
S PORTS
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2017

GOLF

BASEBALL

WENTWORTH: Sweden’s Alex Noren
believes his win in the European PGA
Championship at Wentworth on Sunday
puts him in with a chance in the season’s
three remaining major championships.
Noren shot a 10-under-par 62 to claim
the title-coming from seven shots off
the pace-to land the European Tour’s
flagship event, his fifth win in less than a
year. The 34-year-old missed the cut in
the US Masters in April and has only one
top-10 finish in a major to his name-

ninth in the British Open in 2012 at
Royal Lytham.

But Noren, who will move into the
top 10 in the world rankings after his
win, says his confidence is high heading
into next month’s US Open at Erin Hills,
Wisconsin.

“This tournament in my mind com-
pares a lot with a major,” he said after his
win on Sunday. 

“What I wanted to do is play better
against a better field and better courses,

tougher courses. And I view this as a
very difficult course against a very
tough field.

“So then this is very close to a major
in my mind. So my confidence goes up. 

“It’s just work towards your goals and
trying to kind of improve on my weak-
nesses and improve on my strengths,
and trying to figure out where I’m losing
shots and where I’m gaining shots.

“But overall, a win like this brings
your confidence up, and that’s what I’ve

always needed, to believe in myself, and
then it’s easier to focus on what you
need to do.”

Noren was plagued by a wrist injury
before winning four tournaments in 11
starts last year but says his biggest bat-
tle in golf was keeping the ball on the
fairway.

He added: “I never had a good game
off the tee. So I was always quite worried
where the ball was heading and I could-
n’t really play really difficult golf courses

well. “That’s what I worked the hardest
on, to get the ball somehow on the fair-
way a bit more often. 

“I think that gives me a little bit more
calmness, and then I can concentrate on
the whole game and not just worry that
I’m going to send a few out-of-bounds
every round. “When I was injured, I
always knew I was coming back to some
sort of form.  But maybe it made me
think a little bit more to train a little bit
smarter.” — AFP

Sweden’s Alex Noren buoyed for major challenge

MIAMI: Ichiro Suzuki #51 of the Miami Marlins hits an RBI single in the fifth inning during a game against the Los Angeles Angels at Marlins Park
on Sunday in Miami, Florida. — AFP

MIAMI: In a game marred by an injury to Angels
star Mike Trout, Giancarlo Stanton and JT Riddle
homered to lead the Miami Marlins to a 9-2 win
over Los Angeles on Sunday afternoon at
Marlins Park. Trout, a two-time American League
MVP who leads the majors with 16 homers,
sprained his left thumb in the fifth inning while
stealing second base. He left the game in the
middle of the sixth, and the Angels said X-rays
showed no fracture on his thumb. Stanton’s
homer was his 13th of the season-two short of
the National League lead-and his second in this
series. The homer by Riddle was a two-run shot
that snapped a 2-2 tie.  Riddle also doubled and
had three RBIs.

RAYS 8, TWINS 6 (15 INNINGS)
Evan Longoria and Logan Morrison hit back-

to-back homers to open the 15th inning, and
Tampa Bay outlasted Minnesota in the longest
game in Target Field history. Longoria’s seventh
homer of the season came off the second pitch
of the inning from Hector Santiago (4-4), who is
scheduled to be the Wednesday starter for
Minnesota. Morrison followed with a long
homer to deep right field on the next pitch as
Tampa Bay won for the second time in five extra-
inning games this season.

DODGERS 9, CUBS 4
Los Angeles hit four home runs at Dodger

Stadium that completed a three-game sweep of
Chicago. Cody Bellinger and Enrique Hernandez
each hit a three-run homer, Austin Barnes hit a
solo shot, and Yasiel Puig put the game away
with a two-run blast in the seventh inning.

YANKEES 9, ATHLETICS 5
Aaron Judge hit his first career grand slam

with two outs in the third inning, and New York
beat Oakland. Gary Sanchez and Brett Gardner
added RBI doubles while Aaron Hicks and Chris
Carter lifted sacrifice flies for the Yankees, who
won for the fifth time in seven games.

