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LONDON: US leaks about the British
investigation into the Manchester
bomber have strained the two coun-
tries’ “special relationship” and thrown
into doubt the sharing of information
among the “Five Eyes” intelligence
alliance. Greater Manchester Police are
trying to establish who made the
bomb detonated by 22-year old
Islamist terrorist Salman Abedi on
Monday, killing 22, but they have
reportedly stopped sharing intelli-
gence information with US law
enforcement agencies after key details
were leaked to newspapers.

British Prime Minister Theresa May
vowed to confront US President
Donald Trump when the pair meet at
the NATO meeting in Brussels, with
the American leader already strug-
gling domestically to stem a tide of
damaging leaks from law enforce-
ment agencies. May said she would
“make clear to President Trump that
intelligence which is shared between
our law enforcement agencies must
remain secure”, after key details of
the investigation were published in
US media, including the New York
Times.

Her Downing Street office insisted
that any decision to stop sharing
intelligence on the case was “an
operational matter for police,” and it
was reported that general intelli-
gence sharing was still ongoing.  A
Foreign Office source told the
domestic Press Agency that the gov-

ernment was “furious” with the leaks.
May was the first foreign leader to
visit Trump’s White House, underlin-
ing the importance of the so-called
“special relationship” between the
two countries.

The two countries are also mem-
bers of the “Five Eyes” intelligence
alliance, along with Australia, New
Zealand and Canada, highlighting
the seriousness of the row. Experts
warned the leaks could hinder col-
laboration. “It damages decades of
confidence between the UK and US
services, the cohesion of the “Five
Eyes” group, and sharing of informa-
tion with French, German and other
security services,” said former
reviewer of terrorism legislation Alex
Carlile. “These leaks made yesterday
a very bad day for national security in
several countries, and those respon-
sible should be called to account.”

Leaks cause of ‘much distress’ 
Former British intelligence officer

Ben Owen told the BBC that the US
could respond by withholding infor-
mation from British officials, and
urged a solution. “It is critical that
this is fixed, we need to go back to
the drawing board, it’s happening far
too often.” British interior minister
Amber Rudd on Wednesday said it
was “irritating” that US media outlets
named the bomber despite a British
authorities request not to, adding
she had “been very clear with our

friends that it should not happen
again.” But just hours later, the New
York Times published forensic pho-
tographs showing components of
the bomber’s device strewn across
the foyer of the Manchester Arena,
enraging British politicians, intelli-
gence agencies and police.
European allies were also accused of
releasing secret information after
French Interior Minister Gerard
Collomb revealed, before British
authorities, that the suspect was of
Libyan descent, had recently likely
travelled to Syria and that he had
proven links with Islamic State.

Ian Blair, former Metropolitan
police commissioner, said that for-
eign leaks of intelligence were not a
new phenomenon. “I’m afraid this
reminds me exactly of what hap-
pened after 7/7 when the US pub-
lished a complete picture of the way
the bombs had been made up. We
had the same protests,” he told BBC
Radio 4. Greater Manchester Police
chief constable Ian Hopkins stated
that the leaks had had an immediate
human impact, as-well as damaging
intelligence links. “Last night, the
family liaison officers shared with
them the fact that intelligence had
been leaked and published in the
New York Times,” he said. “It is
absolutely understandable that this
has caused much distress for families
that are already suffering terribly
with their loss.” —AFP

US leaks over Manchester 
test ‘special relationship’

Stemming a tide of damaging leaks

MANCHESTER: People look at tributes in a square in central Manchester ahead of a minute’s silence for the victims of
the suicide attack at an Ariana Grande concert that left more than 20 people dead and many more injured, as it ended
on Monday night at the Manchester Arena. —AP

German police:
Concert bomber
passed airport

BERLIN: The suspected bomber in the concert attack in
Britain passed through a German airport before the attack,
police said yesterday. Salman Abedi spent only a short time at
Duesseldorf airport’s transit area four days before the bomb-
ing at Manchester Arena, Duesseldorf police said, confirming
an earlier report in German magazine Focus.

“According to the current state of the investigations, the
suspect transferred in Duesseldorf on his travels to
Manchester. Therefore he spent a short time in the transit
area,” police said in a statement. Police didn’t provide any fur-
ther information or say where Abedi was coming from when
he landed in Duesseldorf. Focus magazine, citing unnamed
federal security sources, had earlier reported that British-born
Abedi twice flew from a German airport in recent years and
that he wasn’t on any international watch list.

A German security official told The Associated Press yes-
terday the report was accurate. The official spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because the information hadn’t been
cleared for public release. Focus reported that Abedi previ-
ously flew from Frankfurt to Britain in 2015. The magazine
also wrote that German authorities are trying to determine
whether Abedi had contact with Islamic extremists in
Germany. The report said that British police informed their
German counterparts that Abedi had received paramilitary
training in Syria beforehand.

Migration to 
Britain falls 

LONDON: Net migration to Britain fell to its lowest level in
more than two-and-a-half-years in 2016, official data
showed yesterday, driven in part by an increase in the
number of European Union citizens leaving the country.
The Office for National Statistics (ONS) said net migration
to Britain in the year to December 2016 was 248,000,
down 84,000 on the previous year and the lowest estimat-
ed level since the year to March 2014.

Concerns about immigration played a big role in Britain’s
vote in last June’s referendum to leave the EU. The govern-
ment has repeatedly failed to meet a pledge to reduce the
net annual level to below 100,000. Prime Minister Theresa
May’s ruling Conservatives, who are expected to win a June
8 national election, have repeated that promise, and have
also said Britain must be able to control the number of peo-
ple who come from the EU after Brexit.

The ONS said last year’s drop in net migration was driven
by both a statistically significant rise in the number of peo-
ple leaving Britain, mainly EU citizens, and a non-statistically
significant fall in the number of people arriving in Britain.
Net migration of EU citizens fell 51,000 year-on-year to
133,000, it said, driven by a decrease in the number of citi-
zens from the so-called EU8 countries-the Czech Republic,
Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia and
Slovenia. The ONS said net migration for those eight coun-
tries fell by 41,000 to 5,000, the smallest estimate recorded
since they joined the EU in 2004. —Reuters

Melania factor boosts 
tourism in Slovenia 

LJUBLJANA: The number of tourists in Slovenia rose by 8 per-
cent year-on-year in March, boosted by the fact that new US
First Lady Melania Trump was born in the country.  Overnight
stays in Slovenia by tourists from the United States jumped 30.6
percent while the number of domestic tourists rose by 22.5 per-
cent, the statistics office said yesterday. Analysts said domestic
tourist figures reflected improved economic conditions in
Slovenia, a country which narrowly avoided an international
bailout for its banks in 2013 but expects economic growth of 3.6
percent this year versus 2.5 percent in 2016. The unemployment
rate fell to 10.2 percent in March, down from 12 percent in the
same month last year.  The statistics office also said business
sentiment in May reached 9.5 points, lower than in April but 5.7
points higher than a year ago, mainly due to improved confi-
dence among consumers and in the service sector. —Reuters


