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Fighting cyber-crime
VIENNA: Kuwait has called for concluding a UN convention for
combating cyber-crime. This was the core of a statement deliv-
ered by Kuwait’s Deputy Permanent Delegate to the UN in
Vienna Abdullah Al-Obaidi at the 26th session of the UN
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ).
He stressed the significance of fighting extremism and intensi-
fying media awareness campaigns promoting moderation. Al-
Obaidi said that Kuwait had ratified the Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocols thereto in
2016. Considering the convention a legal base for international
cooperation has been prompted by realization of the dangers
of the cross-border organized crime and its growing connec-
tion with terrorist activities and acts, and the terrible impact on
countries’ security and stability, Al-Obeidi noted. He said that
terrorism knows no religion or and no identity, calling to recall-
ing the UN General Assembly resolution 177/70 reaffirming
that “terrorism cannot and should not be associated with any
religion, nationality, civilization or ethnic group.” 

Role of civil society
KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and Minister of
State for Economic Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh yesterday stressed
the significance of the role played by the civil society and vol-
unteers in a variety of fields in Kuwait. This role supports the
government efforts that aim to promote the society and the
services offered to the citizens, the minister added while hon-
oring a host of representatives of voluntary teams. She also
underlined the importance of engaging the youth in drawing
up development plans, expressing pride of the Kuwaiti youth
she got to deal with, saying they are the main pillars of the
nation’s future, who will be entrusted with achieving develop-
ment. Al-Sabeeh lauded many of the achievements realized
by the Kuwaiti youth voluntary teams, that were appreciated
by state officials, expressing hope for more in the future.
These voluntary teams have contributed through working
with the government bodies to issuing a host of resolutions
that fulfilled the expectations of a huge category of the peo-
ple in the various fields, she said. 

Tanzania lauds Kuwait 
KUWAIT: Tanzania’s Vice President Samia Suluhu Hassan
has lauded Kuwaiti’s support to development in her coun-
try. During a meeting with the Kuwaiti ambassador to
Tanzania Jasem Al Najem, Hassan highlighted the deep-
rooted bilateral ties, and stressed the leading role of the
Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development (KFAED) in
backing development in the East African state, the Kuwaiti
embassy in the capital Dar es Salaam added in a statement
yesterday. The first project KFAED financed in Tanzania
dates back to 1975, she said, pointing out Kuwait’s elevat-
ed status among the world countries in philanthropic
activities. Hassan noted that the Tanzanian side is seeking
to enhance partnership with the Kuwaiti charity organiza-
tions, including the Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS), for
launching more development projects in the country. She
said that the KRCS has financed a project on woman
health, being supervised by the embassy.

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) yesterday
rejected social media reports that a ship went “out of control
at the Shuwaikh Port berth.” A video circulated on the social
media is on an incident that took place at the Port of Santo
Domingo in the Dominican Republic, the KPC said in a state-
ment. Meanwhile, the statement noted that the Shuwaikh
Port had suspended traffic due to bad weather. The KPC
called for verification, checking accuracy and adhering to
credibility before publishing news related to the corporation
to avoid any negative impact on the country’s trade reputa-
tion. The KPC is a top vital and strategic institution, considered
as Kuwait’s “trade and economic artery”, and it contributes up
to 80 percent of the state’s trade, the statement stressed. 

OPEC begins meeting 
Meanwhile, OPEC’s oil ministers started yesterday - primari-

ly aimed at discussing extension of the November deal on cut-
ting the crude output. Insiders said that expectations are high

that the conferees would agree on extending the accord till
March 2019, beside monitoring output of the American shale
oil. It is necessary that the OPEC and non-OPEC producers
“send a clear message to the market to beef up its stability,”
according to an analyst.  

The meeting comes on the heels of a session by the Joint
OPEC-Non-OPEC Ministerial Monitoring Committee (JMMC),
which called for extending the agreement of cutting oil output
for another nine months. Kuwait’s Minister of Oil and Minister
of Electricity and Water Essam Al-Marzouq said the commis-
sion made progress regarding global oil markets.
Furthermore, the technical committee has stressed that it, sup-
ported by OPEC secretary, will continue to provide its monthly
evaluation to concerned bodies. The JMMC was founded fol-
lowing OPEC’s 171st Ministerial Conference Decision of
November 30, 2016 and the subsequent Declaration of
Cooperation made at the joint OPEC and non-OPEC ministerial
meeting held on December 10, 2016.  — Agencies 

KPC quashes social media reports

KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah met with a
bevy of Chiefs of Mission (COMs) diplo-
mats yesterday, to shore up support for
Kuwait as it seeks a non-permanent seat
in the UN Security Council (UNSC), 2018-
2019. Addressing the foreign envoys,
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled highly appreci-
ated the “friendly and sister countries”
for their support to Kuwait during its
election campaign for non-permanent
membership in the UNSC was over-
whelming. 

The event was attended by Deputy
Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah, and
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled’s assistants. He
expressed hope for more support dur-
ing the election of the UNSC non-per-
manent members, due at the UN
General Assembly on June 2, 2017.
Some 40 years have elapsed since
Kuwait first won a non-permanent seat
in the UNSC (1978-1979), the minister
said, pointing out the country is appre-
ciative of the rabid support it has gotten
since the launch of its campaign in
December 2011. 

On Kuwait’s ties with the internation-
al community, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
said that the country has always strived

to maintain friendly ties with the rest of
the world, ones founded on mutual
respect and an unflinching belief in sov-
ereignty. The Kuwaiti Foreign Minister
also said that it would behoove the
international community to work
together to overcome mounting chal-
lenges and obstacles.  

Speaking on Kuwaiti’s priorities if its
aspirations for a non-permanent seat in
the UNSC come to fruition, he said that
the primary goal is to effectively deal

with conflicts that threaten global peace
and security, stressing that this can only
be done through peaceful means.
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled listed other pri-
orities, including the need to ensure a
harmonious world that is void of malev-
olence, where nations can peacefully
co-exist with one another. He also
underscored the Kuwaiti  Foreign
Ministry’s resolve to work closely with all
international envoys in order to address
the concerns of the UNSC. — KUNA

Envoys rally behind Kuwait’s bid 
for a non-permanent UNSC seat

Envoys, Chiefs of Mission (COMs) and diplomats are pictured during a meeting with First Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. — KUNA 

First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with envoys, Chiefs of Mission
(COMs) and diplomats. — KUNA

Residency
suspension 

KUWAIT: Upon instructions from Ministry of Interior’s
Acting Residency Affairs Director, the Residency Affairs
Department has temporarily suspended the renewal of
residency visas of dependant relatives other than wives
and kids, such as parents, siblings and others holding arti-
cle 22 visas. The instructions also stated that all transac-
tions would be submitted to relevant immigration depart-
ments to be granted temporary three month renewals
until a detailed report about each respective case is made
and submitted to the Residency System Central
Department. These include all needed documents about
both sponsors and dependants in addition to a system
printout with all data. The final reports will then be made
on each case pending final review by MoI’s Assistant
Undersecretary for Citizenship and Passport Affairs before
renewing the residency. 