INDIANS 10, ROYALS 1
Jason Kipnis had four hits, including a home

run, and Josh Tomlin pitched his fifth career

complete game to lead Cleveland over Kansas
City. Austin Jackson had two hits and three RBIs
as the Indians erupted for 10 runs and 18 hits
after scoring just nine runs in their previous
three games, all losses.

RANGERS 3, BLUE JAYS 1
Joey Gallo hit the go-ahead solo homer in the

fourth inning, Andrew Cashner pitched seven
strong innings and Texas defeated Toronto. In avoid-
ing a sweep of the three-game series, the Rangers
ended a five-game losing streak and stopped a five-
game winning string by the Blue Jays.

PADRES 5, NATIONALS 3
Ryan Schimpf hit his 13th homer, and Chase

d’Arnaud had two hits and drove in two runs as
San Diego beat Washington to avoid a three-
game sweep. Schimpf lined a two-run homer
down the right field line in the first off Nationals
starter Joe Ross (2-1) to give the Padres a 2-0
lead. Schimpf has just nine singles this year and
is hitting .163 for San Diego, which struck out 31
times in the first two games of the series.

MARINERS 5, RED SOX 0
Christian Bergman tossed seven scoreless

innings, Robinson Cano slugged a two-run
homer, and Seattle snapped Boston’s six-game
winning streak.

Cano’s homer was his ninth of the year.
Guillermo Heredia added a home run, his third,
and Nelson Cruz drove in a run as the Mariners
matched a season high with 16 hits.

REDS 8, PHILLIES 4
Adam Duvall and Patrick Kivlehan both had

multi-homer games, and Cincinnati hit five
home runs in a win over Philadelphia at Citizens
Bank Park. Duvall’s homers were both two-run
shots, and he also had a run-scoring single in the
first inning for a five-RBI game.  Kivlehan hit two
solo homers.

ASTROS 8, ORIOLES 4
George Springer hit a two-run homer as part

of a six-run second inning, and Lance McCullers
worked six solid innings as Houston capped a

sweep of Baltimore. The Astros completed a 6-4
homestand by pounding Orioles starter Alec
Ashur (1-3), hitting for the cycle in the second
inning to erase a three-run deficit.

WHITE SOX 7, TIGERS 3
Miguel Gonzalez took a perfect game into the

seventh inning before he allowed three hits and
a run as Chicago beat Detroit. The perfect game
ended when leadoff hitter Andrew Romine
reached on a hard grounder to shortstop Tim
Anderson that was initially ruled an error. The
call was later changed to a hit.

BREWERS 9, DIAMONDBACKS 5
Domingo Santana hit his first career grand

slam, and Jimmy Nelson struck out 10 as
Milwaukee salvaged a series split with a victory
over Arizona. Nelson (3-3) allowed seven hits for
the second consecutive outing but held Arizona
to a run in seven innings.

ROCKIES 8, CARDINALS 4
A four-run eighth inning steered Colorado

over St Louis. The victory in the rubber game
enabled the Rockies to win their fifth straight
series and improve to 12-2-2 in series this season.

GIANTS 7, BRAVES 1
Johnny Cueto, bothered in recent games by

blisters on his pitching hand, stopped his three-
game losing streak as San Francisco beat
Atlanta. Cueto (5-4) allowed six hits and walk
and one run while striking out eight and walking
one in six innings.

METS 7, PIRATES 2
Jay Bruce went 3-for-5 with two doubles and

two RBIs in New York’s victory over Pittsburgh.
Curtis Granderson went 3-for-5 with an RBI for the
Mets, and Lucas Duda hit a home run. Mets
starter Matt Harvey (4-3) won back-to-back starts
for the second time this season and the first time
since April 6 and 11 — his first two starts of the
season. He pitched six innings, which was his
longest outing since April 21, and scattered six
hits while giving up just one run. — Reuters

Trout sprains thumb in 

Angels’ loss at Miami

Bernhard Langer wins Senior 

PGA for record ninth major

STERLING: Bernhard Langer knew it
wouldn’t be easy to come from one stroke
back to beat Vijay Singh, who’s five years
younger, drives the ball 30 yards farther
and routinely competes with players young
enough to be his sons.

