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Fans of Justin Bieber pleaded on Tuesday for his upcom-
ing British tour dates to be canceled, underscoring the
potential repercussions to music acts with a young fan

base from the suicide bombing at an Ariana Grande concert in
Manchester. Canadian heartthrob Bieber, 23, is due to play an
open air concert at London's Hyde Park in July. But fans flood-
ed social media saying his appearance should be axed for the
safety both of fans and the singer himself. "Cancel Justin's
concert in the UK, please! We want him to be safe, please," a
person using the handle marhrukhh wrote on the Instagram
account of Bieber's manager, Scooter Braun.

Braun also manages Grande, also 23, a former Nickelodeon
star whose huge female fan base, many of them tweens, were
out in force for her concert in Manchester on Monday night
when a suicide bombing killed 22 people and injured dozens.
The "Problem" singer flew to Florida on Tuesday to spend time
with her family, the Daily Mail website reported.
Representatives at Grande's record company did not return
calls on whether the remainder of her world tour, with stops in
London and Europe, would go ahead.

Leanne Murray, 20, who lives in Ireland, has tickets to see
Bieber play in Dublin next month. But she said that after

Monday's bombing she is contemplating selling them.  "I just
don't want what I would hope to be a great night to end in
something like last night," Murray, who paid 180 Euros ($200)
each for two tickets told Reuters. "It's frightening to think that
it could have been any of us and it really shows that you never
know what's around the corner," Murray added.

Representatives for Bieber did not immediately respond to
Reuters on the status of his upcoming performances.  Touring
has been one of the top sources of income for musicians in
recent years. The top 10 worldwide tour acts grossed a com-
bined $1.67 billion in 2016, according to music industry publi-
cation Pollstar, with Bruce Springsteen bringing in $268.3 mil-
lion alone.

Pop acts like Taylor Swift, Bieber, One Direction and Grande
are also among the top earners. Grande grossed more than
$25 million from touring between April 2016-April 2017,
according to Pollstar figures, while Bieber grossed $163 mil-
lion in 2016. Robin Wolff, from Agoura Hills, California, said she
has accompanied her 15-year-old daughter Brooke to Miley
Cyrus and One Direction concerts. Her daughter has only
more recently attended a couple of concerts without parental
supervision.  Asked if she has concerns for her children attend-

ing concerts in the wake of the Manchester attack, Wolff said,
"Absolutely."

"It's scary. Especially if you're not there for them, that's
even scarier. Me going with them, I'm OK with that," she said.
Joe Reinartz, news editor at Pollstar, said that although he
believes security is already strong at music venues and will no
doubt be stepped up, parents would likely be more cautious.

"In the short term, there are going to be concerns for any
large gathering where there will be young people, and that
doesn't necessarily mean a Justin Bieber show. It means a high
school football game, or an event at a fair ground," Reinartz
said. Jim Donio, president of the Music Business Association,
said he would be surprised to see musicians cancelling tours
because of the attack at the Grande concert. But he said fans
will be more aware and prepared. "Will parents make more
informed decisions? Yes, that's possible, so there can be some
impact there." — Reuters

Fans beg Justin Bieber to cancel dates as fear grips pop's youth
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Ariana Grande returned to the United States on Tuesday,
one day after a suicide bomber killed 22 people at the
singer's concert in Manchester, England, as questions

lingered over whether she would continue her European tour.
Grande, 23, was seen in photographs posted on the Daily Mail
website walking down the steps of a private plane at an air-
port in her hometown of Boca Raton, Florida, and being met
by family members.

The Daily Mail images showed the diminutive pop star
dressed casually in sweats and appearing downcast as she
greeted her boyfriend, the rapper Mac Miller, on the tarmac
and getting into a waiting car. Grande had not been seen pub-
licly since an explosion ripped through the packed
Manchester Arena at the end of her performance there. Some
of the 22 people who died in the attack were teens or young
girls. Grande was apparently unharmed.

British police have identified the man suspected of carry-
ing out the massacre as 22-year-old Salman Abedi, who was
born in Manchester to parents of Libyan origin. Islamic State
claimed responsibility for what it called revenge against
"Crusaders," but there appeared to be contradictions in its
account of the operation. In her only statement so far, Grande
took to Twitter some five hours after the bombing to describe
herself as "broken" in the aftermath of the attack.

"from the bottom of my heart, i am so so sorry. i don't have
words," she said in the tweet. Grande was performing in
Manchester during the European leg of a tour to promote her
third album, "Dangerous Woman," which also has her sched-
uled to visit London, Belgium, Poland, Germany, Switzerland
and France in the coming weeks. Despite speculation that she
would cancel the rest of the tour, no formal announcement
had been made as of Tuesday.  Grande's manager, Scooter
Braun, did not respond to requests for comment by Reuters.

