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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the cabinet’s meeting yesterday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti cabinet yesterday wel-
comed the recent rating of Moody’s Investors’
Service which changed the outlook on Kuwait to
stable from negative. The cabinet said in a state-
ment following its customary weekly meeting
chaired by His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
that the fresh rating reflected the agency’s satis-
faction with the Kuwaiti government’s commit-
ment to the economic reform program. The cabi-
net, in this context, reaffirmed keenness on pro-
moting reform efforts and maintaining national
economic sustainability.

The cabinet also asked the Ministry of Public
Works to coordinate with the Central Agency for
Public Tenders and other concerned state bodies
to take swift measures to speed up the imple-
mentation of the new terminal at Kuwait
International Airport. Afterwards, Minister of
Educating and Higher Education Mohammad Al-
Fares briefed the cabinet on the results of high
school exams for this year.  The ministers, in this
regard, discussed preparations and arrange-
ments by Kuwait University and Public Authority

for Applied Education and Training, Ministry of
Higher Education and other relevant bodies for
receiving new students. Also, Minister of Social
Affairs and Labor and Minister of State for
Economic Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh elaborated on
the country’s strategic political, economic, social
and environment development blueprints.

The cabinet, in the meantime, tasked the
General Authority for Food and Nutrition with
rapidly taking the necessary steps to conduct
the lab tests on the local, and imported fresh
vegetables and fruits, said the Minister of State
for Cabinet Affairs and Acting Minister of
Information Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah.

The authority will coordinate in this regard
with the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor, the
Interior Ministry, the Health Ministry, the Kuwait
Municipality, the Public Authority for Agriculture
and Fish Resources, the Kuwait General
Administration of Customs and the other rele-
vant bodies. Then the cabinet reviewed the top-
ics on the National Assembly agenda.
Meanwhile, the ministers condemned the armed

terrorist attack that recently targeted a bus in
Upper Egypt’s Minya Governorate, leaving scores
of the innocent people killed or wounded.

The cabinet offered condolences to President
Abdul-Fattah Al-Sisi, the Egyptian Government
and people, reiterating Kuwait’s unwavering
rejection of all forms of terrorism targeting the
country’s security and stability.

It also voiced support to all measures Egypt
might take to counter such acts of terrorism
that seek to incite sedition and hatred among
the Egyptian people.  The ministers expressed
confidence in the Egyptian people and their
ability to demonstrate unity against whosoever
seeks evil for them.

By the same token, the cabinet condemned
the criminal terrorist attack in Manchester, UK,
last week leaving many people killed or wound-
ed. It reaffirmed Kuwait’s firm stance rejecting
such acts of terrorism that go contrary to all
faiths and human values and norms, expressing
condolences and sympathy to the British
Government and the victims’ families, wishing
the wounded a speedy recovery. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: The cabinet made the decision to
suspend the national manpower support
allowance given to some citizens working in
the private sector with the aim of protecting
public funds, the Manpower and
Government Restructuring Program‘s
(MGRP) Secretary General Fauzi Al-Majdali
said. He was referring to recent incidents in
which citizens were not paid their
allowances and were told that they had to
update their information in the MGRP data-
base; something that they never had to do
in previous years. Majdali added that recipi-
ents had to meet social security conditions

and update their information to receive the
allowance as per decision number 391/2001
pertaining with periodic data update. The
new condition seems to be an attempt from
the government to identify cases in which
citizens receive allowances unlawfully and
suspend them.

Trucks’ parking
The Ministry of Public Works (MPW) is cur-

rently considering cancelling the project of
building trucks’ parking areas in various areas
including Jahra, Mina Abdulla, Wafra and East
Sulaibiya with a total cost of KD 22,720,000,
which had been on the ministry’s agenda
since 2009-2010 with nothing done so far. 

National support 
allowance stopped to 
protect public funds

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: In continuation of its short-term
housing plan for the fiscal year 2017-2018,

the Public Authority for Housing Welfare
announced that 42.9 percent of a total of
4,770 government houses in South Mutlaa
had already been distributed to citizens.  

By Talal Al-Ghannam

KUWAIT: Could the names of some foods make
them sound heavier, lighter, sweeter, or more
delicious than others? This seems unlikely; after
all, as Shakespeare said in Romeo and Juliet:
What’s in a name? That which we call a rose.. By
any other name would smell as sweet.

