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(From left) Danish producer Marianne Slot, Russian director Sergei Loznitsa, actress Vasilina
Makovtseva, Moldovan actor Valeriu Andriuta and French producer Carine Leblanc pose as
they arrive on May 25, 2017 for the screening of the film ‘Krotkaya’ (A Gentle Creature) at the
70th edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, southern France. — AFP

(From left) US actress Elle Fanning, US actress Kirsten Dunst, Irish actor Colin Farrell,
Australian actress Nicole Kidman, US director Sofia Coppola, Australian actress Angourie Rice
and US actress Addison Riecke pose as they arrive for the screening of the film ‘The Beguiled’
at the 70th edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, southern France. — AFP

Ukrainian filmmaker Sergei  Loznitsa yes-
terday condemned Russian raids on a top
Moscow theatre and its outspoken direc-

tor, as he unveiled his new feature at the Cannes
film festival. "It really drives me mad," he told
reporters after the premiere of his wrenching
drama "A Gentle Creature" about a woman up
against the cruelty and capriciousness of the
Russian authorities. "I definitely hate arbitrari-
ness and that is exactly what happened in
Moscow at Kirill Serebrennikov's Gogol theatre." 

Investigators searched the state-funded
Gogol Centre theatre and Serebrennikov's flat in
a show of force Tuesday, bringing rehearsals to
a halt. Actors' phones were also confiscated as
part of a fraud probe. Serebrennikov was taken
in for questioning by investigators after the
search of his flat which lasted several hours. He
is a witness in the case of stolen money allocat-
ed by the government for the arts. The move
drew strong criticism from prominent Russian
arts figures including Bolshoi general director
Vladimir Urin, who said he had written to
President Vladimir Putin protesting over the
handling of the investigation.

Serebrennikov is a theatre and film director
who was appointed in 2012 to head an ailing
and unpopular Soviet-era theatre, remaking it
into a contemporary venue with his own radical
stagings as well as hosting film and dance festi-
vals. "A Gentle Creature", one of 19 films in com-
petition for the Palme d'Or top prize at Cannes
on Sunday, tells the story of a woman who goes
on an nightmarish odyssey trying to learn the
fate of her jailed spouse.

Inspired by a Dostoyevsky short story, she
travels to a Siberian prison town to find her hus-
band and hit a wall of indifference and sadism.
Underworld types try to exploit her desperation,
and an exhausted human rights activist warns
her not to pursue her search too publicly.
Loznitsa said that while the film offered an
unflinching portrayal of Russian society, its
themes were more universal. "You shouldn't lim-
it this story to a specific country," he said.  "It's
the machine of the state I'm targeting. In most
countries, there is a state and then the state
machine." — AFP

"Twilight" star Robert Pattinson
earned the best reviews of his
career at Cannes yesterday playing

a New York bank robber-and revealed he had
to outsmart the paparazzi in order to play the
part. Pattinson, 31, shed his heartthrob looks
for the role in "Good Time" by American
brothers Josh and Benny Safdie, sporting a
shaggy bleach-blond mane and a torso full of
tattoos to portray a man on the run. As one
of the world's most sought-after celebrities,
Pattinson told reporters the hardest part of
shooting the film was dodging the photogra-
phers who routinely hound him.

"I always wanted to look like I've been
street cast," he said about creating his look
for the movie, whose cast has many amateur
actors including a former convict. "Because
we were shooting guerrilla-style, I was so
nervous about people finding out about the
shoot and paparazzi being there." He said a
makeup artist helped render him anony-
mous. "You've got these pockmarks on the
skin and no one recognized" him, he said. 

"We shot the movie on the streets of New
York, and no one (even) took a cell-phone
picture." Pattinson said he had long wanted
to work with the Safdie brothers, who made
a splash in 2009 with their debut film "Daddy
Longlegs". "I've never experienced such a
level of intensity on set, they don't only
thrive on chaos, they create it," Pattinson
said.

Revving at a red light 
"Good Time" wowed Cannes critics, who

compared it to classic 1970s New York City
movies by the likes of Martin Scorsese and
Sidney Lumet, and the 2011 Ryan Gosling hit
"Drive".   They said Pattinson's part was a
game changer. The Hollywood Reporter
described the movie as a "riveting race-
against-time thriller with a pounding heart"
and said Pattinson had delivered "a perform-
ance of can't-look-away intensity without an
ounce of movie-star vanity". Variety called it
"a career-peak performance" while the Daily
Telegraph's Tim Robey tweeted that
Pattinson was "absolutely terrific" in the

movie and could "easily win Best Actor here".
Hollywood comedian Adam Sandler also

used Cannes' red carpet for a career relaunch
this year, attracting glowing reviews for his
soulful, restrained turn in Noah Baumbach's
family drama "The Meyerowitz Stories".
Benny Safdie, who also plays the role of the
mentally disabled brother of Pattinson's
character who accompanies him on an ill-fat-
ed heist, said Pattinson had thrown himself
into the role. "He went full on... everything
we did he was game for," he said. "He has
huge passion and drive. He went five extra
miles." Pattinson said he had tapped into his
manic side for the part. "No one really sees
that," he said. "That's a private thing. I'm
someone who just stops at a red light and I'm
just revving." "Good Time" is among 19 con-
tenders for the Palme d'Or top prize, to be
awarded Sunday. — AFP
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(From left) US director Josh Safdie, British actor Robert Pattinson and US director Benny
Safdie, US actor Buddy Duress, US actress Taliah Webster, US screenwriter Ronnie
Bronstein, US producer Oscar Boyson and US actor Aebastian Bear pose yesterday dur-
ing a press conference for the film ‘Good Time’ at the 70th edition of the Cannes Film
Festival in Cannes, southern France. — AFP photos

British actor Robert Pattinson poses dur-
ing a photocall for the film ‘Good Time’.


