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ALLAHABAD, India: In this March 26, 2017 photo, stray cows roam on a
street as volunteers of the Hindu nationalist organization Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh march to mark Vikram Samvat’s new year. —AP

NEW DELHI: A new ban imposed by India’s
government on the sale of cows and buf-
faloes for slaughter to protect animals con-
sidered holy by many Hindus is drawing
widespread protests from state govern-
ments and animal-related industries. Many
state governments criticized the ban as a
blow to beef and leather exports that will
leave hundreds of thousands jobless and
deprive millions of Christians, Muslims and
poor Hindus of a cheap source of protein.
The rules, which took effect Friday, require
that cattle traders pledge that any cows or
buffalos sold are not intended for slaughter.

At least one state government is plan-
ning a challenge in court. Some have said
the ban infringes on states’ commercial
autonomy and are calling for a nationwide
protest. Others say the ban will hurt farm-
ers who will be forced to continue feeding
aged animals, and that millions of unpro-
ductive cattle will be turned out on the
streets. The new rules also propose the set-
ting up of a vast animal monitoring
bureaucracy, including animal inspectors
and veterinarians, to ensure the rules are
followed. Traditionally, cattle fairs and mar-
kets allow the sale of animals headed to
abattoirs to provide raw materials used in
dozens of industries, including leather
making, soap and fertilizer.

The state governments have appealed
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi to repeal
the order, which they say was issued with-
out consultations with them. Modi’s
Bharatiya Janata Party has been pushing a
Hindu nationalist agenda since it came to
power in 2014. Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, the top elected official in southern
Kerala state, wrote to Modi on Sunday
describing the restrictions as a “drastic
move” that would have “far-reaching con-
sequences and would be detrimental to
democracy.” 

He said the move amounts  to  “an
intrusion into the rights of the states” in
India’s federal structure and violates the
principles of the Indian Constitution.
The government of West Bengal state
also protested the move,  saying the
Modi government cannot make such
decisions unilaterally. Hindus, who form
80 percent of India’s 1.3 billion people,
consider  cows to be sacred,  and for
many eat ing beef  i s  taboo.  I n  many
Indian states, the slaughtering of cows
and selling of beef is either restricted or
banned. India has the highest number of
vegetarians in the world as a result of
Hinduism’s predominance, although not
all Hindus are vegetarians.

While the eating of beef is not a crime
in many states, slaughtering a cow carries
a punishment of up to seven years in jail
throughout the country. In Gujarat state,
lawmakers have approved a bill increas-
ing the punishment for killing a cow to
life imprisonment. Critics say the new
rules, ostensibly to protect the way ani-
mals are treated and transported, are in
keeping with demands of Hindu national-
ists, who have long been pressing for a
nationwide ban on the sale of beef. The
past two years have also seen a rise in
vigilante attacks on Muslims and lower
caste Hindus involved in the cattle trade.
Several deaths have occurred.

Meanwhile, leather and meat industry
groups said the ban could push them out
of business. Fauzan Alavi of the All India
Meat and Livestock Exporters Association
said beef exports, which had been grow-
ing rapidly, have already been affected.
“Such a drastic move is bound to hit the
industry,” Alavi said Sunday. The govern-
ment “has handed a death certificate to
us,” said Ramesh K Juneja of the Council
of Leather Exports. —AP

India curbs on cattle sale
could hurt industry, diets

KATHMANDU: Nepal’s mountaineering
community was celebrating the first con-
quest of Mount Everest 64 years ago yes-
terday, as well as this year’s climbing sea-
son during which hundreds scaled the
world’s highest peak. A ceremony yester-
day marking the first successful Everest
climb by New Zealander Edmund Hillary
and his Sherpa guide, Tenzing Norgay in
1953 also honored several others who
have contributed to the climbing indus-
try, said Ang Tshering of the Nepal
Mountaineering Association.

