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Gardening as art goes 
on show at famous 

UK festival

Tourists walk amongst the  ‘Seven Magic Mountains’ art installation by Swiss artist Ugo Rondinone in the Ivanpah Valley near Las Vegas, Nevada. — AFP

World's first police robot unveiled in Dubai 
The world's first operational police robot has been
unveiled in Dubai. Visitors to the three-day long Gulf
Information Security Expo and Conference had the oppor-
tunity to meet the "world's first operational Robocop"
when the machine made its debut at the event on Sunday.
The robot - named Robocop after the popular movie fran-
chise of the same name - is 5ft 5in tall and weighs 100kg,
and can speak six languages as well as being able to read
facial expressions.  It includes a built in tablet device so
people are able to pay fines and report crimes straight
from the robot itself, and it can also send and receive mes-
sages from police headquarters. Brigadier-General Khalid
Nasser Al-Razzouqi, Director-General of Smart Services
with the Dubai Police said in a statement: "The launch of
the world's first operational Robocop is a significant mile-
stone for the Emirate and a step towards realizing Dubai's
vision to be a global leader in smart cities technology
adoption. "With an aim to assist and help people in the
malls or on the streets, the Robocop is the latest smart
addition to the force and has been designed to help us
fight crime, keep the city safe and improve happiness lev-
els. "He can chat and interact, respond to public queries,
shake hands and offer a military salute." 

Penguin joins dating site 
A penguin is trying to find love on an online dating site.
Spruce, a one-year-old penguin who resides at Weymouth
Sea Life Centre in Dorset, is so desperate to find a mate that
his handlers have set him up with a profile on dating web-
site Plenty of Fish, where his interests are listed as "seafood
and swimming". His carer Sarah Everett told the Dorset
Echo: "It would be nice for Spruce to have another single
penguin to spend his time with, rather than his keepers. "I
really want to see Spruce settle down with the right girl
and after searches for potential mates at other Sea Life cen-
ters proved fruitless I thought it was time to look further
afield." The decision to create a profile for the lonely pen-
guin came after his handlers noticed all the female pen-
guins in their enclosure were partnered up, leaving poor
Spruce on his own. 

Greggs make dresses out of salad 
Greggs have unveiled dresses made entirely from salad. The
on-the-go food retailer has teamed up with Kate Tabor -
who has previously designed costumes for the likes of pop
megastar Katy Perry - to create two edible dresses in order
to help launch their delicious summer menu, which features
six dishes under 400 calories. The dresses were made out of
around 5,000 lettuce leaves, 300 onions, 150 peppers, and
other ingredients including tomatoes, courgettes, chillies
and limes, and took a team of four designers around 200
hours to create. Designer Kate said of her creations: "I've cre-
ated costumes for Katy Perry and the Chemical Brothers to
Birdy and Katy B, but I've never designed anything quite
like this. Each dress is made up of over 20 individual ingre-
dients from the Greggs salad range, with hundreds more of
each making up the designs. This has definitely been my
biggest challenge yet." Commissioned to celebrate the
launch of Greggs' summer menu - which includes items
such as the coconut, lime, and chilli chicken salad and the
cheese, tomato and basil pasta salad - the idea for the
dresses came following new research released by the
brand which states that a whopping 61 percent of Brits say
they are more health conscious now than they were five
years ago. — Bang Showbiz

Bizarre News 

Indonesian comedian Sakdiyah Maruf (left) performing at a bar in Jakarta. — AFP photos

In

Wearing a red hijab and all-encompassing
gown, Sakdiyah Maruf cuts an unusual figure
in a dark, smokey Jakarta bar as she reels off

taboo-breaking jokes to laughter from a rapt audi-
ence. She is a rare character in Indonesia-a female
Muslim stand-up using humor to challenge prejudice
against women and rising religious intolerance.
Despite resistance from those who believe a woman's
place is not on stage cracking jokes, even within her
own family, the 34-year-old has forged ahead and is
winning fans at home and abroad.

In the country with the world's biggest Muslim
population, she does not shy away from sensitive
subjects. Her jokes touch on topics ranging from
Jakarta's recent religiously-charged election-which
saw the Christian incumbent ousted by a Muslim-to
sex and alcohol. "Hijab, niqab, burqa-it saves you
from a bad hair day," she said to laughter from the
crowd in the Indonesian capital, a typical gag that
gently pokes fun at her own religious customs. Maruf
jokes about how women were not allowed to attend
public events in the small, conservative community
on Java island where she grew up, and that she is
seeking to be more progressive by trying "to have
sex even though I am married".

For the slight, unassuming lady, comedy is a playful
form of resistance to a creeping conservatism she
believes is eroding the rights of women in her home-
land. Indonesia has long been praised for its inclusive
brand of Islam but this reputation has been tarnished

by a rise in attacks on minorities and the growing
influence of a vocal hardline fringe. The comedian sees
an alarming trend of "more rigid and conservative
practices of religion" which she believes tend to mar-
ginalize women, and is particularly concerned about
issues including early marriage and domestic violence.
For Maruf, humor is the perfect weapon to tackle such
trends. "The message can be very aggressive but it can
be delivered in a very subtle way," she told AFP. "You
speak to people's hearts instead of only their minds."

'Are you for real?' 
Maruf comes from a traditional family in the

provincial Javanese town of Pekalongan, an unlikely
background for a witty, worldy-wise stand-up. She
became interested in comedy at an early age by
watching US sitcoms such as Roseanne and Full
House, a love that she carried with her to university,
where she started performing stand-up in 2009.
Depending on the audience she will either perform in
English-which she studied at university-or the main
Indonesian language of Bahasa.

Sakdiyah Maruf still has a day job working as an
interpreter at conferences, but regularly performs in
comedy clubs and nights in Jakarta, where she lives.
In the early days, the comic would lie to her parents
when she performed at university or headed into
Jakarta for shows, believing they would disapprove,
but as she became successful it was far harder to
conceal the truth. She says she has managed to

reach a kind of uneasy truce with her family. "We
have disagreements sometimes, but they are cool
with it," she explained. 

But the greatest resistance has come from conser-
vatives who don't think Muslim women should be
comedians at all. "One woman came up to me after a
show and said 'are you for real, are you wearing this
hijab for real?'," she recalled. Still, Maruf has not been
put off and her irreverent brand of humor has won her
fans outside Indonesia. 

In 2015 she was awarded the Vaclav Havel
International Prize for Creative Dissent established by
the New York-based Human Rights Foundation and
last year took part in a BBC-run global stand-up jam.
Her humor seems more relevant than ever as con-
cerns escalate about declining religious freedoms in
Indonesia after the jailing this month of Jakarta's
Christian governor for blasphemy, a verdict that
sparked criticism inside the country and abroad. But
Maruf remains confident that Indonesia will remain a
tolerant country not least because a devout Muslim
woman like herself can still get up on stage and crack
jokes. She said: "If you can write 'Indonesian conserva-
tive Muslim female stand-up' in one sentence, why be
so pessimistic?" — AFP

The female Muslim comic 
standing up to extremism


