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LONDON: France great Thierry Dusautoir will captain
a Barbarians side against England when he makes
what is set to be the penultimate appearance of an
outstanding career.  Sunday’s non-cap match at
Twickenham, England’s last before their two-Test tour
of Argentina next month, will see the invitational
Barbarians in action before they travel to Belfast for a
match against Ulster on June 1.  Toulouse backrow
forward Dusautoir won 80 caps for France and
appeared in three World Cup campaigns in 2007,
2011 and 2015.  The 35-year-old is on the verge of
retiring from rugby union and so ending a career that
saw him captain France in their narrow 8-7 loss to
hosts New Zealand in the 2011 World Cup final.

Following that agonising loss in Auckland,
Dusautoir was named World Rugby Player of the Year.

“I think Thierry Dusautoir’s one of the great leaders

in the game,” said Barbarians coach Vern Cotter, who
announced his team on Thursday.  “You only have to
look back at the 2011 World Cup in New Zealand and
the game he had there.”

England’s Alex Goode and Steffon Armitage will
both be up against their native country.

Back-row forward Armitage effectively ended his
Test career by opting to play club rugby in France,
with England refusing to select overseas-based play-
ers.  But Goode, one of the mainstays of London club
Saracens’ back-to-back European Champions Cup
winning side, still harbours hope of an England recall,
having been overlooked by Eddie Jones since the
Australian took charge after the team’s first-round exit
on home soil at the 2015 World Cup.

Barbarians team to play England at Twickenham
on Sunday (1400 GMT kick-off): 

Barbarians (15-1)
Alex Goode (Saracens/ENG); Timoci Nagusa

(Montpellier/FIJ), Yann David (Toulouse/FRA), Frans
Steyn (Montpellier/RSA), Adam Ashley-Cooper
(Bordeaux-Begles/AUS); Ian Madigan (Bordeaux-
Begles/IRL), Kahn Fotuali’i (Bath/SAM); Facundo Isa
(Lyon/ARG),Steffon Armitage (Pau/ENG), Thierry
Dusautoir (Toulouse/FRA, capt);Jeremy Thrush
(Gloucester/NZL),  Patricio Albacete
(Toulouse/ARG); Census Johnston (Toulouse/SAM),
Richard Hibbard (Gloucester/WAL),  Mikheil
Nariashvili (Montpellier/GEO Replacements): Schalk
Brits (Saracens/RSA), Ben Franks (London Irish/NZL),
WP Nel (Edinburgh/SCO),  Joe Tekori
(Toulouse/SAM), Gillian Galan (Toulouse), Ruan
Pienaar (Ulster/RSA), Robbie Fruean (Bath), Horacio
Agulla (Castres/ARG). —AFP

France’s Dusautoir leads Barbarians against England

Upwardly-mobile
Exeter seek to 
take final step 

LONDON:  Exeter can cap their remarkable rise through the rug-
by ranks by securing their maiden English Premiership title
tomorrow but they will need to be at their defensive best to
counter the threat of a Wasps team hoping to roll back the years.

When Wasps were winning European and domestic titles
almost at will a decade ago with the likes of Lawrence
Dallaglio, Josh Lewsey and Rob Howley in their ranks, Exeter
were in the second tier and still playing at their cramped old
County Ground.

After moving to their new Sandy Park home they eventu-
ally gained promotion to the Premiership in 2010 and, under
the expert guidance of coach Rob Baxter, have been on an
upward trajectory ever since.

They reached the Premiership final last year, having beat-
en Wasps in the semis, and though they lost to Saracens
they gained revenge this season by beating the newly-
crowned European Champions with a thrilling stoppage-
time try in the semi-final.

That stretched their unbeaten Premiership run to 16
games - one short of Leicester’s record set from 1999-2000 -
and now they are approaching the final with something of a
changed mindset.

“We’re in a much different place,” said flyhalf Gareth
Steenson, who has been with the club since 2008. “Maybe
last year we were just happy to be in that final. It was our
first experience of a day like that. A lot of people say you
have to go through finals and lose them to put yourself in
good positions. We’ve talked a lot about building and being
champions this year.”

