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BAGHDAD: Iraq is investigating a report
that members of a Special Forces unit
carried out torture, summary killings
and rapes during the operation to
retake Mosul, the interior ministry said
yesterday. The Islamic State jihadist
group seized Mosul and swathes of oth-
er territory in 2014 in an offensive aided
by widespread anti-government senti-
ment among Sunni Arabs angered by
their political marginalization and by
security forces operating with impunity.

Abuses such as those described in the
report in German magazine Der Spiegel
that sparked the investigation could sow
the seeds of future conflict even as secu-

rity forces near the end of the battle for
Mosul, IS’s most emblematic stronghold.
“The Internal Affairs Directorate is carry-
ing out the investigations and all the
details will be announced upon comple-
tion,” interior ministry spokesman
Brigadier General Saad Maan told AFP.

Maan said in an earlier statement
that the interior minister had ordered an
investigation into the veracity of the Der
Spiegel report. In the report,  Iraqi pho-
tographer Ali Arkady-who has left the
country with his family-said that Rapid
Response Division officers and their
men “torture, rape but also kill people”,
even when they had only “vague suspi-

cious facts” about links to IS. The Rapid
Response Division is one of two Special
Forces units at the forefront of the oper-
ation to recapture Mosul. Arkady gave
examples of people he said were tor-
tured or killed, often including the vic-
tims’ names, and said there was a “kind
of contest” between the police and
Rapid Response forces over rapes and
murders. He wrote that what he had ini-
tially envisioned as a positive story fea-
turing two members of the Rapid
Response force who were friends
became something else after what he
witnessed, and the article was head-
lined “Not Heroes, But Monsters.”

The Rapid Response Division released
a video aimed at refuting Arkady’s
reporting in which alleged victims speak
on camera in the presence of an officer
who the journalist had said was involved
in abuses. Iraqi forces launched the oper-
ation to retake Mosul in October, advanc-
ing to the city and retaking its eastern
side before setting their sights on its
smaller but more densely populated
west. More than seven months into the
operation, IS now controls just a handful
of areas around the Old City, a warren of
narrow streets and closely spaced build-
ings that provides an ideal environment
for the jihadists’ defense. —AFP

GAZA CITY: Hamas said yesterday it put to death three men it
had accused of killing a senior member of the militant Islamic
group that rules Gaza in March. Hamas’ Interior Ministry told
reporters that two men were hanged and one was killed by
firing squad yesterday. The three received death sentences
Sunday after a brief, week-long special military court found
them guilty of killing Mazen Faqha. Local rights groups
slammed the trial, calling it unprecedented given its speed.

The executions took place at a police headquarters and
were attended by hundreds of people, including Hamas offi-
cials and community leaders. The death of Faqha, a shadowy
senior figure in Hamas’ military wing, shocked Hamas, which
has ruled Gaza with an iron fist for the past decade. Faqha, 38,
was killed in the garage of his apartment building on March
24, shortly after he had dropped off his family. Hamas said the
killer used a weapon with a silencer, allowing him to escape
undetected before Faqha’s body was discovered an hour later.

Hamas immediately accused Israel of killing him through
collaborators and launched a manhunt. Israel had sentenced
Faqha to nine terms of life imprisonment for directing deadly
suicide bombing attacks. He was freed along with more than
1,000 other Palestinian prisoners in exchange for a single
Israeli soldier in 2011.

Hamas has put to death 25 people sentenced under its
judicial system since 2007 when it took over Gaza in bloody
street battles from forces loyal to Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas.  Hamas also killed 23 people without trials
during its 2014 war with Israel. Rights groups have questioned
the fairness of trials under the Hamas system. Human Rights
Watch condemned the executions in a statement.

“Rushing to put men to death based on an unreviewable
decision of a special military court days after announcing their
arrests and airing videoed confessions smacks of militia rule,
not the rule of law,” Sarah Leah Whitson, HRW’s Middle East
director, said. “Reliance on confessions, in a system where
coercion, torture and deprivation of detainee’s rights are
prevalent, and other apparent due process violations further
taint the court’s verdicts. Death as government-sanctioned
punishment is inherently cruel and always wrong, no matter
the circumstance.” After Faqha’s killing, Hamas set up check-
points throughout Gaza and barred all residents and foreign
aid workers from leaving the coastal strip and going to Israel.
It has since eased some of the restrictions. — AP 

MANCHESTER: Manchester suicide
bomber Salman Abedi was a British-
born university dropout with Libyan
jihadi links who, according to his sister,
may have sought revenge for the deaths
of Muslim children. Abedi was named by
British authorities the day after he deto-
nated a bomb packed with nuts and
screws at the Manchester Arena, killing
22 people and maiming dozens more at
a concert by US pop star Ariana Grande.
Born in Britain to a devoutly Muslim
Libyan family, Abedi was an “isolated,
quiet, reserved individual” according to
Mohamed Fadil, a spokesman for the
Libyan community in Manchester.