"We mourn the lives of children and loved ones taken by
this cowardly act," Braun said in a statement posted on Twitter
on Monday evening. "We ask all of you to hold the victims,
their families and all those affected in your hearts and
prayers." Grande, a native of Boca Raton, starred in the
Broadway musical "13" and on the Nickelodeon TV series
"Victorious" before releasing her solo debut album, "Yours
Truly."  Best known for her singles "Problem" and "Break Free,"
Grande is credited with having an exceptionally broad vocal
range for a pop star. — Reuters

Brad Pitt told Indian actor Shah Rukh
Khan that he doesn't have the moves
to star in Bollywood films as he pro-

moted his new movie "War Machine" in
Mumbai yesterday. "I  wouldn't make it
Bollywood because I can't dance or sing," said
the American actor during an event with
Khan in front of journalists in India's financial
capital. Bollywood Hindi language movies are
renowned for elaborate dance sequences and
high-energy songs and Khan responded by
telling Pitt he could easily learn.

"We can make anyone dance. I just spread
my arms and do nothing, that's a step," joked
the actor known as "King Khan". Pitt, who
recently split from Angelina Jolie, arrived in
Mumbai from Japan yesterday for the latest
stop on a promotional tour for Netflix movie

"War Machine". The satirical war film, in which
Pitt plays a hubristic United States general,
releases on the popular streaming site on
Friday. Pitt, 53, was due to attend a screening
of the film, directed by David Michod, in
Mumbai later yesterday. It was the star's sec-
ond high-profile visit to India after he accom-
panied ex-wife Jolie during her filming of "A
Mighty Heart" in 2006. Earlier this month Pitt
opened up on his divorce from Jolie, admit-
ting that heavy drinking had contributed to
the breakdown of his marriage. The
Hollywood A-lister told GQ Magazine that he
is now teetotal and in therapy. Jolie, 41, filed
for divorce in September, citing irreconcilable
differences. — AFP
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'I'd never make it in
Bollywood,' says Brad Pitt

US actor Brad Pitt (left) takes a picture with a fan during the Japan premiere of his
latest movie ‘War Machine’ in Tokyo. — AFP 

The Danger Zone may have gotten old and
dusty, but Tom Cruise says he's about to fly
back in. The 54-year-old actor says the

long-discussed sequel to "Top Gun" is a sure
thing and should start shooting soon. Cruise
made the announcement yesterday in response
to questions from anchors on the Australian
morning news show "Sunrise." The actor said
filming will likely begin within the next year. He
added, "It's definitely happening."

Cruise has said in similar interviews that the
film was in development and a strong possibility,
but has not offered such clear confirmation. The
1986 Reagan-era flyboy epic propelled Cruise to
superstar status. Jerry Bruckheimer, producer of
the original, had been dropping hints too. He
posted a picture of himself and Cruise on
Saturday's 31st anniversary of the original's
release. — AP

Actors Tom Cruise, center, Russell Crowe, right, Annabelle Wallis, second right, and Sofia
Boutella, second left, pose with director Alex Kurtzman, left, as they arrive for the
Australian premiere of their movie The Mummy in Sydney. — AP

Michael Bay sank his hands and feet
into the forecourt of Hollywood's TCL
Chinese Theatre on Tuesday as he

was honored for a money-spinning movie
career that has netted almost $6 billion. The
52-year-old Los Angeles native is known for
directing some of history's biggest effects-
laden blockbusters, from "Bad Boys" (1995),
"Armageddon" (1998) and "Pearl Harbor"
(2001) to the "Transformers" franchise.     "It
brings back your childhood because I remem-
ber as a kid I came here. And this is where I
went to the movies with my parents, this was
the place where I saw 'Raiders of the Lost Ark,'
when I decided I want to become a director,"
he told AFP.

Bay, who now calls Miami home, worked as
an intern for George Lucas's special effects
company Industrial Light and Magic before
kickstarting his directing career with commer-
cials and music videos for Tina Turner, Lionel
Richie and Meat Loaf. His first feature film-
"Bad Boys," starring Will Smith and Martin
Lawrence-marked the beginning of a string of
collaborations between Bay and veteran pro-
ducer Jerry Bruckheimer. 

"It's bizarre as a kid to think, this was
always untouchable to me, you know," he said
of being honored by Hollywood. "You don't
ever think that's possible, so it's kind of a
bizarre thing having your hands printed here."
Known for high octane action, Bay's movies

have made $5.8 billion, allowing him to
indulge a passion for aviation and motoring,
according to Rolling Stone magazine, snap-
ping up a $50 million Gulfstream jet and a
fleet of luxury and sports cars.

'They can say whatever they want' 
Yet his commercial success has not pro-

tected him from the barbs of critics that
accompany each new release, and he has in
the past been accused of "pummeling audi-
ences into submission" rather than entertain-
ing them. Mark Kermode, the British film critic
who came up with the phrase, wrote in a one-
star review of "Transformers: Age of
Extinction" in 2014 that it had all the director's
hallmarks, from its ludicrous plot and incoher-
ent action to "endless leering shots of the
leading lady's butt."

