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BARCELONA: German international goalkeeper Marc-Andre ter Stegen tied
his future to Barcelona by extending his contract with the Catalan giants to
2022 yesterday. “FC Barcelona have reached an agreement with Marc-Andre
ter Stegen to extend and improve his contract until June 30, 2022,” Barca said
in a statement. “His buyout clause will rise to 180 million euros.” Ter Stegen has
won nine trophies in three seasons since joining from Borussia

Moenchengladbach in 2014. However, after sharing duties with
Claudio Bravo in his first two campaigns, the 25-year-old has

established himself as Barca’s undoubted number one in
goal since the Chilean joined Manchester City in August.

Tying down Ter Stegen is just the latest in a series of high-
profile contract renewals at the Camp Nou as Barca pre-
pare for a new era after the departure of coach Luis

Enrique. Neymar, Luis Suarez and Ivan Rakitic have
all signed long-term deals in the past year, whilst
Lionel Messi is expected to become the highest
paid player in the world with a bumper renewal
in the coming weeks. —AFP

SEOUL: South Korea have lacked attacking flair and struggled to break
teams down in 2018 World Cup qualifying but coach Uli Stielike says it is
too soon to bring exciting Barcelona youngsters Lee Seung-woo and Paik
Seung-ho into the full national side. Lee and Paik, who have come through
the Catalan club’s famous La Masia academy and are regarded as two of the
most promising talents in Spanish football, have impressed at the ongoing
Under-20 World Cup in South Korea. Both players scored in each of the vic-
tories over Guinea (3-0) and Argentina (2-1) to help the Koreans reach the
last 16, where they will face Portugal today. But while the wing
wizardry of Lee and Paik’s range of defence-splitting passes
have lit up the U-20 World Cup, Stielike said senior interna-
tional football was an entirely different game. “Those two
players have done really well in the group stage,” the
German told reporters yesterday. “But before the U-20 World
Cup started I watched them play (K League side) Jeonbuk
Hyundai in a friendly match. “And it was clear that
there was a big gap between the Under 20 and sen-
ior level. —Reuters

PARIS:  Richel Hogenkamp, one of the few openly gay players in tennis,
wants the Australian Open to take Margaret Court’s name off one of its sta-
diums in protest at the Grand Slam legend’s controversial views on homo-
sexuality. Court recently announced she will stop flying with Australian car-
rier Qantas “where possible” in protest of the airline’s support of same-sex
marriage. “I am disappointed that Qantas has become an active promoter
for same-sex marriage,” said the 24-time Grand Slam champion, now a
Christian pastor. Hogenkamp, speaking at Roland Garros yesterday, said that
Australian Open organisers should consider removing Court’s name from
the Melbourne venue where the first Grand Slam event of the season takes
place in January. “I don’t think you should be that outspoken. I have a girl-
friend myself. I don’t agree with what she’s saying,” said the 25-year-old,
world number 105 Dutchwoman. “So I think it would be a good thing to see
if Australian Open can maybe change the name of the stadium, because I
think if you’re in that kind of position, maybe some players they don’t feel so
comfortable playing in a stadium named after Margaret Court. “I see that
many players comment against her. So, if many players stand behind it, I
think maybe something can change. Who knows.” —AFP
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TOKYO: Following its astonishing monopoly
of the top six places in its race debut at
Okayama, the Lexus GAZOO Racing LC 500
delivered yet another podium lock-out in the
second round of the 2017 AUTOBACS SUPER
GT series. A pole-to-flag victory for the #38
ZENT CERUMO LC 500 driven by Yuji
Tachikawa and Hiroaki Ishiuragave the Lexus
team awell-deserved win on Fuji Speedway -
the spiritual home of Lexus high-perfor-
mance models.

The #6 WAKO’S 4CR LC 500 and #37
KeePer TOM’S LC 500 took second and third
place respectively to complete the second
straight podium sweep for Lexus.More than
90,000 spectators packed the venue for this
mid-week event,  watching the 500-k m
endurance race unfold through high-speed,
bumper-to-bumper racing and a minimum
two-stop pit strategy.

Tak ayuk i  Yoshitsugu,  Chief
Representative, Middle East and North Africa
Representative Off ice,  Toyota Motor
Corporation, said, “We are thrilled that we
were able to not only win the race, but go
one better by making it an all-Lexus podium
for the second race in a row. We congratulate
Yuji Tachikawa, who showed once again why
he is called the ‘Fuji-meister’ with his record
for most wins on this circuit, and Hiraoki
Ishiura for their brilliant performance in
claiming a start-finish victory, and also their
fellow podium finishers for seeing to it that
the Lexus LC 500 is off to a flying start in its
debut season.”