The industry suffered back-to-back
tragedies in 2014 and 2015, when deadly
avalanches forced the mountain’s early

closure. This year’s season, which began in
March and ends tomorrow, saw hundreds
of climbers reach the top of the 8,850-m
peak despite severe weather conditions.
Last year was also considered a successful
season, during which hundreds reached
the top but five climbers died.

Six climbers died in the attempt this
season, and all but that of American doc-
tor Roland Yearwood had been recov-
ered by Sunday. The three Sherpa guides
who attempted to retrieve Yearwood’s
body said the location was too danger-
ous to reach, according to Murari
Sharma of Everest Parivar Expedition
agency. On Sunday, rescuers brought

down from Everest the bodies of an
Indian climber who died this year and
two Indians who died last year.

Meanwhile, a 38-year-old Indian
climber who made the fastest double
ascent of Mount Everest and became the
first woman to reach the highest point
on earth twice in five days, says she will
now turn her attention to smaller
unclimbed peaks. Anshu Jamsenpa, from
India’s mountainous northeastern state
of Arunachal Pradesh, climbed Everest
by its Southeast Ridge route on May 16.
She repeated the feat on May 21, beat-
ing a record set by a Nepali woman,
Chhurim Sherpa, who made the dual

climb in seven days in 2011. Both ascents
are expected to be certified by the
Nepali government this week, a tourism
department official said.

Anshu, who like many people in the
Indian state is known by her first name,
also climbed the 8,850 m summit twice
in 10 days in 2011. She climbed it again
in 2013. A motivational speaker and
trainer in mountaineering, Anshu said
she felt an emotional attachment to
Everest. “When I go high up I rediscover
myself and can realize the strength of my
mind,” she told Reuters in Kathmandu
over the weekend after returning from
the mountain.

Now she has a new goal - to summit
Kangto, the highest peak in Arunachal
Pradesh, which is 7,042 m tall and has
never been climbed, and other
unclimbed peaks. She said people had
been telling her to take on the so-called
seven summits, the highest peaks on the
seven continents. “But before that I want
to climb other virgin peaks in the
Himalayas,” she said. The mother of two
began her expedition in April with a
blessing from the Tibetan spiritual leader
the Dalai Lama, who gave her a hug.
“That long hug had a magic,” she said. “I
could not tell him anything. I became
speechless.” —Agencies

Nepal celebrates anniversary of Mt Everest conquest
After Everest record, Indian woman eyes unclimbed peaks

DHAKA/AGALAWATTE, Sri Lanka: An
intensifying cyclone churned north
towards Bangladesh yesterday after
heavy rain in Sri Lanka and thunder-
storms in eastern India killed more than
200 people, with more torrential down-
pours forecast. Impoverished
Bangladesh, hit by cyclones every year,
warned that some low-lying coastal
areas were “likely to be inundated by a
storm surge of four to five feet (1.2 to
1.5 m)” above normal and raised the
storm danger signal, on a scale of one
to 10, to seven.

Cyclone Mora was expected to
make landfall today morning. Floods
and landslides in tropical Sri Lanka, off
India’s southern tip, have killed at least
177 people in recent days, authorities
said, with 24 killed in storms in the east-
ern Indian state of Bihar, either by light-
ning strikes or under collapsed village
huts. India warned of heavy rain in the
northeastern states of Tripura, Mizoram,
Manipur, Nagaland and Arunachal
Pradesh as Mora moved further up the
Bay of Bengal. 

Floods reached roof level and cut off
access to many rural Sri Lankan villages,
disrupting life for half a million people,
many of them workers on rubber plan-
tations, officials said. Villagers in
Agalawatte, in a key rubber-growing
area 74 km southeast of the capital,
Colombo, said they were losing hope of
water levels falling soon after the heavi-
est rain since 2003. Fifty-three villagers
died and 58 were missing. “All access to
our village is cut off. A landslide took
place inside the village and several
houses are buried,” Mohomed Abdulla,
46, told Reuters.