“Even when he came to mosque, he
just kept to himself and quickly left. His
friends are not in the Libyan communi-
ty,” Fadil told AFP, adding that locals
said Abedi had a history of drinking and
smoking cannabis.  Abdullah Muhsin
Norris, 70, told Sky News that Abedi was
ejected from his mosque in Moss Side
two months ago after he had tried to
hide in the mosque library to read reli-
gious books overnight.

“I was very annoyed with him,” Norris
said, adding that worshippers at his
mosque were forbidden to engage in
conversations or preaching about poli-
tics. But the image of the awkward misfit
stands in contrast to the picture which
has emerged of the suicide bomber in
recent days in British media of a man
with links both to Islamist fighters in
Libya and an Islamic State group
recruiter.  The Wall Street Journal cited a
family friend saying that Abedi had trav-
elled to Libya with his father in 2011 to
join the Tripoli Brigade militia as it battled
the regime of Libyan dictator Moamer
Kadhafi.  He returned to Britain in 2014
with his mother, the friend said.  Abedi
was known to British intelligence servic-
es, interior minister Amber Rudd said this
week, without giving further details.

Islamic State link 
French Interior Minister Gerard

Collomb said Abedi had “likely” been to
Syria after Libya, citing information pro-
vided by British intelligence services to
their counterparts in Paris. “In any case,
the links with Daesh are proven,”
Collomb said, using another term for the
Islamic State jihadist group which
claimed responsibility for the Manchester

Arena attack. Links have also emerged
between Abedi and a Manchester terror
cell, according to counter-terrorism sources
cited by Sky News television.  Investigators
found a “significant” link between Abedi
and Raphael Hostey, a young fellow
Mancunian who allegedly recruited IS
members before reportedly being killed in
a drone strike in Syria last year.

Sky News said the two Islamists wor-
shipped at Didsbury Mosque in the leafy
Manchester suburbs, where trustees on
Wednesday decried the “horrific atroci-
ty” at the arena and denied any links to
extremism. Abedi’s father Ramadan had
sometimes performed the call to prayer
at the mosque and his brother Ismael
had been a volunteer.  However,
Mohammed Saeed, a senior figure from
the mosque, told The Guardian newspa-
per that when he once gave a sermon
denouncing terror, Abedi stared him
down. “Salman showed me a face of
hate after that sermon,” Mohammed
Saeed said of the 2015 encounter. “He
was showing me hatred.”

‘He wanted revenge’ 
Libya arrested Abedi’s father

Ramadan and younger brother Hashem,
who was also born in Britain, a relative

and security sources said on Wednesday.
Ahmed bin Salem, a spokesman for the
Deterrence Force, which supports Libya’s
UN-backed unity government, said
Hashem Abedi was aware of his broth-
er’s attack plan and both were members
of IS.  The relative said Salman had trav-
elled to Manchester from Libya four days
before the bombing.

“His father wanted his son to stay in
Libya but Salman insisted on going to
Manchester.” While the precise details of
when and how Salman Abedi decided to
turn to violent extremist remain
unknown, his sister said he was loving
but driven by a desire for revenge. “I
think he saw children-Muslim children-
dying everywhere, and wanted revenge.
He saw the explosives America drops on
children in Syria, and he wanted
revenge,” said Jomana Abedi, quoted by
The Wall Street Journal.  Such anger was
reportedly heightened when one of his
friends, 18-year-old Abdul Wahab Hafidah,
was murdered in the Moss Side area of
Manchester a year ago. “I remember
Salman at his funeral vowing revenge,” the
family friend told the Journal. Before carry-
ing out the deadly attack at Manchester
Arena, Abedi had joined Manchester’s
huge student population. — AFP

Iraq probes report of rights abuses in Mosul operation

Salman Abedi: Young, angry  
man thirsting for revenge

‘Isolated, quiet, reserved individual’ 

A photo released on the Facebook page of Libya’s Ministry of Interior’s Special
Deterrence Force on May 24, 2017 claims to shows Hashem Abedi, the brother
of the man suspected of carrying out the bombing in the British city of
Manchester, after he was detained in Tripoli for alleged links to the Islamic
State (IS) group.  — AFP 

Hamas rulers 
put 3 to death 

DAMASCUS: A Syrian vendor stands at the entrance of this
shop in the old city of Damascus on May 25, 2017, ahead of the
start of the Muslim holy fasting month of Ramadan. — AFP


