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Spiritual city
Xi’an is home to China’s notable

collection of Tang dynasty pagodas:
the Big Goose Pagoda and the Little
Goose Pagoda, which differ from lat-
er (and more common) Chinese
pagodas in their great age and
squarish, brickwork lines. For a view

of all the vibrant color of Tibetan
Buddhism, pay a visit to Guangren
Temple in the northwest corner of
the city, within the town walls - this
is Shaanxi province’s sole Tibetan
Buddhist temple. Visit off-season and
find in Xi’an’s splendid Chinese-style
Great Mosque a haven of tranquility.

New discoveries
Like many of China’s big cities,

Xi’an is undergoing the beginnings
of a renaissance, with cafes, hotels
and trendy establishments starting
to crop up. The city is home to some
of the best hostels in China, which
push the boat out in service,
whether you’re staying in a double
room or a dorm. Hantang House is
an excellent choice, with motivated
staff and all manner of activities for
international visitors to join in, as
well as a great bar, Jamaica Blue,
which is one of several venues
championing Xi’an’s burgeoning
live music scene.

Also a sign of the times, in 2014
Xi’an got its first craft brewery. Xi’an
Brewery (xianbrewery.com) is the
brainchild of an American expat

who wanted to bring US-style beer
to the city. Their core suite of beers
(ranging from a German-style
kolsch to a milk stout) can be sam-
pled at the Near Wall Bar (40 West
Section of Shuncheng South Rd), a
converted brick space just inside
the city’s old wall.

On the up: connected 
and visa-free

Xi’an has benefited from a batch
of new flight connections, including
the first direct flight from London
on Tianjin Airlines. The city is well
served by high-speed trains that
whisk you to town in a jiffy. Bullet
trains now connect Xi’an with many
places further afield in China,
including Beijing in a little over five
hours, while the tail end of 2017 will

see the launch of a HSR connection
to Chengdu, making journeys south
to Sichuan quick and effortless, and
chopping travel time from 13 hours
to around three.

Xi’an’s metro continues to simplify
getting around: line 3 opened at the
end of 2016 (and giving Big Goose
Pagoda its own station) and line 4 is
due to be up and running by 2018.
Plans are also in place for a line that
will reach all the way to the
Terracotta Warrior Army. The 72-hour
visa-free scheme means you can plan
a stopover in Xi’an en route to some-
where else and spend three days
exploring town. Travelers need proof
of a flight onward from China to a
third destination in order to slot Xi’an
into a travel itinerary to avail of the
scheme. — (www.lonelyplanet.com)
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