Bay, who directed all five installments of
the smash-hit "Transformers" franchise about
huge robots that turn into cars and hit each
other, said he never reads his critics. "They
can say whatever they want. It's all about the
fans. I think it's a real epic movie," Bay said at
a preview of "Age of Extinction" in Miami.
Bay's fifth installment, "Transformers: The
Last Knight," is scheduled for release on June
21 and an untitled sixth movie is due 12
months later, although a director has not
been announced. — AFP

i flix, the world's leading Subscription Video
on Demand (SVoD) service for emerging mar-
kets, has unveiled its fantastic new content

lineup for the 2017 Ramadan season. The full
catalogue was introduced at a prestigious event
held at the Sky Lounge, Radisson Blu Hotel on
Tuesday, May 23rd 2017. The event was hosted
by the iflix Kuwait team in the presence of its
strategic partner Zain Group, social media influ-
encers and representatives of the local media. 

During the event, the company unveiled its
exciting Ramadan content, which features a
variety of Gulf, Egyptian, Lebanese, Syrian and
Bedouin TV series. The featured programming
stars many of the region's most prominent
actors, who are hugely popular amongst local
audiences and all lovers of drama and comedy
throughout the Arab world. 

iflix also announced the launch of its first
ever original series created for the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA) region, Waklinha Wala.
The groundbreaking Egyptian comedy series,
features 30 top celebrities from the region, is co-
produced by Shadows (Ahmed Helmy's
Produc t ion Company) ,  Front  Row and the
Kuwait  Nat ional  Cinema Counci l .  The plot
depicts the lives of four families living in a run-
down building in Cairo's renowned 5th district
as they try to repair and rebuild the disintegrat-
ing building.

"The world has moved to a stage where peo-
ple watch what they want, when they want and
in emerging markets, people watch it in the
palm of their hands-that is where we position
iflix," commented Nader Sobhan, Head of iflix
MENA. "More than 3 billion people will enter the
middle class over the next 15 years, and they
will collectively purchase 1 billion new smart-
phones. This increasingly affluent group will be
connected, and have access to information and
cultural influences on a global scale. They will
want to be entertained at a world class stan-
dard. Currently, for many of these people, their
only option is piracy. iflix was founded with the
aim of offering consumers an alternative that is
better than piracy."

Jaun-Paul MacKerlie, CEO of iflix Arabia, pro-
vided the attendees with an overview of iflix's
world class service and vast library of thousands
of popular TV shows, movies and more from
around the world. He was followed by Bashar Al
Ostad, General Manager of iflix Kuwait and iflix
Bahrain, who further introduced iflix Kuwait and
its local customer offering.

For new subscribers, iflix offers a complimen-
tar y one -month tr ial  with ful l  access to its
world-class service, features and content. Go to
w w w.i f l ix .com or  download the app f rom
Google Play or the Apple App Store to register.

With over 170 studio and distributor partner-

ships, iflix offers subscribers the largest selec-
tion of iconic and critically acclaimed TV series
and fan-favourite films available in the region.
iflix's growing library of exclusive, first run series
include multi Emmy winning series Mr Robot, as
well as this year's smash hits The Cardinal, Ice,
Ransom, Ekhtyar Egbari, Al Raboos, Al Ab Al
Rouhi  and many more - all available for the first
time in Egypt with local subtitles. Amongst the
hundreds of top international shows also avail-
able on iflix include every episode of Friends,
The Walking Dead, Mad Men, Falling Skies and
Fargo, in addition to many more Lebanese,
Syrian and Egyptian movies and TV series. iflix
additionally offers an incredible catalogue of
kids' content, including Yo Gabba Gabba, Milly
Molly, Martha Speaks, Ben 10, and much more.

Now avai lable to one bi l l ion consumers
across 18 markets throughout Asia, the Middle
East and North Africa, iflix offers consumers, a
vast library of top Hollywood, Asian, Middle
Eastern, and local TV shows and movies includ-
ing many first run exclusives and award-winning
programs. Each subscription allows users to
access the service on up to five devices, includ-
ing phones, laptops, tablets, and television sets,
for viewing wherever, whenever.

Tom Cruise reveals 'Top Gun 2'
to start filming soon

In this file photo, actor Tom Cruise
arrives for the Australian premiere

of his movie ‘The Mummy’ in
Sydney, Australia. — AP

iflix unveils revolutionary content
for the 2017 Ramadan season

iflix Kuwait team. Group picture for Zain team and  iflix Kuwait team.

$6 bn man Michael Bay
honored by Hollywood

Filmmaker Michael Bay poses with his ‘crew’ at his Hand and Foot prints ceremony in
front of the TCL Chinese Theater in Hollywood, California on May 23, 2017. — AFP