Some areas in the southern coastal
district of Galle, popular with foreign
tourists, have not received relief due
to lack of access. “My entire village is
cut off and nobody can come to this
village,” C M Chandrapla, 54, told
Reuters by phone from the tourist vil-
lage of Neluwa. “There have been no

supplies for the past two days. Water
has gone above three-storey build-
ings and people survive by running to
higher ground.”

Minimizing Losses
Bangladesh is hit by storms, many of

them devastating, every year. Half a mil-
lion people had their lives disrupted in
low-lying coastal areas such as Barisal
and Chittagong in May last year. It is still
recovering from flash floods that hit the
northeast, affecting millions of people,
in April. Rice prices have reached record
highs and state reserves are at 10-year
lows in the wake of flooding that wiped
out around 700,000 tonnes of rice. 

Authorities will relocate thousands
from coastal areas before Mora hits,
officials said. About 10 million of

Bangladesh’s population of 160 million
live in low-lying coastal areas. “We have
taken all sorts of steps to minimise any
losses, including moving people away
from the most vulnerable areas,” Kazi
Adbur Rahman, a senior government
official in Cox’s Bazaar, told Reuters by
telephone. The Sri Lankan military has
sent in helicopters and boats in rescue
efforts in the most widespread disaster
since the 2004 Boxing Day tsunami.
About 100 people were missing in total.

The meteorology department fore-
cast torrential rains over the next 36
hours. Residents in seven densely
populated districts in the south and
centre of Sri Lanka were asked to
move away from unstable slopes in
case of further landslides. The wettest
time of the year in Sri Lanka’s south is

usually during the southern monsoon,
from May to September. The island
also receives heavy rains in the North
West monsoonal season from
November to February.

Reuters witnessed some people
stranded on the upper floors of their
homes. Civilians and relief officials in
boats distributed food, water and other
relief items. One of the worst-hit areas
was the southern coastal district of
Matara which is home to black tea plan-
tations. Rohan Pethiyagod, head of the
Tea Board in the world’s largest exporter
of top quality teas, said supplies would
be disrupted for the next auction due to
a lack of transportation. Sri Lanka has
already appealed for international assis-
tance from the United Nations and
neighboring countries. —Reuters

Cyclone churns towards B’desh
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KIRIBATHGALA, Sri Lanka: Army soldiers carry the body of a victim of a mudslide in this village
in Ratnapura district yesterday. —AFP

PESHAWAR: Violence erupted at demonstra-
tions against power cuts in several towns in
northwestern Pakistan yesterday, leading to
clashes with police that killed a protester and
wounded several, officials said. Hundreds of
protesters burned and rampaged through gov-
ernment offices and police checkpoints, snatch-
ing valuables and police weapons, said Deputy
Commissioner Malakand district, Zafar Ali Shah.
They tried to burn a main power station in the
town of Dargai, he said. Similar clashes took
place in Peshawar, Charsadda and Swat.

In Peshawar, protesters took to the streets
for the third day of rallies and roadblocks, said
police official Nasir Khan. At least two offices of
the power supply department were ransacked,
he said. Provincial lawmaker Fazl-e-Rabbi who
led the rallies in Peshawar, said the protests
would continue until the federal government
ends disparity in the power distribution.

“We have complained to the power distribu-
tors to end the unscheduled outages, but
they’re not listening to us,” said Shah, the
deputy commissioner. The protesters have

been angered by the daily 10-12 hours of pow-
er cuts in the summer heat.  The fact that
Muslims fast and abstain from drinking water in
daylight hours during the holy month of
Ramadan has made things worse, Shah said.
Power cuts are common in energy-starved
Pakistan. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif took
notice and instructed authorities to ensure
power supply during Ramadan, especially at
dawn, when Muslims start the daylong fast, and
at dusk, when they break it with an evening
meal, the iftar. —AP

Pakistan protester killed in 
protest against power cuts