Ultimately, the 59-year-old German
star’s confidence with the putter, a club
that has frequently bedeviled him, was the
difference as he edged past Singh in a
tense back-nine duel to win the Senior PGA
Championship at Trump National on
Sunday. Langer won his record ninth senior
major and the only one that had eluded
him during his dominant decade-long run
on the 50-and-over circuit. He tied Jack
Nicklaus’ record of eight majors last week
with a comeback victory in the Regions
Tradition. He’s also the first player to win
the career “super slam” of all five senior
majors.

Despite a few dozen protesters, the dra-
ma remained on the course at President
Donald Trump’s club on the shores of the
Potomac River, about 25 miles outside
Washington. Trump, coming off a nine-day
trip abroad, did not attend the final round.

Langer pulled ahead of Singh with 12-
foot birdie on the par-4 16th. Singh three-
putted 17 to give Langer a two-shot advan-
tage. After Singh birdied 18, Langer calmly
tapped in for par and a one-shot victory,
embracing his daughter, who flew in from
Seattle to surprise him, on the 18th green.

Langer shot a 4-under 68 to finish at 18-
under 270. Singh closed with a 70.

“I think what really frustrated him was
my putting,” Langer said. “I made a bunch
of putts just to keep in touch and he didn’t
really make anything.” Langer knows what
that feels like, having struggled with the
putting yips off and on throughout his
career. Langer’s latest challenge came at
the beginning of last season, when golf ’s
governing bodies banned the anchored
putting stroke he had used for more than a
decade. Langer continued using the long
putter, moving his top hand an inch away
from his chest.

“I found a way now that I feel reasonably
comfortable most of the time, not always,”
Langer said. “It’s encouraging for me to see
that even under pressure I can make some
putts.” The final pairing teed off amid
steady rain and the weather appeared to
bother Singh, who rushed his pre-shot rou-
tine. Langer, implacable as ever, birdied the
par-5 third and the par-4 fifth to move one
shot ahead. Langer made his only bogey of
the day on No. 6, and the two remained
tied for the next nine holes as the rain
tapered off and the wind picked up, blow-
ing from a different direction than it had
the rest of the week.

Singh tried to overpower Trump
National as he had the first three days, but
Langer used his guile to maintain a share of
the lead. On the short par-4 ninth, Singh
drove the green and had 7 feet for eagle.
Langer, unable to reach the green with a
driver, hit a hybrid off the tee. His approach
shot spun back to 20 feet, but he buried
the putt and raised his fist in the air. Singh
then missed the eagle putt and stood
frozen in disbelief.

Singh’s unease grew throughout the
afternoon. He practiced his full swing with
his putter on the side of the sixth green
and rehearsed his putting stroke on several
tee boxes. On 12, after hooking his second
consecutive tee shot into the rough, he
took out his frustration on some tall grass,
taking four hard practice swings.

Langer missed just two fairways and
one green in regulation, and he led the
field for the week in both categories. His
accuracy and persistence finally paid off on
16. Singh missed another fairway and two-
putted for par. Langer hit 6-iron to 12 feet
and his birdie putt was so pure that he
started his fist pump before it dropped.

“I missed a lot of putts out there. If I
would have putted nicely, this thing proba-
bly would have been over a long time ago,”
Singh said. “But Bernhard played really sol-
id. He never missed a shot and he was
always on the green and he putted nicely
as well, so he deserved to win.”

No one else posed much of a threat.
Billy Andrade twice pulled within two shots
of the lead but faded on the back nine. He
shot 71 and finished five shots back, tied
for third with Miguel Angel Jimenez, who
closed with a 68. Scott McCarron and Bob
Estes tied for fifth.

The 54-year-old Singh still plays a full
PGA Tour schedule and was playing in his
first Senior PGA, which is the oldest of the
five senior majors.

Langer had four previous top-five finish-
es in the championship, his best chance
coming in his first attempt. He led after
three rounds in difficult conditions at Oak
Hill in 2008, but shot a final-round 76 to
lose by one stroke to Jay Haas.

Langer has three straight wins in the
Senior Players Championship and two
straight at the Regions Tradition, along
with two Senior British Opens and one US
Senior Open.

