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BEIJING: China yesterday urged Japan to act cautiously
after government and defense industry sources in Tokyo
said US and Japanese companies are collaborating on new
missile defense radars. As nuclear-armed Pyongyang
builds ever more advanced missiles with the ability to
strike anywhere in Japan, Tokyo is likely to fund a ground
version of the ship-based Aegis defense system deployed
on warships in the Sea of Japan, sources told Reuters.

Speaking at a regular monthly news briefing, Chinese
Defence Ministry spokesman Ren Guoqiang said the issue
of anti-missile defenses was a matter of strategic stability
and trust between countries and should be cautiously han-
dled. “Especially because of historical reasons, relevant
moves by Japan in the military and security field have
always attracted close attention from its Asian neighbors
and the international community,” Ren said. “Japan should
act cautiously on the anti-missile issue,” he added, without
elaborating.

Ties between China and Japan, the world’s second- and
third-largest economies, have been plagued with a territo-
rial dispute over a group of tiny East China Sea islets and
the legacy of Japan’s wartime aggression. China has also
strongly objected to the United States’ deployment of the
THAAD (Terminal High Altitude Area Defense) anti-missile
system in South Korea, saying its powerful radar could look
into China and affect Chinese security. Washington and
Seoul say THAAD is purely to help defend against North
Korean missiles. — Reuters 

KATHMANDU: Nepal said yesterday
that four bodies found in tents at the
highest camp on Mount Everest were
not of mountaineers from this year’s
climbing season. Nepali sherpas said
they had seen the bodies in two tents
on the South Col, at 8,000 meters and a
newspaper quoted the sherpas as say-
ing that two were foreigners. But two
days after the discovery,  Nepal’s
tourism department said it  had
checked with all the expeditions on the
world’s highest mountain and none
had reported any of their climbers
missing. “I can categorically confirm

that these bodies are not of the
climbers from the current session,”
Durga Dutta Dhakal, a director at the
tourism department in charge of
climbing, said.

The conflicting information has
renewed calls for better tracking of
people on the mountain as well as
screening of climbers and their guides
to ensure that only people with experi-
ence attempt the 8,850 meter summit.
Dhakal said so far five climbers had
died while attempting Everest from the
Nepali side during the current season,
in addition to one climbing the Chinese

route. “No one (else) has gone missing.
But I am not in a position to confirm the
identity of these climbers, which team
the belonged to and which year they
died,” he said. More than 5,000 climbers
have scaled Mount Everest since it was
first climbed by New Zealander
Edmund Hillary and SherpaTenzing
Norgay in 1953. Nearly 300 moun-
taineers have died. Many of the victims
remain on the mountain, entombed in
snow, as it is too difficult to bring their
bodies down. 

Mingma Sherpa, the head of the
Seven Summit Treks group whose sher-

pas found the four bodies while they
were on their way to retrieve the body
of a Slovak climber, said he had only
reported what his men found. “I dis-
closed what our rescuers saw at Camp
Four on Wednesday. I have no details
about their nationalities, or circum-
stances leading to their deaths. It now
appears that the bodies could be of
those climbers who died during old
expeditions.” Nepal has issued permits
to 371 foreign climbers this season, up
from last year’s 281, at $11,000 apiece,
a major source of income for the cash-
strapped country.— Reuters

Bodies of Everest climbers not from 2017

KOLKATA: Indian police arrested around 150 people protest-
ing against a breakdown in law and order in the eastern city of
Kolkata yesterday, after street battles broke out during a
march to police headquarters and police cars were set ablaze.
Regional and national leaders from Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) staged the march to
protest against a perceived deterioration in security in the
state of West Bengal, which is ruled by a rival left-wing party. 

West Bengal, with a population of nearly 100 million, has a
long history of political violence. Modi’s BJP is seeking to
make political gains in the state, where the Trinamool
Congress of Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee won re-election
in 2016. Clashes broke out after thousands of protesters,
marching along three routes, found their way barricaded by
police. Police staged baton charges, fired tear gas and
deployed water cannon in an attempt to disperse crowds.
Crude bombs were thrown by protesters from the BJP, said
Vineet Goyal, Joint Commissioner of Kolkata Police. 

These setoff smoke but did not cause damage or injuries,
according to witnesses, while protesters overturned and set
ablaze police vehicles. Senior police officials said about 150 BJP
workers and leaders had been taken into custody, among them
Kailash Vijayvargiya, a general secretary of the BJP who heads
the party organization in West Bengal. Several officers were
injured. In a series of tweets, Vijayvargiya accused the police of
carrying out “brutal” baton charges on protesters.—Reuters

NEW DELHI: An Indian woman who said
she was forced to marry a Pakistani at
gunpoint returned to India yesterday
after a court ordered her release. Uzma
Ahmad was reunited with her family at
the Wagah border crossing near
Amritsar in northern Punjab state before
heading to New Delhi where she called
on Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj. The
case became a national rallying cry
against arch-rival Pakistan with Swaraj
calling Ahmad “India’s daughter” and
leaving no stone unturned for her
release. “I want to thank the foreign
ministry and the home ministry of
Pakistan. If Uzma is with us today, they
have a role too,” Swaraj told reporters in
Delhi in a rare display of amity between
the foes.

Ahmad, who is in her early 20s, met
Pakistani Tahir Ali in Malaysia, according

to Indian media. she told the Islamabad
high court that Ali forced her to marry
him at gunpoint on May 3 when she was
visiting Pakistan. Ahmad has made
headlines in India since making her plea
to the court on May 12 to be allowed to
return. Her allegations emerged as ten-
sions mounted between India and
Pakistan over the disputed Kashmir
region and the case of an Indian nation-
al, Kulbhushan Jadhav, who was sen-
tenced to death in Pakistan on spying
charges.

“I have been really lucky” 
Ahmad had been staying at the

Indian mission in Islamabad since mak-
ing the accusation. The Islamabad court
ordered Ali to return the woman’s immi-
gration documents so she could leave.
Ahmad fought back tears as she recalled

Swaraj ringing to assure her everything
was being done to bring her home. “For
the first time I felt as if my life too has a
value,” Ahmad said after touching
Swaraj’s feet, a traditional gesture of
respect in India. “I have been really lucky
as there are many girls over there who
are abused and harassed but they are
not able to get out.” 

In 2015, a deaf and mute Indian girl
returned to India after more than 10
years trapped in Pakistan. Relations
between India and Pakistan have plum-
meted since a deadly attack on an
Indian army base in the disputed region
of Kashmir in September, which New
Delhi blamed on Pakistan-based Islamist
group Jaish-e-Mohammed. There have
since been repeated outbreaks of cross-
border firing, with both sides reporting
deaths and injuries.—AFP
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NEW DELHI: Uzma touches the feet of Indian Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj as a mark of respect and gratitude upon
her return to India. — AP 
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