Juliet is expressing the theory we call conven-
tionalism: that a name for something is just an
agreed-upon convention. Conventionalism is the
norm in modern linguistics: Whether we call the
ingredients in our breakfast scrambled egg, oeuf,
or huevo shouldn’t matter as long as we all agree.
But there’s an alternative view, one that dates
back 2,500 years called naturalism. 

Naturalism is the idea that a name might natu-
rally fit an object, that some names might natural-
ly “sound sweeter” than others. It was Plato, in the
Cratylus, who pointed out that sometimes sounds
seem to carry meaning. We call this phenomenon
sound symbolism, and modern linguistic research
has found support for Plato’s position.

The world’s menus are full eponymous cuisine.
Aunt Mae’s Pancakes, The Big Daddy Burger,
Salmon a la Ralph. Sometimes it is named after
the chef who creates it, others a beloved relative,
perhaps a regular who always ordered their din-
ner with a special twist. Beyond all these exam-
ples at individual locations or chains, there are a
slew of prolific culinary staples that also take their
names from people.

Here are a few for which one should know the
alleged background: Pizza Margherita is attrib-
uted to Queen Margherita of Savoy (1851-1926)
and was presented with this pizza in the colors of
the Italian flag on a trip to Naples in 1889.
Chicken Maria Theresia, which is also attributed to
Maria Theresia (1717-1780), Queen of Hungary
and Bohemia, and wife of Emperor Franz I. Coffee
Maria Theresia includes cream and orange
liqueur. Nachos, the world’s favorite snacks, was
first created in 1943 by Ignacio “Nacho” Anaya.
The original nachos consisted of fried corn tor-
tillas covered with melted cheddar cheese and
jalapeno peppers. Juices also have interesting

and eye-catching names such as Titanic, Emperor,
Maradona, Ghost, Red Sea, Lolwa and Special mix.
Those names make it easy for customers to
remember the order as such names would be
engraved in the customers’ memory. 

Chapati Rashed
Locally, a slew of prolific menus or sandwich-

es have been attributed to certain names, not
necessarily famous figures but names that go
with the trend. “Chapati Rashed” is a clear exam-
ple of a piece of chapati wrap stuffed with a

chicken breast, mayonnaise, ketchup and veg-
etables. Chapati is an unleavened flatbread from
the Indian Subcontinent; and popular staple in
India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.
Chapati is made of whole-wheat flour known as
Atta, salt and water, and is cooked on a tava (flat
skillet). This kind of small, yet delicious and oily
meal can obviously be seen in Indian restaurants
across Kuwait and is heavily demanded by
youngsters along with a soda.

Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) interviewed
Abdulkareem Mohammad, an Indian restaurant
top chef, on the secret behind naming meals
after people, who he said that Rashed is a Kuwaiti
citizen who has come up with the ‘Chapati
Rashed,’ yet, this meal has “insanely” spread out
across Kuwait’s Indian restaurants which have
been competing to decorate this small sandwich
with the best ingredients to soothe customers’
taste. However, the original ‘Chapati Rashed’ can
never be imitated because the owner knows
exactly what to stuff it with besides the big repu-
tation this meal has made, he added. 

Dr Yaqoub Al-Kanderi, Professor of Sociology
and Anthropology at Kuwait University (KU) and
former Dean of the College of Social Sciences,
said that such local names of some sorts of food
depict traditions and symbolism of old Kuwait as
Kuwaitis in the past felt proud to give some kinds
of food specific names so that such meals would
always be remembered.

Kanderi added that giving food some names
was also attributed to particularity of the Kuwaiti
society in addition to feeling proud of a certain
personality, therefore, attributing famous dishes
to such a personality.

Kanderi pointed out that in western societies,
there are also some kinds of foods that carry
names of famous personalities, persons with
high reputation and others who have made his-
tory. He said that naming foods after some well-
known personalities could also be seen as a type
of marketing as such names would always be
easily remembered when ordered. He added that
selection of a certain name for a meal would pre-
serve old traditions and heritage. — KUNA

Food names: Passion,
place or personality

KUWAIT: A menu showing names of popular
foods in Kuwait. — KUNA

By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: Two firemen suffered from smoke
inhalation while tackling a blaze that broke
out yesterday in a building in Bneid Al-Gar.

Firemen from Hilali fire station rushed to
the scene in response to an emergency call
and discovered that the fire had started on
the top floor of a 14-storey building, Kuwait
Fire Service Directorate’s public relations
and media department said in a statement.
The building had to be evacuated and the
fire was controlled without any casualties,
except for two smoke inhalation cases
amongst firemen, who were treated onsite.
Further investigations are in progress to
determine the cause of the fire. 

