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STOCKHOLM: United's Wayne Rooney, center, lifts the trophy after winning the soccer Europa League final between Ajax Amsterdam and Manchester United at the Friends Arena in Stockholm, Sweden, yesterday.. — AP 

CANAZEI: France’s Pierre Rolland of team Cannondale-Drapac celebrates as he crosses the finish line to win the 17th stage of the
100th Giro d’Italia, Tour of Italy, cycling race from Tirano to Canazei yesterday. — AFP

CANAZEI: France’s Pierre Rolland swelled
with emotion after ending a two-year vic-
tory drought with an impressive victory
on the 17th stage of the Giro d’Italia yes-
terday. Dutchman Tom Dumoulin
(Sunweb) retained the race leader’s pink
jersey to maintain his 31-second overall
lead on Colombian Nairo Quintana
(Movistar) after the pair rolled over the fin-
ish line nearly eight minutes in arrears
with the main peloton.

Their battle for the maglia rosa will
move up a notch on a spectacular 18th
stage in the Italian Dolomites today when
Dumoulin expects to “come under attack”
from Quintana and fellow Italian rival
Vincenzo Nibali, third at 1min 12sec.

But as the pink jersey contenders
enjoyed some respite on a far easier
219km ride from Tirano to Canazei,
Rolland seized the day.

Looking for his first win since securing
a stage at the 2015 Tour of Castilla and
Leon in Spain, Rolland kept his calm amid
a tense finale to come over the finish in a
mixture of disbelief and joy. “I’m just so
happy. I’ve waited for this for so long,”

Rolland said. “In 2015 I finished second in
a Tour de France stage, and last year, when
I crashed twice on the Tour, was a year to
forget for me. “I worked so hard to prepare
for the Giro - I had my eye more on a stage
like yesterday’s or tomorrow’s. But I’m so
happy with this win.”

Rolland launched the first breakaway
of the day, dragging Pavel Brutt
(Gazprom) and Matej Mohoric (UAE)
with him for company, and when a 40-
man chase group caught them in the
final stages he kept his cool ahead of a
fraught finish.

‘FULL GAS’ AHEAD 
With less than 8km remaining, Rolland

attacked solo to build a small lead that,
thanks to the cat-and-mouse tactics of his
fellow companions, boosted his hopes of
going all the way. With only 2.5km remain-
ing, their deficit had grown to a virtually
unassailable 26secs and Rolland, gritting
his teeth, went all the way to the finish.

“I attacked from the first kilometre but
when I saw only two guys coming with
me I thought, ‘what a long day we have

ahead of us’,” he added. “But after very
hard stages like yesterday there are few
riders motivated to get into a breakaway.

“I took the first climb easy, paced
myself on the second climb then waited
for the big group to catch us.

“I had my teammate Michael Woods
with me for the sprint if it (the chase)
came back. But with 1km to go I knew I’d
won. I’m just so happy.” Dumoulin almost
lost the pink jersey on Tuesday due to a
desperate toilet stop that slashed his
overnight lead of 2:41 down to 31secs.

Ahead of a gruelling 18th stage over
137km from Moena to Ortisei/St Ulrich
that features four mountain passes and an
uphill finish, the big Dutchman expects
another tough day in the saddle.

“It will be full gas from the start. A real-
ly hard day,” Dumoulin said. “But we have
to stay calm and see what happens. They
will attack me. I expect Vincenzo and
Nairo to make it very hard for me tomor-
row.” Nibali, looking to win the race for the
third time on its 100th edition, said: “We
have to try, because if you don’t you end
up left with regrets.” —  AFP

France’s Rolland ends drought, 
Dumoulin waits for Giro attacks 

STOCKHOLM: Paul Pogba propelled Manchester United
towards a 2-0 victory over Ajax yesterday in a Europa League
final rendered heavy with emotion by this week’s terror attack
in Manchester. A night that began with a moment of silence,
then applause, in memory of the 22 people who died at
Manchester Arena on Monday ended with United completing
their trophy collection through goals from Pogba and
Henrikh Mkhitaryan.

Reminders of the attack were everywhere at Stockholm’s
Friends Arena, from United’s black armbands to the chants of
“Manchester!” from their fans, while Pogba, too, was grieving,
following the recent death of his father.

Victory enabled United manager Jose Mourinho, who said
prior to the game that he and his players were struggling not
to think about the tragedy, to bring his maiden Old Trafford
season to a successful conclusion.

He had already guided United to glory in the League Cup
and despite a sixth-place finish in the Premier League, success
in the Europa League means his side will return to the
Champions League next season.

United became only the fifth club-after Juventus, Ajax,
Bayern Munich and Chelsea-to have won the Champions
League, the Europa League and the now defunct European
Cup Winners’ Cup.

Mourinho, a UEFA Cup winner with Porto in 2003 and two-
time European champion, has now won all four of the major
European finals he has contested.

Ajax were appearing in their first continental showpiece
match since the 1996 Champions League decider and fielded
a team with an average age of 22 years and 282 days-the
youngest to have ever started a major European final.

Peter Bosz’s effervescent team caused United some
uncomfortable moments, but without ever threatening to
pull off an upset.

DEFIANT CHANTS 
Denied a glorious homecoming by a serious knee injury,

United’s Swedish striker Zlatan Ibrahimovic was present
instead as a spectator to see his current side take on the team
where he made his name. Pogba put a volley fractionally wide
in the first minute and in the 18th minute he found the target,
albeit with a helping hand. From Marouane Fellaini’s lay-off,
the French midfielder let fly with a left-foot shot that flicked
off Davinson Sanchez’s left foot and looped past Ajax’s help-
lessly wrong-footed goalkeeper Andre Onana.

It was the biggest return yet on United’s world-record
£89.3 million ($115.8 million, 103.2 million euros) investment
in Pogba, who celebrated by pointing to the sky.

Moments later, Antonio Valencia stung Onana’s palms after
a raid down the United right. The English side then took their
foot off the pedal, enabling Ajax to start finding space in dan-
gerous areas, but within three minutes of kick-off in the sec-
ond half they had tightened their grip on the game.

Juan Mata’s corner from the right was headed down by
Chris Smalling and with his back to goal, Mkhitaryan held off
Joel Veltman to flick the bouncing ball past Onana and claim
his sixth goal in the competition.

Onana was called upon to field a header from Fellaini and
United goalkeeper Sergio Romero saved from substitute
Donny van de Beek. But there was little to worry United’s fans,
who continued to defiantly chant the name of their grief-
stricken city as the final whistle neared.  —  AFP

Man Utd outclass Ajax to win Europa League

SOLNA: Manchester United’s English defender Chris Smalling (12) heads the ball as Manchester United’s Belgian midfielder
Marouane Fellaini and Ajax Dutch midfielder Davy Klaassen (3rd L) jump Manchester United’s French midfielder Paul Pogba (R)
looks during the UEFA Europa League final football match Ajax Amsterdam v Manchester United yesterday at the Friends Arena
in Solna outside Stockholm.  — AFP


