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It appears clearly from these verses that fasting is a
compulsory act of worship; it lasts only one month (29
or 30 days), the ninth month of the lunar year. This holy
month is called Ramadan; it is the month when the Holy
Quran was sent down to mankind as a reference and
guidance for life. Ramadan’s beginning and end are
based on the visual sightings of the crescent as it was
narrated by Abu Hurairah who said that “the Messenger
of Allah said, ‘Fast when you see it and stop fasting
when you see it, and if it is obscured from you (too
cloudy), then count it as thirty (days).”‘

Fasting is obligatory for Muslim adults except those
who are sick (physically or mentally unable) or travel-
ling; they can make up the fast later or, if they are chron-
ically ill, they can feed a fasting person for each day they
miss. Fasting is from dawn to sunset; it is about 16 hours
this year in Kuwait. During these hours Muslims must
not eat, drink, smoke or engage in any physical intima-
cy. They have also to avoid sinful behavior that may
reduce the reward of fasting, such as fighting, telling

lies, insulting, backbiting, and so on.
Fasting is an opportunity for soul purification: in

Ramadan, Muslims make great efforts to be closer to
Allah by increasing worship, reciting the Holy Quran,
giving charity to the poor, performing additional
evening prayers, and all sorts of good deeds.  It allows
Muslims to also share the needs and sufferings of
deprived families and to appreciate the gifts that Allah
offers them.  Spiritual rewards for fasting are magnified,
according to Al-Bukhari and Muslim, who reported that
Allah the Most High said, “Except for fasting, for it is for
Me and I will give recompense for it, since he leaves off
his desires and his food for Me.” 

The Holy month of Ramadan is closed by the festival
of Eid ul-Fitr as a reward for Muslims who spent it in
worshipping, fasting, praying and obeying Allah. 

Courtesy of the TIES Center: The TIES Center is a social
and educational hub for expats in Kuwait whose motto is:
Tolerance, Information, Empowerment, Solidarity.  For
more information, please call 252301015/6 or log onto:
www.tiescenter.net

Fasting: The 4th pillar of Islam
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The lawmaker asked if anyone has facilitated the
entry of Fali who was deported from Kuwait less than
10 years ago for insulting the Prophet’s (PBUH) com-
panions and sowing sectarian divisions.  I t  was
Tabtabaei himself who threatened to grill former
prime minister Sheikh Nasser Mohammad Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah if Fali was not deported.

The lawmaker asked the minister about the mecha-
nism of security screening on visit visas and why there
was no screening on this case. Tabtabaei also asked the
minister why Fali was not sent to the public prosecution

to interrogate him for the reasons he came back to
Kuwait years after he was deported. The lawmaker also
asked the minister about the duration Fali spent in
Kuwait and in what way he was deported and if his fin-
gerprints were taken this time. He also asked if the min-
istry has launched an investigation to see if some peo-
ple helped Fali to enter the country.

MP Yousef Al-Fadhalah called on authorities yester-
day to ensure that the procedures of awarding the con-
tract of Al-Zour North power plant were legal. He
threatened to open the file of the project if he finds that
the procedures were faulty and involved any squander-
ing of public funds.

Admit bedoons in public schools: Assembly...
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an unprecedented pace in an effort to develop an inter-
continental ballistic missile (ICBM) capable of hitting the
mainland United States. North Korea was likely showing its
determination to push ahead in the face of international
pressure to rein in its missile program and “to pressure the
(South Korean) government to change its policy on the
North,” South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff spokesman Roh
Jae-cheon said. 

It was the third ballistic missile test launch since South
Korea’s liberal President Moon Jae-in took office on May 10
pledging to engage with the reclusive neighbor in dia-
logue. Moon says sanctions alone have failed to resolve the
growing threat from the North’s advancing nuclear and mis-
sile program. The missile reached an altitude of 120 km (75
miles), Roh said. 

“The assessment is there was at least one missile but we
are analyzing the number of missiles,” he said. North Korea,
which has conducted dozens of missile tests and tested two
nuclear bombs since the beginning of 2016 in defiance of UN
Security Council resolutions, says the program is necessary to
counter US aggression.

The White House said President Donald Trump had been
briefed about the launch. The US Pacific Command said it
tracked what appeared to be a short-range ballistic missile
for six minutes and assessed it did not pose a threat to North
America. The United States has said it was looking at dis-
cussing with China a new UN Security Council resolution and
that Beijing, North Korea’s main diplomatic ally and neighbor,
realizes time was limited to rein in its weapons program
through negotiations.

Trump portrayed the missile test as an affront to China in
a morning post on Twitter. “North Korea has shown great dis-
respect for their neighbor, China, by shooting off yet another
ballistic missile...but China is trying hard!” he wrote. US
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, asked what a military conflict
with North Korea might look like if diplomacy failed, warned
on Sunday it would be “probably the worst kind of fighting in
most people’s lifetimes”.

“The North Korean regime has hundreds of artillery can-
nons and rocket launchers within range of one of the most
densely populated cities on Earth, which is the capital of
South Korea,” Mattis told CBS news program “Face the

Nation”. “And in the event of war, they would bring danger to
China and to Russia as well,” he said.