Municipality campaigns
Mubarak Al-Kabeer inspectors closed

down two stores and filed 59 citations for
violations including hiring someone with an
expired residency, selling expired foodstuff
and operating a store without a license.
Meanwhile, Farwaniya municipality inspec-
tors also launched several inspection cam-
paigns at various co-ops, foodstuff stores
and restaurants. Acting follow-up manager
at Farwaniya municipality Masoud Dashti
said 28 citations were filed for operating
without having a license, violating health
conditions, preparing food in unhealthy
conditions and operating prior to getting a
municipality license. 

A Kuwait Municipality worker checks the expiration
date of a food package during an inspection campaign
in Farwaniya.

Firemen suffer from smoke
inhalation in Bneid blaze

KUWAIT: A firefighter tackles a blaze in a
building in Bneid Al-Gar yesterday.

42.9% houses in South
Mutlaa distributed

KUWAIT: Minister of Education and Minister of Higher Education Mohammad Al-
Faris (center) speaks during a press conference to announce the results of high
schools’ finals. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

KUWAIT: Minister of Education and
Minister of Higher Education Mohammad
Al-Faris announced the results of high
schools’ finals in both the science and arts
divisions as well as the Institute for reli-
gious studies. 

In a press conference yesterday, the
minister noted that the passing rate in the
science division was at 80.35 percent, the
arts percentage was at 75.60 percent, while
the number in the Institute for religious
studies was at 75.65 percent. — KUNA

Minister announces
high schools’ results

KUWAIT: Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS) and the
UNICEF signed two agreements worth $6
million to provide education for Syrian
refugees in Lebanon and Jordan.

The agreements are part of Kuwait’s
pledge to aid Syrian refugees with $300
million during the London’s donors confer-
ence for Syria in 2016, said KFAS Director
General Adnan Shihab-Eldin in a press
statement yesterday. 

The pledge was made by His Highness

the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, KFAS’ Chairman of the Board, said
the official. KFAS’ contribution to the two
agreements is $50 million, he added.

Meanwhile, Shihab-Eldin noted that the
first agreement, signed in Dubai last March,
involves providing $3 million for education
and professional training  for about 4,500
Syrian refugees in Lebanon. The second
was signed on May 17 and involves $3 mil-
lion for about 4,230 Syrians in Jordan, he
said. — KUNA

Kuwait, UNICEF sign agreements 
for Syrian refugees’ education

KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society
(KRCS) said yesterday it has started distrib-
uting around 5,000 food baskets for around
250 needy families daily in Kuwait during
Ramadan. The project targeted needy fami-
lies in Kuwait, acting head of the society’s
local aid department Lama Al-Othman said,
adding that the basket included different
varieties of food.

KRCS also distributed coupons to
around 2,000 families before Ramadan in
collaboration with General Secretary of
Kuwait’s Awqaf Foundation, Othman fur-
ther indicated. She called citizens, residents
and companies in the country to offer their
help and donations and to contribute to
the success of the Ramadan project this
year. —  KUNA

KRCS distributes 5,000 food
baskets in Kuwait during Ramadan

CAIRO: Finding a ‘new mechanism’ is
essential for forming Arab Customs Union
and, eventually, Arab joint market, a
Kuwaiti official said yesterday. It is impor-
tant to evaluate the past 19 years of activ-
ities of the Greater Arab Free Trade Area
(GAFTA), which entered into force in 1998,
Yousef Al-Roumi, Director of Arab and
Gulf Economic Cooperation Department
at Kuwaiti Finance Ministry, said.

Roumi made his remarks in his open-
ing speech at the 43rd meeting of the
implementation and follow-up commit-
tee, affiliated with Arab League’s

Economic and Social Council, in Cairo.
GAFTA was the easiest phase in achiev-
ing Arab economic integration; yet, it
took a long time to enter into force, he
noted, adding that following that same
approach would waste more time until
reaching the desired Arab joint market. 

Thus, it is important to find a new
mechanism in order to exit the constant
delays situation, the Kuwaiti official said,
stressing the importance of reconsider-
ing the role of the Arab League’s com-
mittees in following up GAFTA’s imple-
mentation. — KUNA

Kuwait urges ‘new
mechanism’ for

Arab Customs Union


