at
Canadian Tire Centre on May 23, 2017 in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. —AFP

OTTAWA: The Ottawa Senators came from
behind to force a decider in their Eastern
Conference final series against the
Pittsburgh Penguins on Tuesday. A third
period strike from Mike Hoffman complet-
ed a 2-1 win for the Senators, who rallied
after falling behind to a Evgeni Malkin goal
in the second period.

Bobby Ryan got Ottawa back on level
terms in the second period to leave the
series balanced at 3-3 heading for Game 7
in Pittsburgh on Thursday.  Senators coach
Guy Boucher praised the way his team had
responded after a 7-0 drubbing in Game 5.

“The guys are fighters, and they choose
to fight. They don’t choose to bail out. They
don’t choose to freeze. They choose to
fight,” Boucher said.  “That’s something
they’ve developed individually and as a
team, and that’s why we’re still here. It’s an
unbelievable team on the other side, so it
takes every player, everyone’s character to
be able to do that, and that’s what our play-
ers displayed today.”

Senators goalie Craig Anderson mean-
while proved one of the heroes for the
Canadians, stopping 45 shots, including 22
of 23 in the second period.  “I think what
he’s done all year, in terms of focus and
rebounding and coming up with big saves,
I think, is at the forefront of what these
guys have been doing,” Boucher said.

“It’s a roller coaster all series, not just this
one, but all the previous ones. And he’s
been terrific at reloading mentally, physi-
cally and emotionally.  I think it’s the meas-
ure of our team.”

Hoffman’s winner came at 1:34 of the
third when he gathered a pass from Fredrik
Claesson and blasted a slap shot past
Penguins goalie Matt Murray high to the
glove side. Malkin and Ryan exchanged
goals in the second period.  The Penguins
looked to have taken a lead at 3:04 of the
second, when Sidney Crosby found Trevor
Daley to shoot and beat Craig Anderson
with a rebound.  However Daley was later
adjudged to have interfered with the goal-
tender, denying Pittsburgh a precious
score. Pittsburgh are chasing back-to-back
Stanley Cup wins after their triumph in the
NHL showpiece in 2016. Pittsburgh coach
Mike Sullivan sounded a defiant note after
the defeat, insisting his team still had all to
play for. 

“Obviously, we’re disappointed in the
result, but I don’t think we can get discour-
aged by that,” Sullivan said. “I think we’ve
got to take the positives from it, and we’ve
got to build on it, and we’ve got to become
a more determined team for Game 7. “The
puck didn’t go in the net for us tonight, but
I believe, if we stay the course there, then
pucks will go in.—AFP

Senators force decider 

as Penguins downed

MELBOURNE: The Australian Cricketers’
Association has set up a business to man-
age and market players’ intellectual proper-
ty should they be unable to strike a pay
deal with the national cricket board.

Players have rejected a CA offer that
waters down a revenue-sharing model
which helped make them among the best-
paid cricketers in the world over the last 20
years. CA has warned that players would
not be offered alternative contracts if they
failed to agree to terms by a June 30 dead-
line. The ACA said the launch of ‘ The
Cricketers’ Brand’ would help players,
broadcasters, sponsors and Cricket
Australia (CA) “manage the uncertainty” of
a collective bargaining agreement failing to
be put in place by the deadline. 

“Whilst this business will ‘go live’ on 1
July 2017, the ACA is finalising securing the
interim IP of Australia’s elite male and
female cricketers pending a new MOU
being agreed,” the ACA said in a statement
yesterday.

Tim Cruickshank, the ACA’s commercial
manager, has been appointed as the IP
company’s general manager and said it
would work with players and their agents

to set up a commercial framework for their
image rights.

“What this means practically for broad-
casters and sponsors is that they can seek
to establish a more direct relationship with
the players through The Cricketers’ Brand
which we hope will enhance those partner-
ships for further mutual benefit,” he added.

“This is about securing a fair share for
the men and women who play the game
by taking greater control of their own intel-
lectual property.”

The ACA added that players had
received “approximately 0 percent” of digi-
tal media revenue earned by CA under the
current CBA, which the union said ran to
some A$40 million ($29.85 million) over
five years.

“Whilst the ACA is seeking to get to the
bottom of this, the players can’t allow this
to continue, especially given the extensive
use of their attributes on CA’s digital plat-
forms,” the ACA said.

A Cricket Australia spokesman said there
was “no digital revenue”. “CA has repeatedly
explained (that) to the ACA .... and their
auditors have access to CA’s books on a
regular basis,” he said by email. — Reuters

Australia players’ union 

seeks more control of IP

PARIS: Roland Garros organisers are confident
that the absence from the 2017 French Open of
Roger Federer, Serena Williams and Maria
Sharapova will just be a footnote when the story
of the second major of the season is told.

“The absence of these three stars does not
weaken the tournament because Roland Garros
remains an institution and the Holy Grail for a
player,” French tennis historian Jean-Christophe
Piffau told AFP. “The Grand Slam tournaments
are anchored in the history of tennis, which is
what makes them both special and prized.”

With that in mind, AFP Sports looks at the
storylines likely to dominate the French Open
which starts on Sunday: Perfect 10 for Nadal?

This year Nadal has captured a 10th Monte
Carlo Masters and 10th title in Barcelona; now
the great Spaniard targets what many in the
sport thought was impossible-a 10th Roland
Garros. The champion in 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008,
2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014, Nadal, now 30,
was written off when he lost to Novak Djokovic
in the 2015 quarter-finals, ending a 39-match
win streak in Paris since his shock defeat to
Robin Soderling in 2009.

Last year, he played two rounds before a wrist
injury forced an early withdrawal. But he has
been rejuvenated in 2017, reaching the
Australian Open and Miami finals and winning in
Madrid for a record-equalling 30th Masters title.

DJOKOVIC AND AGASSI, 
TARSTRUCK DOUBLE ACT 

When Djokovic completed the career Grand
Slam by winning his first Roland Garros title in
2016, the Serb held all four majors at the same
time.  But the former world number one has-by
his standards-struggled since, admitting motiva-
tion has been a problem.

There were signs of life when he reached the
Rome Masters final last weekend where his
defeat was soon relegated in significance by his
appointment of US legend Andre Agassi as his
new coach. The annoucement came in the wake
of Djokovic parting with long-time coach Marian
Vajda earlier this month, having also ended a
three-year relationship with Boris Becker at the
end of last season.

Eight-time major winner Agassi, who has only
committed to the French Open so far, has never
coached at such a level before and has been
away from the sport for more than a decade
since retiring in 2006.

THE OPEN FRENCH OPEN
Who will be the 2017 women’s champion?

Who knows? The champions from 2010 to 2015
— Serena Williams (2013 and 2015), Maria
Sharapova (2012 and 2014), Li Na (2011) and
Francesca Schiavone (2010) — are absent.
Defending champion Garbine Muguruza of
Spain picked up a neck injury in Rome and has
won just two matches on clay all season.  World
number one Angelique Kerber’s best run was a
2012 quarter-final spot.  This claycourt season,
the German lost first time out at Rome having
retired with a back injury after two matches in
Madrid. Simona Halep, the 2014 runner-up in
Paris and winner in Madrid this year before
being a losing finalist in Rome, looks the most
likely champion-in-waiting-just.—AFP

No Federer, Serena, Sharapova, 

no problem for Roland Garros

Maria Sharapova