Testing new capabilities 
China reiterated that UN Security Council resolutions had

“clear rules” about North Korean missile activities and it urged
Pyongyang not to contravene them. “The situation on the
Korean peninsula is complex and sensitive, and we hope all
relevant sides maintain calm and exercise restraint, ease the
tense situation as soon as possible and put the issue back
onto the correct track of peaceful dialogue,” China’s foreign
ministry said in a statement.

Russia condemned the launch and also called for restraint,
“including towards military activity,” from the partners it was
working with, the RIA news agency quoted a deputy Russian
foreign minister as saying. Japan lodged a protest against the
test missile, which appeared to have landed in its exclusive
economic zone. 

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe vowed action along
with other nations to deter Pyongyang’s repeated provoca-
tions. “As we agreed at the recent G7, the issue of North Korea
is a top priority for the international community,” Abe told
reporters in brief televised remarks. “Working with the United
States, we will take specific action to deter North Korea.”
Seoul’s new liberal administration has said Pyongyang’s
repeated test launches were dashing hopes for peace.

South Korea’s Moon called a meeting of the National
Security Council, South Korea’s Office of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff said in a statement. North Korea last test-fired a ballistic
missile on May 21 off its east coast and said on Sunday it had
tested a new anti-aircraft weapon supervised by leader Kim
Jong Un. It has tested Scud-type short-range missiles many
times in the past, most recently in April, according to US offi-
cials.  However, experts say it may be trying to test new capa-
bilities that may be fed into its efforts to build an ICBM.

“There are many possibilities ... It could have been a test
for a different type of engine. Or to verify the credibility of the
main engine for ICBM’s first stage rocket,” said Kim Dong-yub,
a military expert at Kyungnam University’s Far Eastern
Studies department in Seoul.

Modified versions of the Scud have a range of up to 1,000
km (620 miles). Today, the United States will test an existing
missile defense system to try to intercept an ICBM, the first
such test, officials said last week.  —  Reuters 

N Korea fires Scud-class ballistic missile
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Officials say the commander, Isnilon Hapilon, who is one
of Washington’s most-wanted militants, is still hiding some-
where in the city.

President Rodrigo Duterte declared martial law for 60
days in the south last week after the militants went on a
deadly rampage in Marawi following a failed military raid to
capture Hapilon.

In recent years, small militant groups have emerged in
the Philippines, Indonesia and Malaysia and have begun uni-
fying under the banner of the Islamic State group. Jose
Calida, the top Philippine prosecutor, said last week that
Indonesians and Malaysians were among the fighters in
Marawi, and that the violence on the large southern island
of Mindanao “is no longer a rebellion of Filipino citizens.”

Rohan Gunaratna, a terrorism expert at Singapore’s S
Rarajatnam School of International Studies, believes that IS
and the smaller regional groups are working together to
show their strength and declare a Philippine province of the
caliphate that IS says it created in the Middle East. He said
the fighting in Marawi, along with smaller battles elsewhere
in the southern Philippines, may be precursors to declaring a
province, which would be “a huge success for the terrorists.”

Last week, twin suicide bombings in Jakarta, Indonesia,
claimed by IS killed three policemen. While Indonesia has
been fighting militants since 2002, the rise of the Islamic
State group has breathed new life into local militant net-
works and raised concern about the risk of Indonesian fight-
ers returning home from the Middle East.

Experts have warned that as IS is weakened in Iraq and
Syria, battered by years of American-led attacks, Mindanao
could become a focal point for regional fighters.

Southeast Asian fighters fleeing the Middle East “could

look to Mindanao to provide temporary refuge as they work
their way home,” said a report late last year by the Jakarta-
based Institute for Policy Analysis of Conflict, predicting a
high risk of regional violence. Marawi is regarded as the
heartland of the Islamic faith on Mindanao island. The fight-
ers’ support network in Marawi remains unclear, though the
power of one militant group - the Mautes - has grown in
recent years. Led by members of the city’s Maute clan, the
group has become increasingly active in a number of towns
across Lanao del Sur province, where Marawi is located, and
has been instrumental in fighting off government forces
over the past week. Muslim rebels have been waging a sepa-
ratist rebellion in the south of the predominantly Roman
Catholic nation for decades. The largest armed group
dropped its secessionist demands in 1996, when it signed a
Muslim autonomy deal with the Philippine government.
Amid continuing poverty and other social ills, restiveness
among minority Muslims has continued.

Hapilon is an Islamic preacher and former commander of
the Abu Sayyaf militant group who pledged allegiance to
the Islamic State group in 2014. He now heads an alliance of
at least 10 smaller militant groups, including the Maute.
Maute militants flew an IS flag in one of the city’s mosques
last year, a local resident said, speaking on condition of
anonymity, fearing for his safety. He said they also pressured
local Muslim preachers, accustomed to a less-strict form of
Islam, not to speak out against them.

But Acmad Aliponto, a 56-year-old court sheriff who
decided not to flee the city, said that while the militants
were well-armed, he believes they have little local support,
and that the recent violence could turn more people against
them. “In the end their relatives and everyday people may
be the ones who will kill them,” he said. “Look at what they
did. So many were affected.”  — AP

Fears grow of increasing IS foothold...


