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NEW DELHI:  India’s cricket board yesterday invited
applications for a new head coach, as Anil Kumble’s
contract draws rapidly to a close.

The former Test captain was appointed coach in
June 2016 for a year but will automatically be consid-
ered for a renewed term. The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) has given other interested par-
ties until May 31 to put in their resumes.

“The process has been initiated since the term of
the current coach, Mr.  Anil Kumble concludes with
the Champions Trophy,” the board stated in a release. 

“To ensure a fair and completely transparent
process, a nominee of the Committee of
Administrators (CoA) will oversee the entire process

along with the Cricket Advisory Committee,” it
added. All applicants will be interviewed by a cricket
advisory committee comprising Sachin Tendulkar,
Sourav Ganguly and VVS Laxman. The advertised
opening comes as India prepares to defend their
Champions Trophy title in England. India will kick off
their campaign in the eight-team event next week
with an opening round match against Pakistan.

The BCCI had always stated Kumble’s perform-
ance would be reviewed after his one-year term, but
the timing on the eve of a major event has raised
eyebrows.

Local media has reported that Kumble dis-
pleased some within the world’s most powerful

cricket board when he demanded pay hikes for him-
self and skipper Virat Kohli, and extra retainer fees
for Grade A players.  “Kumble spoke to the
Committee of Administrators (CoA), while Kohli
joined on Skype, asking for 150 per cent hike in the
retainership of the Grade A players,” reported Indian
news website NDTV.

The gutsy cricketer, who captained the Test side
for just over a year after replacing Rahul Dravid in
2007, has had a largely successful run on the interna-
tional coaching circuit. India has won all their five
Test series under Kumble, even beating top sides like
England and Australia in a hugely successful home
season. —AFP

BCCI seeks new coach as Kumble term runs out

LEEDS:  England captain Eoin Morgan moved to allay concerns
over the fitness of Ben Stokes as the hosts launched their one-
day international series against South Africa with a convincing
72-run win at Headingley on Wednesday.  The only cloud on the
horizon as England went 1-0 up in a three-match contest ahead
of next week’s Champions Trophy tournament on home soil was
the sight of Stokes leaving the field during the second innings
after suffering pain in his left knee.

Stokes, in his first England match since his most valuable
player-winning stint in the lucrative Indian Premier League com-
petition, came back on later Wednesday but did not add to his
tally of two overs.  Morgan, whose 107 laid the platform for
England’s win over the Proteas, the world’s top-ranked ODI side,
said Stokes had been given the all clear to bowl by medical staff
but that he saw no point in recalling him to the attack with the
home team on the brink of a commanding win under the
Headingley floodlights.  Stokes had surgery on the same knee
last year but Morgan insisted all was well with his star all-
rounder. 

“When he came back on the field he was fit to bowl, but we
managed to take a wicket when he came back on and I felt bowl-
ing him again, even though he was fit, wasn’t worth the risk...
give him an extra day or two with ice,” said Morgan.

“It doesn’t even have swelling, no significant signs of an
injury, but we’ll assess that in the next couple of days. 

“He did the right thing, went off to get checked, because
knees can leave you out for up to six months or a year if some-
thing significant does happen.  “He came back on with the green
light to bowl and was running around, but he understands. He’s
an experienced campaigner.” Morgan’s innings and an unbeaten

77 from Moeen Ali, with the two left-handers sharing a century
stand, helped England pile up 339 for six against South Africa.

‘BEST WAY TO START’ 
They then dismissed the Proteas for 267 with five overs to

spare, Ali winning the man-of-the-match award after taking two
wickets with his off-spin.  A delighted Morgan added: “It was the
best way we could have started, a very good day at the office and
a pretty complete performance.  “It’s very satisfying putting in a
performance like that, especially against a really, really strong
team and given the start they got and the calibre of batting all
the way down the order,” the former Ireland batsman added.

Wednesday’s match took place just two days after a suicide
terror attack in nearby Manchester that killed 22 people and
injured dozens more.  “A lot of guys were upset by what hap-
pened and we dedicate this game to them (the victims),” Ali
told the BBC.

Reflecting on his own performance, the often overly modest
Ali added: “I backed my game today more than I have done in the
past sometimes.” Meanwhile South Africa captain AB de Villiers
said his side had been unable to contain an England team who
plundered 102 runs from their last 10 overs after he had sent
them into bat.

“England played phenomenally well with the bat, credit to
Morgs for the hundred,” said de Villiers. 

“They dominated the bowling and manipulated us, probably
20-30 above par and we didn’t bat well enough. But congrats to
them.  “We couldn’t get a partnership going and at the end of the
day we were outplayed.” The series continues at Southampton
tomorrow. —AFP
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Australian captain
plays down talk 
of Ashes strike

MELBOURNE: Australia captain Steve Smith has
played down a tense stand-off in pay negotiations
between the players’ union and the national crick-
et board, saying his team is highly motivated to
cut a deal and play the Ashes against England.

The Australian Cricketers’ Association (ACA) has
rejected an offer by Cricket Australia (CA) which
waters down a revenue-share arrangement that
the players have enjoyed for 20 years.

CA has dug in its heels, saying players would
not be offered alternative contracts if they failed
to agree to terms on a new collective bargaining
agreement, with the old one set to expire on
June 30.

Smith said players were supportive of the ACA,
who were “working really hard with CA to get a
deal right”, but he backed away from opening
batsman David Warner’s remark that Australia
might not have a team for the Ashes starting in
November.

“I saw the comments... Of course we want to
play in the Ashes, and of course we want every-
thing to go well  there,”  Smith told media in
London ahead of the Champions Trophy.

“It’s just about making sure the guys finalise a
deal and get the MOU (memorandum of under-
standing) sorted and everything will be fine.

“There’s certainly nothing from us where we
don’t want to play, we certainly want to be play-
ing in the Ashes so, hopefully, they’ll get things
resolved soon and everything will be back to
normal.”

The ACA on Wednesday said it had set up a
company to manage and market player image
rights and intellectual property if the pay negotia-
tions failed to produce a deal by the deadline.

S m i t h  s a i d  t h e  v e n t u r e  h a d  t h e  p l a y e r s ’
support.

Both s ides have blamed the other for  the
impasse but the ACA has requested CA agree to
mediation to get back to the negotiating table.
The players’ union said their first request was
rebuffed by CA but the board was considering a
second request, ESPNcricinfo reported.

“We’re expecting (a response) to come poten-
t ia l ly  this  week.   We need to respect  their
response,” the cricket website quoted ACA chief
executive Alistair Nicholson as saying.

“We exchanged phone cal ls  and emails  in
regard to timings on that. There’s contact on
operational issues, but we need to respect their
negotiation position, and we’ll wait until we see
that.” —Reuters


