
KUWAIT: Driven by its continuous commit-
ment to provide the best health and beau-
ty services in Kuwait, La Rose Clinic unveils
equipped and latest in technology and
equipment in beauty field. The opening
took place in the presence of a number of
social figures and media delegates in town.
Situated in Al-Rawasi Center at Al-Shaab
Bahri - Bock 8, La Rose Clinic offers a com-
prehensive suite of beauty services that
match the highest international standards
provided by a team of highly trained
experts and consultants. 

The new clinic is equipped with state-
of-the-art machinery for laser therapy for
hair removal, pigmentation removal, and
skin rejuvenation for facial contouring;
along with the latest technology for
weight loss and fat reduction without the

need for surgery and non-surgical skin lift-
ing. Not forgetting the skin peeling that
rejuvenates the skin to look more glam-
ourous and remove pigmentation. Besides,
the clinic offers various anti-aging treat-
ments, such as collagen thread lifting,
which is a procedure to rejuvenate, regen-
erate and improve the structure and tex-
ture of the face. 

La Rose Clinic offers a complete range
of services that gain customers’ satisfac-
tion and loyalty. The clinic is committed to
sustain its leading stand in the market by
keeping pace with the latest innovation in
the field of cosmetics, beauty, skin and
body care. No doubt the clinic has become
the first choice for customers, thanks to
the dedication and commitment of its
team of experts. 
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WASHINGTON: Scientists think they have
answered a whale of a mystery: How the ocean
creatures got so huge so quickly. A few million
years ago, the largest whales, averaged maybe 15
feet long. That’s big, but you could still hold a fossil
skull in two hands. Then seemingly overnight, one
type of whale - the toothless baleens - became
huge. Modern blue whales get as big as 100 feet,
the largest creatures ever on Earth. Its skull is now
bigger than a minivan and could probably fit more
than five people inside, researchers said.  “We really
are living in the time of giants,” said study co-
author Nicholas Pyenson of the Smithsonian
Natural History Museum. “Why is that?”

And it happened “in the blink of an evolution-
ary eye,” which makes it harder to figure out what
happened, said Graham Slater at the University of
Chicago, lead author of the study in Tuesday’s
Proceedings of the Royal Society B. Their study has
proposed an answer: Ice ages in the last 3 to 5 mil-
lion years started it, changing the oceans and food
supply for whales. The researchers used fossil
records of the smaller whales to create a family
tree for baleen whales -  which include blue
whales, humpbacks and right whales. 

Using computer simulations and knowledge
about how evolution works, they started filling in
the gaps between the small whales and the mod-

ern super-sized version. They keyed in on a time
period when the whales got huge and smaller
whale species went extinct, somewhere between
a few hundred thousand years ago and 4.5 million
years ago. They concluded that when the size
changes started, the poles got colder, ice expand-
ed and the water circulation in the oceans
changed and winds shifted. Slater and Pyenson
said cold water went deep and moved closer to
the equator and then eventually bubbled back up
in patches rich with the small fish and other small
critters that whales eat.

Before that, whale food was spread out, rela-
tively easy to get at. Now, they are giant buffets
amid hundreds of miles of whale food deserts.
That’s why you can see lots of whales in the sum-
mer in California’s Monterey Bay, Slater said.
Baleen whales, which have no teeth, feed by
gulping tremendous amount of ocean, filtering
out the water and eating the critters they cap-
ture. Toothed whales, like sperm whales, hunt
individual fish or squid, so the ocean changes
that made food less evenly spread out didn’t
affect them as much.  But baleen whales hunt
schools of fish or swarms of krill, Pyenson said.  “If
you are a whale, the easiest way to take advan-
tage of dense but sparsely available resources is
to get big,” Slater said. — AP 

La Rose Clinic equipped
with latest technology 

PARIS: Evolution works in mysterious ways,
especially when it comes to sex. Behold the
humble and homely seed beetle, an insect
that has successfully spread to every conti-
nent on the planet except Antarctica. The
male of the species, it has long been known,
boasts an imposing member resembling a
medieval, spike-studded ball mounted on a
metal shaft. Ouch. “The penis is covered in
hundreds of sharp spines which pierce the
female reproductive tract during mating,”
explained Liam Dougherty, an evolutionary
biologist at the University of Western
Australia in Crawley, and lead author of a
study that asks a deceptively simple ques-
tion: how do females cope?

The answer-based on a decade of labora-
tory experiments spanning 100 seed beetle
generations-reveals a remarkable story of
adaptation, and an evolutionary tit-for-tat
that Dougherty likens to a “sexual ‘arms
race’.”“When males evolved to increase male
harm, the females co-evolved to reduce that
harm,” and in more ways than one,
Dougherty said. To begin with, the female
tract grew thicker across generations, “mak-
ing the spines less able to pierce the tissue,”
he explained.