England hot winger Jack Nowell is the eye-catching cut-
ting edge of Exeter’s attack but their success is built on solid-
ity and solidarity and they are a classic example of a team
possibly being stronger than the sum of its parts and are
playing with real belief.

As are Wasps, who also needed a last-gasp try to break down
an obdurate Leicester in their semi-final. Wasps lost their way for
a while after their success under Warrant Gatland but, rejuvenat-
ed after their relocation from London to Coventry, they have
developed a team playing eye-catching rugby which was good
enough for them to top the standings in the regular season.

There are question-marks over their defence but none over
their attack, a point underlined by all the player-of-the-year
awards raining down on flyhalf/centre Jimmy Gopperth and all
the tries - a record-equalling 17 so far this season - being scored
by winger Christian Wade.

They are potentially without injured back Kurtley Beale but
with replacement Josh Bassett the man who scored the 78th-
minute semi-final-winning try, they still look potent.

“The plan is not to kick unless it’s necessary,” said coach Dai
Young. “That’s in our DNA anyway since our first option is always
to look to run.

“We’ve scored more tries than anyone else in the league so
there’s no reason we can’t keep scoring them against Exeter.”
Now Wasps are in the final they will take some stopping, having
won all 10 they have contested in all competitions since 1998 -
including four Premierships - though the last of those came in
2008. —Reuters

WELLINGTON: The remaining rounds of
Super Rugby’s regular season are likely to
draw attention to an under-performing
Australian conference in which the ACT
Brumbies and New South Wales Waratahs are
locked in a tight race for one playoff spot. The
Brumbies and Waratahs hold the first two
places in the Aussie conference with match-
ing four-win, seven-loss records, although the
Brumbies hold a four-point lead after taking
six bonus points from their 11 matches.
Under Super Rugby’s contentious playoff for-
mat, the team that tops the Australian confer-
ence will be awarded home advantage in the
first round of playoffs on July 21 or 22, even
though their record might be inferior to other
qualifying teams.

The Australian contenders face tough
matches in the 14th round this weekend: the
Brumbies will play Argentina’s Jaguares in
Buenos Aires and the Waratahs travel to
Dunedin to play a Highlanders team on a
club-record eight-match winning streak.

Overall, the Brumbies might have the easi-
er finish to the regular season with matches
against the Jaguares, Melbourne Rebels,
Queensland Reds and Hamilton-based Chiefs.
The Waratahs will play the Highlanders,
Chiefs, Jaguares and Western Force and will
need to win most of those games to qualify.
“I’ve read a little bit this week that (the
Brumbies) have the perceivably easier run
home, but that means nothing to us,”
Waratahs center David Horwitz said. “I believe
if we get four wins on the way home we will
be in the finals so that’s all in our control.”

The Waratahs’ path to the playoffs seems
likely to be blocked by their two matches
against New Zealand sides as no Australian
team has beaten a New Zealand opponent in
18 matches in 2017.  Wallabies fullback Israel
Folau says the Waratahs believe they can
change that record. “You’ve got to be confi-
dent in going over there (to New Zealand),”
Folau said. “That’s all we’re thinking about. It’s
not rocket science. The challenge is, because

we play New Zealand teams, to not go into
our shells.”

The Brumbies received a major boost in
their bid to reach the playoffs when they beat
the Southern Kings 19-10 in Bloemfontein last
weekend to become the first Australian team
to win in South Africa this season. Rookie
winger Andrew Muirhead said Saturday’s win
had given the Brumbies’ campaign new
impetus.

TURMOIL
“Most of our losses have been pretty close

losses so it’s good to be able to get one of those
close games away,” Muirhead said. “Obviously
getting another win this week will put us in the
right direction. The buoyant attitude of the
Brumbies and Waratahs players appears at odds
with the ongoing turmoil in Australian rugby
and the fact that on a combined championship
table, the Brumbies’ 23 points would only be
good enough for 10th place and the Waratahs’
19 points would place them 12th. —AP

File photo shows New South Wales Waratahs in action against Stormers.
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