“It means a great deal to win two majors
at age 59,” Langer said. “And to surpass
Jack’s record of eight majors out here is
pretty neat. I’m a good friend of Jack’s and I
think very highly of him, and whenever you
can do something just similar or close to
what he’s achieved, you’ve done something
pretty special.” — AP

STERLING: Eric Trump (L) and Bernhard Langer pose with the trophy after Langer
won the Senior PGA Championship at Trump National Golf Club on Sunday in
Sterling, Virginia. — AFP

FORT WORTH: Jordan Spieth reacts to a missed birdie
putt on the 17th green during the Final Round of the
DEAN & DELUCA Invitational on Sunday in Fort Worth,
Texas. — AFP

Spieth charges, Kisner holds on to win Colonial by stroke
FORT WORTH: Kevin Kisner came so close
several times before finally winning on the
PGA Tour. He now has another victory,
withstanding a charge by Jordan Spieth at
Colonial, after two more runner-up finishes
this year. “You start questioning if you’re
going to win again after a while,” Kisner
said. “Everybody was questioning if I was
ever going to win. Then I win, and then
everybody questions if I was ever going to
win again.”

The affirmative answer came Sunday
when Kisner birdied the first three holes on
the back nine at Hogan’s Alley to go ahead,
then finished his 4-under 66 with a clutch
par save at the 18th after a 

wayward tee shot and an approach off
the back side of the green and well below
the hole. At 10-under 270, the 33-year-old
Kisner finished a stroke ahead of Spieth
(65), Sean O’Hair (66) and Jon Rahm (66)
and earned a check of just more than $1.2
million. Kisner was a runner-up four times,
including three playoffs during the 2015

season, before winning the RSM Classic in
November 2015. Then came two more run-
ner-ups this year.

Spieth was standing on a chair to see
over the crowd at the 18th green after his
bogey-free round when Kisner putted up
the mound to 5 feet of the cup and then
made the winning putt. “I was going to
take my chances with a (par) 4 and see
what happened,” said Kisner, who never
considered a different club for his last two
shots. Rahm, who the last two years won
the Ben Hogan Award as the nation’s top
college player, had just watched his 10-foot
birdie chance skirt left of the hole.

Spieth, who had missed consecutive
cuts at The Players Championship and the
AT&T Byron Nelson, was trying to become
the only player other than Ben Hogan to
win consecutive Colonials.  Hogan won five
times, including the first two in 1946 and
1947, along with consecutive wins again in
1952 and 1953.

“I could look back at the end of the year

and this could have been the most impor-
tant round of the year,” Spieth said. “I hope
that’s the case.”

After starting the day five strokes
behind 54-hole leader Webb Simpson,
Spieth had birdies on the first two holes
before a nearly 20-footer lipped out at the
453-yard No. 3 hole. He also just missed a
12-footer at No. 9, and a 25-footer at the
446-yard 12th hole rolled over the left edge
of the cup, and had another near-miss on a
12-footer at No. 17.

Kisner blew a three-stroke lead at the
turn on the final day of the Arnold Palmer
Invitational in March and lost by a stroke.
He made a nearly 95-foot chip-in for eagle
to get him and fellow Aiken, South
Carolina, resident Scott Brown into playoff
at the Zurich Classic’s new team format
before losing on the fourth playoff hole.

At Colonial, an unexpected 40-foot
birdie putt at the 404-yard 10th hole start-
ed Kisner’s back-nine push.

“It was a difficult putt just to two-putt. It

fell in on the lost roll,” he said. “That kind of
gets those juices flowing.”

When he made a 10-foot birdie at No.
12, Kisner was 10 under - no other player
reached that mark. Only one other time
since 1999 was Colonial’s winning score
higher than 11 under, in 2014 when Adam
Scott won in a playoff after shooting 9
under in regulation.

After a 14-foot birdie putt at the par-4
15th, Kisner had a two-stroke lead. That
was the same hole where Spieth, playing
two groups ahead of him, punctuated an
11-foot birdie putt with a fist pump.

“I didn’t do any scoreboard watching
and really thought I needed to get to 11
under,” Spieth said. “I hit so many great
putts today. I hit a bad putt on 17. It was
pretty frustrating.” About the same time
Kisner made a bogey at the par-3 16th,
Spieth was hitting his drive way right at the
18th hole and went on to save par after a
chip to 5 feet. Kisner hit a similar drive, and
also saved par.—AP