Lady beetles confronted with ever more
dangerous male gear also developed new
immune responses, one giving them more
protection against infection, and another
allowing their damaged tissue to heal faster.
The findings, published yesterday in the
British Royal Society journal Proceedings B,
provide rare evidence of how “traumatic
mating,” as it is sometimes called, can simul-
taneously drive adaptive mutations in both
sexes.  But this fascinating evolutionary pas-
de-deux still leaves begging a fundamental

question: what is the raison d’etre of a male
sex organ that reduces female lifespan and
perhaps reproductive output? What, in other
words, would Darwin have to say? Some
biologists have suggested that the
weaponised genitalia reduce the chances of
females coupling with other males. 

Pain sex
But female seed beetles do, in fact,

mate with more than one partner.  More
likely, says Dougherty, is that spines on the
male organ changed to increase the num-
ber of eggs fertilized compared to com-
petitors.  In either case, “the female well-
being is sacrificed at the expense of male
fitness,” he added. “Traumatic mating has
evolved because it increases male fertiliza-
tion success.”

The scientists also speculated that deeper
holes made by longer spines allow chemicals
ejaculated by the male that influence female
behavior, and make her more pliant, to more
quickly find their way to the brain.  Seed
beetles are not the only creatures prone to
male-on-female pain sex.  The best known
example is probably the bed bug. 

Its penis-which looks like a hooked hypo-
dermic needle-pierces the females
abdomen, injecting sperm directly into the
body cavity. Nor are females always on the
receiving end. Several species of spider prac-
tice sexual cannibalism in which larger lady
arachnids eat their mates-but only after the
deed is done. For the seed beetle experi-
ment, the insects were gathered from 13
locations around the world-including Benin,
Brazil, California, Nigeria, South India and
Yemen — and raised separately under iden-
tical laboratory conditions.  — AFP 

Weaponized sex organ drives 
sexual ‘arms race’ in beetles

CANCUN, Mexico: Governments of 100
countries still lacking disaster early warn-
ing systems have a duty to invest in the
projects, which could save lives and prop-
erty, and reap longer-term economic bene-
fits, the UN’s meteorological agency said.
With vulnerable countries in Africa, the
Caribbean and the Pacific Islands among
those still without early warning systems,
the WMO said better disaster preparedness
could help governments improve farm out-
puts, boost safety in sectors such as ship-
ping and transport, and protect people.

“The money that we invest in the met
(meteorological) service, you get it back
tenfold in terms of economic benefits,”
World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
Secretary-General Petteri Taalas said in the
Mexican resort of Cancun at the end of a
two-day conference on early warning sys-
tems. Early warning systems cost between
$10 million and $100 million, depending
on the size of the country. The Geneva-
based WMO is working with organizations
such as the World Bank to roll out systems,
with Morocco among countries being used
as a benchmark, Taalas said.

The Multi-Hazard Early Warning
Conference was held ahead of a UN disas-
ter risk reduction conference, which start-
ed yesterday and continues until tomor-
row. The disaster risk reduction conference

marks the first major meeting since 2015,
when the Sendai framework was ham-
mered out in Japan, setting ambitious tar-
gets for governments to cut deaths and
economic losses from disasters by 2030.
The seven Sendai targets also include limit-
ing damage to infrastructure and disrup-
tion to basic services such as health and
education, and widening access to early
warning systems.

Robert Glasser, head of the UN Office
for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), said
the cost of natural disasters is skyrocketing,
fuelled by increasing climate change and a
lack of risk awareness in economic devel-
opment, with people building in high risk
areas such as flood zones. “Even though
often the human impact of conflict and
conflict displacement is prominently in the
press, actually the displacement from natu-
ral disasters is far greater and often unre-
ported as well,” Glasser said, pointing to
smaller-scale disasters that often go unno-
ticed by the media. Natural disasters force
26 million people into poverty each year
and cost the equivalent of $520 billion in
lost consumption, according to the World
Bank. The United Nations has called on
governments to spend at least 1 percent of
development aid by 2020 on disaster
preparation, but they currently spend just
half that amount. —Reuters

Disaster early warning systems 
‘still missing’ in 100 countries

Humpback whales feed at the Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary off Cape Cod near
Provincetown, Mass. A new study explains how the baleen whale family, which includes humpback
whales, grew seemingly suddenly only a few million years ago from smaller creatures to the ocean
giants they are now. — AP 

UPPSALA, Sweden: Photo shows a seed beetle’s penis, as seen through a microscope
in a laboratory at the Uppsala University. — AFP

Whale of a mystery solved? How they got so big