Yoshitsugu added, “ The feedback we
receive from our participation in motorsport
events plays a crucial role in the develop-
ment of new production vehicles, thus fuel-
ing our drive toward creating ‘ever-better
cars’. I also take this opportunity to thank all
our fans for coming out in such large num-
bers and showering the team with support.”

With all six Lexus LC 500 models lapping
the Fuji circuit within half a second of each
other, it was anybody’s guess which team
would rise to the top during qualifying.
Eventually, Yuji Tachikawa set the fastest
time in the #38 ZENT CERUMO car, extending
his own pole position record to 22.

A fine start enabled the #38 LC 500 to
retain its lead in the early stages, although
the five remaining Lexus models were never
far behind. By lap six, the ZENT CERUMO car
had gained more distance, while the greater
pace of the #1 and #36 LC 500s enabled
them to move in to second and third. Indeed,
as the race progressed, the gaps between
these three leaders also began to widen.

The first round of pit stops began on lap
26, but this failed to shake the order of the
top three runners. Instead, the drama was
saved for lap 52, where a collision between
the LC 500s in second and third place suc-
ceeded in moving the #36 Au TOM’S LC 500
up a place but was later  given a drive -
through penalty. The #1 DENSO KOBELCO
SARD LC500 recovered but was swiftly over-
taken by the #6 WAKO’S 4CR and #37 KeePer
TOM’S LC 500s.

Lap 68 saw the beginning of the second
round of routine pit stops, though with no
significant time differences between the top
three teams, the #38 car retained its lead.
Now back behind the wheel with a comfort-

able lead, Tachikawa was able to ease off the
pace in the #38 ZENT CERUMO LC 500 and
preserve its tires in advance of the final
stages. Upon seeing his advantage decrease
from ten to seven seconds, Tachikawa picked
up the pace and maintained his firm lead
over the chasing pack to secure the first win
for Lexus at Fuji Speedway, with the #6 and
#37 cars rounding out the all-LC 500 top
three.The victory put Tachikawa in a tie for
the record of most GT500 class wins at 18. 

“I am really glad that we got a win for the
first time in some while here at Fuji,” Yuji
Tachikawa said. “It has always been said that
we were strong at Fuji, but we were not able
to win here for the past three years, and I

was worried that I was beginning to feel
embarrassed about losing my title as the
‘Fuji-meister’. I want to say how grateful I am
to the Lexus development team for making
us such a great car and to our team for tun-
ing it so well and to my teammate Hiroaki.”

Hiroaki Ishiura said, “Today, I think Yuji’s
stint after the start was the most difficult of
the race in terms of conditions, but he bore
with it and turned over the car to me with a
lead for my stint. In my stint, I was able to
run at a good pace from the first lap out of
the pit, so I felt that things were going well.
We worked on the car’s development with a
strong desire to win at Fuji again. So, I am
really happy that we won today.”

Lexus dominates Super GT500 podium at Fuji Speedway

CHARLOTTE: Austin Dillon, driver of the #3 DOW Salutes Veterans Chevrolet, poses for a photo with the trophy after winning the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series Coca-Cola 600 at Charlotte Motor Speedway on Sunday in Charlotte, North Carolina. — AFP

Dillon wins Coca-Cola 600 

for first NASCAR Cup victory
CONCORD: Austin Dillon passed an out-of-gas
Jimmie Johnson two laps from the end in the
Coca-Cola 600 for his first NASCAR Cup victory,
returning the iconic No. 3 car to Victory Lane
early yesterday.

Dillon, the grandson of Hall of Fame car
owner Richard Childress, was among several
drivers who chose not to pit down the stretch.
Johnson ran out of fuel on Lap 399, and Dillon
was able to cruise to victory over Kyle Busch
and Martin Truex Jr, who led the most laps at
Charlotte Motor Speedway for the third straight
season.

“It hasn’t sunk in. I can’t believe it,” Dillon
said. “We’re in the chase, baby. It’s awesome.”
Dillon did his signature belly slide celebration
in the damp grass at Charlotte, outlasting a rain 

delay of nearly 1 hour, 40 minutes - and sev-
eral established drivers to take his first check-
ered flag. Dillon closed racing’s biggest day
with the surprise victory, following Sebastian

Vettel’s win in Formula One’s Monaco Grand
Prix and Takura Sato’s victory in the Indy 500.

Truex took the lead for the final time with 67
laps left, sweeping past Busch to move out
front. Truex pitted a final time with 33 laps left,
confident he’d be able to hold on after every-
one cycled through a last stop.

Truex has led 756 of the past 1,200 laps in
the 600, yet finished shy of the checker flag two
of three times. “So that’s a little tough to swal-
low,” he said. Matt Kenseth was fourth, and
Denny Hamlin fifth. Kurt Busch finished sixth,
followed by rookie Erik Jones, Kevin Harvick,
Ryan Newman and Dale Earnhardt Jr., who fin-
ished 10th in his final Coca-Cola 600 as a full-
time driver. Harvick, who started on the pole,
overcame wheel problems to finish in the top
10 for a seventh straight time in the Coca-Cola
600. Johnson limped home to finish in 17th.

“I did all that I could from that point and just
came up a little bit short,” he said.

Harvick may have had to work harder than
the rest of the field for his seventh straight top
10 here. Harvick dealt with a loose-fitting wheel
much of the first 200 laps to fall a lap down,
then slipped on some slick fluid laid down by Ty
Dillon to fall back further. But Harvick, who won
here in 2011 and 2013, held strong to end in
eighth. Larson, the series points leader coming
in, was expected to vie for his first Coca-Cola
600.  Instead, he started 39th when he couldn’t
take a qualifying lap Thursday because of trou-
ble clearing inspection. Larson got as high as
third during the race before scraping the wall
with 153 laps left and needing three trips to the
pits to correct the problems, falling to 23rd.
Larson’s chances ended for good when he
tagged the wall again 45 laps later, went to the
garage and did not return. He was 33rd, his
worst finish of the season. Larson said he got
loose in Turn 3 to end his race. “I made a mis-
take,” he said. — AP

Japan toasts Takuma Sato 

after Indy 500 triumph

TOKYO: Formula One misfit Takuma Sato
was the toast of Japan yesterday after
becoming the first driver from his country
to win the storied Indianapolis 500. The
40-year-old, once the butt of jokes in
Formula One after several high-speed
crashes, roared to victory Sunday to claim
one of motor racing’s biggest prizes,
holding off Brazil’s three-time winner
Helio Castroneves in a dramatic climax.

Evening editions of Monday’s
Japanese newspapers carried front-page
photos of Sato standing on his car with
his hands aloft, while others carried pic-
tures of him pouring milk over his head
in the traditional Brickyard celebration.
“The best moment of my racing life,”
blazed a Tokyo Shimbun headline, quot-
ing Sato after he had stolen the thunder
of temporary Andretti Autosport team-
mate Fernando Alonso, the two-time
Formula One world champion.  Even
Japan’s normally straight-laced economic
daily the Nikkei Shimbun got mildly
excited, trumpeting “Japan’s first-ever
victory”.  Sato himself could barely con-
tain his joy after winning the Indy 500 at
his eighth attempt.

“It’s unbelievable,” he told local media.
“It’s so special just to be racing in front of

35,000 fans. “For Japan, for the team and
for (engine suppliers) Honda, this is a
special victory.” Sato dedicated his victo-
ry to the people of northeastern Japan
still recovering from the deadly tsunami
of 2011 which killed more than 18,000
people.  “I  can’t begin to thank the
Japanese fans,” he said. “It’s been a long
road. Japan is still struggling to recover
(from the disaster) so I hope I can give
the children something to dream about.”

In contrast to Sunday’s thrilling win,
Sato’s last-lap dash to grab the lead from
Dario Franchitti in 2012 was the stuff of
nightmares, ending with the Japanese
driver in a wall.

That incident did little to dispel the
image of Sato, l ingering since his
Formula One days, as an accident waiting
to happen.  The Japanese spent seven
seasons in F1 but notably incurred the
wrath of several of the sport’s top drivers,
including Michael Schumacher, while for-
mer Toyota boss Tsutomu Tomita brand-
ed him “reckless’.  That was all forgotten
on Sunday, however, as Sato exorcised
his demons with a superb drive. “I knew I
could do it,” he said. “I was waiting for the
moment and the last two laps, the car
worked beautifully.” —AFP

INDIANAPOLIS: Takuma Sato of Japan, driver of the #26 Andretti Autosport Honda,
celebrates in Victory Lane after winning the 101st running of the Indianapolis 500 at
Indianapolis Motorspeedway on Sunday in Indianapolis, Indiana. — AFP
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